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Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share infor-
mation on individual graduates’ ventures and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of preparing 
educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. Your ideas and accomplishments will help sustain and strengthen this key 
communications tool; please forward to alumni@maimonides.org.

Graduate Helps Revitalize Detroit with Healthy Foods in Corner Stores

The effort began in May 2010 
with fresh produce, but “we 
found it wasn’t a sustainable 
business model,” Noam said. 
The demand was for healthy, 
convenient, prepared foods. The 
enterprise met some resistance 
initially. “We were sort of thrust 
from the educational reality into 
real life,” Noam said. “So we’ve 
made a lot of adaptations. I think 
people are just happy to see 
better quality food in the city.”

Today Noam is the sole originator 
still on the scene. He has an 
arrangement with a local restau-
rant to prepare the food.  “We are 
basically the delivery people,” 
he said, with 25 corner stores 
receiving food deliveries. He hopes to 
double that number over the next few 
months.

There’s a social as well as a nutritional 
component to Fresh Corner Café: “The 
goal, in addition to improved access 
to healthy food, is to create a more 
sociable environment in these low 
income areas, more of a wholesome 
presence in each of these stores,” 
Noam explained.

“There have been a lot of disap-
pointments, but it also has been very 
rewarding. I feel I have a lot of part-
ners in the community.” His efforts 
have been chronicled in business 
articles and blogs, and he was recently 

Last year Noam Kimelman ’04 
dropped out of graduate school and 
moved to Detroit. And as he acknowl-
edges, “You don’t end up in Detroit 
unless you’re here for a reason.”

There aren’t many better reasons, as 
Noam runs Fresh Corner Café, which 
provides healthy prepared foods 
to hundreds of inner city residents 
through a network of corner stores 
and gas stations.

After earning an undergraduate 
degree in anthropology from the 
University of Michigan, Noam began 
pursuit of a master’s in health policy 
there. As part of a course called Social 
Venture Creation, he was a member 
of a six-student team assigned to 
develop a business that addressed a 
social issue.

“We united around the cause of fresh 
food access in Detroit,” Noam said. 
The business model was built around 
neighborhood corner stores. There 
are hundreds throughout the inner 
city, and “if they were to carry quality 
foods, the model could sustain itself 
and replicate very quickly.”

The proposal ended up winning a 
competition: “We got some funding; 
we gained a lot of traction. People 
were very excited about what we 
were doing,” Noam related. “Before I 
knew it, I had moved to Detroit and 
dropped out of school. And now I run 
a business full-time.”

part of a Detroit Jewish News cover 
story on emerging leaders.

What about long-term personal plans? 
“I see myself in Detroit over the next 
five years,” he said. “The more time 
I spend here, the more I fell in love 
with the community -- including the 
Jewish community,” Noam said.  He 
is connecting with “food justice orga-
nizations” and “considering other 
streams of revenue, including a subsi-
dization model whereby a wealthier 
population would help support our 
work.”

Ultimately, he said, “it’s between 
Detroit and Israel.”

Noam Kimelman ‘04
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Mentoring Program in Jerusalem Dedicated to the Memory of Lotte Katz, z”l
Family and friends of Mrs. Lotte Katz, 
z”l, gathered in Jerusalem recently 
to dedicate the Mentoring Program 
at Kav L’Noar Center for Families and 
Young Adults to her memory. 

Mrs. Katz served for many years in 
a variety of leadership roles in the 
Greater Boston Jewish community, 
especially at Maimonides School, from 
which her four children graduated. 
She was proud of her husband Erwin’s 
close relationship with Rabbi Joseph 
B. Soloveitchik, zt”l, and was devoted 
to the many students who came to 
student with the Rav in his summer 
kollel, for whom she provided housing. 
Ms. Katz is fondly remembered by the 
hundreds of college students who 
for almost 40 years were invited for 
Shabbat or Yom Tov meals to her home 
in Brookline.  

At the dedication, her nephew, Dr. 
Ronald Wachtel ‘60, Director, described 
Kav L’Noar’s therapeutic mentoring 
program as “an impactful intervention 

that provides teens with 
supportive one-to-one 
relationships with profes-
sionally matched young 
men and women.  It is a 
gentle intervention with 
powerful results and is 
geared to helping change 
their lives for the better… 
forever.”

Dr. Wachtel said he 
is delighted that the 
program would now bear 
the name of Lotte Katz, 
“a woman who devoted 
her life to mentoring 
and guiding others on 
a path that would best 
serve their needs and 
interests. She was the consummate 
ba’alat chesed and was able to magnifi-
cently combine Torah learning with a 
deep love for Eretz Yisrael. She utilized 
her life’s lessons and her natural 
wisdom to nurture and cultivate 
lasting relationships.” 

Among the guests at the dedication 
were Rabbi David and Miriam Shapiro. 
Rabbi Shapiro made aliyah in August 
after a 40-year career at Maimonides, 
including serving as Principal and Rosh 
Yeshiva.

Dr. Ronald Wachtel ‘60 is joined by his cousins, children of 
Lotte and Erwin Katz, from left: Meira Davis ‘65, Yonina Langer 

‘67, Debbie Cohen ‘69 and Nathan Katz ‘73.

Here & There...

Maimonides School soon will 
introduce an updated website, and 
alumni are encouraged to help 
with one of its new features.  The 
“Maimo Moment” is described as a 
one- or two-sentence summary of 
an incident or anecdote that reflects 
on the school’s unique mission.  
Alumni from any era with memo-
ries they would like to share may 
send them to maimomoments@
maimonides.org (anonymity avail-
able if preferred).  

A powerful essay by Talia (Liben) 
Yarmush ’02 was published in the 
October issue of Hadassah maga-
zine. “Family Matters: Pregnant 
Pause for an Answer” personal-
izes the accounts in the Tanakh of 
women struggling with infertility. 
“I am surrounded by the specter 
of my biblical foremothers, most 
of whom struggled with infertility 
themselves,” she writes. “I desper-
ately seek hope in their stories.” 
An editor’s note at the conclusion 
reports that Talia and her husband 
Gabe Yarmush ’02 are expecting 
their first child in November. Talia, 
who lives in Linden, NJ, is also 
working on her first novel. 

Anya (Salganik) Kleinman ’02 
recently started her pediatrics resi-
dency at Rainbow Babies and Chil-
dren’s Hospital in Cleveland. She is 
a 2011 graduate of the Ben Gurion 
University Medical School for Inter-
national Health in Beer Sheva. 

Elazer Edelman ’74, M.D., Ph.D., 
delivered a Lewis Katz Prize Lecture 
at Columbia University medical 
Center Oct. 27. His talk was entitled, 
“What Vascular Biology Can Teach 
Us about Cancer Biology.” Dr. 
Edelman, a senior physician at 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital, 
is Cabot Professor of Health 
Sciences and Technology at MIT 
and professor of medicine, Harvard 
Medical School. Lewis Katz, 
entrepreneur and philanthropist, 

Maimo Moments

created prizes in 2006 to recognize 
outstanding contributions in cardio-
vascular research. 
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Alumnus Artist’s Latest Film a Statement about Impact of Greed and Waste

The latest artistic endeavor by Joel 
Tauber ’90 is a dramatic metaphor for 
what he sees as existential challenges 
facing Los Angeles.

Joel’s short film “Pumping” premiered 
on Oct. 7 at Louisville’s International 
Festival of Film.

In his director’s statement, Joel 
explains, “During my research of the 
early history of Los Angeles, I was 
continually amazed by the over-
whelming similarities to our current 
plight, and I was struck by how ridicu-
lous it is that we continue to make the 
same mistakes that we made almost 

150 years ago” -- unregulated business 
and “an endless thirst for resources.” 

“Pumping” describes not only the 
city’s history but also “imagines a 
future where the oil is all gone and 
where water is scarce. A solitary man 
rides his handcar along abandoned 
train tracks through the desert. He 
hauls a precious container of water 
that he fills with an old water pump. 
He recalls a past of seemingly endless 
promise, as he is haunted by memo-
ries of the oil pumps that once domi-
nated the city’s landscape.”

“Pumping” also has been presented 
as a multi-media art installation at 

Susanne Vielmetter Los Angeles Proj-
ects and at the Hanes Gallery at Wake 
Forest University. The Los Angeles 
Times described it as “a film triptych in 
a layered and marvelously provocative 
new sculptural installation…. What 
emerges is an unusual meditation on 
history.” The film is supplemented by 
“a massive length of actual steel rail-
road track” bearing a handcar and a 
tumbleweed that is “actually a dense 
tangle of steel strips.” 

After several years as a resident of 
Los Angeles, Joel is now assistant 
professor of art, specializing in video 
art, at Wake Forest University in 
Winston-Salem, NC.

Recent Graduate Discovers New Horizons on College Fencing Team

Brahna Kessler ‘08

Once in a while, you don’t learn 
everything you need to know at 
Maimonides.

Brahna Kessler ’08 qualified for 
the NCAA Regionals last season in 
women’s fencing. She is back for her 
third season on the Yeshiva Univer-
sity squad, and her coach, Judith 
Cummins, says she has “high expecta-
tions” for Brahna this season, which 
begins Nov. 13.

Fencing has never been an extracur-
ricular activity at Maimonides. Indeed, 
it is offered at only a handful of high 
schools in New England. But Brahna 
has a solid explanation for joining 
the intercollegiate fencing team: 
“Coming to Stern was a little bit of 
an overwhelming experience. There 
is such a diverse student population 
and so many opportunities available,” 
she related. “I was determined even 
before I arrived in New York to try and 
immerse myself in the college experi-
ence that Stern had to offer.”

Fencing, she acknowledged, is a 
sport of which she had little knowl-
edge. “But the tryout flyers on the 
walls caught my eye and intrigued 
me. College is supposed to be a 
new beginning, so why not do 
something I’ve never done before?”

Brahna said she got much more 
from fencing than a new skill. 
“Fencing has taught me patience, 
control, strategy and responsi-
bility. Weekly training sessions 
throughout seven months of the 
year demand a dedication and 
determination to succeed. But 
it is really the bond that formed 
between me and my teammates 
that really made it worth it.” 

Coach Cummins remembers 
that “in her first year on the team 
Brahna turned up at the first prac-
tice—didn’t wait for tryouts -- with 
all her NCAA paperwork filled out. 
Even the returning team members 
didn’t have their paperwork that 
first practice. “

Now she fences saber and is a left-
handed starter. Her coach said, “I think 
she really loves the sport and works very 
hard.”


