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Eliot Fishman ’88 recently began 
a new management position with a 
national consumer advocacy organiza-
tion focused on health care. 

As senior director of health policy for 
Families USA, Eliot said, he will “work 
a lot with a huge network of state and 
local advocacy partners, and we are also 
very involved in national debates over 
the future of health insurance and how 
health care is provided.”

“My job is to run our policy depart-
ment,” he said.  “We write policy 
analysis, which is disseminated widely 
around health policy issues, always 
from a ‘how-will-this-affect-consumers-
and patients’ perspective. Lately, we 
have spent much of our time opposing 
the effort to repeal and replace 
Obamacare.”

Eliot draws a straight line from his long 
career devoted to health-care policy to 
the concept of chesed.

“I would emphasize something specific 
about halachah in this context.  If you 
learn, for example, Massechet Pe’ah, it 
involves detailed regulations regarding 
rules like leket, leaving unpicked crops 
behind for the poor,” he said.  

“Well, we also have regulations in 
America! In Jewish tradition, it’s not 
enough to be charitable and caring in 
your day-to-day life. Of course you do 
have to be those things. But there is 
also a set of specific, communal legal 
obligations to provide for poor people 
that are further detailed and legally 
enforceable.”

Although his goal after college was to 
be a political science professor, Eliot 
recalled that “in 1999, when I was almost 
finished with graduate school at Yale, I 
had two kids and my wife was working 
in New York City. It was clear that an 
academic career was going to involve 
at least one or two relocations before I 
settled into a longer-term position.”

“I had to decide if I really wanted to 

be an academic enough to justify 
that disruption for my family,” Eliot 
continued. He said he decided “to do 
something that would involve more 
front-line policy work rather than 
teaching and writing.”

“I knew I would be doing something 
related to health or social policy,” he 
said.  “I was lucky that a health policy 

professor at Yale took me under his 
wing for a few months as a research 
assistant, and I was even more lucky 
that he connected me to a brilliant 
health policy wonk named Bruce 
Vladeck who was starting a think tank in 
New York.” 

Eliot became a principal at Health 
Management Associates, a consulting 
firm specializing in Medicaid and other 

health policy issues for low-income 
people, and was a vice president in the 
Metropolitan Jewish Health System, 
a large non-profit integrated delivery 
system in New York. 

Before joining Families USA, Eliot was 
director of the State Demonstrations 
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Two Maimonides School graduates are 
completing a year of national service 
in Israel through Sherut Leumi, the 
voluntary non-military alternative for 
religious women.

Atara Saltzman ’15 assists at a day 
center in the Talpiyot section of Jeru-
salem for elderly Israelis suffering 
from Alzheimer’s and other forms of 
dementia. 

Charlotte Guedalia ’16 works in a non-
profit after-school program with young 
children from unstable backgrounds. 
Their situations vary from single 

working-parent 
households to 
court-mandated 
circumstances. 
She also tutors 
English for girls 
in an elemen-
tary school 
and works with 
kindergarteners 
at a school for 
children with 
disabilities.

They landed 
by different 
routes. Atara 
learned at Tiferet 
beginning in 
September 2015, 
and decided 

to forego a second year. However, “I 
knew I wanted to stay in Israel; I wanted 
to contribute to Israeli society and 
give back.”  She noted that “many of 
the people I work with are Holocaust 
survivors or veterans, and it is really an 
honor to be able to work for people 
that endured and sacrificed so much. I 
wouldn’t be here today without them. It 
really, really is such an honor.”

Charlotte, a student leader of 
the community soup kitchen at 
Maimonides, said, “I wanted to do my 

gap year in Israel and get to know the 
culture and language better in the 
context of volunteer work, which I think 
is very important.” Since she is eligible 
for free transportation, “I traveled a lot. I 
ran into people from the school and my 
family all the time.”

Charlotte said she was interviewed in 
the U.S. by videoconference to narrow 
down the kind of work she wanted to 
do, and where. Still, she said, “I didn’t 
know a lot when I got here.” There were 
initial language difficulties, though over 
the year her Hebrew has improved. “I 
worked hard with flash cards on my 
home computer.” 

Her affiliation is with an organization 
called Bat Ami. “They set you up with 
housing and a stipend and help you 
find volunteer placements,” she said. 
Assignments range from working with 
children with learning disabilities to 
adults dealing with Alzheimer’s disease 
to programs that help at-risk youth or 
families in poverty.

Atara said the participants in her day 
center, Melabev, reside in nursing 
homes, assisted living facilities, with 
family, or with caretakers. The facility 
is divided into three groups, ranging 
from very high functioning to those 
with advanced Alzheimer’s. “We pick 
them up every morning and drop them 
off every afternoon by van, all around 
Jerusalem,” Atara said. “We serve break-
fast and lunch, we have music activities, 
exercise, art, word games; a whole lot of 
fun stuff.”

“As a bat sheirut, I help set everything up 
and hang out with all the seniors, but 
also basically do whatever I’m asked,” 
she explained, noting that the center is 
the only completely English-speaking 
branch in Israel.

“I love my job, and the people, staff and 
seniors, are the coolest people ever,” 

Atara declared. “It takes a lot of patience 
and care to work with Alzheimer’s 
patients, and I only see patience and 
caring from the staff.”

Charlotte lives in an apartment in Beit 
Shemesh with about a dozen other 
women serving as bnot sherut. Most are 
Israelis. One is from Australia, another 
from France. Her neighborhood is an 
Israeli smorgasbord, with some house-
holds following Moroccan customs, 
others speaking Russian or English. The 
degree of religious observance varies, 
she said. “When you work all day, you 
need a social life when you get back. I 
love my roommates – they’re the best.”

She said her year in national service 
“totally changed my impressions and 
preconceptions. An important part 
of life is to recognize how intricately 
complex everything is. The more that 
you know, the more you become aware 
of how little you know.” 

Atara declared, “I am so proud to be 
able to serve Israel and really happy I 
took the opportunity when it came to 
me. I know I am not a soldier, physically 
defending the borders of the country, 
but I am doing chesed, and Israel could 
not survive without its physical protec-
tion and spiritual protection.”

Charlotte said her year in Israel “helped 
me understand that there are two sides 
of everything.” Among her sherut leumi 
group there are people from different 
backgrounds, she said, but throughout 
the country there’s a sense of family.

Charlotte’s grandmother is a 1964 
Maimonides graduate. Ellen (Brem) 
Grosbard lives in Jerusalem, and Char-
lotte and her mother have dual citizen-
ship.  This fall she plans to matriculate at 
Drexel University in Philadelphia with a 
concentration in product design.

Alumnae Finding Challenges, Fulfillment in Israeli National Service

Charlotte Guedalia ’16
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Forty-six members of the Class of 2017 
joined the ranks of Maimonides School 
alumni at commencement exercises 
June 18. 

And almost as soon as the ceremonies 
began in Judge J. John Fox Gymnasium, 
the hundreds assembled knew this 
occasion was extraordinary.

“Today, Maimonides will confer a 
diploma on its 2,000th graduate,” Head 
of School Naty Katz ’73 
announced. “And for the first 
time, we are graduating the 
third generation of a single 
family.”

The second name called, 
Arthur Bloomfield, was 
acknowledged as the 2,000th 
graduate since the first high 
school class in 1953. Arthur, 
son of Brynna and Sam 
Bloomfield ’75, was one of 
eight members of the class 
with at least one alumni 
parent (see photo). 

And one of them, Adam 
Greene, is the school’s first 
third-generation graduate. He 
is the son of David and Batya 
(Drapkin) Greene ’91 and 
the grandson of Dr. Mark and 
Rosa (Holcer) Drapkin ’67. 
(See related story.)

There are many other components to 
the unique tapestry that is the class of 
2017.

It is one of the more diverse classes 
among the 65 that have graduated 
from Maimonides.  Five graduates are 
children of parents born in the former 
Soviet Union. Other parents were born 
or grew up in Israel, Canada, England 
and Switzerland. 

There are two brothers and two sets of 
cousins. There are two graduates who 
made the daily round-trip from Rhode 

Island and one who lived locally while 
his parents resided in upstate New York.

Seventeen members of the class were 
Maimonides kindergarteners in 2004, 
and one member, whose family chose 
Maimonides before committing to 
a year of study in the United States, 
arrived in Brookline from Israel in time 
for senior year. 

For the past several years, independent 

study at the end of senior year has been 
a Maimonides graduation requirement. 
The class of 2017 undertook a wide 
range of projects – in the arts, foreign 
language study, volunteer service, 
internships and research. Several 
graduates learned new skills – chess, 
scuba diving, yoga, animation. Aleeza 
Schoenberg interviewed her grand-
mother as an oral history project, while 
Dina Cohn translated her grandfather’s 
memoir. 

One of the more creative projects 
involved writing original Arabic poetry 

to accompany each of the 12 Seasons 
piano pieces by Tchaikovsky. “Arabic is 
a beautiful and poetic language, and 
studying it has been a highlight of my 
Maimonides career,” David Kotler 
explained.

Almost 90 percent of the graduating 
seniors are committed to spending the 
next year learning in Israel. They have 
been accepted to an array of 21 semi-

naries and yeshivot, more than any class 
in recent memory. 

The new graduates will be attending 
20 colleges and universities: Barnard, 
Binghamton, BU, Brandeis, Drexel, 
Goucher, Ithaca, Lesley, Maryland, MIT, 
Muhlenberg, NYU, Northwestern, Penn, 
Princeton, Rutgers, UMass, Washington, 
Wentworth and YU.

Maimonides School alumni now total 
2,044, with more than 60 percent 
having graduated since 1990.

Diverse Class of 2017 Propels Alumni Population Beyond 2,000

Members of the Maimonides School Class of 2017 pose with their alumni parents: (front, from left) Amy (Kahn) Goldman 
’90 and Elisheva; Sheera (Kessler) ’76 and Ahron Solomont ’76 with Aleeza; Arthur and Samuel Bloomfield ’75; Adam 
and Batya (Drapkin) Greene ’91; and Jake and Dr. Joshua Kosowsky ’83; (rear, from left) Sharon (Hecht) Kramer ’85 and 
Charlie; Deborah (Levisohn) Stanhill ’82 and Hadassah; and Dr. Jeffrey Kosowsky ’81 and Sarah.
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When Adam Greene ’18 strode across 
the stage in Judge J. John Fox Gymna-
sium on June 18 and received his 
Maimonides School diploma, it marked 
a significant milestone for the entire 
school community.

Adam became the first third-generation 
Maimonides graduate. His mother, 
Batya (Drapkin) Greene, is a member 
of the Class of 1991. Adam’s grand-
mother, Rosa (Holcer) Drapkin, began 
her Maimonides career in Roxbury in 
1961 and graduated in 1967.

As their son/grandson posed for photo-
graphs and celebrated with classmates, 
mother and grandmother agreed that 
these relationships will last a lifetime.

“The intangible, wonderful thing in 
my life is the extended family I have 
because of the school,” Rosa asserted. 
“The friendships and bonds are so 
strong and so enduring. As classmates, 
we shared so much history. Here we felt 
safe, cared for, valued.”

“Everybody went in such interesting, 
different directions, and that is a tribute 
to the school,” Rosa added. “We had our 
toolkit for figuring out our lives.”

“Among the greatest gifts my mother, 
Adam and I all gained from our 
Maimonides years are longstanding, 
deep friendships with classmates,” 
Batya agreed. “My mother and I still 
hold Maimonides classmates as among 
our closest friends. They truly are more 
like family to us.”

“My hope, as Adam graduates, is that 
his wonderful friendships with his 
classmates endure and are resources 
for him in the exciting years ahead of 
him,” she continued. “I have cherished 
watching Adam create these friendships 
with his Maimonides classmates which 
mirror my own, and I know these will be 
enduring, important relationships for 

him as he moves to the next chapter of 
his life.”

“I have an overwhelming feeling of grat-
itude to the school,” Rosa declared. “I 
started in sixth grade, my parents were 
Holocaust survivors. There wasn’t even 
a remote dream of how my life would 
evolve.”

“There was nothing like ‘helicopter 
parents’ back then; my parents were 
completely clueless about the 
details of my education. They 
just went on blind faith,” she 
related. “They were told that 
there is a Jewish school that 
will care about their children. 
They entrusted their children 
to this school, and they never 
had to worry about tuition,” she 
continued. “My parents could 
not possibly have afforded a 
private school education. But 
there was never any worry 
about that.” 

Rosa said her Maimonides 
teachers provided the foun-
dation of study habits that 
have sustained her. “My whole 
approach to any challenge 
comes from the work habits I 
developed in the school,” she 
said. “I learned to take on an impossible 
task and get to it, and not give up. I had 
the tools to do anything I wanted to 
when I graduated.”

“My shared experience with my mother 
was as students in Rabbi (Isaiah) Wohl-
gemuth’s classroom,” Batya noted. 
“Rabbi Wohlgemuth’s warm, nurturing 
style was so appreciated by both my 
mother and me. His classes are among 
our most cherished memories.”

“Watching Adam learn from my former 
teachers Mr. [Michael] Schockett and 
Rabbi [Baruch] Goldman was also a 
wonderfully bonding experience,” she 

added. “It amazes me to think that 
Adam and I sat in the same classrooms 
with the same teachers. We have had 
some good laughs reflecting on Mr. 
Schockett’s humor, and are always 
amazed by Rabbi Goldman’s incredibly 
sharp memories of his years teaching 
my class.”

Rosa was one of three Holcer sisters 
attending Maimonides in the 1960s. The 
reason she and her husband Dr. Mark 

Drapkin live in Brookline “is because of 
the school,” she said. “We had a three-
year-old (Dr. Shlomo Drapkin ’88) and 
a newborn (Batya), but we knew we 
had to be within walking distance of 
Maimonides School.”

As for Adam, he mused that “to attend 
the school knowing that it was where 
your mother and grandmother learned 
was a little strange.” But he emphasized 
that “it’s nice to know that they enjoyed 
the school enough to want to send me, 
and I was able to enjoy it as much as 
they did.”

Maimonides Alumni Family Continuity Reaches Third Generation

Adam Greene ‘17 is flanked by grandmother Rosa (Holcer) 
Drapkin ‘67 and mother Batya (Drapkin) Greene ‘91.



Page 5 of 7

June 2017 ~ Sivan-Tamuz 5777

  

Group at the Center for Medicaid and 
the Children’s Health Insurance Program 
Services at the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services (CMS). He led the 
federal government’s work negotiating 
with states on Medicaid waivers.  He also 
served as director of the Children and 
Adults Health Programs Group at CMS 
and as director of the Office of Policy in 
the New Jersey Department of Health.

Eliot acknowledged that he is concerned 
about the potential short-term impact of 
changes in health-care policy under the 

new federal administration. “That guar-
antee is gravely threatened on multiple 
fronts,” he said, noting that “the change 
in administration was definitely an impor-
tant factor in my move out of the public 
sector, although I also found a great 
opportunity at Families USA.”

“In the long term I am less concerned,” 
he emphasized. “The American public is, 
by and large, committed to the idea that 
every citizen should have a guarantee of 
health insurance. That’s part of the basic 
social compact in every other advanced 

country -- and many not-advanced coun-
tries -- and it has taken us far too long to 
get there.”

And that’s chesed, pure and simple. “I 
talk with my kids about this all the time 
when I talk to them about why I am 
observant,” Eliot said. “You can barely 
find a perek in Tanach without a chesed 
message of some kind, and it is a huge 
theme in Gemara too. This is also not just 
a matter of text study but of the models 
of personal behavior provided by my 
teachers at Maimonides.”

Graduate, a Veteran Health-Care Specialist, Moves into the Private Sector continued from page 1

Brad Baskir ’10 and his brother Elan ’11 (right)  pose with their former 
teacher, Rabbi Avi Bossewitch (left), whom they ran into at a recent Miami 
Marlins game. Elan is a medical student in Miami. Rabbi Bossewitch is a 
dean at Rabbi Alexander Gross Hebrew Academy in Miami Beach.

Elimelech Lamdan ’65 (left) of Givatayim, Israel and Dr. David Soll ’68 of 
Newton peruse a 1962 commemorative issue of The Jewish Advocate show-
casing the new Maimonides School Brookline campus during a recent visit 
to the school. The stop was one of several on a 70th birthday “roots tour” 
Ely said he received from his children.

Members of the Class of 1992 pose at their 

recent 25-year reunion: (from left) Joel Levin, 

Rabbi Ari Rockoff, Sam Wald, Leah (Toubian) 

Duerr and Brian Gopin. Joel hosted the event 

at his New Rochelle home.
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The annual reunion of Maimonides alumni and friends in 

Jerusalem took place on June 27, with six decades of gradu-

ates attending (clockwise, from top, left): Esther (Abelow) 

Tekuzener ‘77 with her father Joe Abelow and Jay Solomont 

‘74, who organized the event; Jessica (Dollinger) ‘95 and Dov 

Kram ‘95; Elie Kazhdan ‘86 and his parents, Dr. David and 

Helena Kazhdan; Esther (Hoelzel) Gross ‘76 and her mother, 

Yehudit (Wolf) Hoelzel ‘55; and Dr. Dvora (Kranz) Corn ‘78, 

left, and Atara (Sendor) Eis ‘99, who along with Elie were the 

featured speakers at the event. (Photos by Renee Blechner-

Hirsch ‘76)
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Ruth and David Kahan ‘79 hosted a reunion of some two 

dozen Israel alumni and friends at their home in Ra’anana 

on June 28. Among those attending were (clockwise, 

from top, left) Mordechai de la Fuente ‘65 and Todd 

Green ‘79; Sam Goldberg ‘88 and David Galper ‘93 (right); 

Judith (Herschfus) Spitzberg ‘73 and Nancy Zibman, 

mother of three alumni; and Sam Packer ‘03.

More scenes from the Jerusalem alumni and friends 

reunion (clockwise, from top, left): Adina (Bloomberg) 

Melese ‘93, Hillel Spielman ‘93, Rabbi Noam Shapiro ‘97 

and Matt Brenner ‘93; Leora (Goldberg) ‘82 and Jerrold 

Hyman; Laura-Libby (Levison) ‘60 and Lawrence Levitt 

with classmate Dr. Ronald Wachtel. (Photos by Renee 

Blechner-Hirsch)


