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Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share infor-
mation on individual graduates’ ventures and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of preparing 
educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. Your ideas and accomplishments will help sustain and strengthen this key 
communications tool; please forward to alumni@maimonides.org.

Young Architect in Brooklyn Helping Grow Maimonides (Medical Center)
That visit grew into a summer job in 
the architect’s office after ninth grade, 
which led to Tali’s scrapping plans to 
become a lawyer. 

After graduation and a year of learning 
in Israel, Tali began a five-year program 

at Pratt Institute in Brooklyn leading 
to a bachelor of architecture degree. 
“I was very fortunate that I found 
something that intrigued me early on,” 
she reflected. In order to capitalize 
on a semester-abroad option, Tali 
successfully proposed and created 
an exchange between Pratt and 
Betzalel Academy of Art and Design 
in Jerusalem. She said she spent an 
“incredible semester” in Israel 2010 that 
included side trips to Jordan and Egypt. 

These days, when Tali Cheses ‘05 
talks about Maimonides, most likely 
she is referring to the medical center 
in Brooklyn. More specifically, she 
means the consolidated outpatient 
facility being planned for the Borough 
Park section. That’s because Tali is a 
“job captain” with Gensler, the 
mammoth architectural design 
firm planning the structure. 

In Borough Park, a religious 
Jewish neighborhood, Gensler 
is overseeing the demolition 
of some brownstones and 
subsequent construction of a 
seven-story, 207,000-square-foot 
central outpatient clinic that 
will replace facilities scattered 
throughout the area. “The intent 
is to create interior spaces that 
are driven by emerging trends 
in the medical industry, and that 
will foster cooperative patient 
care and collaboration,” Tali said.

Tali traces her love for 
architecture to her Grade 
6 Chinese paper-cutting 
experience in Deborah Onie’s class. 

“I really enjoyed it, and on my own 
time I still continue — to this day — to 
design my own intricate papercuts, 
some with Judaic themes. That same 
year my parents put an addition on 
our house, and I wanted to give the 
architect my two cents on the layout 
of my bedroom and the size of my 
closet. He said, ‘I like your spatial ideas. 
You should come to our office and see 
some of our projects’.”

“I even went to see the architecture of 
Yasir Arafat’s tomb in Ramallah.”

Tali received her degree in May 2011, and 
“was incredibly fortunate” to get hired 
shortly thereafter by Gensler, the largest 
architectural company in the world, 

with 46 offices on five continents. 
“I’m the only Orthodox Jew in the 
Rockefeller Center office,” she noted.

She detailed her responsibilities 
for the Maimonides Medical 
project: “On a typical job there are 
5-10 consultants, in areas such as 
lighting, acoustics, audio-visual, 
electrical, mechanical and structural. 
The architect’s job is to coordinate 
everything. Most of the work I do 
is through Revit, a master three-
dimensional modeling computer 
program that provides access to all 
the consultants. In a large project 
like this, it’s all about collaboration, 
communication, and coordination 
of the information, and then 
translating it into a complete set of 
construction drawings that can be 
bid out and later built.”

A typical architectural project has five 
phases, Tali explained: schematic design, 
design development, construction 
documents, bidding, and construction 
administration. “Right now we are in the 
design development stage, where we 
are designing the spaces after collecting 
information from the various doctors and 
departments that will inhabit the space. 
The next stage is where we really get into 
the architecture, the building’s skin and 
bones,” she said. Overall, the work will 
take several years.

 Visit Maimonides on Facebook   Follow our Twitter feed, KolRambam
 Subscribe to our YouTube channel, MaimoTube

Tali Cheses ‘05

continued on page 4
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Graduate Part of Fox Team That Shapes How Millions Enjoy Their Days
Raphi Toubian ’02 wonders what 
entertainment will look like in 20 
years.

Raphi is a director on the corporate 
development team at 21st Century 
Fox, one of the world’s largest media 
businesses. The company owns Fox 
News, Fox Sports and FX cable chan-
nels; the Fox broadcast network; the 
Fox film and TV production studios; 
and several Sky-branded TV compa-
nies in Europe and Asia. 

“My core role is to provide 
qualitative and quantita-
tive analysis that helps 
ensure we make smart 
business decisions,” Raphi 
explained. “That entails a 
lot of financial analysis and 
how mergers and acquisi-
tions work, but the most 
interesting part of my job 
is trying to think through 
how technology and 
customer trends might 
impact the media industry 
over the next 20-plus years 
and helping make sure 
Fox stays ahead of those 
trends.”

Even in high school, Raphi said, “I 
knew I wanted to work with busi-
nesses.” He earned an undergraduate 
degree in finance and accounting 
from NYU’s business school while 
interning with an Israeli-run business 
development company in Manhattan.

“I was lucky enough to join JP 
Morgan’s investment bank after 
college,” he recounted. “The team I 
worked with advises large media and 
technology clients on investments 
and other financial decisions.” One 
day he was introduced to the head 
of the corporate development team 
of a JP Morgan client — News Corp., 
former parent of Fox. “I moved over 
there as an associate. Six years later, 

I’m still here. It’s a fascinating place to 
work.”

“The entrepreneurial spirit that built 
the company still drive decisions 
today. It’s rare for a company as large 
as Fox to be so intent on shaking up 
the status quo,” he said. The combi-
nation of Fox’s vast resources with a 
philosophy geared towards pushing 
the envelope “keeps things inter-
esting,” he added. “It has created 
incredible opportunities for me to get 

involved in amazing, forward-thinking 
projects, from spending time in 
London trying to re-think how news-
papers should operate in the digital 
age, to helping develop a transforma-
tive digital-age education business, 
to helping expand our sports media 
business.” 

“I love knowing that the company 
I work for entertains and informs 
hundreds of millions of people around 
the world,” Raphi said. “There is an 
added luster from the high profile of 
the businesses we own. We see news 
anchors and politicians and celebri-
ties in the building, or we get to visit 
the ‘Fox lot’ where a lot of movies and 
TV shows are produced. Our founder 

and CEO, Rupert Murdoch, is a global 
celebrity himself.” 

“Spotting famous faces is always fun, 
but it doesn’t really impact my day 
to day,” he continued. “I am proud, 
though, when a Fox company breaks 
a big story, produces a huge movie 
like Avatar, or airs a record-breaking 
TV program like American Idol or 
the Super Bowl or the World Series. 
It’s rewarding to see something you 
are even a small part of have such a 

large impact on how 
millions of people 
spend and enjoy their 
time.”

Raphi lives in New 
York with his wife, 
Sasha, and their three-
month-old daughter, 
Rose Naomi. “Sasha 
has a degree in art 
history and a career 
consulting for large art 
collections, so we go 
to a lot of museums 
and galleries,” said 
Raphi, who describes 
himself as a “math-
science person.” He 
admitted that “I didn’t 

understand or appreciate the beauty 
and significance of art until I met 
Sasha. I wasn’t interested. Now, when 
we travel, I always want to see the 
local museums. They provide a great 
lens into history and local culture.”

Raphi credits the Boston community 
with instilling a “strong commitment 
to family, friends, education and good 
values” in him and his friends. “I’m still 
in touch with as many as one-fifth of 
my Maimo classmates on any given 
day and more than half throughout 
the year. Not many of my friends from 
other places can say the same.”

Raphi Toubian ‘02, left, with Maimonides classmates, from left, Ilan Lastoff, 
Adam Dalezman, Zvi Dubitzky, Dovid Osband, Judd Bogdansky, Tani Palefski 
and Avi Weiner at classmate Yoni Spiewak’s wedding.
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New  Simcha Gemach a “Tremendous Opportunity for the Community”

Gemach is an acronym for gemilut 
chasadim (acts of lovingkindness). A 
gemach is a Jewish recycling agency of 
sorts, a repository of useful items that 
people may borrow and then return.

Herb Weinberg ’80 and family are 
supporting his wife Gita as she launches 
what they call a “simcha gemach.”

“It’s for women, from little girls to adults, 
who are going to a simcha, anything 
from a bar or bat mitzvah to a wedding,” 
Gita explained. “We’re going to have 
gowns and suits and dresses. People can 
come and try them on and borrow them 
for the day.”

“The Boston area had a small gemach 
for lending clothes, almost exclusively 
for wedding dresses. Gita has been 
asked to expand it,” Herb said. “She 
and I are hopeful that within the next 
few months, this service will be known 
throughout the Boston area Jewish 
community.”

“By word of mouth, through the shuls 
and in the schools with signs, I am 
expanding a small gemach that was at 

the mikvah,” explained Gita, who has 
experience running a children’s clothing 
business. “There are many of these 
in New York, and people from here 
go into New York all the time to use a 
gemach.” The gemachs raise money for 
tzedakah by charging a nominal sum 
and donating the money left over after 
expenses.

She emphasized that the gemach is 
not meant solely for people in need. 
Everyone is welcome. “I’m not asking 
how much money they have in their 
bank accounts,” she said.

Herb, an attorney, pointed out that 
donations of clothing “offer a very nice 
tax deduction because they’re based 
on cost. I think it really is a tremendous 
opportunity for the community, and we 
welcome being contacted by anyone 
who wishes to donate clothing in return 
for a tax deduction.”

Mrs. Weinberg can be reached at (617) 
513-5398 for details on donations or 
answers to questions. “We are looking 
at this as providing a service,” Herb 

said. “We welcome the assistance of 
Maimonides alumni so we can make this 
a reality.”

The Weinbergs are parents of four chil-
dren, Rachel ’11, Rena ’14, Maya ’20 and 
Avery ’22.

Gita and Herb Weinberg ’80 and Maya, who is 
modeling a dress.

Graduate Looking for Help to Augment His IDF Unit’s Materiel
Nathan Japhet ’08 is looking for finan-
cial support to improve the profession-
alism of his IDF combat engineering 
unit.

Nate is part of an infantry platoon 
training to join the Palhan (combat 

engineering company), one of three 
elite reconnaissance units of the Nahal 
infantry brigade.

“The Palhan requires long and diffi-
cult training, including close-quarters 
combat, advanced urban combat, 
fortified zones and boulders combat, 
and many long weeks of orienteering 
including night time solo orienteering,” 
he said. “Modest contributions will help 
us improve our fighting capabilities, 
upgrade our gear, and improve morale.” 

He said the unit could use “a variety 
of personal gear not provided by the 
IDF, such as warm winter fleeces for the 
freezing desert nights, hiking boots, 
headlamps, water packs, Leatherman 
multi-tools, and other equipment to 
improve the capabilities and ease the 
life of an infantryman.”

Nate said that during his post-graduate 
year at Yeshivat Eretz HaTzvi in Jeru-
salem, “I quickly fell in love with the 
country.” He earned a biology degree 
at Yeshiva University, where he played 
intercollegiate soccer for four years 
before returning to Israel. 

“I made aliyah for a variety of reasons. 
Some have to do with my religious 
beliefs, but the major factor in my 
decision was to be part of the greatest 
Jewish experiment of the past 2,000 
years — namely to be the masters of our 
own fate in our ancestral homeland,” he 
wrote.

He stressed that all of his unit’s basic 
needs are met. The link to a donation 
page for Nate and his fellow soldiers 
is http://shaularmony.wordpress.com/
donate/.

Nathan Japhet ‘08
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Recent Alumna Takes to the Maryland Airwaves — with Sports Talk
Deena Rosenblatt ‘12, a freshman at the 
University of Maryland, thought she was 
attending an open house and information 
session at WMUC, the campus radio 
station, a few weeks ago.

“It turned out I was actually in the sports 
radio session,” she related. “I realized I 
was in the wrong meeting, and I was a 
little bummed out because I wanted to be 
on the radio and did not think I had the 
qualifications to talk about sports.”

“I was going to leave, but then one of the 
heads of the sports radio mentioned that 
you don’t need any experience, and that 
this semester they were short. So anyone 
who wanted one probably would get a 
show.”

And that’s how she became a sports 
commentator on the College Park 
campus. “I went back to my dorm, asked 
a friend if they wanted to co-host and we 
sent a time slot request.”

Every Tuesday night between 9 and 
10, Deena said, she and her co-host, 
Ezra Shoen, talk about anything — as 
long as it is connected to sports. They 
broadcast out of a small room with two 
microphones and equipment that allows 
calls from listeners. 

“We generally try to talk about sports 
that are in season. For example, in the 
beginning of the year our show was 
focused on NFL match-ups, but in 
February a majority of our shows were 
focused on the Winter Olympics,” Deena 
said.

“I consider myself a serious basketball 
fan; football might be pushing it,” she 
acknowledged. “We try not to take 
ourselves too seriously, because not all of 
our listeners are huge sports fans and we 
want to keep them engaged. Sometimes 
we end up talking about some of the silly 
things that happen in the sports world, 
such as why stadium event bathrooms are 
always so horrible, or how in the world do 
people get involved in Olympic curling?” 

Deena is following in the footsteps of 
other campus sports commentators, 
including Casey Anis ’06 and Brad 
Baskir ’10.

Colleagues find Tali a particularly good 
resource regarding certain aspects of 
the project, since many clients will be 
religious Jews. For example, the cardiac 
rehabilitation area will have separate 
workout and changing spaces for 
men and women. Planners want to be 
respectful of the community, although 
the fixtures are not required to be 
Shabbat compliant.

Tali, who lives in the Washington Heights 
section of Manhattan, also has focused on 
sustainable buildings over the past year 
and is accredited in the green buildings 
standards known as LEED (Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design). One 
of her more noteworthy LEED projects 
is for the publisher Conde Nast, which is 
pursuing certification for 25 stories at 1 
World Trade Center. 

”Maimonides gave me a really good work 
ethic,” Tali stated. “The dual curriculum 

taught me how to be focused and driven 
and to work long hours.”

She is pursuing her architectural 
license, which involves a series of seven 
examinations and usually takes three to 
four years after graduation. 

“Being a frum female architect is pretty 
rare,” Tali acknowledged. Colleagues, 
she said, “have been very respectful. 
People ask me questions all the time. It’s 
a great opportunity for me, as I am tested 
every single day about my beliefs and 
subsequent actions. I am choosing to lead 
a religious life because I believe in it, not 
because I’m trying to impress anyone or 
because of the environment I was raised 
in.” 

Professionals involved with the Borough 
Park project often need help pronouncing 
“Maimonides,” Tali added. When they ask 
for spelling, “I use the Maimonides cheer: 
M-A-I  M-O-N  I-D-E-S (LET’S GO ).” 

The February issue of Kol Bogrei Rambam 
mentioned that AJ Edelman ’09, the MIT 
hockey goaltender, was thought to be 
the first Maimonides graduate to play an 
intercollegiate sport for a team other than 
those affiliated with Yeshiva University. That 
turned out to be somewhat overstated, to 
wit:

• Casey Anis ’06 pointed out that class-
mate Naomi Mitchell played softball for 
the University of Hartford (NCAA).

• Ephi Eisenberg ’89 noted that his class-
mate Mike Adler played basketball for 
Whittier College in California.

• David Solomont ’69 reminded us that 
“I played hockey for Tufts University. 
Granted, it was a Club Team at the time 
because it wasn’t a varsity sport.”

• And AJ himself said that Aaron Zwie-
bach ’11 competed in an NCAA squash 
match for the MIT team.

CorrectionTali Cheses ‘05
continued from page 1

Deena Rosenblatt ‘12



CONNECTING MAIMONIDES ALUMNI WORLDWIDE

Kol Bogrei  
Rambam

Page 5 of 6

March 2014 ~ Adar II -5774

An alumni Purim 
panorama, clock- 
wise, from top 
left: Ephraim, 
Meira, Tali, 
Netanel, Yaakov, Yaeli and Batsheva, 
children of Aliza and Rabbi Scott 
Kahn ‘88; Emma and Max, children 
of Yashi and Beth (Lamport) Kraus 
‘00; Raphaela and Dr. Leora Leeder 
‘86; Eliana Chaya, daughter of Jodi 
and Eitan Rosenberg ‘03; Max, son 
of Jacob and Erica (Bogdansky) 
Scherzer ‘96; Lauren and Elan 
Noorparvar ‘05 and Tamar; David 
Kronfeld and Sarah Jacobs ‘78; Eliana 
and Adira, daughters of Dr. Sammy 
and Jennifer (Pick) Sultan ‘01; Rabbi 
Ed Goldstein ‘71 reading Megillat 
Esther with Dave, one of Despicable 
Me’s minions; and Gabe ‘02 and Talia 
(Liben ) Yarmush ‘02 with sons Ezra 
and Asher.
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More Purim excitement, clockwise from top left: Orly and Evan, children 

of Amy Margulies and Gabe Kahn ‘96; Yehudis Fishman ‘61; Harry, son 

of Solomon and Elka Tovah (Menkes) Davidoff ‘88; Archer, son of Paul 

and Dani (Leeds) Kim ‘01; Renee Blechner-Hirsch ‘76; Ronny and Sarah 

(Lamport) Lee ‘03 and Yakira; Mindy Schimmel ‘72; Nina and Rabbi Dr. 

Mordechai Glick ‘61, Pesh and Simcha (Steven) Katz ‘61; Rebecca Zibman 

‘02, Gila Betesh-Maresky ‘02 and their Gan Shelanu crew in Jerusalem; 

Zevi, son of Yisrael and Sherri (Cooper) Saperstein ‘88; and Ryan, son of 

Heidi and Mark Bogdansky ‘92.


