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Ahron and Sheera Solomont, both 1976

Maimonides graduates, join their daughter

Aleeza during one of the milestones in the

life of a Maimonides School student, the

second grade Chagigat HaChumash, which

took place on Feb. 2. Aleeza proudly joins

her brother Joseph ‘14 and the hundreds of

Maimonides students for whom the study

of chumash is a core component of every

school day. Aleeza's dad still cherishes the

experience of receiving his chumash during

special ceremonies in his second grade

year at Maimonides.
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STUDENTS TRAIN FOR Tanach Excellence
Chidon HaTanach—the interna-

tional Bible contest—now has its

own subculture at Maimonides

School, involving scores of

students in Grades 6-11.

“We decided to take one section of

the ninth grade Tanach honors

class and let it do either a regular

track or Chidon. And 17 kids—

about half—chose Chidon,” said

Atarah Gale, Middle and Upper

School Tanach coordinator and

Preparations are under way for an exciting

commemoration and celebration of the 

70th anniversary of Maimonides School,

coinciding with the 2007-2008 academic year.

The school was chartered as the Maimonides

Educational Institute in October 1937, when

six students began classes on the second

floor of Young Israel of Roxbury. Today

Maimonides School nurtures close to 600

students in kindergarten through high

school, with almost 1,500 alumni.

Iris Frisch and Marc Epstein, dedicated

Maimonides parents who have coordinated

other landmark celebrations for the school

community, are co-chairing the effort. They

are planning a dynamic agenda designed to

involve the entire school family—students,

parents, teachers, grandparents, friends and

supporters, present and past—with the

overall goals of reinforcing the Maimonides

story and instilling positive feelings.

"The celebration will focus on where we

have been, who we are now and where we

are heading," Mrs. Frisch declared. Mr.

Epstein added that they are considering

major events to begin and culminate the

year. The first "anchor" event as a statement

of the school's history, Mrs. Frisch said, will be

followed by a series that is designed to

define the contemporary Maimonides

School. The year would culminate with

another major event focusing on the future.

"Our goal is to create a series of events,

teachings and activities during the 2007-

2008 academic year that will celebrate our

rich heritage and reflect our leadership in

Jewish day school education today," Mrs.

Frisch said. Plans call for the celebration to

encompass cornerstones of the school's

philosophy, as defined by the school's

founder, Rabbi Dr. Joseph B. Soloveitchik,

zt"l—educational excellence, chesed and

midot, indelible bonds with Israel and a

nucleus for the Boston community.

"We should recognize and honor those who

have worked tirelessly for the school—the

early supporters as well as more contem-

MAIMONIDES TO CELEBRATE 70 YEARS

Continued on page 6

Continued on page 6

l"vfFounded in 1937 by Rabbi Dr. Joseph B. Soloveitchik,

Teacher Atarah Gale and the Grade 9 Chidon team display T-
shirts with a special logo.



Participants in the recent alumni basketball game in Fox Gymnasium included, front,
from left, Eric Banks '94, Yehuda Leeder '05, Noah Cheses '03, Gideon Miller '03, Avishai
Gebler '04, Dani Baronofsky '04 (spectator) and Daniel Adelman '05; rear, from left: Yoni
Spiewak '02, Jonathan Marcus '99, Jon Banks '99, Eitan Rosenberg '03, Jonathan
Sokoloswki '03, Aaron Hartman '03 and Eliot Mael '83.
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TEFILLA: AN ALL-EMBRACING
PERSPECTIVE
by Rabbi David Shapiro, Rosh Yeshiva

In this year's Annual Operating Plan, Rabbi Altshuler, Rabbi

Klammer and I made the following commitment: "We intend

to increase the time devoted to be'ur (the interpretation of )

ha-tefilla…throughout the grades, at age-appropriate levels.

Sustained attention to the meaning of individual tefillot and

berachot (liturgical "blessings") will enhance the meditative

quality of our ongoing dialogue with the Ribbono shel Olam."

We also set, implicitly, the following goal: "Regular and

punctual shul attendance is a central feature of our daily

program. Arriving early for a musical concert or for an athletic

game enables us to maximize the benefits of our experience.

Similarly, one who is ready to begin davening with, and to

keep pace with, the tzibbur (the collective group engaged in

prayer) can hope to draw the spiritual benefits of thoughtful,

reflective tefilla."

It is now four months later, and we are gratified to report that

we have made significant progress in both areas. We have, in

fact, dedicated sustained attention to the meaning of the

specific tefillot, and we have seen dramatic improvement in

attendance and in punctuality within our Upper School

minyanim.

We are now ready to augment our focus on the particular

elements of tefilla by introducing a broader perspective.

The isolated moments of formal tefilla three times daily are

only specific points along a spectrum of "our ongoing

dialogue with the Ribbono shel Olam." In fact, as the Rav

emphasized: "The Halachah has never looked upon prayer as

a separate magical gesture in which man may engage

without integrating it into the total pattern of his life," and,

"Prayer must always be related to a prayerful life which is

consecrated to the realization of the divine imperative" ("The

Lonely Man of Faith" in Tradition 7:2 [Summer 1965], pp.41, 43).

In the Rav's essays on tefilla, published posthumously

(Worship of the Heart, Ktav [2003]), he wrote: "Prayer is not a

specific service confined to the cultic realm… The service of

God is perpetual, without cessation… Worship begins with

physiological functions like nutrition…with the intimate

feelings of the individual…and then moves

through…connections to friends and companions, business

dealings…the manufacture of economic-industrial products,

social and national initiatives… Prayer is…the mirror that

reflects the soul of the worshipper who is totally and perpet-

ually committed to God" (pp.164-5).

We hope to be able to report to you in a few months on

progress we will have made in our effort to help our students

adopt this all-embracing perspective. Please join us in this

effort by discussing at home the comprehensiveness of our

relationship with God, and how formal tefillot are ultimately

meaningful when expressed within the context of that total

relationship. Thank you.

VIEWERS LAUD NEW DOCUMENTARY 
ON LIFE AND LEGACY OF THE RAV
Lonely Man of Faith, the new documentary on the life of Rabbi Dr. Joseph
B. Soloveitchik, zt"l, already has inspired hundreds of viewers spanning
three generations in the Maimonides School Family.

The 99-minute independent film, produced and directed by Ethan
Isenberg, combines still photographs and some old video footage and
interviews with 22 experts to present the Rav's biography and explore his
religious and educational philosophy and evolution as a teacher and
inspirational leader. Viewers have acclaimed the film, some pointing out
that in many ways it is also the school's own story.

Lonely Man of Faith was introduced on Nov. 9 as part of the Boston Jewish
Film Festival, as some 500 people filled the theater at the Boston Museum
of Fine Arts, including scores from the Maimonides School community. A
privately-funded reception for Maimonides professional and lay leaders
at the Museum School preceded the presentation.

The following week several hundred viewers took advantage of two
private screenings for the Maimonides Community at the West Newton
Cinema. During Chanukah the school rented the Coolidge Corner Theatre
in Brookline so the entire Middle and Upper Schools could watch the
documentary on the "big screen." And on Jan. 6, more than 120 viewers
gathered at Young Israel of Sharon for a presentation shared with the shul
and Striar Hebrew Academy.

Several Washington area alumni viewed the documentary as a group
when it appeared at the District of Columbia Film Festival in December.
On Jan. 7 some 150 people, including alumni, grandparents and former
teachers, attended a closed screening in the New York area. The
documentary is scheduled to be shown at Yeshiva University Feb. 3 and in
Atlanta, Portland, OR, Pittsburgh and New Jersey over the next two
months.

The production team included Josh Blechner '99 as project researcher.
Josh, son of Mark '67 and Debra Blechner, was director of the Drama Club
play while at Maimonides and had an undergraduate minor in film
studies while at Brandeis University. He has worked with the National
Center for Jewish Film, the Public Broadcasting System and
producer/director Marian Marzynski. Now he is with A&E Television
Network.
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Mazal tov to...
Rabbi Ed '71 and Michele Goldstein on the birth of Eliana Yona Goldstein,
their first granddaughter and second grandchild. Eliana is named for her
grandmother Esther Goldstein, z"l, a Life Member of the Maimonides Women's
Auxiliary.

David ‘80 and Peninah Rosengard on the birth of their daughter, Leah.

Rochelle Walter '83 on her engagement to Rabbi Ben Waxman.

Dr. Sharon Galper '84 and Dr. Shamai Grossman on the birth of their son,
Netanel Ovadia.

Rabbi Scott '88 and Aliza Kahn on the birth of their daughter,Yocheved Yael.

Alex Klibaner '91 and Rachel Schiff on the birth of their daughter, Jessica
Klibaner-Schiff.

Sam ‘92 and Tami Wald on the birth of their son, Daniel.

Rabbi Jonathan '93 and Chaya Krimsky on the birth of their son.

Bracha Krochmal '94 on her marriage to Rahamim Yusupov.

Eliav Bock '95 on his marriage to Dina Danon.

Rabbi Yehuda and Lisa Septimus '95 on the birth of their son, Avraham
Gershon.

Elisha '96 and Sara (Dalezman) '97 Blechner on the birth of their son,
Avraham Ari Chanan.

Avrum '96 and Hilary Leeder on the birth of their daughter, Neshama Esther.

Dr. Ernest '96 and Rachel Mandel on the birth of their son, Joseph Haim.

Benjamin Galper '97 and Merav Weill '02 on their engagement.

Rabbi Noam '97 and Aliza Shapiro on the birth of their daughter, Devorah
Tehilla.

Hyim ‘98 and Elan Baronofsky on the birth of their son, Binyomin Dov.

Suri (Leeder) '98 and Menachem Bernstein on the birth of their daughter,
Malki.

David ‘99 and Tehila Klaver on the birth of their son, Naftali.

Schayna (Schafer) '00 and Rubin Yarmush '00 on the birth of their
daughter,Temima Esther.

Rachel Chiel '01 on her engagement to David Katz.

Judd Bogdansky '02 on his marriage to Elana Okrent.

Benjamin Krohn '02 on his marriage to Chani Karlin.

Ariella Hollander '04 on her engagement to Daniel Wiesenfeld.

Condolences to...
Steven, Rebecca and Daniel Liberfarb, and Sandra Krakow '69, on the loss of
their beloved wife, mother and sister, Cynthia (Laserson) Liberfarb '71, z"l.

Illona Roll '84 on the loss of her beloved mother, Anna Schoenfeld, z"l. Mrs.
Schoenfeld and her husband Theodore, z"l, endowed Holocaust studies and
programming at Maimonides more than 20 years ago.

GRADUATE SAYS HIS New INSTITUTE
PERPETUATES TEACHER'S INFLUENCE
Abraham Katz '71 is passionate

about the study of prayer. For

more than three years he has

written and distributed a weekly

newsletter on the subject, and

now he has established the Beurei

HaTefila Institute, both of which

he sees as continuing the work of

his teacher, Rabbi Isaiah

Wohlgemuth, who retired in 1998.

"I have an opportunity to

continue Rabbi Wohlgemuth's

work and expose people to some

of the fascinating material that

has come out, primarily from Eretz

Yisrael," Mr. Katz said. "I base it on

what I remember to be Rabbi

Wohlgemuth's method of

teaching—that is, to look at the

source." 

Beurei Tefilla (interpretation of

prayer) was the school's most

popular class for decades, Mr. Katz

said. "Rabbi Wohlgemuth and, of

course, Rabbi Soloveitchik, were

visionaries because of the tefilla

classes." He added, "We're

reminded every day, all year

'round, what we learned from

Rabbi Wohlgemuth."

Mr. Katz, a graduate of Yeshiva

University and Boston University

School of Law, said he hopes his

new institute soon will sponsor

lectures and days of learning. He

also plans to draft a textbook and

is looking for opportunities to

speak to students, as part of adult

education or high school

programs. The website is

www.beureihatefila.com.

"When I started my research, I

found that, hidden in seforim, in

other people's work, were sources

for tefilla," Mr. Katz said. He added

that they include not only tradi-

tional sources but also, "thanks to

work done by scholars in Israel,

geniza materials and handwritten

manuscripts… Each week there

are new opportunities to learn

more about the siddur," thanks to

"that other great gift from

Maimonides—the ability to

understand modern Hebrew."

Mr. Katz said he has acquired

siddurim from every century

covering some 1,200 years. "You

can detect points at which

changes were made," he said. "You

learn so much about Jewish

history." Tefilla and Talmud began

around the same time, he noted,

and there is "very much a synergy

there."

His newsletter is chronological,

beginning with Modeh Ani. "It

took three-and-a-half years to get

to end of Shemoneh Esrei, so I'll

probably go beyond the six years

(Grades 7-12) Rabbi Wohlgemuth

needed," Mr. Katz said, adding, "I

love doing it. I might be retiring as

a lawyer because I enjoy this so

much." 

ALUMNI
Members of the Maimonides Class of 1996 pose in the Fox Gymnasium bleachers
during their 10-year reunion Nov. 25. Almost half of the 48 graduates attended. Lev and
Ora (Weberman) Katz also hosted a gathering for families the following day.
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Maimonides School couldn't

have chosen a better time to

renovate the Saval Campus

courtyard.

The recreational quadrangle

was fitted with a state-of-the-

art synthetic surface during

the later summer and fall. The

improvements, financed by

anonymous donors, were

formally dedicated on the

third day of Chanukah, Dec.

18. But because this has been

the mildest Boston winter on

record, the courtyard was in

daily use through January.

At the dedication, Mervin

Alge, who as Maimonides director of operations supervised the

construction project, had the honor of cutting the ceremonial ribbon.

Soon after the dancing, the air and surface were replete with various

pieces of sports equipment.

The courtyard features a state-of-

the-art turf technology used on

many collegiate and professional

fields. Rubberized pellets distributed

through the product provide a

resilience that actually improves the

more the area is used.The contractor

also installed netting on the east and

west ends to protect vulnerable

windows.

"It's like you're running on air," said

freshman Bradley Baskir of the new

surface. "It brings up the level of

everyone's play… it gives you the

feeling that you're better than you

are." Zev Rozman, an eighth grader,

agreed that the area is "a big

improvement over last year" and provides a softer landing.

Work also nears completion on the new student center, being built

alongside the corridor that links the auditorium with the Upper School.

The 800-square-foot area will be available for study and relaxation.

The Center of Attention: REVAMPED COURTYARD A HIT WITH Kids

Maimonides School's Elementary School orchestra is more than an

ensemble that exemplifies a well-rounded education. It's even more

than special entertainment for school occasions.

"I want to provide students with another outlet to express themselves

and give them a life-long love for and appreciation of music,"

explained Elana Nouriel, originator and coordinator of the Elementary

School Orchestra, music teacher, and Maimonides parent. "I want them

to enjoy the music they're performing… When their classmates hear,

it's exciting for everyone." 

This helps the orchestra to grow, she continued, "since when children

observe their peers participating and enjoying it, many want to try it as

well. Even those who don't go on to play an instrument benefit from

watching their friends play, and hearing the instrumental music.

Sometimes, it's hard to tell who listens more attentively—the parents,

or the student audience."

Mrs. Nouriel established the Elementary School Orchestra 10 years ago

for children in Kindergarten through Grade 6, and it has been growing

ever since. This year's 23 members are playing violin, viola, cello, flute

and clarinet. They practice on Sunday mornings. Some of the young

musicians also play in an advanced string ensemble. Past participants

have specialized in percussion, saxophone and trombone.

The orchestra performs several times a year, primarily in connection

with holiday programs—Chanukah, Tu B'Shevat, Purim, Pesach and

Yom Yerushalayim, as well as Grandparents and Special Visitors Day

There is always an end-of-the-year recital. "It is an opportunity for

children to increase their ability to take direction, grow in their capacity

to work with others for a greater whole, and express their own

creativity," she said.

The musicians prepare at least 12 pieces per year. "We play a lot of

Jewish music," Mrs. Nouriel said. "I have purchased Chanukah music for

the orchestra, and for other Jewish holidays have arranged music

myself or have used music arranged by colleagues, including someone

from Israel." Classical selections this year include the Minuet from

Handel's "Water Music" and "Habanera" from "Carmen Suite" by

Georges Bizet. These days the students are preparing "Adir Hu" and

"Hineni Muchan" for Pesach. On Grandparents Day, the orchestra

always plays "The Star-Spangled Banner" and "Hatikva."

The Orchestra is already preparing a special feature for this year's

Grandparents Day, planned for May 18. It's called the "One-Bow

Concerto." Three musicians will each play a stringed instrument,

passing a single bow among them while the orchestra accompanies

with plucking the strings.

Mrs. Nouriel also gives beginner group classes and private lessons on

individual instruments in the Elementary After-School Program. "We

learn music by classical composers, and talk about how events affected

their music and how composers influenced each other," she related.

She invites everyone to come hear these talented and enthusiastic

youngsters, and to learn more about the instrumental music program.

She can be reached at (508) 655-3448 or enouriel@maimonides.org.

Music to our Ears: ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ORCHESTRA FLOURISHes

A cluster of Grade 9 girls endorses the texture of the synthetic grass on the refur-
bished courtyard, including, clockwise, from top, left,Tatiana Hasson, Aliza Shapiro,
Leora Sanieoff, Elana Henry, Stephanie Guedalia and Riva Bergel.



Student Council Banquet Magnifies Chanukah's Glow
Maimonides Upper School students are perfect complements to the chanukkiah, as their energy

and enthusiasm illuminate the annual Student Council Banquet. Scenes from this year's event

include (from top to bottom): from left, Meirav Gebler '07, Margaret Wyschogrod '07, Sarah Winkler

'09 and Yael Krimsky '07 brightening Saval Auditorium with smiles; senior guitarists David Betesh,

left, and Ari Short, and sophomores Erica Singer and Joseph Blechner check out the instruments;

and a sophomore septet: front, Lauren Singer, left, and Ellie Epstein; rear, from left, Avi Geller, Jesse

Turk, Avi Packer, Asher Cheses and Aaron Schacht.
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STUDENTS' SOUP KITCHEN
Celebrates its 10TH YEAR
"Chesed should not be an isolated incident. It's

something that we do over and over again." Jacob

Warren '07 said that sums up his service as head of

the student-run kosher soup kitchen this school

year. The project, in its 10th year, convenes every

Thursday evening, 12 months a year, serving

donations from area kosher caterers and restau-

rants, primarily Milk Street Cafe. The soup kitchen

is hosted by Congregation Bnai Moshe in Brighton.

The project was originated by Jessica Singer Rich

'98, and remains the Boston area's only soup

kitchen. Jessica named it Gittel's Kitchen, in

memory of her mother. As a junior in 1996, Jessica

Singer spent much time organizing class chesed

activities. "When I was at the Allston-Brighton soup

kitchen, it bothered me to see people from the

community who were now on the street—and

who would want a kosher meal if they had the

chance," she said at the time.

Student management is handed down from year

to year. Jacob became involved in 10th grade,

when he accompanied his brother Joshua '06 to

the site. "He often drove to school, so I had to have

a way to get home," he laughed.

This year, typically about a half-dozen students

report for duty at the Thursday night serving.

Jacob, who said he works closely with classmate

Rachel Epstein on organizing the operation, said as

many as a couple of dozen students are involved

overall, "depending on what's going on in class

that day." They arrive around 5 p.m. and set up the

kitchen and dining area.

The student volunteers are social workers much

more than chefs. "A lot of what we do is talk with

the patrons, and make sure they're OK," Jacob

explained. Several are elderly or disabled. "A lot of

them aren't Jewish, which is perfectly fine." One of

the regulars "says it's always nice that he has

Jewish food. He calls it 'comfort food'." He noted

that his predecessor, Ezra Waxman '06, even tried

to help visitors find employment.

Week-to-week expenses like paper goods,

plasticware, coffee and supplemental food items

are covered by a variety of contributions and

donations, most prominently from the

Singer/Sydney Family.
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director of the Chidon participation. “So we meet three

times per week.”

In addition, about 15 sixth graders are preparing for the

test with Rabbi Avinoam Durani during weekly mishmar.

And Mrs. Gale works twice a month, usually for three-hour

evening or Sunday morning workshops, with up to 20

students in Grades 7-11 who are eligible.“We go through

the perakim, we take old tests, we review some curricula

with questions.”Uriel Polsky, one of the school’s Bnei Akiva

shlichim, helps out with some of the preparation.

This year chidon is more than a contest. It is an experience.

There are special loose-leaf notebooks for materials.There

was a school-wide contest for a logo shirt design for

special T-shirts, with students choosing the winner. Some

of the study groups test each other by “acting out

different scenes, so they can have other classmates guess.”

The series of three qualifying tests began Dec. 11, and

continues in February and March. The questions are all

Tanach Excellence
Continued from page 1

porary friends of the school," Mr. Epstein declared. "We

want our volunteers, leaders and administrators past and

present to join us as we embark upon Maimonides

School's tremendous future."

Inclusion of alumni throughout the world is expected to

be a major focus of the commemoration. Mrs. Frisch

remarked that the school needs to take its celebration

beyond Brookline, especially to New York and Israel, and

those involved in the planning should look to create

groups for activities in those regions. "Just like the Red

Sox, we're reaching out worldwide for our own 'Maimo

Nation'," Mrs. Frisch exclaimed.

One component under discussion with the Alumni

Council Steering Committee is a combined reunion of the

first 12 graduating classes. Maimonides awarded only 108

diplomas during those years. Mr. Epstein said one

highlight could be recollections about three revered

teachers—Rabbi M.J. Cohn, z"l, Rabbi Isaac Simon, z"l, and

Rabbi Isaiah Wohlgemuth.

"We have much to celebrate," the co-chairs agreed,

"and there is a lot to do." They invite anyone who 

wants to be involved to contact them via email

(frischmom@yahoo.com or milkstcafe@aol.com).

70th Anniverary
Continued from page 1

DECADE AFTER DECADE, MRS. GERACHT
IS more AT HOME IN THE CLASSROOM 
After almost 30 years on the Maimonides Elementary School faculty,

Elaine Geracht remains certain that "the lower grades are where it's at."

"I love to see children learn to learn,"

declared Mrs. Geracht, one of the

senior teachers in the lower grades. "I

have had opportunities to go into

other areas of education, but I just felt

the most impact I could have is being

a classroom teacher… Every child

learns differently; that's what excites

me. Each year your aim is, 'How do you

reach that child'?"

Mrs. Geracht grew up in The Bronx and earned her undergraduate degree

at City College of New York. She received her master's at the University of

Wisconsin, and taught in that state and in Worcester before arriving at

Maimonides as a midyear replacement teacher in 1977. She began her

full-time career here in 1978.

She has taught Grades 3 and 4, as well as math support, but her favorite is

her longest and current assignment, first grade general studies. "They're

all learning to read, and this is something that's very exciting," she said,

adding, "What I have found is what who they are in first grade is not who

they are when they get older." Two of her first graders this year are

children of former students.

Her Maimonides career spans almost 30 years, but Mrs. Geracht sees "no

big overall change from the point of view of a classroom teacher. The

teacher is still the center of a relationship with a number of kids." The

community continues to be motivated to send their children to

Maimonides, she added. One significant improvement, she emphasized, is

in the area of student support, and the specialists who provide help. "We

were on our own for a long time," she recalled.

Mrs. Geracht and her husband, Dr. Maurice Geracht, a college professor,

have two daughters, a pediatric fellow in Los Angeles and a modern

dancer with the Anna Sokolow Ensemble in New York. She accompanies

her husband every seven years on sabbatical to France.

Mrs. Geracht and Elchanan Kamsler ‘17

multiple choice, closed-book, and all in Hebrew. Mrs. Gale said a score of 80-85

percent is expected to propel a student to the national contest in Manhattan in

mid-May.

Competitors in Grades 6-8 are responsible for most of Sefer Shemot, most of

Melochim Alef and part of Melochim Bet, plus the books of Ezra and Nechemiah.

Students in Grades 9-12 will encounter questions on all that material, plus Amos,

Yonah and Chaggai. “So in essence, they are going to be experiencing, historically

the entire curriculum of Tanach,” Mrs. Gale said, adding, “And all of them have

selected Rashi in Shemot.”

OUR BUSINESS OFFICE WANTS YOU TO KNOW: Maimonides School has begun processing most checks by electronic funds transfer. "Instead of getting your

cancelled check back from your bank, you will only receive a debit charge on your account," explained Lynn Surum, the school's accounting manager. "It also

means that the funds may be withdrawn from your account as soon as the same day we receive your check." Maimonides will continue to add a $10 fee per

check returned unpaid, whether processed electronically or manually. Questions may be addressed to Ms. Surum at (617) 232-4452 x112.
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Media SPECIALIST SEES Elementary LIBRARY 
AS A PLACE to "READ, DISCOVER, ENJOY, Laugh"

Tzniut (modesty in personal

conduct) was the focus of a

Chanukah program designed

especially for and by Middle and

Upper School girls. The online

boutique Funky Frum presented

fashionable apparel selections

modeled by Maimonides

students for their peers.

Participants posing with Rachel

Lubchansky, who founded Funky

Frum in 2005, are, [as pictured top

right] from left, Aliza Stein, Felicia

Kuperwaser, Leslie Black, Meital

Goldberg, Mrs. Lubchansky,

Miriam Segal and Hanah Geller.

Displaying clothing styles [as

pictured bottom right] are Aviva

Bloom, left, and Shira Falk.

The initiative, inspired by the

goals of the Annual Operating

Plan, was made possible by 

a generous grant from Emily Stein

and Lance Kawesch.

Maimo Girls get a fresh look at Tzniut

Shira Starobinski, library media

specialist at the Brener Lower

Elementary Building, has sort

of an environmental impact

statement for youngsters who

visit. "When kids go into he

library," she says, "I want them

to feel that it is an interesting

place, a place where there is a

lot to discover. I want them to

come in, take a book and read,

discover, enjoy, laugh." 

Classes visit the library at four

scheduled times each month,

twice with an Ivrit teacher and

twice with a general studies

teacher, to borrow books and

listen to a story, Mrs.

Starobinski said. "I read the

stories in English or Hebrew,"

she related. "I ask the children

questions about the story;

sometimes there is an art

project."

In addition, students visit the

library when they have free

time to choose selections for

book reports, ask questions

about research or develop

topics for the Science Fair, as

the library curriculum is

integrated with other

curricular areas, Mrs.

Starobinski said. There is one

computer workstation in the

library, used mostly by the

fourth graders.

Mrs. Starobinski joined the

Maimonides faculty in 2000

and says she enjoys her work

"very, very much." She confers

often with her counterpart in

the Levy Library on Saval

Campus, Sara Ravid. When

Grade 4 moved across

Philbrick Road to the Brener

Building for 2006-2007, "Sara

sent me the books for fourth

graders. Our libraries always

cooperate—we speak once or

twice a day. Sometimes she

even needs books from me." 

Mrs. Starobinski, who served as

an intelligence officer in the

Israel Defense Force, earned

her master's degree in library

science from Haifa University,

and was a librarian at the

Technion before relocating to

the U.S. with her husband

David. She also has a master's

degree in Hebrew language,

and is especially proud of the

Hebrew collection in the

Brener Building library, which

numbers about 550 books. "It

gets bigger all the time, and

we also have bilingual

magazines," she said. Her

background "helps me in

choosing books for the

children and deciding which

books to read to them."

Many of the books are

attached to the new Tal Am

Hebrew curriculum for Grades

1-3, allowing children to

borrow the same books they

use in class.



MATH OLYMPIANS: Joseph Mitchneck

'07 and Natan Kawesch '09 are 

among 102 state finalists of the

Massachusetts Association of Mathematics Leagues

Level I Math Olympiad. Their scores on the October

test makes them eligible for Level II competition in

March, said Michael Schockett, co-chair of

the Middle and Upper School Mathematics

Department and coordinator of competitive

math at Maimonides. Mr. Schockett said this 

is the first time in 10 years that the 

school has had multiple finalists. Joseph won

a certificate of merit in last year's compe-

tition. In addition,Yitzi Snow achieved one of

only six perfect scores in Massachusetts on

the recent American Mathematics

Competition for eighth graders.

HAKARAT HATOV: Mrs.

Devorah Cohn, retired

elementary school teacher,

extends "thanks to all my

students and friends from Maimonides who wished me a happy 90th

birthday. I greatly appreciate their kindess in remembering me." Mrs. Cohn

is the  widow of Rabbi M.J. Cohn, z"l, principal emeritus.
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The creation of the State of Israel is one of the seminal events in Jewish History.
Recognizing the significance of the state and its national institutions, we seek to instill in our students an 

attachment to the State of Israel and its people as well as a sense of responsibility for their welfare.

IN MEMORIAM: The Maimonides

School Family is saddened 

to learn of the passing of 

Deanne C. Stone, z"l, and Tamar

Lichtenstadt, z”l. Mrs. Stone came

to Maimonides School in 1979 as

assistant executive director and was the executive director from

1981 to 1987. She is remembered as a community builder, whose

energy and optmism infused not only fundraising cornerstones

like the Scholarship Campaign and Auction but also the devel-

opment campaign that led to construction of the Fox Gymnasium

and Kurr Study Center. Mrs. Lichtenstadt taught kindergarten for

several years at the school in the 1970s before returning to Israel.

A COMMON DENOMINATOR: Maimonides School has a long,

successful history of interscholastic mathematics competition. But

Wednesday, Jan. 17 may have been the first time that three siblings

competed on three different Maimonides teams on the same day.

Tenth grader Hana Snow, who was a member of the school’s first

Elementary School math team, is an anchor of the most competitive

Upper School team. Her brother Yitzi, an eighth grader, is the youngest

member of the second-level high school team. And Beni, a fifth grader,

took part in his first meet with the

Elementary School math team. The

Snow students’parents are MIT alumni,

“so if you believe there’s a math gene

then maybe they have that,” laughed

their mother, Stephanie Pollack.

LEADERS IN TRAINING: Seven Maimonides School students

participated in the Eimatai high school, leadership 

development program in Pennsylvania, sponsored by Yeshiva

University's Center for the Jewish Future. Seniors Rachel

Epstein and Elana Kesselman, juniors Arielle Birnbam, Felicia

Kuperwaser and Sarah Lazaros, sophomore Elisheva 

Epstein and freshman Talia Kesselman engaged in project

planning and brainstorming with

more than 100 students from the

Northeast. Mickey Blechner Nyer

'02, coordinator of student activ-

ities, accompanied the delegation

and said community and school

projects will result.

"YOMIMASHO!—LET'S

READ": This was the

theme of the winter

reading progam for

Grades K-4. Students had

many opportunities to

read and learn about the

culture, language and

daily life in Japan. The

program culminated with

"Japan Day," featuring noted Japanese story-teller Motoko leading

workshops examining Japanese writing system, Japanese new

year and Japanese folklore.
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