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Graduate Reflects on Her Career of Fabric-Based Hiddur Mitzvah

Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share infor-
mation on individual graduates’ ventures and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of preparing 
educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. Your ideas and accomplishments will help sustain and strengthen this key com-
munications tool; please forward to alumni@maimonides.org.

 Visit Maimonides on Facebook   Follow our Twitter feed, KolRambam
 Subscribe to our YouTube channel, MaimoTube

Sarah Jacobs ’78 is a craftsperson 
— although, she said, “given how 
degraded the word is these days, a 
better term is ‘artisan.’” 

Sarah designs and makes unique artistic 
and ritual items, mostly using fabric, 
which often are embellished with 
Jewish text.  “I grew up swimming in the 
text — it’s what I know. So I can produce 
interesting work because of the facility 
with text that I got from being a student 
at Maimonides,” she said.

For some 25 years she has made 
personal and synagogue objects, 
using a variety of techniques: “paint on 
fabric, dyed fabric, hand or machine 
embroidery, batik — basically any tech-
nique that makes sense for a particular 
project. I have carved Ultrasuede using 
a soldering iron. The technique doesn’t 
matter to me; it’s more where you end 
up.”

Sarah traces her affinity for art and 
sewing to her childhood. She remem-
bers her father, Rabbi David Jacobs, 
planning beautification of his shul in 
Quincy with artist David Holleman. “I 
was able to see how one developed a 
piece of Judaica,” she said, including 
asking the right questions: “How do 
you express this idea? How do you 
make something smart and evocative? 
How do you create a piece that remains 
compelling over a long period of time? 
I learned so much from growing up 
davening in a building that was so beau-
tiful and so thoughtful.”

Her family “cared a lot about beautiful 
things — not just china or silver but also 
really good Judaica.” Her mother gave 

Sarah an embroi-
dery kit, and taught 
her to use it at age 
seven. The timing 
was excellent. “The 
library in Quincy 
had a phenom-
enal handcrafts 
collection. There 
was a tremendous 
revival going on in 
the world of crafts 
during the 1960s and 
70s. We went to a lot 
of craft shows, a lot 
of museums. It was 
very much a part of 
how I grew up.”

Sarah’s Maimonides high school years 
fortified her taste and talent. “During 
the 1970s we had classes in the library, 
and I remember finding the copy of the 
Sarajevo Haggadah with the fabulous 
illustrations and paging through it over 
and over — when I probably ought to 
have been paying attention in class.” 
The original Saval Campus shul “was 
such a beautiful, intimate, spiritual 
space. It evoked old shuls in modern 
materials, completely unadorned, 
simple but tactile. It did something that 
not a lot of contemporary shuls can do 
— it just worked.”

Sarah majored in art history at Brandeis, 
then moved to New York hoping for 
work at a museum. She ended up as 
program director at Congregation 
Ansche Chesed, working with Michael 
Strassfeld ’67, one of the authors of 
the Jewish Catalog series of the 1970s. 
“I worked with people of all ages,” she 

said. “We were generating incredibly 
creative programming.”

Several friends were expecting children 
so she began making gifts. “I painted 
a chair for a friend, who urged me to 
sell my work,” she related. “At first I 
was creating a really wide array of stuff, 
quilts, painted furniture, children’s 
costumes, along with the Judaica. Even-
tually I realized I could be smarter using 
Jewish text than most other people 
could and could create Judaica that 
no one else was.” Her love for artistic 
beauty and Jewish texts evolved into 
her career.

“I don’t design a Torah mantle just to 
be looked at from far away, inside the 
Aron Kodesh,” Sarah explained. “What 
happens when you carry the Sefer Torah 
through the kahal? My design goes 
around the back and makes people 
want to engage with the Torah. I’ll add 
elements that catch the light so that 

Sarah Jacobs ‘78 with Torah mantles she designed

continued on page 2
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Alumnus Feels Street Performance Skills Boost Engineering Career Prospects

Dillon Stanger ’10 wanted to play inter-
scholastic basketball as a Maimonides 
sophomore. “But I was too short and I 
didn’t improve fast enough. So I stopped,” 
he related. Then he saw a juggler enter-
taining at a bar mitzvah party. “The next 
day I spent three hours learning how to 
juggle three [balls] — and I was hooked. 
I would juggle as I walked to class at 
Maimo.” 

Dillon matriculated at McGill University, 
and as an undergraduate performed in 
Boston, New York City, Montreal, and other 
cities. That kind of entertaining “requires 
you to lose your ego,” he said. “You fill it 
with confidence instead. You have confi-
dence that your lines will work.” 

He juggles fire, and also juggles knives 
while riding a unicycle, “but it’s not 
really the props that impress people, 
but the type of presence you bring. I like 

to develop a personal relationship with 
members of my audience.”

After graduating in the spring of 2014, 
Dillon went backpacking in Israel for 
several months. “I went without family 
there and with very little cash, so finding a 
place every night and things to do were up 
to my networking abilities,” he recounted. 
“The trip shaped the way I interact profes-
sionally. It has made me driven and oppor-
tunistic, especially in terms of networking 
constantly.” 

Dillon still does a lot of gigs. But he does 
not aspire to be a professional street and 
event performer. He hopes to “marry my 
experience in entertainment and my tech-
nical background in process engineering.” 
He is pursuing design engineering, tech-
nical sales, entrepreneurial, or startup 
roles. 

“I decided to pursue a more conventional 
career path,” he testified. “I am less focused 
on how I can juggle four rubber chickens 
on a unicycle, and more on how the act 
has affected my personality and commu-
nication abilities in professional contexts. 
Now that I have had time in the workforce 
I have used my performer personality to 
develop characteristics that can make me a 
successful salesman or entrepreneur.” 

“Performing and product sales are, in 
essence, quite similar. In one you sell your-
self and in the other you sell a product,” he 
continued. “If entertaining has taught me 

anything, you must sell yourself before you 
can sell ‘it’ — whether ‘it’ is an advanced 
enterprise software product with 10,000 
lines of code, biomedical equipment, or 
in-line magnetic flow meters.” 

Dillon considers himself “a born salesman. 
I got the genes from my mother, who is a 
natural saleswoman, and I think that I will 
take after her.”  

He offered an example. “I recently did an 
act for a synagogue in Malden. I started my 
shtick, but by the time I was to entertain 
the kids, I was engaged in chatting with 
the rabbi, the executive director, engineers 
of the community, and others. Everyone 
loved the show — and I networked a few 
job opportunities.” 

Dillon said he will always develop his act. 
“Sometimes ideas pop into my head about 
things I can do. But a lot has to do with my 
interacting with my audience rather than 
learning to juggle more or do flips. Adults 
like to see someone do amazing things, 
but if I can make them laugh it’s worth far 
more.”

Maimonides, Dillon said, “was the cata-
lyst. The changes I underwent during 
my time there have set my direction and 
personality, which I now depend on for my 
success. I have especially fond memories 
of so many teachers. Really, every teacher, 
student, and staff member is responsible 
in some way or another for the person you 
see in front of you today.”

even little kids are attracted,” such as a 
mantle made for Shavuot with an open 
rimon (pomegranate) “and the seeds were 
glass beads of different shapes and colors. 
I remember a little kid standing in front of 
the open aron trying to lick that rimon.”

“Because I know the text as well as I do, 
it influences my approach to creating an 
object,” she continued. For example, when 
crafting a challah cover she chooses words 

that are “not what you’d normally expect. 
I might use texts from the zemirot or from 
L’cha Dodi. When selected well, the right 
text changes your experience of doing a 
mitzvah.”

“I try to approach designing a piece from 
the point of view of how one performs the 
mitzvah,” Sarah said. “What is an atarah? 
What does it do? How do you turn it into a 
gateway to tefillah? Text that’s a little unex-
pected, that you can look at in different 
ways over time, can keep engaging the 
user over time.”

Sarah’s talents and reputation are spread 
mostly by word of mouth and her blog, 
www.sewnewyork.blogspot.com. “I’m 
sort of known in the world of sewing,” she 
added. Her clients cover the full range from 
observant households to “people who are 
on the far edges of the Jewish world.”

Sarah and her husband David Kronfeld 
live in Manhattan and have three children, 
ages 19-27. “My children watched me learn 
how to sew — with a sewing machine,” she 
laughed.

Fabric-Based Hiddur Mitzvah
continued from page 1
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Graduate’s Band Delivers Message of Hope and Inspiration

Avi Gopin ’77 is a licensed 
professional counselor who has 
been practicing in New Jersey since 
1989 and now is part of a team of 
professionals in a neuropsychology 
practice. He self-published a 
guidebook for navigating the trauma 
that can follow an auto accident.

He is also a Sparklifter.

“The Sparklifters have a mission,” 
said Avi, who plays keyboards in the 
central New Jersey Jewish band. “As 
the name implies, the band uses 
positive messages of hope in the 
face of despair to lift listeners out 
of complacency to reveal the spark 
within that we each carry, according 
to our Jewish mystical tradition.”

“The music is intended for a wide 
variety of audiences, and plays well 
to Jews and non-Jews alike because 
of its inspirational message,” he 
continued. “Songs like Step by Step 
or On the Seventh Day and Ruach are 
designed to ignite a spark of Jewish 
spirit that builds as the music plays 
on.”

Avi said he always has loved music, 

as evidenced by “nine years of 
professional piano lessons and 
countless hours of playing in 
Brookline at my parents’ grand piano.” 

Nevertheless, “I play primarily by ear. 
I can hear most songs and play them 
without sheet music.” Avi has served 

as a professional chazzan and b’aal 
koreh for many years, first in Boston 
and later in New Jersey. 

Although he has been musically 
inclined since childhood in what he 
called “the singing Gopin family,” 
Avi said his musical influences were 
primarily the Hebrew music of groups 
like The Rabbi’s Sons and Dveykus. 
As a Maimonides School teenager, 
he composed his own Hebrew lyric 
music on the piano. 

“It wasn’t until Yeshiva University 
that rock and roll music caught my 
attention,” Avi said. That is where 
he met Avi Teitz, now his fellow 
Sparklifter. Musical influences during 
his college years were The Grateful 
Dead, Bruce Spingsteen, Santana, Eric 
Clapton and the Allman Brothers. 

Avi said he is “particularly interested 
in the blend of harmonies in both 
my vocal and instrumental playing.” 
His favorite musical style of playing 
keyboards is the New Orleans blues 
and jazz rhythms applied to rock and 
roll. 

Avi and Avi got together about 20 
years ago and formed the Sparklifters 
as a hobby, Avi Gopin said.  “We have 
played at bar mitzvahs, the Carlebach 
Shul in Manhattan, other shul events, 
and Jewish Federation sponsored 
events in New Jersey. We have also 
played in the Village and most 
recently in Williamsburg, Brooklyn.”

The Sparklifters’ songs, both lyrics and 
musical composition, were developed 
by Avi Teitz. “He would look in the 
siddur or Tanakh for inspiration and 
then create songs that resemble 
tefillot or famous Bible stories,” Avi 
explained. “The music is in English, 
with Jewish themes. Genres vary from 
folk to rhythm and blues to rock and 
roll.” 

Avi Teitz is an accomplished electric 
guitar player and shares vocals with 
Avi Gopin. A harmonica and bass 
player join the band for various gigs.

A studio recorded CD is available, but 
it is not a recent project, Avi said. A 
YouTube video of the Sparklifters is 
currently being edited. 

“Jewish spirituality and a connection 
to something relevant and real is 
sorely needed for Jews today,” Avi 
observed. “From the far right to 
the far left we are One People — 
another Sparklifter song — all on 
different rungs of the same ladder, 
trying to reach higher spiritually in 
a meaningful way that speaks to 
our souls. This music makes that 
connection.” 

Avi Gopin ‘77

“…the band uses positive 
messages of hope in the face 
of despair to lift listeners out 
of complacency to reveal 
the spark within that we 
each carry, according to our 
Jewish mystical tradition.”
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Grad Discovers “a Special Kind of Family” in Real Estate

(Last month’s Kol Bogrei Rambam 
included profiles of three alumni who 
work as real estate agents. Here’s another 
one who asked to be represented.)

Adam Aroesty ’05 graduated from 
Boston University in 2009 with a 
degree in communication. “I decided 
to get my real estate license shortly 

before graduation 
to ensure I’d 
be headed out 
into the world 
with some way 
to make money, 
while I considered 
internships 
or entry level 
positions in 
advertising,” 
he said.  “At the 
time, I thought 
of it more as 
a transitional 
period, and I 
didn’t picture it 

blossoming into the fulfilling career 
that it has.”He accepted a position as a 
leasing and sales agent at Boston’s Best 

Realty in Allston, and now is “excited 
to wake up every morning and work in 
the greatest little city in the world.”

“The Boston real estate industry really 
is its own community, and specifically 
the Allston/Brighton and Brookline 
markets in which I focus,” Adam said. 
“Landlords, leasing agents, sales 
agents, brokers, contractors, all are 
constantly working together in close 
capacity, and partnerships, friends, and 
a special kind of family grow from it.”

Real estate, he continued, “affords the 
advantage of getting to set my own 
schedule and base my livelihood on 
the adventure of getting to meet new 
people every day. I’ve also taken on a 
mentorship role in the office — each 
season brings in at least one or two 
new agents, and for the past several 
years I’ve worked one on one with 
these agents to show them the ropes of 
our properties and the industry itself — 
to help get them acclimated to a very 
niche industry and help them grasp the 
culture as well as procedural tasks that 
will help them succeed.”

Adam noted that he began hosting 
a memorial golf tournament in 2013 
in memory of his mother, Hannah 
Aroesty, z”l. “I had sponsorships from 
landlords, entire teams comprised of 
colleagues and connections I’d formed 
in the industry, and I knew that my 
excitement for the event was shared by 
the rest of my team at Boston’s Best.”

“I don’t even consider my work a sales 
position. I’m not trying to pawn people 
a product, or even convince them that 
my options are their best,” Adam said. 
“Rather, I work with them as a liaison, 
representative and advocate to find 
what meets their criteria, within their 
budget, and is, objectively, the best 
option for them.”

He added that “I’ve always appreciated 
clients who have worked with real 
estate agents in the past — and then 
confide in me their complaints about 
those real estate agents, often times 
about the very strategies I try to avoid. 
I’ve had clients who have felt like their 
agent was ill prepared or didn’t value 
the time they spent together.” 

The new Mesorat Harav Birkon, soon to be 
published by the Orthodox Union Press 
and Koren Publishing, will be known as 
the Wintman Edition. The project was 
underwritten by Kenny Wintman ’74, 
with the birkon dedicated in memory of 
his parents, Abe and Sylvia Wintman, z”l. 
The new book will include commentary 
by Rabbi Dr. Joseph B. Soloveitchik, zt”l, 
not only on the text of birkat hamazon, 
kiddush, havdalah and brachot (including 
some transcribed from previously unpub-
lished lectures) but also on a variety of 
themes related to Shabbat, yom tov and 
smachot. Also included are descriptions 
of the Rav’s personal practices in these 
areas. The dedication is especially appro-
priate since Kenny was the Rav’s student 

assistant during his undergraduate years 
at Yeshiva University, and the Wintman 
family had a long personal relationship 
with Rabbi and Mrs. Soloveitchik. The 
birkon was edited by Rabbi David Hellman 
of Young Israel of Brookline with English 
translation by Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks.

A halachic exploration of kavanah that 
extends individual davening with the 
tzibbur, written by Rabbi Yehudah 
Leib Aronson ’08, has been published 
in Hebrew in the Central Kovetz Haoros 
(Torah Journal) of Chabad. “The question 
that it addresses is that there is a custom 
of chasidim to daven for a long time, and 
because of that they don’t always manage 
to say Shemoneh Esrei with the minyan,” 
Yehudah Leib explained. “The question 
is: ‘What is the basis for this according to 

halachah?’ First I address the importance 
of basic kavanah during davening, I bring 
many sources to show that without that 
kavanah you may not have the mitzvah of 
tefillah at all, so it is for sure more impor-
tant to take your time for that than to rush 
to catch up to the minyan. The second 
point I address is that of more advanced 
kavanah.” Here is a link to the article (it 
starts on Page 59):  
haoros.com/download.asp?kovetzID=1099&ext=pdf

Miriam Aczel ’08 reports that an evening 
in memory of her father, Prof. Amir Aczel, 
z”l, is scheduled for Thursday, Feb. 4, at 7 
p.m. at Brookline Booksmith, 279 Harvard 
St. Refreshments will be served. An invi-
tation to the gathering can be found at: 
http://tinyurl.com/AmirAczel

Maimonides Here and There…
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Renewing acquaintances at the Jan. 18 Metro New York alumni event are, from left, Jon Brickman ‘96, Adina Gerver ‘97, Joe Siev ‘04, Gabi Lupatkin ‘04, Zach Weiner ‘06, 
Moshe Klausner ‘06 and Noam Katz ‘05. They welcomed a 1974 graduate, Mark Levenson, right. At an adjacent table were, from left, Eliyahu and Miriam (Abromson) Ladell 
‘69, Rebecca (Weisenberg) Rosenbaum ‘71 and Sandra (Wintman) Welkes ‘68.

Graduates spanning 50 years of classes  attended the annual Metro New York alumni gathering on Jan. 18 at Congregation Orach Chaim on the Upper East Side, including: 
from left, Amy Levenson ‘80, Sarah Jacobs ‘78 and Reva (Morrison) Iden ‘75; Rabbi Ed Goldstein ‘71 and Reuven Fenton ‘98, featured speaker; and Naty Katz ‘73, head of 
school, chatting with Yossi Korff ‘61.

The accolades continue to resound following a 
memorable Maimonides Invitational Basketball 
Tournament and Shabbaton on Jan. 28-31. Many 
of the key volunteers were Maimonides gradu-
ates, led by Ahron and Sheera (Kessler) Solo-
mont. The 1976 graduates co-chaired their third 
consecutive invitational.

Claudine (Cohen) Grossman ‘91 was in charge 
of the challenging task of securing housing for 
six visiting basketball teams. Several Brookline 
alumni accommodated visitors, including Mark 
Blechner ‘67, Rosa (Holcer) Drapkin ‘67 and Elazer 
Edelman ‘74.

Other alumni who assisted in a variety of ways 
were Joey Blechner ‘09, Amy (Kahn) Goldman 
‘90, Akiva Katz ‘11, David ‘88 and Shari (Morgan) 
Katz ‘88, Sharon (Hecht) Kramer ‘85, Joe Itkis ‘06, 
Dr. Joshua Kosowsky ‘83, Robert Naggar ‘13 and 

Josh Yarmush ‘09. Among the M-Cat and Lady 
M-Cat alumni involved were Michal Alge ‘14, 
Brad Baskir ‘10, Adam Kramer ‘13, Joseph Solo-
mont ‘14 and Yoni Klausner ‘14.

The Singer family, including Joy (Singer) Sydney 
‘75, were among corporate sponsors and also 
provided van transportation all weekend. 
Alumni sponsors and supporters included Dina 
(Pittel) Adelsky ‘02, Debbie and Mark Blechner 
‘76, Ashie Cheses ‘09, Dr. Shira (Langernauer) 
Galper ‘95 and David Galper ‘93, Scott Goldberg 
‘90, Adam and Claudine (Cohen) Grossman ‘91, 
Amy and Naty Katz ‘73, Eitan Kimelman ‘00, Joel 
Levin ‘92, Eitan Levisohn ‘92, Noah Liben ‘00, 
Laurie Pultman ‘04, Rabbi Ari Rockoff  ‘92, Ari 
Shrage ‘96, Joe Siev ‘04, Sheera ‘76 and Ahron 
Solomont ‘76, and Kenny Wintman ‘74.

Alumni Volunteers Key to Invitational Basketball Tournament’s Success

Tournament Co-Chair Ahron Solomont 
‘76 and the M-Cat on the Fox Gymna-
sium floor.


