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Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share informa-
tion on individual graduates’ initiatives and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of preparing 
educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. We invite your information, ideas and feedback—educational, professional 
or personal achievements, new business ventures, interesting or unusual experiences, insights on Jewish living and learning, or just greetings. 
Please contact us at alumni@maimonides.org.

Considering a Career Change? New Teacher, a 1990 Graduate, Says, “Go for It”

Geoffrey Adler ’90 has some advice 
for anyone considering a career 
change. “I would suggest soul 
searching, dreaming and drafting a 
list of goals, no matter how lofty they 
seem—and then pursuing them.”

He should know. After years of 
working as a sales representative, 
Geoff will begin teaching Grade 5 in a 
public school this fall.

The transition began three years 
ago, when Geoff, who lives in the 
western suburbs of Chicago, was 
asked if he had any interest in filling 
a third grade teaching position in the 
religious school at his shul. “With a 
little nudging and coaching, my wife 
Wendy led me through my first year. It 
was monumentally successful,” Geoff 
asserted, adding, “This year will be my 
fourth year teaching third grade at 
Congregation Beth Shalom.”

“During that first year, I realized that 
teaching is a passion of mine,” he 
continued. “I was given the oppor-
tunity to teach how I wanted, what 
I wanted, and when I wanted, and I 
was inspired. I was inspired to teach 
because of one factor, my students. I 
promised myself to make teaching a 

new career… It is said that ‘a journey 
a thousand miles begins with a single 
step.’ I say, ‘March forward’.” 

Geoff enrolled at National-Louis 
University, which specializes in 
training future educators. “I took two 
to three night classes per week over 
18 months to become certified to 
teach K-9,” Geoff said. “I had to learn 
to balance full-time employment, 
family (three children), and school. 
There were many nights and week-
ends I was up past midnight working 
on homework. Yet, it set a valuable 
lesson for my children. It showed 
them that it doesn’t matter how old 
you are, you are never too old to set 
goals and achieve them, and you are 
never too old to go back to school.” 

A few weeks ago, just before finishing 
his student-teaching assignment, 
Geoff received a call from the 
 Chippewa Elementary School in 
Bensenville, IL. “I was fortunate to be 
offered a teaching position,” which 
he will begin shortly after receiving 
his master’s degree in education in 
August, he said.

Geoff has been out of high school for 
20 years. But he still appreciates the 
influence that Rabbi Jon Bloomberg of 

Geoffrey Adler ’90

the limudei kodesh faculty had on his 
life. “His humility and intelligence are 
a few of the attributes that come to 
mind when I think of him. I would like 
to aspire to that level,” he said. Geoff 
also credited former English teacher 
Sally David “for inspiring to me to 
write, and write often. Mrs. David 
always offered positive feedback in 
her comments. Her teaching style is 
something I would like to reproduce 
in my own classroom.” 

  Visit Maimonides on Facebook       NEW: Follow our Twitter feed, KolRambam!
  Subscribe to our YouTube channel, MaimoTube

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Brookline-MA/Maimonides-School/214014070830
http://twitter.com/KolRambam
http://www.youtube.com/user/MaimoTube
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Senior Project Launches Alumnus on Path to Video Games Management

Avi Rosenstein ’99 is a marketing 
manager in one of the fastest growing 
and most popular industries in Amer-
ican culture: video games. He says he 
is focusing on “capturing expanded 
audiences with new, unique, fun 
experiences.” 

“The biggest trend in the past five 
years has been the rapid growth of 
casual gaming,” he observed. “Also, 
the Nintendo Wii was very successful 
in offering an accessible experience to 
non-hardcore gamers that revolved 
around social moments, without 
a complicated controller. As an 
example, the fitness category of video 
gaming is one of the fastest growing 
segments right now.  Microsoft 
and Sony are both launching major 
peripherals and campaigns this year 
that also require using your body to 
control the game, in order to bring 
new consumers to their respective 
consoles.”

Avi, who grew up in Providence and 
now lives in Los Angeles, joined 
Electronic Arts, Inc., the entertain-
ment software company, about two 
years ago to work on kids’ and family 
games. EA develops, publishes, 
and distributes interactive software 
for video game systems, as well as 
personal computers and the Internet.

As a senior global product manager, 
Avi is responsible for “everything 
involved in bringing my products to 
market worldwide.” That includes 
forecasting, budgeting, consumer 
research, branding strategies, public 
relations, packaging and advertising.

His senior project at Maimonides, 
coordinated with former foreign 
language teacher Susan Soranno, 
was an internship at a marketing firm, 
and that triggered his interest. Avi 

focused on marketing and finance as 
a Boston University undergraduate, 
and then landed an internship in 
brand marketing with Hasbro. “When 
I graduated, they asked me to come 
back, and that started my career in 
marketing for toys.”

Avi is an advocate of games’ positive 
influence on young people—with the 
proviso “everything in moderation.” 
“Personally, and there are studies to 
back this up, gaming has many devel-
opmental benefits,” he pointed out. “I 
always attribute gaming for my quick 
decision-making, refined motor skills, 
multitasking skills, and the ability to 
quickly disseminate information and 
move forward.” He added that “while 
I played many games growing up, as I 
do now, I was also very active in sports 
and other activities and hobbies.”

What about concerns with video 
games’ potential negative influence 
on users? There is a rating system, 
he acknowledged, adding, “Retailers 
won’t sell mature games to kids, but 
it’s also up to the parents, in the same 
way they’d want to prevent their kids 
from seeing a rated-R movie… It’s ulti-
mately up to the parents to instill the 
morals and values in their children to 
be able to make smart decisions and 
understand how to maturely deal with 
this content, if exposed to it.”

“I’ve worked mostly on games that 
are educational, creative, physical, or 
include puzzle solving—one of these 
in collaboration with Steven Spiel-
berg,” Avi noted. “None of them have 
content any racier than a PG movie.” 

Avi Rosenstein ’99 during a recent visit to Chizkiyahu’s tunnel  
under the City of David in Yerushalayim.
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Tova Katz ’02 School’s Latest Wexner Fellow

Tova Katz ’02 has been selected as 
one of 10 Wexner Fellows/Davidson 
Scholars for 2010. She will spend the 
next two years working toward an 
MBA at the Heller School for Manage-
ment and Social Policy at Brandeis 
University, to be followed by two 
years serving the Greater Boston 
Jewish community.

According to the Wexner website, the 
fellowship program was established 
“to encourage promising candidates 
to successfully meet the challenges 
of professional Jewish leadership in 
the North American Jewish commu-
nity… In addition to financial assis-
tance toward graduate study, fellows 
become part of a diverse professional 
community that encourages learning 
about one’s self as a leader through 
interactions with others with different 
points of view.  Fellows engage with 
expert faculty members in the field 

of leadership education and expert 
scholars in Jewish studies.”

Tova said that although she hasn’t 
decided on a field of communal 
work, “I am interested in working 
on engagement initiatives for Birth-
right alumni. But that could take 
me in many 
directions!” 

Tova and 
her husband 
Itamar 
Jotkowitz are 
the parents of 
a son, Amiel. 

Several other 
Maimonides 
alumni have 
been selected 
for this prestigious fellowship since 
the program began in 1979, most 
recently Noah Cheses ’03.

Here and There…

 Six Maimonides School Grade 
8 student leaders took part in a 
recent video conversation with three 
of their counterparts from Hillel 
Hebrew Academy in Los Angeles to 
discuss fundraising for Haitian relief. 
The connection was launched when 
Peni (Tuchman) Bouskila ’86 of 
Los Angeles contacted the school 
and said her daughter Shira and 
two of her friends had raised more 
than $1,000 for Haiti. Since their 
efforts were not part of a school-
wide campaign, Peni suggested that 
they pool their donations with those 
from Maimonides School. Rabbi 
Dov Huff ’00, Grade 8 dean, also 
took part in the conversation, to the 
delight of the California trio. Rabbi 
Huff is a former teacher at Hillel 
Hebrew Academy.

 Zach Weiner ’06 is working 
as an intern for the advertising 
company publicizing an upcoming 
documentary. The film, Bad Blood: A 
Cautionary Tale, tells of a hemophilia 
vaccine that was mixed with blood 
contaminated with HIV back in the 
1970s, resulting in the deaths of 
more than 10,000 people. Bad Blood 
chronicles how the FDA, manufac-
turers, and many doctors knew the 
blood was unscreened but did not 
act. “It’s very powerful and moving,” 
Zach said. “I am part of an adver-
tising campaign that is spreading 
word about the documentary even 
before it receives a release date. 
We first began by informing the 
hemophilia community and are now 
broadening it to everyone on the 
eve of the trailer being released.” 

 Judith Lupatkin ’00 recently 
received a master’s degree in 
Cinema Studies from the Tisch 
School of the Arts at New York 
University. Judith is in the marketing 
department at USA Network.  

Amng the newest Maimonides School alumni is Aaron Schechter ‘10, receiving his diploma on 
June 13 from Rabbi Yair Altshuler, principal, with Middle School Director Rabbi Avi Bossewitch 

alongside. Aaron’s mother, Naomi (Abromson) Schechter, graduated in 1977. His classmate Sam 
Michaelson is the son of Dr. Jennifer (Kosowsky) Michaelson ‘85.

Tova Katz ’02 with son 
Amiel Jotkowitz


