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Beit Midrash Program Expands
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The Maimonides Early Childhood Center 
(ECC) begins its second year with enroll-
ment at capacity, thanks to a successful 
launch, a growing roster of committed staff, 
and a brand new, specially-tailored class-
room for two-year-olds.

“I’m excited to have new students, 
increased classroom space, and a 
new teacher,” said ECC Director Robin 
Meyerowitz, noting that this year enroll-
ment across the three age levels is at full 
capacity with 56 students, “and we have a 
full waiting list.” 

“We have already received an ECC applica-
tion for the 2017-18 year!” Mrs. Meyerowitz 
noted. 

She added that all of last year’s four-year-
old students whose families remained 
in the Boston area have enrolled in 
Kindergarten at Maimonides.

Almost all ECC staff members have 
returned, and now the three- and four-year-
old classes each have two lead teachers 
plus an assistant, Mrs. Meyerowitz said. 
“There are Hebrew speaking teachers in 
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Early Childhood Center pupils join teacher Laura Bradford in a hands-on experiment.

continued on page 3

Saval Auditorium will be vibrating with 
the rhythms of chavruta learning this fall, 
as last year’s weekly beit midrash pilot pro-
gram will double in size.

“The ninth and tenth grades are all going 
to do this together,” said Rabbi Dov Huff, 
Middle and Upper School Judaic studies 
principal. “This will be an opportunity for 
them to take ownership of their spiritual 
and Torah growth on their own terms as 
they delve into the Gemara with a partner.”

The expansion is a response to glowing 
feedback from last year’s ninth grade beit 
midrash. Once a week students learn in 
pairs or small groups, with Rabbi Huff, 
teachers, and community volunteers on 
hand to provide guidance and support. 

“We will be bringing in some exciting 
young people — alumni and some col-

lege students — to come and learn with 
the kids,” Rabbi Huff said. “We hope it will 
have the feel of a bustling beit midrash. It 
has tremendous potential. The more they 
enjoy learning, the better they internalize 
the material.”

Another limudei kodesh enhancement 
scheduled for the new academic year is 
a unique sourcebook on kashrut, provid-
ing depth to the Upper School’s study of 
Masechet Chullin. The author, Rabbi Yosef 
Tsvi Rimon from Yeshivat Har Etzion, “takes 
complex halachic topics and makes them 
accessible to kids,” Rabbi Huff said.

Also in development is technology for the 
Middle School “that will help students cre-
ate a journal of their Navi learning, using 
Google applications in creative ways,” 
Rabbi Huff said.
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faculty profile Karyn Spero
Karyn Spero, Upper School Judaic studies 
teacher, enjoys “being part of a ‘learning com-
munity’ and exchanging ideas with my fel-
low learners — teachers, peers and students 
alike.” Her wide-ranging responsibilities at 
Maimonides this year certainly validate that 
preference.
This academic year Ms. Spero is teaching a 10th 
grade Chumash class, three 11th grade Navi 
classes, one 12th grade Chumash class and an 
elective on finding meaning and understanding 
in halacha.
As a member of the Student Life team, Ms. 
Spero is in charge of educational programming. 
That entails arranging and coordinating visit-
ing scholars, learning programs in school, and 
Shabbatonim.
She also is part of a small group developing for-
mal and informal learning opportunities geared 
specifically towards Maimonides parents 
throughout the year. And Ms. Spero teaches 
adults as an instructor with Ma’ayan Torah 
Studies Initiative for Women.
“I enjoy engaging my students in conversations 
of learning inside and outside of the classroom, 
and appreciate the thoughtful questions and 
diverse insights that arise in my classes,” Ms. 
Spero said.  
“Watching and facilitating the exchange of 
ideas as they unfold and develop among my 
students — be it in chevruta, small group or full 
class discussions — is always exciting, enlight-
ening and certainly gratifying.”  
Rabbi Dov Huff, Middle and Upper School 
Judaic studies principal, lauded Ms. Spero and 
her influence on students. “Karyn is an amaz-
ingly devoted teacher, both to her discipline 
and to her students,” he said. “She is a highly 
creative educator with great love for and com-
mitment to her talmidim and talmidot. She is 
on a never-ending quest to inspire students in 
their religious practice.”
Ms. Spero grew up in Cleveland, spent a post-
high school year learning in Israel at Michlelet 
Mevaseret Yerushalayim, and received an 
undergraduate degree in psychology from 
Stern College. After three years learning 
full time at the Drisha Institute for Jewish 
Education, she earned a master’s degree in 
Near Eastern and Judaic Studies at Brandeis 
University. She began teaching at Maimonides 
in 2014 after teaching Tanach at Gann 
Academy.
“I have been fortunate to learn from amaz-
ing and inspiring teachers over the years who 
were influential in my career path,” Ms. Spero 

said. “They clearly loved what they taught, 
and communicated that love in their classes. 
It was those teachers who really sparked and 
fueled my drive for learning, and my passion for 
Tanach in particular.”
At Maimonides, “I have experienced stu-
dents with a desire to fully engage the text 
— whether it be Tanach and related com-
mentaries, Talmud, Midrash and the like — in 
a thoughtful manner, as well as explore and 
investigate big ideas that arise from those 
texts,” she said. “They possess a strong com-
mitment to learning among them, as well as an 
intellectual curiosity that deepens that learning 
and understanding for themselves and their 
peers.”
Ms. Spero added that “I have learned much 
from my students, to be sure.  I assign a num-
ber of projects throughout the year that push 
students to ‘spread their creative wings’ and 
I continue to be impressed by my students’ 
creativity in the expression of their ideas and 
insights in various formats — including writing, 
art, and other media.”

Karyn Spero
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Dozens of Maimonides students in Grades 
8-12 will have the opportunity to choose 
among three elective programming 
courses this academic year.
The new program, which is funded exter-
nally, culminates extensive research and 
planning led by Scott Mattoon, Middle and 
Upper School general studies principal, fol-
lowing a more limited offering last school 
year.
“Last spring, playing with our master 
schedule, we found a way in which pro-
gramming could fit into the 8th-12th grade 
curriculum,” Mr. Mattoon said. “Then this 
terrific opportunity came along, the vision 
of which is very much in line with our 
hopes for relevant programming experi-
ences for our students."
“There are three courses, and any grade 

level can take any of the courses,” Mr. 
Mattoon said. Each course uses a flipped 
classroom model in which students watch 
short lectures for homework and work on 
year-long projects in class. Classes are lim-
ited to 15 students, but Mr. Mattoon clari-
fied that “especially resourceful students 
may do the classwork on their own and ask 
for help via email and office hours.”
The Introduction to Programming 
course uses the basics of programming 
to make an interactive game or app using 
JavaScript and ProcessingJS.
In Introduction to Machine Learning, stu-
dents will learn how to apply mathematical 
techniques to find patterns in data that can 
be used on real modern-day challenges like 
detecting cancer, improving Boston traffic, 
and predicting blood donations.

The third option, Introduction to Design 
and Human Factors, covers the basics of 
how the brain processes information and 
a wide range of design fields such as app 
design, architecture, fashion, and product 
packaging.
The course facilitator will be Lev Novikov 
’03, who was working as a software 
engineer with The MITRE Corp. before 
embarking on a new educational venture 
to invent, test, and distribute high-quality 
STEM course offerings. He designed the 
courses deliberately “to give students 
autonomy over their education and to pro-
mote the development of strong technical 
skills,” Mr. Mattoon said. “He really wants 
them to learn how to have a real-world 
impact, and these courses are the begin-
ning of that process.”

Yoni Gelb drives toward the basket in the opening game of this year’s Sarachek Tournament.

Computer Science Program Launches

Integrating STEM with Limudei Kodesh
Pharaoh ordered the taskmasters over 
the people and its foremen, saying, “You 
shall no longer give straw to the people to 
manufacture the bricks as yesterday and 
before yesterday; let them go and gather 
straw for themselves.”  Shemot 5:6-7

The verses in Parashat Shemot describ-
ing the unfortunate outcome of Moshe’s 
first confrontation with Pharaoh are 
familiar. This school year, they will take 
an unfamiliar twist — providing an 
opportunity to integrate principles of 
STEM (science, technology, engineer-
ing, math) into the Maimonides Grade 5 
limudei kodesh curriculum.
“We are bringing a piece of engineer-
ing design into the limudei kodesh 
classroom,” said Rabbi David Saltzman, 
Elementary School principal. “This fits 
into our larger program of trying to 
bring STEM ideology into other realms, 
not just science.” 
The scenario of the enslaved Israelites’ 
challenge — including maintaining the 
daily brick quota despite the new straw 
policy — reflects the National Academy 
of Sciences engineering design stan-
dards, Rabbi Saltzman pointed out. The 
standards stipulate that students may 
need to navigate constraints on materi-
als and time to ensure success.

“We learn about that — but do we really 
understand it?” Rabbi Saltzman asked. 
“Do we understand not only how to 
account for the missing ingredient, but 
even making bricks in the first place?” 
The engineering standards declare that 
“students who demonstrate understand-
ing can generate and compose multiple 
possible solutions to a problem,” he said. 
So the grade will investigate more than 
one potential solution, and indeed, “We 
are going to try to make a brick.” 
The principal is collaborating with Rabbi 
Dovid Reisman, fifth grade limudei 
kodesh teacher, and science teacher 
Katie Smith on the particulars.
“Once we investigate possible solutions, 
what else can we learn?” he said. “There 
are multiple variables that kids need to 
consider to see which works best. What 
is the ratio of water to sand? How did 
they heat the bricks? This is all part of 
the engineering process.” The standards 
call for carrying out “tests to identify 
aspects of a model or prototype that can 
be improved.”
Students will work with each other and 
learn to respect each other’s thoughts 
and integrate multiple ideas, he empha-
sized.  “Like good engineering design 
professionals, we will have criteria for 
success, and we hope to meet them.” 

every room, and we have a staff member 
who speaks Russian as well,” she noted. 
Joining the faculty is Shayna (Schafer) 
Yarmush  ’00.
Mrs. Meyerowitz said teacher Laura Bradford 
“has a real love for nature and science, and 
she is going to serve as our STEM (science, 
technology, engineering and math) con-
sultant. She will help the teachers integrate 
experiential science into their everyday 
learning, bringing science experiments and 
activities to all the classrooms and the play-
ground.”
The director said she is looking forward 
to continued interaction with Elementary 
School students and teachers. Last school 
year this included biweekly reading with 
the fifth grade, project presentations by 
third graders, and davening and snack with 
Kindergarten students. There are several 
opportunities for interaction with Middle 
and Upper School students as well. The 
Kindergarten and ECC also came together 
to plant a garden in their shared playground 
space.
“We did a lot of activities with the 
Kindergarten,” Mrs. Meyerowitz said. “The 
Kindergarten teachers know all our kids.” 
Meira (Salzberg) Houben ’04 teaches the 
four-year-olds tefillot with the melodies they 
will use in Kindergarten. 
The new classroom, built over the sum-
mer, will provide a spacious state-of-the-
art facility for our youngest students. 
Mrs. Meyerowitz applauded Director of 
Operations Merv Alge for his creativity. 

continued from page 1ECC
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Forty-five seniors entered the ranks of 
Maimonides School alumni on June 19 
as hundreds of family members, teachers 
and friends joined in the celebration of the 
school’s 64th commencement.
Judge J. John Fox Gymnasium was replete 
with the energy, fulfillment and “mazel-
tovs” unique to graduation. 
The spotlight was on student speak-
ers. Noah Avigan delivered his address 
in Hebrew, which is the tradition at 
Maimonides for the class valedictorian. 
“A combination of care and acceptance 
breeds a deep and special sense of com-
fort that exists at Maimonides,” his trans-
lation read. “The close friendships we 
formed here did not mask individuality; 
they valued and fostered it.”
“The supportive environment at 
Maimonides enabled us to grow both as 
individuals and as a group with a distinct 
identity,” the translation continued. “This 
institution has guided us through a per-
sonal process, allowing us to begin under-
standing who we are and what we care 
about.” 
Ezra Zimble, in his English address, asked 
whether Judaism has a model for what 
commencement is. He cited verses near 
the beginning of the Book of Ezekiel in 
which G-d instructs the prophet to con-
sume a scroll, symbolically internalizing 
His teachings.
Maimonides seniors are internalizing their 
particular scroll, he said, including the 
school’s special history and values, as well 

as the unique quality of the Class of 2016. 
“Each one of us has a lot to be proud of 
and has learned valuable life lessons,” he 
declared. “We have the ability to change 
the world for the better.”
The annual tradition of reading excerpts 
from the works of Maimonides was aug-
mented this year by a siyum marking 
the completion of the Talmud Tractate 
Megillah by the students. 
Moshe Saltzman, Margalit Mitzner and 
Joshua Eibelman read passages from the 
Rambam’s Mishneh Torah focusing on the 
importance of Talmud Torah, followed by 
Aviva Rosen and Jonathon Cohen reciting 
the traditional prayers marking the siyum. 
In his opening remarks, Rabbi Dov Huff  
‘00, interim principal for Judaic studies, 
told the graduates, “You are uniquely 
positive as a grade and greatly talented 
as individuals. The world needs your indi-
vidual talents. It is often cynical, and it 
needs your cheer. It is often visionless, and 
it needs your leadership. The real world is 
often uninspired — it needs your Torah.”
Rabbi Huff noted the transitional nature of 
commencement — “you are both looking 
back and looking forward. This existence 
was a beautiful one, one that shaped 
you, formed you, challenged and inspired 
you. You are on the cusp of stepping out 
into the world and using the practice and 
preparation you gained within these walls 
to carve out your place there.”
Scott Mattoon, general studies principal, 
enumerated a number of character traits 

“that individually and collectively contrib-
ute positively to humanity and to society.” 
He charged the graduates with “contem-
plating how you can marry the traits of 
your best selves as you are with other 
traits while you are in a state of becoming 
your best selves.”
“Never forget that regardless of how your 
life expands and changes, your best self is 
always ready, and it is also always becom-
ing better. And cultivating your best self is 
for your benefit, and for the benefit of the 
larger group in which you find yourselves,” 
he continued.
Representing the Board of Directors, 
Steven Schwartz encouraged the gradu-
ates to “have a sense of hakarat hatov, 
gratitude. Be grateful for the deep and 
abiding friendships you’ve made. Be grate-
ful for the commitment of the rabbis, 
teachers and principals who have done 
their best not only to impart knowledge 
but also to inculcate in you a sense of hon-
esty, integrity and menschlikeit that are the 
hallmarks of our community.”
Before introducing Mr. Schwartz, Head 
of School Nathan Katz ‘73 addressed the 
families and friends of the graduates. “As 
Maimonides nears the 80th anniversary 
of its founding, we want to thank you for 
the privilege of educating your children,” 
he said. “Your children, and all of you, will 
always be part of the Maimonides family, 
and we hope that you will continue to add 
your strength to our school community.”

Hundreds Celebrate 64th Commencement

The Maimonides School Class of 2016
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Scenes from Maimonides School's 64th com-
mencement on June 19 (clockwise, from top 
left): Aviva Rosen, left, with classmate Charlotte 
Guedalia; Rabbi Dov Huff, Middle and Upper 
School Judaic studies principal, signs yearbooks 
for seniors; seniors pose at the prime graduation 
photo venue; Jonathon Cohen conducts a siyum 
as part of commencement exercises; the tradi-
tional moment of transition for the graduating 
class; (from left) Brenda Hefter, Deborah Caban, 
Stephanie Samuels and Rabbi David Ehrenkranz 
in the faculty procession; Adara Rosenbaum and 
Matanya Saadia join classmates en route to the 
seniors' section.
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Contact Mike Rosenberg (617) 232-4452 x405, mike@maimonides.org to share your news or if you would like to serve as a class 
secretary.  

1961 
Mazal tov to Barbara (Cooper) Radinsky 
on the marriage of her grandson, Ariel 
Cooper, to Aliza Katz ’09.

1965 
Mazal tov to Meira (Katz) and Rabbi Ed-
ward Davis on the birth of their grandson, 
Gabriel Erwin. Parents are Tamar (Davis) 
and Allan Galper ’88.

1971
Mazal tov to Alexandra (Farkas) and 
Enrique Mitman on the engagement of 
their daughter Liann to Chad Brodsky.

1973
Mazal tov to Tobi and Rabbi Zvi Fried-
man on the birth of their grandson.

1977
Mazal tov to Ruth (Abromson) and Dr. 
Andrew Poritz on the marriage of their 
daughter, Leia '07, to David Mendelowitz.

1979
Mazal tov to Susan and Alan Katz on the 
marriage of their daughter Aliza '09 to 
Ariel Cooper.  

1980
Mazal tov to

Dr. Dalya and Harry Chefitz on the 
marriage of their daughter Leora to Ezra 
Spero.

Gita and Herbert Weinberg ’80 on the 
marriage of their daughter Rachel ’11 to 
Ari Steinig.

1981 
Mazal tov to Sharon (Epstein) and Dr. 
Shlomo Lerner on the marriages of their 
daughters, Meira ’08 to Shmuel Unter-
berg and Dalya ’11 to Benjy Karlin.

1985
Mazal tov to Drs. Jennifer (Kosowsky) 
and Dror Michaelson on the marriage of 
their son Sam ’10 to Zahava Presser.

1988
Mazal tov to Tamar Davis and Allan 
Galper on the birth of their son, Gabriel 
Erwin. Grandparents are Meira (Katz) ’65 
and Rabbi Edward Davis, and Linda and 
Jonas Galper.

1994
Mazal tov to

Tamar and Dr. Eric Banks on the birth of 
their daughter, Gavriella Chaviva. Grand-
mother is Raya Banks.

Masha and Dr. Alex Sherman on the 
birth of their son, Benjamin. Grandparents 
are Marina and Boris Sherman.

1996
Mazal tov to Shira and Jonathan Spiel-
man on the bat mitzvah of their daughter, 
Leora. Grandparents are Eileen and Dr. 
Howard Spielman.

1998
Mazal tov to Joseph Aghion and Dr. 
Zohar Shamash on the birth of their 
son. Grandparents are Sara and Maurice 
Aghion and Leann and Benny Shamash.

Natalie and David Batalion on the birth 
of their daughter, Batya Chedva. Grand-
mother is Corinne Muller.

Elyssa and Daniel Bloom on the birth of 
their son, Benjamin Max. Grandparents are 
Rochelle and Harry Bloom.

1999
Mazal tov to

Zev Steinmetz on his engagement to 
Allyson Parker. Zev is the son of Sarina and 
Allan Steinmetz.

Caryn (Litt) and James Wolfe on the 
birth of their daughter, Bonnie Victoria. 
Grandparents are Ellen and Abi Litt.

2001
Mazal tov to

Miriam (Ellis) and Chaim Leichman on 
the birth of their daughter, Avital Chana. 
Grandparents are Danielle and Ronald 
Ellis.

Jessica (Salzberg) and Noah Stein-
berg on the birth of their son, Ephraim 
Reuven. Grandparents are Dena and Mark 
Salzberg.

2002
Mazal tov to

Dina (Pittel) and Sol Adelsky on the 
birth of their son. Grandparents are Elena 
and Arkady Pittel.

Chani and Rabbi Beni Krohn on the birth 
of their son, Chaim Gavriel. Grandparents 
are Risa and Dr. David Krohn.

2003
Mazal tov to

Rafi Gerber on his engagement to Kamila 
Ferreira. Rafi is the son of Rhonda and 
Ephraim Gerber.

Shira Simcha Nouriel and Bezalel 
Haberman-Browns on the birth of their 
daughter. Grandfather is Daniel Nouriel.

Jenna Short and Nimrod Avital on the 
birth of their daughter, Luna Mikaela. 
Grandparents are Drs. Ronni Schnell and 
Richard Short. 

Amy (Sisel) and Dov Snow on the birth 
of their daughter, Yael Ariella. Grandmoth-
er is Cheryl Sisel.

2005
Mazal tov to Adi and Ben Nouriel on the 
birth of their son, Dror Eitan. Grandfather 
is Daniel Nouriel.

2006
Mazal tov to Rachel (Epstein) ’07 and 
Dr. Moshe Klausner on the birth of their 
daughter, Lielle Claire. Grandparents are 
Miriam and Mitchell Klausner. 

2007
Mazal tov to 

Rachel (Epstein) and Dr. Moshe Klaus-
ner ’06 on the birth of their daughter, 
Lielle Claire. Grandparents are Beth and 
Marc Epstein.

Leia Poritz on her marriage to David 
Mendelowitz. Leia is the daughter of Ruth 
(Abromson) ’77 and Dr. Andrew Poritz. 

2008
Mazal tov to

Meira Lerner on her marriage to Shmuel 
Unterberg. Meira is the daughter of Sha-
ron (Epstein) ’81 and Dr. Shlomo Lerner.

Elisheva Stark on her marriage to Adam 
Cable. Elisheva is the daughter of Miriam 
Abrams-Stark and Marvin Stark.

2009
Mazal tov to

Aliza Katz on her marriage to Ariel 
Cooper. Aliza is the daughter of Susan and 
Alan Katz ’79. Ariel is the grandson of 
Barbara (Cooper) Radinsky ’61.

Yoni Matz on his marriage to Shira Peskin. 
Yoni is the son of Lea and Trevor Matz.

Pinchus Polack on his marriage to Rocky 
Salomon. Pinchus is the son of Shifra and 
Baruch Polack.

Meira (Altabet) and Asher Zimble on 
the birth of their daughter, Hadari. Grand-
parents are Lisa Michael and Dr. Mark 
Altabet, and Davida and David Zimble.

2010
Mazal tov to

Yossi Kashnow on his engagement to 
Jodi Blumenthal. Yossi is the son of Esther 
and David Kashnow.

Sam Michaelson on his marriage to 
Zahava Presser. Sam is the son of Drs. 
Jennifer (Kosowsky) ’85 and Dror 
Michaelson. 

Elana (Henry) and Moshe Zisblatt ’11 
on the birth of their daughter, Yakira 
Malka. Grandparents are Gayle and Mi-
chael Henry. 

2011
Mazal tov to

Avishai Alge on his marriage to Shira 
Marmor. Avishai is the son of Sharon and 
Merv Alge.

Dalya Lerner on her marriage to Benjy 
Karlin. Dalya is the daughter of Sharon 
(Epstein) ’81 and Dr. Shlomo Lerner.

Rachel Weinberg on her marriage to Ari 
Steinig. Rachel is the daughter of Gita and 
Herbert Weinberg ’80.

Alex Wiener on his engagement to Atara 
Minster. Alex is the son of Dr. Jan Roths-
child and Andrew Wiener. 

Elana (Henry) ’10 and Moshe Zisblatt 
on the birth of their daughter, Yakira 
Malka. Grandparents are Drs. Laura and 
Sam Zisblatt.

Editor’s note: Ella 
(“Elya” Rubin) Berkov-
its, z”l, one of six mem-

bers of the school’s first graduating class in 
1953, passed away earlier this year at age 80. 
Her classmate Ada (Greenwald) Jacobowitz 
offered some remembrances.

Mrs. Ada Rubin, Elya's widowed mother, 
bravely emigrated from Londonderry, 
Northern Ireland with her children, joining 
her brother, Dr. Eli Silverman. She took an-
other courageous step when she enrolled 
Elya in Maimonides' new and untested 
high school.

Elya was the sixth member of the class, 
and the first of her family to attend 
Maimonides. Her example was followed 
by her Sadoff, Gould, and Berkovits nieces 
and nephews.

Elya was active in B’nai Akiva. It was 
there that she met Brummy (Avraham) 
Berkovits, whose parents, Rabbi Dr. Eliezer 
and Sara (Sally) Berkovits, had emigrated 
from Sydney, Australia, with Brummy and 
his two brothers.  For 60 years Elya and 
Brummy shared life's adventures with a 
relationship built on love, respect and 
shared values. They made aliyah in 1963.

Elya was an active, highly respected, 
and beloved  member of her commu-
nity in Haifa. For many years she was a 
valued member of the library staff at the 
Technion — Israel Institute of Technology. 
She is survived by her husband, their four 
children, and many grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.

CLASS NOTES

Linda Steiff ’71 on 
the loss of her beloved mother, Ray Steiff, z”l.

Yitzhak Sokoloff ’72 on the loss of his beloved 
son, Yuval Sokoloff, z”l.

 CONDOLENCES

IN  MEMORIAM
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Linda Steiff ’71 on 
the loss of her beloved mother, Ray Steiff, z”l.

Yitzhak Sokoloff ’72 on the loss of his beloved 
son, Yuval Sokoloff, z”l.

Seven years ago, Dan Senor and Saul 
Singer wrote Start-Up Nation, a book 
explaining why Israel is “a society that 
uniquely combines both innovative and 
entrepreneurial intensity.”
Nate Jaret ’07 is on the ground floor of 
that phenomenon. Since 2014 he has 
worked for OurCrowd, a wildly success-
ful equity crowdfunding venture capital 
firm (Josh Wolff ’89 is senior vice presi-
dent of global operations). 

“We carefully select Israeli and global 
technology startups, invest our own 
capital, and open up these invest-
ment opportunities to our community 
of 14,000 accredited angel investors 
from around the world,” he explained. 
“This allows ordinary investors to 
invest alongside a professional venture 
capital (VC) investor, under the same 
VC-negotiated terms, but with much 
smaller minimum investment sizes.” 
Nate came on board early in 2014 as a 
member of the personal team of Jon 
Medved, founder and CEO. For more 
than a year he has been the associate 
for OurCrowd First, a seed fund respon-
sible for OurCrowd’s investments in the 
very youngest startups that are seeking 
funding.
He manages the pipeline of applicants 
for funding — about 100 submissions 
per month — and leads due diligence 
on the 1 percent that make it through. 
Nate also provides post-investment 
support to portfolio companies and 
manages communications and financial 
reporting to investors. 

“Crowdfunding is an exploding new 
way of raising capital, but once you’re 
talking about actually investing in a 
company and receiving stock, you need 
to make sure that someone is on the 
other end of the website, conducting 
professional due diligence and making 
sure that everything checks out,” he 
asserted.
“Venture capital investments are 
extremely high-risk as is — investors 

can’t afford to 
invest in what 
sounds cool. 
OurCrowd, a 
startup itself, 
is working 
on just that, 
democratizing 
VC investment 
while protecting 
investors from 
unresearched 
opportunities and 
even fraud.”
Nate, who made 
aliyah in 2012 
after graduat-
ing from Yeshiva 
University, has 
personal experi-
ence with some 

of the qualities that propel Israel into 
the startup stratosphere. (“Most of these 
have been spelled out in some form in 
Start-Up Nation,” he said.)
“There is a pervasive culture of hyper-
independence in Israel,” he pointed out. 
“It starts with children playing outdoors, 
pretty much unsupervised, from the 
moment they’re old enough to cross the 
street alone. I remember this autonomy 
perhaps more distinctly than anything 
else from my year living in Israel in sec-
ond grade.”
Also, mandatory military service 
“demands a certain type of responsibil-
ity and maturity quite foreign to most 
teens,” Nate observed. (During his active 
duty, he served in the IDF Spokesperson 
unit.) “The IDF is a deep-pocketed tech-
nological powerhouse, and today’s mili-
tary service often demands advanced 
technical training — coding, commu-
nications, UAVs, electrical engineering 
— that sets the stage for very young 
individuals to have very grand entrepre-
neurial ambitions before they’ve even 
started university.”

The “delicate reality” of potential con-
flict and a spirit of optimism “has a 
direct impact on Israeli risk-tolerance, 
whereby the prospect of starting a 
company and it utterly failing is just not 
such a big deal,” Nate continued. “Close 
to 95 percent of all startups will not suc-
ceed — and in order to realize those 
few successes, you need to know how 
to warmly welcome the establishment 
of a lot of doomed startups.”
He also cited the impact of Israel’s 
huge immigrant population. Its “many 
perspectives and experiences — com-
pounded by the local no-nonsense, ‘say-
it-like-it-is’ corporate culture — makes 
group-think rare and quick problem-
solving the norm.” The immigrant wave 
from the former Soviet Union in the 
early 90s “contained a highly trained 
technical workforce that has become a 
key part of the high tech community,” 
Nate added.
Nate acknowledged that “we are defi-
nitely seeing increased integration — 
of Hareidim, of Israeli-Arabs and also 
Palestinians, of Bedouin — into the 
high-tech sector, and that is only a good 
thing. It’s critical both for the short-term 
improvement of their material situations 
and the longer-term goal of making co-
existence not a buzzword but an eco-
nomic and eventually social reality.”
“It’s really, really hard to feel political 
animosity towards your day-to-day col-
leagues, and so this sort of bottom-up 
empowerment should be a top priority, 
totally irrespective of the political eche-
lon and the regional agreements it may 
or may not advance,” he continued.

Nate completed his MBA in entrepre-
neurial studies and marketing manage-
ment from the Hebrew University in 
Jerusalem. He and his wife Racheli and 
their son live in Efrat.

Grad Nurtures New Israeli Ventures 

Nate '07 and Racheli Jaret and Itai

“Venture capital 
investments are 
extremely high-risk 
as is — investors can’t 
afford to invest in 
what sounds cool."
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PROJECT SHALOM STORY  
Maimonides School seniors for 
decades have committed to one 
day of community service per week 

during the entire second semester — a tradi-
tion known as Project Shalom. The students are 
dependable and dedicated. Occasionally they are 
also celebrated.  “When her volunteering began at 
the Hebrew SeniorLife center in Roslindale, Yarin 
Trabelsi immediately found a ‘granddaughter / 
grandmother’ connection with our grandmother, 
Florence Saunders,” said Jill Saunders. “As the two 
got to know each other, Yarin spent time with Flor-
ence, sharing in conversation, offering assistance 
when she needed it and most importantly genuine 
companionship,” she continued. “When our family 
wasn't able to be there, we felt great solace that 
Yarin could. Sometimes when we would cross 
paths, we would get a glimpse of Yarin saying hello 
or goodbye and she would always rest her hand 
on her arm, stroke her hair or even give a kiss on 

the cheek to show that she cared.” Nursing homes, 
she observed, are a challenging place for residents, 
families and volunteers. Yarin obviously chose 
Hebrew SeniorLife “to make a difference, not only 
because it is part of the great Maimonides experi-
ence but rather a genuine spirit of love.”

ENIORS JOIN MARROW REGIS-
TRY Representatives of the Gift of Life 
Bone Marrow Foundation conducted 
the 12th annual Maimonides School 

screening June 16 as part of Senior Recognition 
Night. The first screening was held in 2003 in 
response to the illness of Sharon Steiff, z”l, beloved 
English teacher. Each year since then, graduating 
seniors have had the opportunity to join the Gift of 
Life's registry for bone marrow donations. Follow-
ing Thursday’s session, more than 900 people have 
been swabbed for the registry. So far there have 
been 48 matches and nine transplants resulting 
from Maimonides screenings.

PECIAL BASEBALL SCHOLARSHIP 
Doni Berg ’18 represented Maimonides 
School baseball in the annual JCC Mac-
cabi games this August in Stamford, CT. 

Doni was nominated by Coach Josh Prybyla in 
response to a new annual scholarship in memory 
of Doni’s former teammate, Ezra Schwartz ’15, zk”l.  
Jim Berish, baseball coach for the Boston Mac-
cabi team, established the scholarship. He said he 
knew Ezra from his youth baseball participation in 
Sharon. The scholarship recognizes a player who 
“exhibits the qualities so graciously displayed by 
Ezra.”  

ATIONAL BASKETBALL HONOR 
Yoni Gelb ’16 has been named to the 
third-team all-star basketball team 
selected every year by the organiza-

tion Jewish Hoops America. That means he was 
one of the top 15 high school basketball players in 
the country among Jewish schools, according to 
this ranking. Last season Yoni became the seventh 
M-Cat to break the career 1,000-point threshold.

NDOWED SCHOLARSHIP  
Following the recent passing of Rabbi 
Oscar Hoch, z”l, the Hoch family has 
renamed the endowed fund originally 

established in memory of Mrs. Rhoda Hoch, z”l, to 
honor both their parents.  It will now be known as 
the Rabbi Oscar and Mrs. Rhoda Hoch Memorial 
Fund.

INTMAN EDITION  
Birkon Mesorat HaRav is a new 
publication underwritten by Sandra 
(Wintman) Welkes ’68 and Kenny 

Wintman ’74 in memory of their parents, Abe and 
Sylvia Wintman, z”l.  The birkon features a running 
commentary of the thought of Rabbi Joseph B. 
Soloveitchik, zt”l (compiled by Rabbi David Hell-
man of Young Israel of Brookline). There are also 
sections of halachic explanations and the Rav’s 
personal practices, compiled in consultation with 
those who knew the Rav firsthand, and essays 
on the Rav’s conceptual understanding of Birkat 
HaMazon, Zimmun and Kiddush. The birkon may be 
purchased in Jewish bookstores or through  
www.oupress.org
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 M-Cat Sports Camp counselors, from left,  Emily Jaffe '15, Daniela Neusner '18, Ayelet Ehrenkranz '16, and Charlie Kramer '17, with their 
enthusiastic campers.
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