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Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share infor-
mation on individual graduates’ ventures and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of preparing 
educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. Your ideas and accomplishments will help sustain and strengthen this key 
communications tool; please forward to alumni@maimonides.org. Also, check out the “Alumni” video playlist on Maimonides School’s YouTube 
channel, MaimoTube!

Adam Berman ‘05, 
left, and Rabbi Allan 

Houben ‘98 finish the 
ING Miami Half-Mara-

thon together.  Both 
alumni were running 

as part of Team HASC, 
to benefit the summer 

camp program of the 
Hebrew Academy for 

Special Children. Both 
have served on the 

staff at Camp HASC. 
Adam is a senior at 
Yeshiva University 

and Allan is a Judaic 
studies teacher and 

assistant program 
director at Weinberg 
Yeshiva High School 

in Boca Raton, FL. 
Also completing the 

half-marathon was 
Maimonides School 
senior Elan Baskir, 

running as part of 
Team Yachad.

American Jewish Committee Honoring One of Its Shining Stars

to the lead agency on critical issues 
facing our community, namely Jewish 
education, the Jewish family, identity 
and continuity, intra-Jewish relations 
and Israel-Diaspora relations.”

A prominent commentator on issues 
facing the American Jewish commu-
nity, Steve also is a member of the 
Maimonides School Board of Trustees. 
He was instrumental in coordinating 
the 40-year reunion of his graduating 
class, which included a bus tour to 

Dr. Steven Bayme ’67, director of 
contemporary Jewish life for the 
American Jewish Committee, will be 
honored with the Professional Leader-
ship Award at a reception to be held 
on Wednesday, April 27. The event will 
take place at the Grand Hyatt Hotel, 
Washington, DC, as part of an AJC 
Global Forum.

According to David Harris, AJC 
executive director, for the past three 
decades Steve “has propelled AJC 

Alum a Bedtime  
Sports Host

Brad Baskir ’10 has launched 
a sports talk radio program at 
Washington University in St. Louis, 
where he is a freshman. Besides 
airing on the campus radio station, 
“Bedtime Sports with Brad and 
Brad” (the co-host is Brad Lewis 
of Cleveland) can be streamed 
online at KWUR.com Sundays from 
9-11 p.m. Eastern time. “We take 
phone calls on the air, and it really 
is a very professional production,” 
Brad said. ”We discuss all national 
sports topics and touch on issues 
that arise on and off the field.” The 
phone number to call to be on the 
show is (314) 935-5987. The website 
(best bet to hear the show clearly) 
is http://kwur.com/.

sites the school 
occupied in Boston 
before relocating 
to Brookline in 1962 
and 1964.

His most recent 
book is American 
Jewry’s Comfort 
Level: Present and 
Future, written with 
Manfred Gerstenfeld of the Jerusalem 
Center for Public Affairs. 

Steve Bayme ’67

mailto:alumni@maimonides.org
http://www.youtube.com/user/MaimoTube?feature=mhum#p/c/E0A571CDFB66A57E
http://kwur.com/
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Grad’s Original Musical Comedy Portrays Pre-Med and Its Challenges

Melody Michaelson ’07 is a senior at 
Brandeis University who is waiting to 
hear from medical schools. 

Whether she is accepted or not, 
however, she will leave her signature 
on the process, as she has crafted 
a musical comedy about the trials 
and tribulations of a pre-medical 
undergraduate.

“Behind the Stethoscope is about 
a diverse group of students inter-
viewing for admission to medical 
school,” said Melody, who is directing 
the show’s premiere with a cast from 
the Maimonides Middle School. 
“The musical follows students who 
shadow Dr. Strauss for their summer 
internship. As they race to receive Dr. 
Strauss’s prized letter of recommenda-
tion, each student reveals his or her 
motivations and the risks they are 
willing to take to become a physician.”

Melody wrote the script, the music 
and the lyrics as her senior thesis 
at Brandeis. She explained that she 
is not only pre-med but also on a 
theater education track, and “my 
goal is to educate students specifi-
cally in the sciences. I wrote this 
musical as a way to pique interest 
and make it more exciting.” Thus the 

show features plenty of scientific and 
medical jargon. Among the seven songs 
is one entitled, “Tetraphenylcyclohepta-
dienone.” Another number highlights the 
Rambam’s “Prayer for the Physician.” 

“Behind the Stethoscope is about the 
desire to make a difference, the pres-
sure to succeed, and the persistence 
required to fulfill one’s dreams,” Melody 
continued. The struggle to gain admis-
sion to medical school is realized at the 
end of the musical, which closes with an 
inspirational song called “Change the 
World.”

The Michaelsons have been a musical 
family for at least four generations. 
Melody remembers her great-grand-
mother, a piano teacher, singing to her. 
One grandmother was a violinist; her 
aunt Joy Wolfson and her mother Shari 
(Berger) Michaelson ’69 teach piano, as 
do Melody and her sisters. “So it’s in our 
blood.” Melody said she was inspired to 
write Behind the Stethoscope by the show 
A Chorus Line, particularly the way each 
character’s personality is presented in 
detail.

“Music always is going to be a part of 
me,” Melody declared. She related that, 
while shadowing physicians in a Boston 
hospital, she sang for patients before 

they went 
into surgery. 
“I think music 
has a very 
healing power 
about it.” 
Melody and 
her grand-
mother, who 
was once an 
opera singer, 
often visit area 
nursing homes 
to entertain 
residents. “It’s 
musical therapy,” she said.

The 23 Middle School cast members 
“have been taking the process so 
seriously,” said Melody, who directed 
a production of Fiddler on the Roof 
in Grades 6-8 a couple of years ago. 
“I think this is more ambitious,” 
she observed, “with professional 
costuming, makeup and lighting and 
wireless microphones for the kids.” 
Performances are planned for May 
12 and 15. Many of her actors and 
actresses are alumni of her “Melody’s 
Broadway Kids” component of the 
Elementary After-School Program.

“They’re going to be learning some 
organic chemistry,” she laughed.

Melody Michaelson ’07 
with cast members of the 

2009 Middle School produc-
tion, Fiddler on the .Roof

Rabbi Dr. Marc Gopin ‘75 
fields a question (left) and 
poses with Rosa (Holcer) 

Drapkin ‘67 following his 
Feb. 26 lecture at the school, 

sponsored by the Maimonides 
Alumni Council. 

For an account of Rabbi Gopin’s 
presentation, access the full 

story on the Maimonides 
School website at this link:

http://www.maimonides.org/
about/newsDetail.php?id=319

http://www.maimonides.org/about/newsDetail.php?id=319
http://www.maimonides.org/about/newsDetail.php?id=319
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Kantrowitz’s New Financial Aid Book Already a Best-Seller 

Everyone seems to want to talk to 
Mark Kantrowitz ’85 these days. His 
new book Secrets To Winning a Scholar-
ship was published Feb. 8 and is a best-
seller in two Amazon.com categories. 
He has been interviewed hundreds 
of times on national news networks 
and local media. Indeed, a recent 
profile in The Wall Street Journal said 
“Mr. Kantrowitz is having something 
of a Lady Gaga moment. Members of 
Congress, the Department of Educa-
tion, lenders and financial-aid adminis-
trators seek out his advice.”

The book, available exclusively through 
Amazon.com, is a guide for parents and 
high school students looking to reduce 
the cost of going to college. It offers 
insights and strategies on how to locate 
and secure college scholarships. 

And helping young people attain 
higher education, says Mark, is nothing 
less than chesed. “It’s all about access to 
a college education, improvement of 
retention rates and completion of grad-
uation requirements,” he explained. 
“Higher education is one of the few 
universal goods that are out there. 
People who have college degrees have 
higher salaries, lower unemployment 
rates, better health, more civic participa-
tion, more volunteerism, and are less 
likely to be incarcerated.”

As a Maimonides student, Mark won 
several college scholarships—through 
winning math competitions, the West-
inghouse Science Talent Search and the 
state scholastic science fair. After 11th 
grade, he attended a summer program 
for math and science students. He 
returned a year later as a counselor, and 
compiled a list of scholarships that he 
updated and distributed over the years. 
Ultimately, that led to his prominence in 
the field today.

He recounted that things began to 
accelerate in 1993, when he produced 

a guide to math and science scholarships 
at the request of Prentice Hall publishers. 
After receiving questions by electronic 
mail, Mark set up a web page, which “took 
on a life of its own.”

“By 1999,” he continued, “I was spending 
half of my time as a research scientist in 
a software laboratory and half my time 
on the website. So I decided to take a 40 
percent pay cut and focus entirely on the 
FinAid and FastWeb sites.” FastWeb.com 
is a free scholarship matching service, and 
FinAid.org is a source for clear and objec-
tive student financial-aid information, 
advice and tools. 

“I figured I would do more good for 
society by helping people get a college 
education than by building a faster 
search engine,” said Mark, who resides in 
suburban Pittsburgh. His second book, 
FastWeb College Gold: The Step-by-Step 
Guide to Paying for College, came out in 
2006 and is ready for updating. 

The new book presents insights that 
Mark said are data driven. For example, 
when responding to an online scholarship 
matching service, it pays to answer the 
optional questions. Many of those ques-
tions are there just to trigger the inclusion 
of particular scholarships. “Students often 
complain about how tedious it is, but ulti-
mately that’s the only way to get the most 
matches.”

“It’s worthwhile to apply for even $500 
and $1,000 scholarships,” the author 
continued. “The reality is that these are 
easer to win because there are fewer 
applicants. They can add up to big money, 
and they add a line to your resume that 
can help you win bigger awards. A schol-
arship, regardless of the amount, is a 
mark of excellence. It’s an indication that 
someone thought highly enough of you 
to invest their money into your future.”

He encourages students and parents to 
“start searching for scholarships as soon 

as possible. 
Often students 
start searching 
during spring 
semester of their 
senior years, 
after finishing all 
college admis-
sions applica-
tions. But half of 
the scholarship 
deadlines are in 
the fall. So the 
earlier you start 
searching, the fewer deadlines you 
are going to miss.” Some awards are 
offered to students as young as the 
elementary grades, he added.

The new book is available on 
Amazon.com in Kindle and paper-
back formats. The list price for the 
e-book (Kindle) version is $5.95 
(Amazon is discounting that by 20 
percent) and for the paperback 
version is $9.95. “The goal was to 
make it affordable so every family 
would be able to get this book,” 
Mark said. 

He said it is gratifying to have 
served as a catalyst for improve-
ments in the student financial aid 
process. 

“Before I was involved, scholarship 
scams were much more prevalent,” 
he said. “Very few students had the 
advantages of a free scholarship 
matching service like FastWeb.” 
He said he worked with the U.S. 
Department of Education to put the 
Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA) on the web. “I discov-
ered the early repayment status 
loophole that allowed students to 
lock in low interest rates on federal 
loans while they were still in school, 
saving the borrowers over a billion 
dollars.”

Mark Kantrowitz ’85


