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Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share infor-
mation on individual graduates’ ventures and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of preparing 
educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. Your ideas and accomplishments will help sustain and strengthen this key 
communications tool; please forward to alumni@maimonides.org.

Graduate Honors Her Persecuted Relatives by Aiding Needy Shoah Survivors

 Visit Maimonides on Facebook   Follow our Twitter feed, KolRambam
 Subscribe to our YouTube channel, MaimoTube

A social welfare organization known 
as the Blue Card was established by 
the Jewish community in Germany in 
1934, to help Jews victimized by Nazi 
restrictions. 

Five years later, the Blue Card was 
reestablished in the United States to 
continue aiding refugees of Nazi perse-
cution resettling in America. The Blue 
Card calls itself the only national orga-
nization whose sole mission is to help 
needy Holocaust survivors.

Today, Eve Stieglitz ’03 heads the 
group’s Young Leadership Division, as 
a tribute to her relatives who endured 
the horror of the Shoah. Members 
of the Young Leadership Committee 
organize programs that raise funds, 
create awareness and build on social 
circles and networks that advance the 
organization’s mission.

According to Blue Card, more than 
75,000 Holocaust survivors live in the 
United States today, and nearly a third 
of them struggle to make ends meet. 
“I was shocked to learn that there are 
so many survivors below the poverty 
level,” Eve said.

Eve became involved with Blue Card 
about three years ago, inspired by her 
family’s “roots trip” to her mother’s 
family’s shtetl in southern Poland. “We 
actually had a reunion in Rymanow, 
which was mostly Jewish before the 
war,” she said. Eve also visited former 
shuls, the sites of concentration camps 
and the city of Krakow. “I learned a lot 

of Jewish history there, and I 
was really moved.”

She learned of Blue Card, 
which has five fulltime 
employees, from a colleague, 
and “it totally made sense. 
What better way to honor 
my grandparents than by 
working for a very time-sensi-
tive cause that gives financial 
assistance and provides 
medical aid and social 
programming to survivors at 
or below the poverty level?” 
Eve not only became a volun-
teer but also immediately 
took the leadership position. 

Eve is a corporate recruiter 
for Starcom Mediavest Group. 
She also teaches in a profes-
sional enrichment seminar 
program at New York Insti-
tute of Technology. 

“I have established myself 
in the recruitment industry 
for the past seven years, and 
this is a prime business skill that I can 
apply to this charity,” she noted. This 
year she helped launch a new hospital 
visitation program, through which 
volunteers connect with hospitalized 
survivors who have no families.

“Right now I am gearing up for our 
third annual young leadership ping 
pong social at Chelsea Piers,” she said, 
adding with a laugh, “I’ve been living 
and breathing this day in and day 

out for the past month.” The event is 
Thursday evening, May 1.

For more information on the Blue 
Card Young Leadership Division or to 
contact Eve about donating or getting 
involved go to: www.bluecardfund.
org/young-leadership.html

To RSVP to the Young Ping Pong Social 
go to: www.bluecardfund.org/blue-
card-events-ping-pong-social-2014.
html

Eve Stieglitz ‘03

mailto:alumni@maimonides.org
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Maimonides-School/214014070830
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Brookline-MA/Maimonides-School/214014070830
http://www.youtube.com/user/MaimonidesSchoolMA
http://www.youtube.com/user/MaimoTube
http://www.bluecardfund.org/young-leadership.html
http://www.bluecardfund.org/young-leadership.html
http://bluecardfund.org/bluecard-events-ping-pong-social-2014.html
http://bluecardfund.org/bluecard-events-ping-pong-social-2014.html
http://bluecardfund.org/bluecard-events-ping-pong-social-2014.html


ConneCting MaiMonides aluMni WorldWide

Kol Bogrei  
rambam

Page 2 of 6

April 2014 ~ Nisan 5774

HBO promotes its May 25 movie The 
Normal Heart as “an unflinching look” 
at the onset of the HIV-AIDS crisis in 
New York City in the early 1980s.

Judith (Lupatkin) Bernstein ’00, a 
member of the marketing and promo-
tion team for HBO Films and HBO 
Documentaries, said this is the type of 
production that fulfills her professional 
objectives: “Taking the entertainment 
media that everybody knows so well 
and using them for good.”

Judith is part of the team that is 
planning and executing the movie’s 
upcoming promotional campaign, 
including magazine, television, 
online and billboard advertising.  The 
campaign will also include promo-
tional partnerships and sponsorship 
opportunities that support relevant 
charitable causes.

In addition to the media and promo-
tional campaigns, Judith focuses on 
designing poster art for the films and 
documentaries. 

An American Studies major at Brandeis, 
Judith said, “I try to bring a sense 
of history to the art and show how 
events go together to form a narra-
tive.” History as a cohesive narrative is 
actually a learning technique she said 
she learned as a student in Jennifer 
Goguen’s American History class at 
Maimonides.

Judith has worked at HBO since 
February 2012. Her work includes 
about 25 documentaries a year, “many 
of which focus on social justice and 
other important topics,” she related. 
“I really feel I am able to make a differ-
ence through this medium. I work with 
filmmakers all the time, and it’s really 
gratifying being able to help them 
usher their stories and their works into 
the public sphere.”

“I always wanted to work in entertain-
ment, TV, movies,” Judith continued. 
As an undergraduate, Judith took a 
number of academic classes on film 
and television and realized she could 
take her passion into the professional 
realm.  

Shortly after graduation in 2005, she 
joined the one-year Page Program 
at NBC, where she had the opportu-
nity to explore a range of corporate 
opportunities and responsibilities. 
This included interaction with some 
high-profile on-air talent, including 
a conversation with Conan O’Brien 
about their shared home town of 
Brookline. And while riding an elevator 
with Sir Paul McCartney to the studios, 
he serenaded her with a private rendi-
tion of “Hey, Jude.”

“The Page Program was a great way to 
explore many different aspects of the 
industry,” Judith said, adding that “I 
figured out early on that I didn’t want 
to do sales, and that I liked public rela-
tions and marketing.  I also realized 
that I needed to work for a product 
that I believed in.”

 Judith then worked at USA Network 
as assistant to the head of marketing. 
There she fine-tuned her goal of 
working on positive-themed produc-

tions and had the opportunity to 
work on pro-social initiatives.  She 
also continued her academic career, 
earning her master’s degree in cinema 
studies from NYU’s Tisch School of the 
Arts.  She was involved in marketing 
community programs on education, 
health and recycling.

Throughout her career, Judith 
acknowledged, there was some 
concern because network television 
and entertainment in general are “not 
exactly shomer Shabbat-friendly envi-
ronments.  However, I had been given 
the tools and confidence from my 
parents and Maimonides to be both 
true to Judaism and to myself — and 
not having to compromise. To this day, 
I never had to compromise my values 
for my job.” She also acknowledged, 
“That’s why I didn’t go into the world 
of breaking news.”

Now, at HBO, Judith really is able to 
combine her passion for film and her 
academic background and funnel 
them into meaningful consumer 
focused entertainment. The Normal 
Heart, directed by Ryan Murphy, is an 
“amazing story, really poignant, incor-
porating civil rights issues.  A recurring 
theme in the movie is a community’s 
need to take care of itself,” Judith 
said — a value about which she feels 
strongly, having been involved in 
her shuls and communities while at 
Maimonides and Brandeis as well as in 
New York City.

Judith, who now lives in the Riverdale 
section of the Bronx with her husband 
Matthew, said she loves independent 
film, and has served as a volunteer for 
the Tribeca Film Festival and the Israel 
Film Festival sponsored by the JCC of 
Manhattan.  In her (limited) additional 
spare time she also maintains the blog 
www.reelreviewer.blogspot.com, 
where she writes about film and televi-
sion from a cultural perspective.

Judith (Lupatkin) Bernstein ‘00

Alumna “Taking the Entertainment Media and Using Them for Good”
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Alumni Support Worthy Causes by Running Kilometers in Jerusalem 
Tami (Aronson) Gross ’78 competed 
in her fourth Jerusalem Half-Marathon 
on March 21, again raising money 
for the fund in memory of her family 
friend, 1st Sgt. Michael Levin, z”l.

Michael, 22, of Philadelphia, lost his 
life on August 1, 2006, during Israel’s 
Second Lebanon War.  His family 
established the fund to support 
centers and events for lone soldiers in 
Israel. 

The lone soldier center in Jerusalem, 
managed by Meira Weinstein ’99 
and her husband Josh Flaster, is 
named in memory of Michael. More 
information about the fund is at  
www.aheroinheaven.com.

Lone soldiers, Tami explained, “left 
their homes and families from coun-
tries all over the world to follow their 
Zionist dreams of making a new life 
for themselves in Israel.  This mara-
thon was especially memorable 
because I ran with my son, Judah, 
who is also a lone soldier working in 
the film unit of the IDF’s Dover Tzahal.“ 

Tami worked alongside 
Michael’s mother Harriet Levin 
for several years for a Jewish 
organization in Philadelphia. 
“We became very close,” she 
said. “She was actually at 
work that tragic day when she 
received the news. Michael 
Levin was a friend of ours.  His 
actions and memory are the 
impetus for many people to 
want to move to Israel and 
volunteer for the Israeli Army.”  

A few years ago, Tami said, “I 
decided to begin training and 
ran a women’s half-marathon 
in New York City with my three 
daughters.  My whole family 
also ran in the Philadelphia 
half-marathon in 2009.  When I 
learned of the Jerusalem Mara-
thon four years ago, I thought 
that it would be a great oppor-
tunity to run for the fund.”

She trained in a local park while Mrs. 
Levin sent letters and social media 
posts. “That first year we raised thou-
sands of dollars…Our jerseys have 
Michael’s photo so we get stopped 
often during the 21 kilometers to talk 
about who he was and why we are 
running for him.  The runners from 
the center all recognize us as well.” 

Tami and her husband Brian now 
live outside of Asheville, NC, where 
she works at the Jewish Community 
Center. “Training here is actually 
more in line with the course of the 
Jerusalem Marathon as we are in the 
mountains of western North Carolina.”  

Other Maimonides graduates and 
family members ran the Jerusalem 
Marathon to raise money for Shalva, 
an agency that provides services in 
Israel to more than 500 participants 
with special needs, including infants, 
children, adolescents and young 
adults. 

They include Yehuda, son of Dani 
and Jennie (Shapiro) Goldstein 
’91. Jennie said when her older son 
Ephraim graduated high school 
and enrolled in Yeshivat Har Etzion, 
“he began volunteering at Shalva 
one afternoon a week so he could 
see Yehuda more often.” Ephraim 
completed the marathon, which 
Jennie said was “a very magical aliya 
moment for all of us.” Also running to 
benefit Shalva were Yosef Gillers ’05 
and Jenny Brenner ’90 and her son 
Zechariah.

Running in Jerusalem to benefit 
Yachad, the Orthodox Union’s 
National Jewish Council for Disabili-
ties, was Ya’acov Braun, along with his 
mother, Ariel (Hurwich) Braun ’77 
and 18 of his 12th grade classmates. 
Ya’acov, who has Down’s syndrome, 
also ran in the 2013 Jerusalem 
Marathon. 

More Jerusalem road race photos 
can be found on Page 4. 

Tami (Aronson) Gross ‘78 and her son Judah after finishing the 
race.

Miriam (Ellis) Leichman ‘01 completes the 10-kilo-
meter race, which she used as a fundraiser for One 
Family, an organization that supports victims of 
terror.

http://www.aheroinheaven.com


ConneCting MaiMonides aluMni WorldWide

Kol Bogrei  
rambam

Page 4 of 6

April 2014 ~ Nisan 5774

Scenes from the March 21 Jerusalem Marathon and road races, from left: Eli Kazhdan ‘86; Ariella (Hurwich) Braun ‘77; Ariella’s son Ya’acov; 

Ophir Chernin ‘89.

More Maimonides road-runners, from left: Yosef Gillers ‘05 and Ben Nouriel ‘05; Jenny Brenner ‘90 with sons Zechariah and Amittai; Rabbi 

Adi Krohn ‘94 and son Asher, racing for Shalva.

And others along the route, from left: Dr. Leora Leeder ‘86; 2013 classmates Robert Naggar, Mikhael Smits and Rafi Diamond with Reuven 

Kawesch ‘06; Jennie (Shapiro) Goldstein ‘91 and her son Ephraim.
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Maimonides Alumni Here and There...
Dvora Toren ‘08, a first-year student at 
Yale University School of Law, has been 
chosen to take part in a two-week summer 
program sponsored by Fellowships at 
Auschwitz for the Study of Professional 
Ethics (FASPE). She was chosen through a 
competitive process from among almost 
900 applicants worldwide.

FASPE Fellowships examine the roles in 
Nazi Germany played by journalists, clergy 
and professionals in medicine and law, 
and how the moral codes governing these 
roles can be distorted or break down. The 
program takes place in conjunction with 
New York’s Museum of Jewish Heritage — 
A Living Memorial to the Holocaust. 

About 50 future law professionals will 
study the role the legal profession 
played in Nazi Germany as a context for 
ethical challenges they may face. The 
FASPE fellows, representing a range of 
religious, ethnic and racial backgrounds, 
will travel to New York, Germany and 
Poland and participate in seminars and 
attend lectures.  The program integrates 
historical, cultural, philosophical and 
literary sources, survivor testimony, and 
workshops in Berlin and Krakow and at 
Auschwitz.

Dvora said that she was inspired by her 
work at the Manhattan district attorney’s 
office and wants to give “voice to the 
voiceless…As a lawyer in training, I 
have an obligation to learn more than 
the doctrine; I must also consider what 
my professional and personal ethical 
responsibilities will be before I am 
responsible for defending or prosecuting 
anyone.”

Michael Kosowsky ’09 has been named 
a National Science Foundation research 
fellow. The NSF Graduate Research 
Fellowship Program, designed to help 
ensure the vitality of the human resource 
base of science and engineering in the 
United States, recognizes outstanding 
graduate students in science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics disciplines 
who are pursuing research-based master’s 
and doctoral degrees at accredited 
institutions. 

Michael, a senior at Brandeis University, 
said he has been awarded a three-year 
funded fellowship to do graduate work. “It 
provides much more academic freedom, 
because if you have your own funding, 
you are able to work with any professors 
you want, regardless of whether they 
have sufficient grant funding to support 

students,” he explained. He will pursue a 
graduate program in physics at Harvard 
University.

Josh Rosenbaum ’13 was spotlighted in 
a March 16 Jerusalem Post feature story 
about his efforts to support Leket Israel 
on Purim with hundreds of items of boxed 
food. He engineered the Israeli offshoot 
of “Shake ‘N’ Donate,” a campaign 
spearheaded by two New York area 
students. 

On Purim, instead of graggers or other 
noisemakers, participants used pasta and 
other boxed food. Then those products 
were donated to charity — in Israel to 
Leket, the country’s national food bank.

Josh, who is learning at Yeshivat Lev 
Hatorah, engaged more than 30 
representatives from 35 “gap year” 
institutions throughout Israel, according 
to the Post. He first became exposed 
to Leket Israel when he was part of a 
volunteer cohort harvesting vegetables to 
be distributed to the poor. “It went really, 
really well, thankfully,” he said, extending 
the credit to the representatives at each 
school. “We were able to collect almost 
2,000 boxes of pasta.”

LEFT: Dr. Danny Aghion ’99 chats with members of the Maimonides Upper School Mock Docs club following a presentation on ground-breaking efforts to cure epilepsy. 
Danny is a neurosurgery resident at Rhode Island Hospital. RIGHT: Mike Shrager ’09, left, co-chair of the recent National Hillel Basketball Tourmanent at the University of 
Maryland, is joined by participating fellow alumni during a break in the action, from left: Maryland graduate Avi Packer ’06; Josh Yarmush ’09, a senior at Rutgers; Brad 
Baskir ’10, a senior at Washington University; and Harvard senior Harry Chiel ’09.
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Heartfelt thanks to the dozens of 
alumni and friends in Israel who 
welcomed my wife and me at a 
surprise gathering in Yerushalayim 
on April 11, including, clockwise, 
from top left: Dr. Ronny Wachtel ‘60; 
Joe Abelow and Elie Gertel ‘91; Caro-
line (Peyser) Bollag ‘83, left, and her 
sister Daniella (Peyser) Teutsch ‘74; 
Adina (Bloomberg) ‘93 and Aviv Melese with Anne 
Gordon ‘87; Mordechai de la Fuente ‘65; Orli Mintz 
‘05 and Ezra Waxman ‘06; Dr. H. Myer Weiner and 
his great-grandson Hilel Dov; Rabbi David Shapiro; 
Dvir Weinberg ‘96 (left) and Jay Solomont, event 
planner and photographer (and me); and Rabbi Dr. 
Asher Schechter, Yoni Schoenberg ‘13 and Rabbi Yair 
Altshuler (right).

—Mike Rosenberg

Warm Welcome from Israel Alumni, Friends
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