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TECHNOLOGY connects students, teachers nationwide

New fund to revive beurei hatefillah
Maimonides School is honoring the memory 
of Rabbi Isaiah Wohlgemuth, z”l, by establish-
ing a new endowed fund, which will be used 
to reinstitute and sustain a course in Beurei 
HaTefillah for students in Grades 7-12. 

Teachers and administrators already are pre-
paring curricular materials for September, 
relying on a variety of sources imbued with 
Rabbi Wohlgemuth’s teachings. These include 
Rabbi Wohlgemuth’s notes; his book, A Guide 
to Jewish Prayer; recordings of his 1989 adult 
education classes on tefillah; materials pro-
duced by one of the rabbi’s former students, 
Abe Katz ’71; and the lesson plans of faculty 

member Rabbi Jon Bloomberg, who taught a 
similar class. 

Rabbi Wohlgemuth, 92, was a Grades 7-12 lim-
udei kodesh teacher at Maimonides from 1945 
until his retirement in 1997. His petirah was 
Jan. 6. At a memorial event marking the close 
of the shloshim period of mourning, several 
alumni speakers commented on the centrality 
of his weekly Beurei HaTefillah classes to their 
Maimonides School experience.

Maimonides Principal Rabbi Yair Altshuler, 
inspired by Rabbi Wohlgemuth’s legacy, has 
been devoting his daily Dvar Torah during 
(Continued on page 7)

The atmosphere was like a game show on live 
television. Sophomore Yiriel Liss provided 
a detailed interpretive response to a Purim-
themed question.

The setting, however, was not a New York 
studio but the familiar environs of Room 2 at 
Maimonides School — with the addition of a 
free-standing dual-screened video conferenc-
ing device, an HDX model made by Silicon Val-
ley company Polycom. 

Yeshiva University donated the $20,000 unit 
to the school last fall, and hosted the recent 
competitive video conference involving Mai-
monides and other day schools. “We call a 
central location, and everybody can hear and 
see each other at the same time,” said David 
Nahoumi, Maimonides director of technology. 

“It’s all done over the Internet. It takes about 
two minutes to set this up.”

‘I believe that the teleconference made this a 

competition with other schools that we really 
wanted to win. But we also paid much more at-
tention than had it just been a regular lecture,” 
Yiriel commented. “Having it turned into a fun, 
new, cool thing made it a really enjoyable ex-
perience.” Mr. Nahoumi agreed. “It brings out a 
lot of emotions, it brings out enthusiasm. “

“We also use it for professional development. It 
gives teachers the chance to meet others from 
around the country, to know that we are part 
of something bigger,” said Rabbi Yair Altshuler, 
Middle and Upper School principal. He noted 
that recently the seventh grade competed in 
a video contest against seven other schools 
from around the country, and came in first.

Teachers such as Atarah Gale, chair of the Up-
per School Tanach Department, are using the 
technology for professional development and 
curriculum building opportunities, Mr. Na-
houmi said. He explained that the machine 
includes two 32-inch screens and an attached 

camera “that is always on, so we’re seen by the 
others. It comes with a microphone so that 
when we speak we can be heard. It also allows 
us to view a PowerPoint presentation.”

“The technology has been around for a few 
years but this particular model is new,” Mr. Na-
houmi continued. “Around Chanukah time a 
speaker from Israel spoke to the seniors, who 
could speak back to him.” 

Maimonides School sophomores focus on the video 
conferencing monitors in room U-2

Nir Solooki, Elan Ganz, Livia Zarge and fellow 
second graders are resplendent as they enter the 
Brener Building gymnasium to open the annual 
Chagigat HaChumash
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THE RAV’S DIALECTICAL VIEW OF PESACH By Rabbi David Shapiro, Rosh Yeshiva

Why is Hallel at the Pesach seder divided into two segments (the first 
segment [Tehillim 113 & 114] is recited before the second kos [cup of 
wine]; the second segment [Tehillim 115-118] is recited before the 
fourth kos)?

We are privileged to have a tape of a shiur on the Haggadah delivered 
by the Rav zt”l on Motza’ei Shabbat ha-Gadol 5732 (March 25, 1972). 
What follows is essentially a transcription of the Rav’s own words:  

“What is the difference between the two psalms that we recite over 
the second cup, and the balance of Hallel that is recited over the fourth 
cup?

“…If you analyze the various chapters, you will see that the first two 
are purely thanksgiving and hymnal chapters… there is not a single 
petition or request… On the other hand, the psalms from Lo lanu
down — through… Min ha-meitzar karasi; Anah Hashem hoshi’ah nah, 
anah Hashem hatzlichah nah — are very strange… There is, perhaps, 
more petition than praise. You express thanksgiving, and in the next 
verse you ask for something…

“…In the first part of the Haggadah — after you finish the narration of 
d’tzach, adash, be-ach’av… when you say Le’fichach anachnu chayavim 
l’hodos l’hallel, you have only one duty: l’hodos, l’hallel, l’shabe’ach, l’fa’er, 
l’romem — to glorify and to extol, to praise and to give thanks. Nothing 
else! No petition, no tefillah… We forget for a while that after yetzi’as 
Mitzrayim… we were avadim quite a number of times, perhaps under 
conditions much worse than the conditions that prevailed in Mitzray-
im… The first time we forget all about it. We offer just praise… 

“…Over the fourth cup we recite not only Hallel, but Hallel and tefillah
as well. Praise and petition. We not only give thanks to Hakodosh Boruch 
Hu; we intercede with him as well. It is not only a shout of joy, but an 
outcry of pain as well. The structural pattern is dialectical. There is an 
inner contradiction. The happy person feels that he still needs help and 
salvation. Zeh hayom asah Hashem, nagilah ve-nismechah vo — this is 
the thesis. The antithesis is: Anah Hashem hoshi’ah nah… The fourth cup 
is not related to yetzi’as Mitzrayim. The fourth cup is related to the final 
act of redemption, which will usher in the messianic era; when ge’ulah
will be complete, and all pledges on the part of God will be fulfilled.

“We are in need of ge’ulah, the greatest of all ge’ulos — namely, the mes-
sianic redemption. That’s why the psalms dealing with that don’t consist 
of pure praise. There is, rather, a mixture of praise and petition, of joy and 
fear, of happiness and distress.”

There are other expressions of the dialectical nature of the seder. A few 
of these antinomies, or paradoxes, are:

(1) The combination of maror and matzah clearly integrates both di-
mensions of our historic experience in Egypt. 

(2) In fact, matzah itself is both symbolic of our deliverance from bond-
age and evocative of our oppressive slavery. We account, in the Hag-
gadah, for the mitzvah to eat matzah on the basis of the Torah’s descrip-
tion of the haste in which we had to leave. On the other hand, matzah is 
characterized by the Torah (Devarim 16:3) as “lechem oni” — bread asso-

ciated with affliction and poverty. That is why we break the middle mat-
zah, to evoke the image of an indigent slave who never has a whole loaf. 
This is the basis of the halachah that it may not contain eggs or fruit 
juice. The Ramban on the pasuk adds that unleavened bread —plain 
flour and water — is what they were fed in Egypt. This, in fact, is how we 
begin the Haggadah: “This is the bread of affliction that our forefathers 
ate in the land of Egypt.”

(3) Red wine symbolizes both luxurious celebration (Mishlei 23:31) and 
the Jewish blood  spilled by the Egyptians (Taz, Shulchan Aruch Orach 
Chaim [hereafter: SAOC] 472:9).

(4) The beitzah on the Seder Plate is — on the one hand — symbolic of 
the korban chagigah, the festive offering sacrificed in Yerushalayim that 
comprised the main course prior to the korban Pesach (Pesachim 114b; 
SAOC 473:4). On the other hand, it is an expression of mourning for the 
loss of the Beit ha-Mikdash, as suggested by the calendar association of 
the first day of Pesach and Tish’ah be-Av (Rama, SAOC 476:2).

(5) The Gemara itself (Pesachim 116a) offers two diametrically opposed 
explanations of charoset: on the one hand, it is reminiscent of the mor-
tar used by the slaves in their back-breaking labor; on the other hand, it 
is suggestive of the exponential reproductive rate of the Jews in Egypt, 
which expresses their optimism — their conviction that they would ul-
timately prevail.

Our identification of the dialectical character of Pesach captures the es-
sential nature of our school and its philosophy of Jewish education. Let 
us conclude by quoting once again the words of the Rav zt”l, this time 
from the tape of a presentation he made to the Maimonides School 
community on June 23, 1968:

“Let me try to place the school in the proper frame of reference philo-
sophically… The essence of our Torah she-be-al Peh is Machlokes…
Shammai and Hillel… the Rambam and the Ra’avad… the Mechaber 
and the Rama… In a word, the substance of our oral tradition asserts 
itself between the thesis and the antithesis, in the confrontation of two 
mutually-exclusive ideas… Torah she-be-al Peh is, by its very nature, dia-
lectical ... In Logic, A and B cannot both be true. The halachah [, how-
ever,] was not averse to accept both: the thesis and the antithesis… 

The Rav proceeded to elaborate upon five examples; he used the last to 
characterize the educational philosophy of Maimonides School:

“What should our relationship be to non-Jewish society?… Is “coopera-
tion,” or “defiance,”  the key word?… And this problem is of a decisive 
nature as far as our educational philosophy is concerned. How shall we 
bring up our children: as members of [the] human [community] …in-
cluding the desire for cooperation and harmonious living within non-
Jewish society? Or, on the contrary, shall we tell them to retreat, to sepa-
rate, to form a society of their own?

“In my opinion, the only true — as well as wise and practical approach —
is the dialectical one. Both ideas, even though they are antithetic and 
dichotomous, are relevant. We are, indeed, members of the human fam-
ily… We are called upon by the Almighty to cooperate with society at 
all levels: scientific, economic, social, political, educational and cultural. 
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What’s the connection between teaching 
limudei kodesh and producing promotional 
videos? Plenty, says Tuvya Peromsik ’93, who 
successfully does both in Seattle.

“I have found video to be a highly effective 
tool for the classroom, both as a motivational 
tool and as a fun and creative class review 
project,” says Tuvya, a fourth and fifth grade 
teacher at Seattle Hebrew Academy. For ex-
ample, there’s a new fifth grade production, 

“‘The Nightly Nile News.’  The idea is, if ancient 
Egypt had television, what would be on the 
news during the 10 plagues?  My 10- and 11-
year-old actors and actresses have learned all 
of the psukim and Rashis in the curriculum.
They wrote their scripts, and are preparing to 
be filmed.”

Tuvya, proprietor of Present Yourself Produc-
tions in Seattle, has been teaching at the 
academy for nine years. Following graduation 
from Maimonides, he learned for several years, 
most notably at Yeshivat Ohr Yerushalayim in 
Israel. Tuvya and Adina Schiffer ’94 were mar-
ried in 1997 and headed for San Francisco and 
a kollel experience, but “…clearly Hashem 
had other plans for us. The kollel didn’t work 
out but a high school teaching position did,” 
he says.

“The inspiration to become a teacher I can 
credit back to Maimonides,” Tuvya asserts. 

“Teachers I had were inspirational in their 
methods and personal examples,” particularly 
Rabbi Baruch Goldman of the Upper School 
faculty and former Maimonides teacher Rab-
bi Harry Sinoff. In 2005 Tuvya was honored 
with a Grinspoon-Steinhardt Award for Excel-
lence in Jewish Education, which recognizes 
outstanding classroom-based teachers na-
tionwide. 

“The first video production I ever did was the 
senior video at Maimonides,” Tuvya notes. His 
Present Yourself venture “just sort of started 
by itself… my main career is teaching Torah.” 
The business provides the resources that al-
low him to remain a classroom teacher. “I very 
much want to work in the trenches… I believe 
being face to face with students is the way to 
go.” Tuvya markets his productions as “an idea 
transfer service. We use video and all the dif-
ferent elements you can add to it to efficiently 
express an idea and get a message across.” He 
adds, “Over the years, I have created different 
projects with my students about what we 
have been learning. “

“I’ve also been fortunate to be a part of www.
chinuch.org, a Torah educational resource,” he 
continues. “Much of my educational materials 
and methods are posted there and available 
for download around the world.  As a part of 
this organization, I have given classes at Torah 

GRADUATE VALUES VIDEO, IN AND OUT OF THE CLASSROOM

Mazal tov to…
David ’69 and Joan Solomont upon the birth of a grandson, 
Michael Elliott. Parents are former student Pamela and 
Aaron Lauchheimer.

Claudine (Cohen) ’91 and Adam Grossman on the birth of their 
son.

Emily and Etan Cohen ’92 on the birth of their son, 
Maccabee Louis.  

Joel ’92 and Noelle Levin on the birth of their daughter, 
Bailey Allegra.

Rabbi Yonatan ‘93 and Miriam Kaganoff on the birth of their son.

Dr. Gil ‘94 and Shari Bloom on the birth of their son.

Judah ’95 and Karen Levine on the birth of their son, Ami Eliezer.

Nathaniel Segal ’96 on his engagement to Margalit Friedman.

Ari ’96 and Adina Shrage on the birth of their daughter, 
Ayelet Rina.

Shlomo ’97 and Ilana Hoffman on the birth of their daughter, Ora 
Bracha. 

Dr. Rochelle Kohen ’97 on her marriage to Zvi Kushner.

Israela (Levine) ’99 and Mayer Kahan on the birth of their son, 
Tzviel Gedalya.

Ari Katz ’99 on his engagement to Shari Sperling. 

Rachel Miller ’00 on her marriage to Justin Sakofs. 

Condolences to …
Chaim Tabasky ’67 on the loss of his beloved mother, Ruth Tabasky.

The Maimonides School Family mourns the loss of its beloved 
graduate, Miriam (Blechner) Bodenheim ’68. Condolences are 
extended to siblings Mark Blechner ’67, Zev Blechner ’76 and 
Renee (Blechner) Hirsch ’76.

However, at the same time, we belong to a separate, distinctive 
community dedicated to a rich tradition… At certain levels we 
part company, we retreat into a community… with a singular 
commitment, with sometimes-paradoxical obligations. While 
we do cooperate with society, we also defy society…

“Maimonides School is based on [this] dialectical philosophy… 
The school revolves around the dream of perpetuating [our] 
great tradition, and of integrating this great tradition into the 
framework of modern life… So we combine, perhaps, two op-
posites, but we have no choice. I have unlimited faith in the vi-
ability and the vitality of Yahadus, and in the determination of 
the Jew to survive as a distinct spiritual entity within general 
society.” 

[See also: The Rav Speaks, pp. 70–80, 102–106; “Confrontation”, 
Tradition VI:2 (1964), section 4 (pp. 25–28)]. 

Rabbi Shapiro holds the Rabbi Yitzhak Twersky Chair in Talmud and Jewish 
Thought at Maimonides School.

Umesorah conventions about using technology 
in the Torah classroom.”

Tuvya and Adina have four children, ranging in 
age from 1 to 10. The Seattle observant com-
munity “has been growing by leaps and bounds,” 
he says. “I have many fond memories of playing 
drums at Maimonides with the Room 31 Jazz 
Band,” Tuvya reports, adding, “I’m still playing 
the drums for school when I get the opportuni-
ty, at occasional in-school events and for some 
well-known musicians who come to perform at 
our school.” 

“Maimonides School is 
based on [this] dialectical 
philosophy… The school 
revolves around the 
dream of perpetuating 
[our] great tradition, 
and of integrating this 
great tradition into the 
framework of modern 
life…” 
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Maimonides School’s 70th Anniversary festivities will culminate with 
separate events celebrating three decades of interscholastic sports and 
the devotion of the school’s faculty and staff.

The salute to student-athletes, coaches and volunteers is scheduled for 
Sunday morning, May 18, and will feature the return to the Maimonides 
Campus of the legendary Eric “Joe” Eaves ’81. Chairing the event are Elliot 
Mael ’83, Richard Pomper and Dena Salzberg.

The agenda will include reflections by former student-athletes, a video 
presentation, and induction of the first members of the Maimonides 
Sports Hall of Fame. Fans are encouraged to send letters of nomination 
for this honor to info@maimonides.org or Maimonides School, care of 
Mike Rosenberg, 34 Philbrick Road, Brookline, MA 02445.

Also being planned is an evening of food and entertainment as a state-
ment of appreciation of the entire faculty and staff. The event is sched-
uled for Wednesday, May 28 and will include recognition of longevity.

Work also continues on a permanent display at the entrance to the Bren-
er Lower Elementary Building incorporating the school’s mission and his-
tory. There are also continuing plans to adorn some classroom walls with 
inspiration excerpts from the writings of the school’s founder, Rabbi Dr. 
Joseph B. Soloveitchik, zt”l.

Maimonides School was established in 1937, with six students enrolled 
in first grade by the end of that academic year. The first high school class 
graduated in 1953, nine years before the high school moved from Bos-
ton to Brookline. The elementary school followed in 1964. 

ANNIVERSARY FESTIVITIES CULMINATE WITH EVENTS IN MAY

Curl Up and Read Day
Third graders celebrated seven months of read-
ing with Curl Up and Read Day on March 28. Re-
laxing on blankets and sleeping bags, with their 
favorite stuffed animals alongside, the children 
read to each other and hosted guest readers, 
including Admissions Director Tami Kesselman 
(left) and kindergarten students.

Sam Unger (left) shares a book with Ethan Fraenkel.

Kindergartener Zachary Lederman reads to Amir Davidson. Shira Milewich (left) and Aleeza Solomont relax and read. Kindergartener Eytan Pomper reads to Shani Wolfson.
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Student-athletes have to work to meet their 
Maimonides School academic demands while 
competing and improving in sports. It doesn’t 
just happen.

Avi Klausner ’08 got the jump on refining that 
balance by playing Middle School basketball, 
and he found it even more challenging when 
he made the varsity as a freshman. “It’s tough 
during the school year because there’s so much 
work,” he acknowledged. “It takes a lot of time 
to do both. But I played varsity for four years, 
so it got easier.” His time management included, 
for example, completing all his college applica-
tions before the start of practice. 

On the morning of March 28, Avi became the 
fourth player in the annals of Maimonides 
School men’s basketball to score more than 
1,000 career points (following Mike Adler ’89, 
Yitz Steinberg ’93 and Nahum Palefski ’96). 

The occasion was the M-Cats’ second game in 
Yeshiva University’s annual Red Sarachek Tour-
nament, bringing 18 day school teams together 
from throughout the country. “I knew I needed 
28, and I scored 18 in the first half of Thursday’s 
game,” Avi recounted. “But I finished with 20. “It 

felt good when I scored it.” Maimonides won 
two of four games and finished as runner-up in 
the tournament’s second tier.

“Avi’s accomplishment is even more amazing 
when you consider that this year, he was con-
stantly the focal point of the defense, drawing 
double and triple teams,” observed Head Coach 
Ed Gelb. Thus he not only scored, but also cre-
ated scoring opportunities for his teammates.

“The athleticism in my family comes from my 
grandfather,” Avi said. Rabbi Samuel Dresner, 
z”l, the scholar and author, was an all-American 
runner in high school. As a youngster, Avi was 
a competitive swimmer, but as school com-
mitments increased he turned to basketball, 
following the example of his brother Moshe 

’06. “We always play a lot together, one-on-one. 
During the summer we went to a lot of basket-
ball camps together,” he said. 

A multitalented player who scores on drives 
to the basket and shots from the perimeter, 
Avi also “was a great team leader, willing to 
do whatever the team needed,” Coach Gelb 
said. “Several times he helped clear the court of 
desks or worked the basket-lowering mecha-

nism.  Often kids 
try to avoid these 
tasks, but Avi did 
them happily.”

Avi will finish his 
interscholast ic 
career playing 
several positions 
on the M-Cat var-
sity baseball team. 
After graduation, 
he plans to learn 
at Yeshiva Torat Shraga in Jerusalem during the 
coming academic year. He has been accepted 
at Boston University and Yeshiva University. 

“My coach says I could play at YU,” he said. But 
Avi is weighing the possibilities. “It’s really time-
consuming to play college basketball.” If he 
stays in Boston, he hopes to do some assistant 
coaching here at his alma mater.

“Avi is the kind of ballplayer that comes along 
only once in a long while,” Coach Gelb declared.

“We’re going to miss him.” 

AVI KLAUSNER CLOSES STELLAR BASKETBALL CAREER WITH MILESTONE

A bouquet of flowers. The Patriots’ disappointing Su-
per Bowl. The Redemption of the Jewish people. A 
desperate search for water. Navigating the The Mai-
monides high school corridor. These are a sampling of 
the subjects addressed at the Upper School’s fourth 
annual “poetry slam” on the afternoon of April 3.

A poetry slam is a form of performance art, with par-
ticipants choosing original poetry or others’ works. Of-
ten it is competitive, and Upper School English teach-
er Jonathan Hartt acknowledged that “some people 
missed the faculty judges. But the new format -- with 
its emphasis on reading rather than competing -- was 
simpler and more fluid.”

Mr. Hartt and Sara Ravid, library and media specialist 
on Saval Campus, coordinated the event, clearing the 
presentations for appropriateness and encouraging 
participants with ideas and resources.

The turnout was the usual standing-room-only, in-

cluding a range of students, teachers and staff. More 
than 30 students offered a panoply of poetic subjects 
and styles, deftly managed by the master of ceremo-
nies, Orry Shamash ‘08. Students were respectful and 
encouraging of one another.

The event was preceded by a Middle School slam, 
which also featured a variety of poetic presentations. 
Eighth graders Naftali Ehrenkranz, Dani Portman and 
Avinoam Stillman served as masters of ceremonies. 
Music filled the interlude between sessions, as Michael 
Maleson, director, led a quintet from the Maimonides 
Jazz Band in some familiar selections.

“Four years staging this poetry event and I’m still sur-
prised by the energy in the room. But maybe I shouldn’t 
be,” Mr. Hartt commented. “Like the annual play and the 
literary magazine, the poetry slam reflects the vitality 
and vibrancy of the literary arts here at Maimonides.” 

(Related story, Page 6)

LIBRARY RESOUNDS WITH YOUNG POETS’ ENERGY

Avi Klausner at YU tourney

Eliana Frim ‘09 presents at the Poetry Slam
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When I think of Maimonides School, I always 
think of Rabbi Cohn and his boundless energy 
and indefatigable enthusiasm. 

In the early years his presence was felt even 
when he was not physically in the high school 
building but rather in the elementary school, 
housed in a separate building on Elm Hill Ave-
nue. At that time the school was not yet located 
in one facility in Brookline. So Rabbi Cohn com-
muted between the high school on Otisfield 
Street in Roxbury to the Menorah building.

It was a treat for us on the rare occasions that 
Rabbi Cohn would take over and teach a class. 
What a wonderful teacher he was! He moti-
vated the students and helped them find the 
insight that made comprehension attainable.

But Rabbi Cohn was not just the principal or a 
teacher. Whenever a new piece of equipment 
was acquired, he had to master its operation. 
He was interested and involved in every aspect 
of the school’s operation, not just faculty and 
students, but the facility and its maintenance 

as well. We all benefited from his curiosity. His 
goal and desire were that Maimonides would 
have the best and be the best.

Those many years ago classes were held during 
Chol HaMoed Sukkot. Rabbi Cohn’s singing dur-
ing Hallel made a lasting impression on me. To 
this day Hallel is a favorite of mine.

Before I started kindergarten at Maimonides I 
had a personal connection to Rabbi Cohn. The 
Cohn family lived on Fowler Street in Dorches-
ter, next door to my aunt and across the street 
from another aunt and my grandparents. His 
oldest son Yaakov and I were together in the 
same classes for 13 years. More than 41 years 
ago, Rabbi Cohn stood under our chuppah to 
give my husband and me a bracha.

For 30 years he gave his all to Maimonides. He 
built it into a school with a reputation for excel-
lence. He was able to work with the Rav and Dr. 
Tonya Soloveitchik and create a curriculum, a 
faculty, and a student body that synthesize To-
rah teachings with world science. Maimonides 

graduates have gone on to become leaders in 
their communities maintaining a strong Jew-
ish identity, yet co-existing in today’s world. 
This was one of the lessons we learned by ob-
servation of the man and how he conducted 
himself. 

Although exposed to the Holocaust and the mi-
raculous escape of the Mir Yeshiva from Europe 
via China and Japan, Rabbi Cohn did not allow 
that to diminish his devotion to the school and 
its students. Rabbi Cohn’s role in that episode 
remained secret, even from his immediate fam-
ily, until his retirement dinner.

Recently I visited with Mrs. Cohn. She proudly 
showed me some of Rabbi Cohn’s paintings, 
which are quite good, especially his self-por-
trait. He was an amazing man — a survivor, a 
teacher, an administrator, a mentor, an artist, a 
parent, and, truly “a man for all seasons.” 

The yahrzeit of Rabbi M.J. Cohn, z”l, was 7 Nisan. 

Jonathan Hartt wants his Middle and Upper School Eng-
lish students to find meaning beneath the surface. And 
that’s the way he tries to relate to them. “I want my stu-
dents to think in three dimensions,” says the four-year 
faculty member. “But first I must get to know them per-
sonally and see them for who they are.” 

Mr. Hartt’s parents were missionaries, and he spent his 
first eight years in Haiti. He was educated in Ecuador 
and Seattle before earning an undergraduate degree 
from Houghton College, majoring in English and writ-
ing, and a master of fine arts at Eastern Washington Uni-
versity, specializing in creative writing. He was poetry 
editor of the university’s national literary journal, Willow 
Springs.

A former teaching aide at Seattle Hebrew Academy, Mr. 
Hartt joined the Maimonides Upper School English fac-
ulty in 2004. “I pretty much grew up here as a teacher,” 
he says, “and I’ve been thankful for the chance to work 
with such tremendous colleagues.”

Mr. Hartt is fully engaged with the richness of student 

life in the Upper School — indeed, he contributes to it. 
He is faculty advisor to the Drama Club and the award-
winning student literary magazine Current, and arrang-
es the annual student Poetry Slam, which he helped 
originate three years ago. Mr. Hartt likes to teach Ameri-
can authors like Henry David Thoreau, and each fall he 
organizes a field trip to Walden Pond and its historic 
environs. When not teaching, Mr. Hartt rides his bike, 
volunteers at a nursing home and serves as a deacon 
in his church.

“I’m constantly amazed by our students’ artistic talents, 
not just in literature and theater but also music,” he ob-
serves, noting that his wife Ruth is a classical singer who 
serves as choral director for a suburban high school. 

“I’m enjoying teaching more than I ever have,” Mr. Hartt 
asserts. His four-course schedule this school year allows 
for “more time to give writing feedback and work with 
extracurriculars.” He adds that because of the school’s 
student body, “I’ve come to appreciate how unique Mai-
monides really is.” 

A FOND RECOLLECTION OF RABBI M.J. COHN, Z”L by Laura-Libby Levison Levitt ‘60

MR. HARTT IS “ENJOYING TEACHING MORE THAN I EVER HAVE”

English teacher Jonathan Hartt



“The Chabad there was truly beautiful,” described 
Maimonides School senior Avi-Hi Youshaei. “The 
people were very hospitable. Shabbos was more 
Southern-like — ‘Good Shabbes, y’all’— and He-
brew was with a southern accent. The single ko-
sher place was the Israel Book Shop, the Butch-
erie and Rubin’s put together.” 

Avi-Hi was one of 12 members of the Class of 
2008, joined by two teachers, who spent their 
February break as volunteers for Habitat for Hu-
manity, rebuilding houses in and around New 
Orleans. The region is still trying to recover from 
the devastation of Hurricane Katrina in August 
2006.

“I think that the trip was valuable for our seniors 
because they had the chance to meet people 
who suffered because of the hurricane, and 
more importantly, to learn how resilient human 
beings can be,” said Rabbi David Ehrenkranz, 
who with Gabrielle Wallace were faculty repre-
sentatives. “Moreover, the seniors felt that by 
physically building and recreating lost homes, 
they were in fact fulfilling many of the values 
that have been inculcated by our school and 
community.”

“In short, they felt that they weren’t just “talking 

the talk, but walking the walk.”

Rabbi Yair Altshuler, Middle and Upper School 
principal, met the delegation as it returned to 
Logan Airport. “The concept of going out and 
doing chesed when the students take care of ev-
erything is amazing,” he said. 

“The work we did was good,” said Michael Mintz, 
who drove the project. Avi-Hi agreed, saying 
that Habitat “is amazing, building quality houses 
and trying to make sure they’re fortified against 
disaster again. Everyone’s there to do something 
good. You’re working hard, everyone’s trying to 
achieve the same goal, you’re working together.”

“The people were so welcoming,” reported Ezra 
Betesh. “It was a true example of Southern — and 
Jewish — hospitality.” Mintz concurred. “People 
are so much more friendly there than in ‘sophis-
ticated’ New England. It’s a different world down 
there.” He referenced a chance meeting with 
members of a junior college basketball team, 

“and when we told them we were Jewish they re-
ally didn’t know what that was.”

The group connected with a small Orthodox 
community (about 40 families) in Metairie, con-
tiguous to New Orleans, the source of all their 
food and Shabbat hospitality. 

SENIORS SAVOR THEIR CHESED VACATION
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shacharit to Beur Hatefillah. He and Rabbi Shapiro hope that renewal of the weekly course will help 
stimulate students and their parents to spend time at home discussing the personal meaningfulness 
of the specific prayers.

The initial appeal is being aimed at alumni, and will be expanded to their parents, other former stu-
dents, and the greater community. Kenny Wintman ‘72 and his sister Sandra Welkes ’68 already have 
made major gifts to the fund. 

Donors of at least $250 to the endowment will receive a set of compact discs, featuring enhanced 
audio reproduction of the 1989 adult education sessions conducted by Rabbi Wohlgemuth on inter-
pretation of prayer. 

New endowment Fund (cont. from page one)

The Maimonides School delegation hard at work framing a Habitat for Humanity house, and relaxing as they pose for a photo in New Orleans.
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COACHES GABE KAHN ‘96 AND JOSH ALGE ‘08 celebrate 
with members of the Maimonides Middle School boys’ basketball team after 
its first-place finish in a five-team 
area Jewish day school tourna-
ment in March. The seventh and 
eighth graders defeated Cohen 
Hillel Academy of Swampscott in 
the opening round and Solomon 
Schechter of Greater Boston in the 
finals.

LAST SPRING’S EDITION OF CURRENT, the Upper School’s 
literary magazine, has received a rank of “Superior” in the 2007 National Coun-
cil of Teachers of English program to recognize excellence in student literary 
magazines. Of the 439 entries, 20 received the “highest award” and 79 were 
judged “superior.” Judges gave primary emphasis to literary aspects— use 
of language, content variety, editing and proofreading — along with design, 
graphics and student participation in production. The upcoming 20th anniver-
sary issue of the magazine is edited by senior Sarah Cassel. Faculty advisor is 
Jonathan Hartt. 

THE SCHOOL HAS ENHANCED  its paper recycling efforts. A new 
contractor, Abitibi Paper Retriever, not only pays the school for paper collected 
but also leaves an accessible receptacle on site, allowing more frequent main-
tenance of recycling containers. “Besides saving resources, we get paid by the 
tonnage. This could lead to a fund raiser should all our faculty and student 
families bring their papers,” said Mervin Alge, director of operations. Mr. Alge 
said students will continue to manage daily recycling collections.

MAIMONIDES SCHOOL SENIORS  are taking part in a study of 
predictors of adjustment to the year of study in Israel. Tamar Gelb, director 
of college counseling, said students will complete questionnaires regarding 
their religious beliefs and actions, familial and social functioning, as well as 
attitudes towards eating and body image. Responses also will be recorded at 
the end of their year of study in Israel. “The purpose of this investigation is to 
develop a set of predictors of psychological adjustment to the year of study 
in Israel, as well as predictors of what promotes satisfaction with religious 
change that might take place in the course of the year,” Mrs. Gelb said in a 
letter to parents of seniors. 

THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY MOURNS  the loss of a former Mai-
monides high school teacher who later became president of the Rabbinical 
Council of America. Rabbi Jacob Rubinstein and his wife died in a house fire in 
New Rochelle, NY early on April 12. Rabbi Rubinstein, a member of the limudei 
kodesh faculty in 1973 –1974, “made a tremendous impact” recalled one for-
mer student. She noted that the Rubinsteins named their daughter Tamar on 
the recommendation of the class. In the compendium “Memories of a Giant,” 
Rabbi Rubinstein recalled details of an unexpected visit by Rabbi Dr. Joseph B. 
Soloveitchik to his ninth grade class. 

AUTOMATED FOOD SERVICE  has been revolutionized at Mai-
monides School by the addition of a state-of-the-art kosher hot dog vend-
ing machine, featuring high-speed cooking technology. Maimonides parent 
Wayne Feder’s Hot Nosh Boston LLC provided the machine, in partnership with 
Kosher Vending Industries. A similar device has been installed at Fenway Park. 


