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Scott Mattoon, Middle and Upper School 
principal for general studies, asserts that 
“getting student perception of the learning 
experience is a key ingredient to the teach-
ers’ understanding of how they can best 
connect their lessons to their students.”
To that end, students in Grades 6-12 
recently completed a series of anonymous 
student perception surveys, designed to 
“involve student voices in optimizing the 
teaching and learning experience.”
Beginning last fall, the principals and aca-
demic department chairs developed state-
ments to measure student perception. The 
survey includes yes-or-no assertions rele-
vant to the entire 6-12 student population 
as well as specific statements tailored to 
each academic discipline, both Judaic and 
general. A few departments even included 
course-specific questions.
“We are taking advantage of this opportu-
nity to also find out their perceptions on 
the spiritual experience — on how good 
a job we are doing inspiring them,” added 

Rabbi Dov Huff, Judaic studies principal.
The process “incorporates not just num-
bers but also narrative,” Mr. Mattoon 
explained. “Our dedicated faculty has aspi-
rations for their students to get the most 
out of their learning.  So, the hope is for 
teachers to feel they are getting sincere, 
authentic feedback that will be helpful in 
their approach to kids in the classroom."
The principals initially met with students in 
Grades 6-12 to address the importance of 
these surveys — “specifically that we take 
their feedback seriously, but only if they 
take the surveys seriously,” Mr. Mattoon 
said.  
Perception surveys by students in science, 
math and Talmud classes began the pro-
cess, which continued on a two-week roll-
ing basis after the February break. Through 
the electronic medium Survey Monkey, 
the answers are collated and a summary 
report is prepared, including the narrative 
responses.  
The survey introduction includes the mes-
sage, “We care very deeply about how 
you are experiencing your classes, and 

what you are investing in them, since your 
experience and investment are key parts of 
effective learning and growth.”
Among the general categories of survey 
questions are:
•	 Self-assessment, requiring a yes-or-no 

answer to statements such as “I put forth 
my best effort during class time” or “If I 
needed help, I would feel comfortable 
asking the teacher.” 

•	 General assessment of classroom experi-
ence, featuring statements such as “I am 
encouraged to keep trying when work 
becomes difficult,” “I am encouraged to 
think for myself,” or “I am held to high 
standards in the work I produce.” 

•	 Overall learning experience, including 
“During class, I have sufficient oppor-
tunity to get teacher feedback on my 
understanding of the topics being cov-
ered” or “In this class, student behavior is 
under control.” 

•	 Out-of-class learning and support, such 
as “If I needed extra help, I have been 
able to meet my teacher outside of 
class.” 

“קול רמבם

fŠryz xc`-hay°zah

Seniors, from left, Aleeza Schoenberg, Josh Gruen, Eli Forstadt and Jake Kosowsky find limudei kodesh especially engaging. 
Commencement for the Class of 2017 is scheduled for Sunday, June 18.

continued on page 2
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Maimonides senior David Kotler will never 
forget witnessing the impact of music on 
patients at Franciscan Hospital for Children 
in Brighton. “In the hall you see kids con-
torted with pain,” he recounted. “Then you 
play music and there’s joy. They respond, 
clap and shout. It’s very poignant and 
incredibly rewarding.”
That transformation is the goal of the two-
year-old extracurricular club known as 
Music is Medicine. The students perform at 
area health-care facilities and raise money 
for the national organization, as well as 
other institutions that care for sick children 
or engage in research.
Senior Michael Gerber, who ironically is 
not a musician, launched the Maimonides 
chapter of Music is Medicine based on 
a cousin’s experience in Baltimore. He 
recruited classmates David Kotler and 
Akiva Jacobs, two of the school’s more 
accomplished musicians.
Over the past few years they have per-
formed several times at Franciscan, as well 
as Boston Children’s Hospital and area 
homes for the elderly. Their benefit concert 
in 2016 was for the Jimmy Fund, and this 
year’s helped Camp Casco, a one-week 

summer camp experience for children who 
are cancer survivors. The well-attended 
event was on Jan. 29 in the Brener Building 
gymnasium. 
“Most of our work is targeted at children 
who are close,” Michael said, noting that 
the club is looking for more opportunities 
to perform.
Akiva is in charge of the repertoire. “We do 
songs that we like, but they are also songs 
we think the people who listen would like,” 
he said. The selections are mostly from 
the popular category, and the Music is 
Medicine group often adds subtle changes 
“to make them our own, make them more 
exciting,” Akiva said.
Michael said, “We have benefited a lot, 
because of the response we have had 
from the children. Their happiness means 
everything, and that’s the best part of the 
whole deal for me. We have received com-
munications from the hospitals saying, ‘We 
want you back. You really made their day.’ 
Hearing that made we realize that what we 
do is priceless.”
Akiva agreed. “On my side, it has been 
really nice to have musicians to play with, 
and we are all really serious about playing. 

People enjoy the performances and we 
made a lot of money for the Jimmy Fund. 
So it works out perfectly.”
“Music has been perhaps my greatest 
passion,” David said, “and it’s incredibly 
rewarding to share that love for music with 
people who desperately need it. Music for 
[the patients] is perhaps better medicine 
than any drug, especially children.”
Other participants include seniors Arthur 
Bloomfield, Uriya Durani, Eli Forstadt and 
Moriya Goldberger, sophomore Benjamin 
Fisher, and freshman Yossi Kotler. Most of 
the active members will be graduating in 
June, and Michael stressed that “we hope 
to get the younger grades moving for-
ward.”
Amy Rosen, director of the Upper School 
Student Life Team, is enthusiastic about 
the club. “The wonderful thing about the 
Music is Medicine club is that its members 
exude their love for playing music and pair 
it with an equal passion for helping oth-
ers,” she said.
“We play good music,” David declared, 
“and we have gotten a lot better together.”
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Students Share Joy of Music

Each category includes an open response 
option, with students invited to elaborate 
on any of the answers.
After the process is complete, teachers, 
department chairs and principals will 

review the results. Then they will “go 
into a reflection process,” Mr. Mattoon 
said, focusing on predominant themes, 
questions raised and possible surprises. 
Teachers, in conjunction with department 
chairs and principals, then will consider 
possible modifications in their teaching 

approach.
Mr. Mattoon emphasized that although the 
survey represents only one component of 
the school’s teacher evaluation process, 
“the student voice is a key part and we feel 
that hearing it is essential.”

Students' Feedback
continued from page 1

Students in the Music is Medicine Club acknowledge applause following their recent concert in the Brener Building gymnasium.
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Contests Highlight “Beauty of Math”
Competitive interscholastic mathematics is 
“more about exploring the beauty of math, 
rather than the applications and usefulness of 
math,” says the chair of the Middle and Upper 
School Math Department.
“Much of the contests are purely mathematical,” 
said Phil Robson. “We don’t explicitly explain it 
to the kids, but that’s what is behind all of this: 
opportunities to explore something fun, interest-
ing and rewarding in different ways for as many 
kids as possible.”
“In math, we don’t have the obvious extracurricu-
lar opportunities like labs and field trips. So we 
try hard to provide opportunities in a different 
context,” Mr. Robson noted. “Over the years we 
have participated in math contests ranging from 
regional to statewide to national.” Some allow 
the use of calculators. Some are based on speed. 
Others feature “deeper thinking problems. There 
are different strategies for different contests,” he 
said.

The Continental Mathematics League consists of 
five 30-minute contests for students in Grades 
4-9. “We offer that to any student,” Mr. Robson 
said. The contests are “good problems. They 
make you think, they show off certain skills and 
are quite fulfilling. An eighth grader got a per-
fect score last year.” Other competitive avenues 
include the New England Mathematics League, 
Massachusetts Olympiad, and the American 
Mathematics Competition. 
Participation in competitive math “is mainly vol-
untary,” Mr. Robson noted. “Some of our stron-
gest math students choose not to because they 
are also strong in other things. We offer any of 
the contests to any of the kids.”
Some of the contests are open to all. Others are 
tailored for more advanced students. Variables 
include the types of problems, length, complex-
ity and time involved practicing. 

Michael Schockett, a member of the mathemat-
ics faculty since 1970, “has been the driver of all 
of this — the organizer, the bookkeeper,” Mr. 
Robson testified. “He keeps all of the records and 
spends time proofreading some of the questions. 
If it wasn’t for him, we wouldn’t be doing all of 
these things. This is longevity, and his enthusi-
asm has kept it going.”
Mr. Schockett started arranging for participation 
in contests with other schools during his first 
year on the faculty, 1970-71. Teams have won 
state and even New England championships over 
the decades; in 1985 Maimonides was third in 
the country among all schools in the American 
High School Mathematics Examination (now 
AMC12). Overall, “It’s an impressive result, espe-
cially for a school our size,” he said.
Some contests bring teams together at other 
schools, such as Mathcounts, involving all Middle 
School grades. An Upper School math team 
competes at nearby Brookline High School four 
times a year. “Participants try out and we take 
the strongest 10 for each meet,” Mr. Robson said. 
“We look quite carefully at how many contests 
we offer.  We look at which ones might be for 
the top students, which ones can involve all stu-
dents.”
“I think it’s fulfilling for the kids, a different way 
of showcasing their skills and a different way of 
thinking about problems,” he observed. “They’re 
getting recognition about something they do 
well in a special setting.” Occasionally there are 
certificates or other awards.
One of the most gratifying experiences, he said, 
has been the school’s success in the Ulpaniyada, 
the problem-solving contest for Orthodox high 
school girls sponsored by Michlalah College in 
Jerusalem. “The last two times we had five final-
ists, and in 2016 we won the whole thing,” Mr. 
Robson said.
In addition, “Mr. Schockett and I have started a 
biweekly meet for anyone who wants to come 
and learn and practice for whatever contest is 
coming up. We also teach little tidbits. This is 
a really fun class, with students from different 
grades.”   
Mr. Schockett said his enthusiasm for orchestrat-
ing competitive math hasn’t waned because he 
relishes “the excitement of the experience. It’s 
like being a sports fan, anticipating how they do. 
And if they don’t finish on top, it’s a wait-till-next-
year kind of thing.” He noted that past competi-
tors were known as “mathletes” or “M-Stats.”
There’s another reason, he acknowledged: “I love 
the kids and getting to spend time with them 
and seeing them in a different setting. I love the 
conversations when driving to and from meets.” 

Teachers Philip Robson, left, and Michael Schockett
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Thirty-three Maimonides School first grad-
ers received their personal siddurim on 
a Friday morning near the end of March, 
amidst a celebration that has served as a 
Jewish educational landmark for almost 
five decades. 
The Chagigat HaSiddur has spanned the 
generations because its formula is timeless 
— a dynamic event that is based on con-
tinuity, student-centered with meaning-
ful parent involvement, said Rabbi David 
Saltzman, Elementary School principal.
“For each new grade, it’s something spe-
cial,” said Rabbi Saltzman, anticipating his 
10th Chagigat HaSiddur. “Every year I feel 
the excitement of the kids. They’ve been 
learning about davening, and about how 
essential it is to our day — and to our peo-
ple.”  Rabbi Saltzman presented each first 
grader a siddur, personalized with family 
photos and a dedication page.
The chagigah is primarily “a demonstration 
of what they have been learning in class,” 
Rabbi Saltzman explained. The embellish-
ments to that template have changed over 
the years, often because of new technolo-
gies.
The current rendition, directed by Grade 1 
limudei kodesh teacher Oranit Saadia, is in 
the format of a play, and includes an array 
of complementary elements, including 
video and static displays. A similar celebra-
tion marks the beginning of Chumash 
studies in Grade 2.
It’s hard to pin down exactly when the 
tradition began at Maimonides. “As far 
back as my memory goes, which would be 
1970, there was a chagigah in first grade,” 
said Lois Silver, former long-time teacher 
and Elementary School coordinator. “I 

started working as Rabbi Cohn's associ-
ate in 1974, and it was in full force,” said 
retired Principal Rabbi David Shapiro, not-
ing that among day schools nationwide “it 
was already a wide-spread phenomenon 
as early as the mid-1970's.”
Former teacher Devorah Moskovitz 
remembers launching the chagigah as a 
classroom play in the mid-1970s, inspired 
by the work of Grade 2 teacher Ahuva 
Epstein with Chumash studies. “I remem-
ber buying material to make the covers,” 
she said. “The production kind of grew.”
Mrs. Silver said the Chagigat HaSiddur 
“became a bigger production with the 
arrival of Zipporah Cohen,” who taught 
Grade 1 and directed the chagigah 
between 1985 and 2000. “It’s a very impor-
tant event because the siddur is part of the 
daily life of the Jewish people,” she said. 
“I really put a lot into it because we are 
going to be connected all our lives with 
tefillah.” 
Rabbi Saltzman agreed. “They know the 
siddur will be going with them through 
fifth grade — a big part of their lives for at 
least the next five years. Kids feel that they 
are part of this mesorah, and they know 
that they are officially part of the chain.”
“I brought a different dimension,” said 
Mrs. Cohen, who now lives in Florida. “I 
made it more elaborate— I did all the art, 
brought a lot of ideas.” She laminated for 
every child a verse from Psalm 145 about 
closeness to God. She arranged for a pho-
tograph of each first grader holding a sid-
dur. “I wanted them to know that tefillah is 
more than a routine.”
Mrs. Saadia, now in her third year, immedi-
ately recognized the continuity inherent in 

the milestone. “Last year a couple of par-
ents — and grandparents — told me they 
still remember their parts,” she related. 
“This is a really memorable moment.” First 
graders practicing during the after-school 
program activities find second-grade stu-
dents singing along, she added. Narration, 
tefillot and songs are all in Hebrew — the 
only English is Rabbi Saltzman’s dvar 
Torah. 
Mrs. Saadia explained that the milestone 
takes place almost seven months after the 
start of first grade so the children have 
the opportunity to not only learn to read 
Hebrew but also learn about tefillah. “We 
really feel that each child is ready to get a 
siddur in a meaningful way,” she said. And 
by emphasizing the use of a siddur with 
respect and derech eretz, “This isn’t just a 
present; now they know what to do with 
it.”
“We’ve added a whole element of videos,” 
Rabbi Saltzman noted. “We’re always try-
ing different things.” A more low-tech fea-
ture is what he calls the museum, where 
first graders display and explain their 
work, much like a student science fair. Mrs. 
Saadia said the displays focus on certain 
key passages in tefillah, as well as family 
heritage.
Mrs. Saadia emphasized that the prepara-
tion and execution of the milestone event 
is a team effort, with assistance from 
general studies teacher Danielle Carrus, 
teaching assistants and principals. In addi-
tion, “We integrate music and art,” with 
first graders practicing their songs with 
music teacher Andrew Malkin and prepar-
ing stage decorations — including self-
portraits — with art teacher Ariel DiOrio.

The Chagigat HaSiddur, in 2016 and 1996.

Chagigat HaSiddur Spans the Generations



5

Maimonides has launched its 2017 annual 
campaign, the foundation of the school’s 
fundraising efforts. The goal is ambitious at 
$1.8 million, and campaign leaders stressed 
the importance of every gift, large or small. 
They added that they hope the entire 
school community — from parents and 
teachers to alumni and grandparents — 
joins the effort.
Several of the many perennial contributors 
to Maimonides campaigns reflected on the 
motivation for giving — and the satisfac-
tion that results.
“We have supported Maimonides since we 
moved to the Boston area, before we had 
children,” said Ruth and Gene Fax, parents 
of 1988, 1991 and 1993 graduates. “We, of 
course, have constantly been impressed 
with the depth of learning — Torah and 
secular — as well as the menchlichkeit that 
Maimo imparts to its students.”

 “Beyond that,” they emphasized, “we have 
always admired how Maimo graduates 
show that Orthodox Jews can look out-
ward, engage with the larger community, 
and contribute their values to a society that 
badly needs them.”
Mrs. Beryl Niewood of Englewood, NJ, 
declared that “because of my pride in my 
six Bostonian grandchildren, and the role 
Maimo has played in their lives, I contribute 
to the annual campaign in memory of their 
beloved grandfather, Heshie Niewood z”l.”
Mrs. Niewood pointed out that she and 
her husband attended the school’s first 
Grandparents Day almost 20 years ago, 
and “it was so easy to become part of the 
Maimo family.”
“From the time that our eldest grandson, 
Ben Niewood, went from kindergarten to 
graduation, to today, when our two young-
est Boston grandchildren, Abe and Bo 
Lovich, are in seventh grade, we've enjoyed 
Special Friends Days, graduations, ribbon 
cuttings, siddur and chumash parties,” Mrs. 
Niewood recounted. “More importantly, 
we've watched our grandchildren gain in 
ways beyond ‘book education’ in both the 
secular and religious areas.”
“They've learned how to meet challenges, 
solve problems and most importantly, 
they've been imbued with the highest 
sense of values and in the importance of 
meeting the most ethical and moral stan-
dards,” she added.

Mrs. Niewood said her grandchildren 
“understand the importance of their Jewish 
heritage, maintaining a halachic life along 
with a commitment to Israel.  Hopefully 
these will stay with them throughout their 
continuing quest for knowledge and their 
role as Jews in their future.  Maimo has 
certainly provided them with a wonderful 
base to build on.”

"Supporting Maimonides is 

an investment in the holy, 

wonderful experience of raising 

our children to be mensches, 

grounded in Jewish values and 

pursuing a meaningful life of 

Torah U'maddah.”
—Sheryl Adler, parent

"From amazing friends to caring 

rebbeim and faculty, my fond 

memories are countless. We 

hope our modest support will 

encourage others to give 

generously.”

—Scott Goldberg '90

"For more than 70 years, 

Maimonides School has 

occupied a prominent role in 

this dynamic process of Jewish 

education and continuity. How 

can I not feel privileged to be a 

part of it in any way I can?”

—Rabbi Yaakov Beker  
Middle School teacher

Gelman Family’s Memorial Gift Supports Tournament 

Gifts of All Sizes Enhance Annual Campaign

The invitational basketball tournament was 
a mainstay on the community calendar 
during the late 1980s and early 1990s. The 
tournament was rejuvenated four years 
ago, through the efforts of Ahron ’76 and 
Sheera (Kessler) Solomont ’76, co-chairs. 

Now the tournament has announced a 
long-term major sponsor, the Gelman 
family, honoring their beloved brother 
Leland Elliot Gelman ’82, z”l, who passed 
away on October 26, 2014 at the age of 
50. The event will henceforth be called the 
Maimonides Invitational Basketball Tourna-
ment in Memory of Leland Gelman, z”l. 

In a tribute to their brother, Jonathan ’84 
and Dr. Ruby Gelman ’89 noted that he 
enrolled at Maimonides in seventh grade, 
and it was there “where Leland's passion for 
sports blossomed.”

“Though the organized sports program was 
in its infancy, sports nevertheless played a 
central role in the student culture at Mai-
monides in the late ’70s and early ’80s,” they 
wrote. “Whether it was pickup basketball 
(played on the outdoor court where the Fox 
Gym now stands), hockey (also played on 
the outdoor court), football (on the lawn), 
softball (in the Elementary School court-
yard) or ‘boxball’ (a Maimonides original), 
sports were front and center for Leland.”

“Leland was more than a talented athlete; 
he was also a loyal friend and a compas-
sionate leader, with a talent for organiza-
tion,” the Gelmans’ tribute continued.  “If 
there was a game going on at school, you 
could be certain that Leland had put it 
together.  Leland was the commissioner of 
the intramural hockey league and (before 

there was an interscholastic sports pro-
gram) unofficially organized and scheduled 
interscholastic hockey and touch football 
games with other parochial schools.”

“More importantly, however, if Leland had 
organized a game at school, you could be 
certain that no one was left out of the fun.  
He was truly a champion of the underdog 
and lived by this ideal his entire life.”

Jonathan and Ruby wrote that “Maimonides 
meant so much to Leland, and his days 
spent here were among the happiest of 
his life.  It is our hope that the tournament 
serves as a tribute to Leland's love of sport 
and competition and continues to foster a 
spirit of camaraderie and friendship among 
tournament participants and the entire 
Maimonides family.”
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Contact Mike Rosenberg (617) 232-4452 x405, mike@maimonides.org to share your news or if you would like to serve as a class 
secretary.  

1958 
Mazal tov to Eleanore (Stern) Weiner on 
the birth of her great-grandson, Yoav Eliya, 
son of Tzivia and Tzvi Barkai. Tzvi is the son 
of Dina Weiner. 

1962 
Mazal tov to Margie (Einstein) and Dr. 
Edward Hurwitz on the marriage of their 
son Michael ’96 to Dahlia Nayman. 

1966 
Contact Dr. Tamy (Simon) Chelst, (248) 
353-2268, tamychelst@gmail.com.

1969 
Contact Debbie (Katz) Cohen, (617) 
312-1280, debbiecohen1@yahoo.com.

Mazal tov to Debbie (Katz) Cohen on 
the marriage of her son David to Channa 
Korach.

1972 
Contact Marilyn (Zicher) Kramer, 
markrame76@gmail.com.

1973
Mazal tov to Tobi and Rabbi Zvi Fried-
man on the birth of their granddaughter 
to their son Eliav and Aviva Friedman.

1974
Mazal tov to Adina and Carl Sherer 
on the birth of their granddaughter to 
daughter Avigayil and Rabbi Levy Shein-
feld, and on the engagement of their son 
Baruch Yosef to Atara Blumenthal.

1975
Mazal tov to Judy and Jonathan Chiel 
on the birth of their grandson Samuel 
Jaron (parents are Jamie (Chiel) ’04 and 
Yair Sturm) and their granddaughter Mia 
Shoshana (parents are Rachel (Chiel) ’01 
and David Katz).

1980
Mazal tov to Chaya (Walter) and Shalom 
Lampert on the marriage of their daugh-
ter Aviva to Dovie Glass. Chaya is the 
daughter of Helen and Wolf Walter.

1988
Contact Elka Tovah (Menkes) Davidoff, 
(781) 480-4242, etm@theworld.com.

Mazal tov to Bracha and Rabbi Avner 
Shapiro on the marriage of their daugh-
ter Chava to Avraham Friedler. She is the 
granddaughter of Miriam and Rabbi David 
Shapiro. 

1996 
Mazal tov to 

Keren Fisher and Dr. Benjie Flusberg 
on the birth of their son, Eitan Max. Grand-
parents are Dr. Helen Tager-Flusberg and 
Martin Flusberg.

Michael Hurwitz on his marriage to 
Dahlia Nayman. Michael is the son of 
Margie (Einstein) ’62 and Dr. Edward 
Hurwitz.

Glenda and Raphi Savitz on the birth of 
their daughter, Samantha Ava. Grandpar-
ents are Evelyn Savitz Alpert and Joseph 
Savitz.

1997
Mazal tov to Dr. Atarah (Tatelman) and 
Ashky Hedvat on the birth of their twin 
daughters, Bella and Sophia. 

1998
Mazal tov to 

Rabbi Allan Houben on his appointment 
as Atlanta Jewish Academy's high school 
Judaic studies principal. Allan is the son of 
Eileen and Jeffrey Houben.

1999
Mazal tov to 

Amy Kohen on her marriage to Sam 
Sroka. Amy is the daughter of Elaine and 
Ilya Kohen.

Meredith and Joey Pick on the birth of 
their daughter, Riva Chloe. Grandparents 
are Roni and Dr. Robert Pick.

2001
Mazal tov to 

Rachel (Chiel) and David Katz on the 
birth of their daughter, Mia Shoshana. 
Grandparents are Judy and Jonathan 
Chiel ’75.

Jennifer (Pick) and Dr. Sammy Sultan 
on the birth of their daughter, Jordana 
Sophie. Grandparents are Roni and Dr. 
Robert Pick.

2002
Mazal tov to 

Sefi and Rabbi Jonathan Hefter on 
the birth of their son. Grandparents are 
Brenda and Dr. Jesse Hefter.

Naomi Schanfield and Yoni Spiewak on 
the birth of their daughter, Liana Sadie. 
Grandparents are Beth and Marc Epstein 
and Roy Spiewak. 

2003
Mazal tov to

Alana (Gendelman) and Landon 
Berns on the birth of their daughter, Lyla. 
Grandparents are Drs. Robin and Phillip 

Gendelman.

Elise (Polaner) and Jonny Hay on the 
birth of their daughter, Lea Helen. Grand-
parents are Lea and Dr. David Polaner.

2004
Mazal tov to 

Yael Skversky on her engagement to 
Gideon Blocq. Yael is the daughter of 
Karen Skversky and Philip Skversky.

Jamie (Chiel) and Yair Sturm on the birth 
of their son, Samuel Jaron. Grandparents 
are Judy and Jonathan Chiel ’75. 

2005
Mazal tov to

Sara (Herst) and Ari Bellin on the birth of 
their son, Gavi. Grandparents are Renee 
and Dr. Steven Bellin.

Sarah and Yosef Gillers on the birth of 
their daughter, Zeva Florence. Grandpar-
ents are Drs. Mina and Bruce Gillers

2006
Mazal tov to

Charles Naggar on his marriage to Diana 
Haddad. Charles is the son of Regina 
Naggar.

Raphy Rosen on his engagement to Em-
ily Belfer. Raphy is the son of Amy and Dr. 
Hillel Rosen.

Joseph Sugarman on his engagement to 
Dana Petrov. Joseph is the son of Ronnie 
and Dr. Barry Sugarman.

2008
Mazal tov to

Fruma and Rabbi Yehudah Leib Aronson 
on the birth of their daughter, Chana. Ye-
hudah Leib is the son of Andrea Libman.

Jonathan Fisher on his marriage to 
Natalie Mashian. Jonathan is the son of 
Drs. Claire and David Fisher.

Samantha and Nathan Gilson on the 
birth of their daughter, Georgia Lily. 
Grandparents are Julie and Andrew Gilson.

Brahna Kessler-Layman and Meir 
Layman on the birth of their daughter, 
Danielle Avital. Grandparents are Linda 
and William Kessler.

Haley and Max Vogel on the birth of their 
son, Judah Marshall. Grandparents are 
Cheryl and Allan Vogel.

2009
Mazal tov to Dorit and Jesse Ebner on 
the birth of their son, Daniel Yehudah. 
Grandparents are Ellen and Howard Ebner.

2010
Mazal tov to

Racheli Berkovitz on her engagement to 

Ephraim Schwartz. Racheli is the daughter 
of Sharon Levinson and Prof. Jay Berkovitz.

Sarah Diamond on her engagement to 
Ilan Griboff. Sarah is the daughter of Anne 
and Tzvi Diamond.

Rivka Malka and David Gleizer on the 
birth of their son, Shmuel Meir. Grand-
mother is Inna Grinblat.

Yossi Kashnow on his marriage to Jodi 
Blumenthal. Yossi is the son of Esther and 
David Kashnow.

Rachel Renz on her marriage to Jacob 
Slutsky. Rachel is the daughter of Cathy 
and George Renz.

Bella Rumshiskaya on her marriage to 
Yaacov Cohn. Bella is the daughter of Katia 
Rumshiskaya and Boris Rumshiskiy.

Yehuda Stuchins on his engagement to 
Sloane Gray. Yehuda is the son of Florence 
and Dr. Arthur Stuchins.

2011
Mazal tov to

Tzukit Cohen on her engagement to 
Raphael Chetrit. Tzukit is the daughter of 
Shenhav and Eyal Cohen.

Yardenna Milgram on her engagement 
to Yoni Glazer. Yardenna is the daughter of 
Rebecca and Kenneth Milgram.

Noah Swartz on his engagement to 
Raquel Garshovsky. Noah is the son of 
Deborah and Jeffrey Swartz.

Alexander Wiener on his marriage to 
Atara Minster. Alex is the son of Dr. Jan 
Rothschild and Andrew Wiener.

2012
Mazal tov to Adin Liss on his engage-
ment to Ora Schneck. Adin is the son of 
Mindy and Martin Liss..

2013
Mazal tov to Yehuda Gale on his marriage 
to Tzipora Machlah Klapper. Yehuda is the 
son of Atarah and Israel Gale. 

Ephi Eisenberg ’89, Dr. Michal Eisenberg 
’94 and Sara Bleier on the loss of their 
beloved mother, Fay Grajower, z”l.

Faye (Isserow) Landes ’77 on the loss of 
her beloved father, Saul Isserow, z”l.

Phyllis (Kranz) Corn ’78 and Joanne (Kranz) 
Zayat ’80 on the loss of their beloved  
mother, Sandra Kranz, z”l.

CLASS NOTES

 CONDOLENCES
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Senior Keeps Climbing, Propelled by Chesed 

Jesse Gould '17 at the summit of Mount Kilimanjaro.

What did you do during your February 
vacation? Maimonides School senior 
Jesse Gould climbed 19,341-foot 
Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania, the 
largest peak in Africa.

“If you measure all the mountains 
of the world by the difference be-
tween the peak and the surrounding 
landscape —  which translates to how 
high you actually have to climb in 
order to reach the summit — Kiliman-
jaro is the fourth highest mountain in 
the world,” noted Jesse’s father Jerry. 

To qualify for the adventure, Jesse 
and his 14 climbing companions 
either raised money for or donated 
to Shalva, the Israel Association for 
the Care and Inclusion of Persons 
with Disabilities. The organization is 
“dedicated to providing transforma-
tive care for individuals with disabili-
ties, empowering their families and 
promoting social inclusion.”

Jesse learned about Shalva through 
his involvement with the Yachad Club 
at Maimonides. Last year he raised 
$3,000 after securing pledges for 
participating in the Jerusalem half-
marathon, dedicating his run to the 
memory of Ezra Schwartz, zk”l. 

“Later that summer, in a newsletter 
from Shalva, there was a little ad,” he 
said. The announcement was for a 
fundraising project: climb Kilimanjaro 
for a Shalva contribution. The mini-
mum was $10,000 for an American. 
Jesse said he told his parents, “Check it 
out —  look what I can do.” He donat-
ed all the money he made working at 
the JCC last summer, and secured do-
nations from friends and community 
members to meet the requirement.

Jesse didn’t embark on this adventure 
as a neophyte. Through his Boy Scouts 
encampments, he has hiked and 
climbed in New Mexico and the Rock-
ies. Twice he participated in Philmont 
Scout Ranch in New Mexico, where 
“the whole thing is climbing,” for 12 
straight days, he said.

Kilimanjaro, Jesse acknowledged, was 
“a little more serious. Halfway across 
the world, you don’t know the culture, 
the weather, any information besides 

what you can find on the Internet. It’s 
not something the average person 
wants to do. You go through the rain 
forest (and you have to be on anti-ma-
laria pills in the rain forest), the desert, 
the alpine desert and the Arctic ice 
cap. And it’s the same thing on the 
way back.” 

The experience totaled 10 days, Jesse 
said; the climb took eight and a half 
and the descent a day and a half. 
“Getting to the top,” he asserted, “is 
incredible.”

The Shalva group was led by six pro-
fessional guides. Jesse and two other 
participants were the youngest at 18. 
After landing in Tanzania, the climbers 
drove several hours to a check-in area, 
then another two hours to the base 
camp. Kilimanjaro, he said, “is really, 
really out there.”

“People say the mountains control 
their own environment. It’s very true,” 
Jesse testified. “Some days it was 
sunny, and the next minute it was 
raining and hailing and freezing cold.” 
Somewhere around the middle of 
the climb, Jesse conceded, he asked 
himself, “Why am I here? But once you 
push through, everything is worth it 
— a great experience.”

The final nine hours to the summit be-
gan at midnight, because “the ground 
is not stable enough during the 
middle of the day,” he explained. So 
they set off in the dark, cold and snow. 
“It was miserable; it was horrible,” he 
said. “The air gets thinner and it gets 
hard to breathe; I was gasping for air 
all the time.”

The fact that he was enduring these 
challenges to benefit Shalva was “a  
big motivator,” Jesse said. “It was more 
than just climbing because I felt like it, 
or paying to climb. I raised money to 
help kids, and I felt like I had to make 
it to the top because of that. And 
there were points where I wanted to 
quit.”

Jesse was captain and MVP of the 
2016 M-Cats soccer team and also was 
a member of the basketball team. He 
has completed the requirements to 
become an Eagle Scout, and is hoping 

for an appointment to the U.S. Air Force Academy or 
the U.S. Military Academy for 2017-18.

“We are very proud of Jesse and we are also grateful 
for the part that the Maimonides School community 
has played in helping him cultivate his talent and 
best instincts,” Jerry Gould said.
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RANSITION TIME Special efforts 
continue to facilitate the transition from 
Middle School to Upper School, for parents 
as well as students. The annual parents’ In-

troduction to Upper School took place the evening 
of March 21. The agenda included curriculum, stu-
dent life and learning in the Upper School.  In early 
January, eighth graders took advantage of opportu-
nities to get to know some Upper School teachers 
in specially-designed classroom sessions, including 
model lessons. “You will have a chance to feel what 
an Upper School class is like in direct comparison 
to your current eighth grade classes,” the principals 
explained. Also in January, based on preferences 
expressed earlier about our various extracurricular 
activities, eighth graders had hands-on opportuni-
ties to participate in selected clubs and activities.

ODEL UN SUCCESS The Mai-
monides School delegation returned 
from the annual Yeshiva University 
National Model United Nations with 

the third-place trophy. More than 40 schools 

participated in the three-day event in Stamford, CT. 
There were impressive individual award-winners as 
well: Ariana Gewurz ’17 and Michael Schwartz ’19 
each won a best delegate prize for their respective 
committees. Zev Traum ’17 and Ezra Feder ’18 each 
received honorable mention.  Model UN is struc-
tured to simulate the actual United Nations. The 
Maimonides delegation took positions represent-
ing Ethiopia and Morocco. Also participating was 
Adam Kramer ’13, a YU senior serving as chair of the 
Counter-Terrorism Committee. Adam, who is study-
ing finance and political science, was a Model UN 
delegate as an Upper School junior and senior.

COUTING SERVICE As his Eagle Scout 
community service project, Maimonides 
School senior Baruch-Lev Kelman is study-
ing silver Jewish objects hidden in Europe 

during World War II.  They are now part of a col-
lection at the U.S. Coast Guard Academy in New 
London, CT. Eventually the items will be displayed 
alongside the Judaica collection at the Museum 

of Fine Arts in Boston. Baruch-Lev is a member of 
Troop 54, which is chartered to Maimonides School.   

NEW BOOK BY MRS. PYWELL  
Upper School English teacher Sharon 
Pywell’s fourth book, The Romance 
Reader’s Guide to Life, is scheduled for 

publication on April 4 by Flatiron Books as a down-
load or hardcover. “Two very different sisters, their 
post-World War II cosmetics business, a swash-
buckling pirate novel, and a dead dog with a shoe 
fetish are among the wildly disparate ingredients 
Pywell stirs into a zesty fictional stew,” says Kirkus 
Reviews about the novel.  “The plot verges on zany, 
but Pywell also crafts mounting suspense that over-
whelms any readerly skepticism…. Smart, funny, 
and compulsively readable: this one may finally win 
the under-recognized author the wider audience 
her talent deserves.” Ms. Pywell, who joined the 
Maimonides faculty in 1995, has scheduled her first 
reading at Newtonville Books for April 4. She said 
paperback editions and a sound recording are in 
the works.
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A scene from the Purim play, an annual Grade 3 highlight directed by teacher Michal Bessler.


