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Maimonides Tackles 
Affordability Issue

 K O L  R A M B A M

Grade 3 students Jeremy Grossman and Talya Naggar read with their teacher, 
Allison Joseph. The 2014 Annual Campaign (see story on page 4) sustains and 
strengthens Maimonides School's high-quality Judaic and general studies cur-
ricula, and facilitates professional development opportunities for faculty.

WINTER 2014 cŠryz Œa xc`-Œ` xc`-hay

Affordability is the biggest challenge 
facing North American day schools, and 
Maimonides School has taken on this chal-
lenge in a thoughtful and meaningful way.

The school recently announced the second, 
expanded year of a pilot program known as 
MAI — the Maimonides Affordability Initia-

tive. MAI provides tuition ceilings based on 
income levels and sibling discounts, and is 
intended to help families lower their tuition 
costs without applying for financial aid.

“Maimonides is proud to be in the fore-
front of efforts to navigate the affordability 
challenge,” said Sam Wald ’92, Board chair. 
“These initiatives are the product of the 

creative thinking and heartfelt 
commitment that have always 
defined our school’s volun-
teers.”

The initial pilot a year ago was 
very well-received, but was of-
fered only to Grades K-2. “Our 
expressed goal at that time 
was to extend our affordabil-
ity program to include more 
grades for the coming year, 
providing the school budget 
could sustain it,” said Naty Katz, 
head of school.

“Our finance committee, with 
the help of a group of par-
ent volunteers, designed and 
recently announced an ex-
panded affordability pilot that 
will be available for all Grades 
K-12,” Mr. Katz said. The details 
were developed over several 
months by a team led by Mr. 
Wald and Co-Treasurer Raphi 
Schorr, both of whom are also 
Maimonides parents.

MAI Flex has been expanded from Grades 
K-2 this year to include Grades K-5 next 
year. It is designed to allow families to pay a 
flexible tuition that varies with income. The 
maximum total tuition and fees for quali-
fied new Kindergarten students is guaran-
teed for three years.

There is also a new feature, MAI Discount, 
which is available for all grades and 
provides a percentage discount based on 
income and on the number of children a 
family has at Maimonides.

Qualification for the program is determined 
by income criteria. The school finance of-

fice last summer asked parents to submit 
income verification if they wanted to par-
ticipate in the program. After reviewing the 
data, the school was able to budget for this 
new program. 

A program officer of the AVI CHAI Founda-
tion, which is helping lead the campaign 
for affordable Jewish day schools, recently 
applauded Maimonides “for creating an af-
fordability program focused on middle-tier 
accessibility and long-term financial sus-
tainability…that is transparent, predictable 
and more affordable for middle-income 
families.”
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Reading lips isn’t so 
easy; words like “bob” 
and “mop” can look 
almost identical. Ameri-
can Sign Language 
differs from “finger-
spelling.” A hearing-
impaired person needs 
a vibrating alarm clock 
and an illuminated 
smoke detector.

These concepts and 
experiences help form 
the core of Understand-
ing Our Differences, a 
program that aspires 
“to help dispel myths 
about disabilities and 
help children to be 
inclusive and accepting 
of differences without 
fear or anxiety,” said 
Reena Slovin, Elemen-
tary School associate 
principal. 

Understanding Our Differences has 
been added to the third, fourth and 
fifth grade curriculum, thanks to spon-
sorship by Gateways: Access to Jewish 
Education, with funding by the Ruder-
man Family Foundation.

Mrs. Slovin stressed that the program 
goals “are the same as those we strive 
to achieve through our ongoing middot 
theme of derech eretz — treating all 
individuals with respect and sensitivity.” 
The format is being presented “through 
a Jewish lens,” which encourages 
respect, compassion and tolerance — 
another opportunity for the day school 
community to practice derech eretz.

“The goals are to help children to be 
inclusive and accepting of differences, 
whether they be obvious sensory dis-
abilities or more subtle variations in 
learning or behavior,” Mrs. Slovin said.

Maimonides launched the classroom 
program in February, when children in 
Grades 3-5 learned about hearing loss-
es and interventions that enable deaf 
people to be successful. They partici-
pated in activities including lip-reading, 
finger-spelling, and observing assistive 
technology that benefits someone who 
is hard of hearing. 

One feature was a presentation by Gary 
Alpert, a local Jewish educator who 
grew up with profound hearing loss. He 
described speech therapy, new technol-
ogy, sign languages and other efforts 
to overcome the disability. He also pro-
vided details on some of the practical 
challenges he encountered.

Even as an adult, he told the students, 
“I have to teach my kids what I can and 
can’t do. There were also things I had to 
learn…And I’m still learning.” Students 
had many questions for Mr. Alpert, 
mostly pertaining to how he was 
treated by others. 

“Understanding Our Differences has 
helped children to be inclusive and 

accepting of differences without fear 
or anxiety,” said Ilene Greenwald, a 
Gateways occupational therapist. The 
program “teaches children to see the 
person and not the disability…Bully-
ing, teasing, and isolation of children 
with disabilities have also decreased in 
schools offering the curriculum.”

The next unit is scheduled for March, 
when the focus will be on blindness 
and other difficulties with vision. Other 
components include autism spectrum 
disorder, physical disabilities, intellectu-
al disabilities, learning disabilities, and 
chronic medical conditions, such as al-
lergies, asthma, diabetes, and epilepsy.

The program flourishes best with the 
involvement of many parent volunteers 
to run small group activities. Parents, 
friends, grandparents and others inter-
ested in volunteering may contact Ms. 
Greenwald at ileneg@jgateways.org. 

Sharon Shapiro, Maimonides parent 
and trustee of the Ruderman Fam-
ily Foundation, noted that last spring 
she volunteered for this program in a 
Brookline public school. “I was blown 
away by the impact of the session on 
students, teachers and volunteers. The 
hands-on activity made a lasting im-
pression on the children,” she asserted.

Dispelling Myths about Disabilities

Joyce Naggar, a parent volunteer for Understanding Our Differences, joins Grade 3 students, from left, Ilan Zarge, Asher Vidan, Gabriella Chiquiar-
Rabinovich and Daniel Seri in an exercise about hearing impairment. 
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Three boys were among the six Maimonides 
School graduates in 1956 — the fourth full 
year of the high school. All became rabbis, 
all have spent most of their careers in Jewish 
education, and all look back on their Mai-
monides experience as foundational.

“There’s no doubt in my mind that Mai-
monides School way back then had some-
thing that was wonderful,” reflected Rabbi 
Yitzhak Rubin. “Maimonides at that time was 
a family. We had a lot of wonderful experi-
ences,” stated Rabbi A. Moshe Possick. “There 
was no question that the Rav was a major 

inspiration for all of us. It was all through 
Maimonides,” declared Rabbi Dr. Henoch 
Millen.

All three earned undergraduate degrees 
at Yeshiva College and semikha from the 
university’s Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological 
Seminary, where Rabbi Dr. Joseph B. So-
loveitchik zt"l, Maimonides School founder, 
was senior rosh yeshiva. They are among the 
50-year class being honored at the qua-
drennial RIETS Chag HaSemikha on March 
23. Also on that roster are Rabbi Dr. Haym 
Soloveitchik ’54 and Rabbi Dr. Abraham 
Mann ’55.

Rabbi Rubin said he was inspired by his 
limudei kodesh teachers, Rabbi Isaac Simon 
and Rabbi Isaiah Wohlgemuth. “To this day, I 
hold them as role models,” he testified. “They 
were everything Rav Soloveitchik thought 
a teacher should be…Their warmth, their 
feeling for people; they communicated love 
for every student.”

Rabbi Rubin, who made aliyah in 1978 and 
served for 22 years as a supervisor of schools 
for the Israel Ministry of Education, said he 
also was influenced by the Rav’s Motza’ei 
Shabbat shiurim. A Maimonides student 
since Kindergarten, Rabbi Rubin recalled 
that “we didn’t realize as youngsters who 
Rav Soloveitchik really was. We just knew 
him as the Rav.”

“There was one other factor: Bnei Akiva,” 
Rabbi Rubin added. “Maimonides had a sym-
biotic relationship with Bnei Akiva. It was 
almost like the youth group of the school.” 
He noted that Rabbi Simon and Rabbi Wohl-
gemuth would give classes there. “Rabbis 
Simon and Wohlgemuth always gave me 
affection, motivation and stimulation.”

Rabbi Rubin earned an advanced master’s 
degree in counseling psychology and a mas-
ter’s in Jewish philosophy from Yeshiva Uni-
versity graduate schools. He served as a U.S. 
Army chaplain, where he was instrumental 
in establishing a kosher mess hall and a 
sukkah at Fort Hood, TX. After several years 
as a rabbi in West Chester, PA, he moved to 
Jerusalem, where today he is involved in 
“something that has given me a tremendous 
amount of pleasure…I have prepared 134 
converts for the beit din.” 

Rabbi Possick enrolled at Maimonides in 
1945, in second grade. Almost 70 years later, 
he asserted “without hesitation” that Rabbi 
Joshua Kastel influenced his religious devel-
opment in the elementary grades. (“Interest-
ingly, later I hired him to teach in my school 
in Philadelphia,” he added.) “The prime influ-
ence on anybody at Maimonides was Rabbi 
Simon,” he added. “He cared about us, and 
that is what influenced us.”

Rabbi Soloveitchik became rosh yeshiva at 
RIETS in the early 1940s, but was seen often 

in Boston by Maimonides students, Rabbi 
Possick said. “His relationship with Mai-
monides was different than with anyplace 
else,” he said. “One time before Pesach he 
gave us a very strong mussar shmooze 
about the way we were treating the French 
teacher.” 

Rabbi Possick received master’s degrees 
in Hebrew letters and education from 
YU graduate schools. He served as a day 
school principal in Savannah, Philadelphia, 
Montreal and Queens before beginning 
a distinguished 30-year career with Torah 

Umesorah, the national association of He-
brew day schools. He is currently director of 
the bureau of personnel resources and says 
he has no plans to retire.

Rabbi Possick noted that at age 16, he was 
chosen to serve as vice president of Young 

Israel of Dorchester. The president was Ste-
phen Dov Lesser ’55, z”l. “We were certainly 
under the watchful eye of the balebatim…
but I had the opportunity of learning leader-
ship skills.”

Rabbi Millen’s family was close to the 
Soloveitchik family, and indeed, his older 
brother, Rabbi William Millen, says he was 
the first student to enroll in the new school 
founded by Rabbi Soloveitchik in 1937. “The 
Rav was my guide over the years, my whole 
motivation for going into chinuch,” Henoch 
Millen said.

He has fond memories of all of his class-
mates. “Edie Bramson (Dovek) was my 
chevrusa; I used to learn with her,” Henoch 
said. He recalled that some of his classmates 
relaxed during their senior year. After disap-
pointing SAT scores in math, the Rav called 
Rabbi Millen and a classmate to his home to 
deliver a pep talk. “He took a personal inter-
est in his talmidim,” he said. 

Rabbi Millen became the founding principal 
of Hamilton Hebrew Academy in Ontario 
when he was 22. After 13 years, he moved to 
Jerusalem and served as associate director 
of the Hartman Institute. His next profes-
sional stops were Detroit, where he was 
a day school principal, and Mamaroneck, 
NY, where he served as headmaster of 
Westchester Day School. Along the way he 
earned master’s and doctorate degrees in 
Jewish philosophy from the Bernard Revel 
graduate school at YU.

From 1987 until his retirement in 2000, 
Rabbi Millen was principal and founder of 
the high school of Columbus Torah Academy 
in Ohio. 

Three Rabbis Recall Maimonides Rootsalumni profile: 

Rabbi Dr. Henoch Millen

Rabbi A. Moshe Possick

Rabbi Yitzhak Rubin
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Maimonides School’s 2014 annual cam-
paign is underway, and its leaders are 
emphasizing that “every gift is meaningful.”

The campaign is a time to celebrate the 
strengths of Maimonides, since contribu-
tions positively impact the school by:

• Enhancing the school’s excellent Judaic 
and general studies curricula

• Enriching student experience with 
dynamic, meaningful extracurricular 
activities

• Engaging members of the faculty with 
new professional development oppor-
tunities

• Ensuring a Maimonides education for 
every student, regardless of ability to 
pay

Contributions also “allow us to keep im-
proving the academic, spiritual and social 
experience of all our students,” said Heshy 
Marcus, who with Raphi Schorr chairs the 
campaign.

Since its origin, Maimonides has depended 
on broad-based generosity. Campaign 

leaders emphasize that the school’s 
capacity to continue to build and improve 
depends on an array of supporters. “We are 
not only a school but a community, bound 
together by a common mission,” said Mr. 
Marcus.

That commitment has long been evident 
in the support received from alumni as 
well as parents of graduates — evidence 
of a relationship that does not end with 
graduation.

Another indicator of solid friendship is the 
growth of the school’s giving societies. The 
Rambam Society (gifts of at least $5,000) 
and Atid Circle (gifts of $1,000 to $4,999), 
comprising the school’s most generous 
supporters, continue to flourish as they 
begin their third year. There are more than 
60 members at each level.

Now these groups will be joined by 
Chevrat HaLapid, recognizing leading 
alumni contributors. HaLapid (the torch) is 
the name of the yearbook that has been 
published by every high school senior 
class. 

“One of our biggest challenges is ensuring 
affordability and accessibility for all of our 
families, while remaining fiscally respon-
sible and balancing our operating costs,” 
said Mr. Marcus. 

“We can all see how critical this type of 
education is to the future of the Jewish 
people,” said the chairs of the parent phase 
of the campaign, Joanne and Adam Rose 
and Tovia and Michael Paris. 

The annual campaign, with a goal of $1.6 
million, continues until the close of the 
school’s fiscal year on June 30. To donate 
online, use the following link: http://www.
maimonides.org/content/sup-donate-now. 
There is also a self-addressed envelope at-
tached to this newsletter.

Securing our Jewish future

with the gift of a

Maimonides education

"Maimo has totally 
shaped my values and the 
way I look at the world. 
It’s given me an amazing 
education — secular and 
religious — and it’s also 
taught me how to be a 
good Jew and a mensch."

—Hannah Stanhill, Class of 2015

"I go to Maimonides often 
to take my grandchildren 
home…Maimonides, with 
a campus second to none, 
always gives me the feel-
ing that I am coming back 
to a warm, caring place — 
like coming home."

—Jacob Aronson 
Grandparent, former student

"Maimonides educators 
have made a lifelong im-
pact on me — the English 
teacher who taught me 
how to write, and about 
standing up for one's con-
victions; the coach who 
taught me technique, and 
about personal integrity; 
the rabbi who taught me 
limudei kodesh and was 
an eid at my wedding. I 
am lucky that my teachers 
were also my mentors."

 —Noah Liben, Class of 2000

Campaign Celebrates School's Strengths
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Parents of Alumni Convene

One of the leading scholars in the field of Ameri-
can Jewish history told an audience of parents 
of Maimonides graduates on January 12 that, 
despite discouraging demographic trends, he is 
positive about the future of the Jewish commu-
nity in the U.S.

Prof. Jonathan D. Sarna of Brandeis University 
asserted that “Jewish history gives us great cause 
for optimism.” The Jewish people has survived 
because “we analyze problems and take steps to 
resolve them.”

“The fact that we have defeated the odds and 
continued to survive is testimony to that,” Prof. 
Sarna said, adding, “But complacency is a luxury 
we cannot afford.”

Prof. Sarna, father of two Maimonides gradu-
ates, helped launch the opening event for a new 
organization for parents of alumni. He was intro-
duced by Dr. Elliot Israel, who chairs a committee 
of some 20 parents of alumni. 

The committee is scheduled to meet late in 
March to plan and discuss other ways of involv-
ing and reconnecting with parents of graduates.

More than 60 people, covering a range of five 
decades of Maimonides School history, attended 
the event. The agenda also featured tours of the 
school led by Upper School student ambassa-
dors, and an array of photographs, videos, docu-
ments and other Maimonides memorabilia.

Referring to the recent Pew Research Center 
survey of Jewish Americans, Prof. Sarna noted 
that more young people are defining their rela-
tionship to Judaism as “cultural.” External factors, 
ranging from the influence of technology to the 
growth of secularism, are having a major impact 
on Jewish life in the United States, he said.

“The great Jewish revival of the 1970s has really 
burned itself out,” Prof. Sarna said. Historically, he 
continued, “Every period of revival is followed by 
a period of backsliding.” Indeed, among religions 
in America, “We have seen periods of recession 
before, followed by a religious renaissance.”

There is a financial aspect as well, due in large 
part to the 2008 downturn, from which “the 
American Jewish community lost a fortune.” As 
a result, many building and cultural initiatives 
had to be abandoned, and some organizations 
merged — occasionally with non-Jewish part-
ners. “These are ideas that would have been 
unthinkable a couple of decades ago,” he said.

There are troubling demographic signs, he 
related. The percentage of Jews in the total 

population has been declining for years. The last 
growth spurt was the immigration of hundreds 
of thousands from the former Soviet Union.

Not only is the non-Orthodox birth rate fewer 
than two, he said, but also the burgeoning role 
of non-marriage is significant. He cited an “aston-
ishing statistic: half of all Jews over the age of 18 
are single.” This, along with late marriages and 
intermarriage, has serious implications for the 
future strength of the Jewish community. 

Survey data show that younger adults “over-
whelmingly don’t feel part of the Jewish people, 
or a sense of responsibility for other Jews,” he 
said. These are the building blocks of the con-
cept of Klal Yisrael, and there is a decline in the 
idea of Jewish Peoplehood.

Demographers in the U.S. are now considering 
the question, “Whom do you count as a Jew?” he 
continued. 

Prof. Sarna also sees as “very significant” that 
Israel will soon overtake the United States as the 
largest Jewish population center — “for the first 
time since the days of the Tanakh.”

Few people consider the fact that today, Jews 
are no longer a “worldwide people.” Today, Prof. 
Sarna said, more than 90 percent of Jews live in 
First World countries. Half of all Jews live in five 
metropolitan areas (New York, Los Angeles, Jeru-
salem, Tel Aviv and Haifa) and 97 percent reside 
in only 14 countries. 

It may be a good thing that Jews have aban-
doned underdeveloped or dangerous countries, 
he noted, but the days when Jews lived every-
where, “from one end of the world even unto the 
other,” are behind us.

One upcoming challenge, Prof. Sarna said, is 
identifying causes around which the entire com-
munity could rally. The issues of the 20th Century 
— immigration, the destruction in Europe, the 
establishment of Israel, the rescue of Soviet Jews 
— are no longer seen as significant by young 
people.

There is no longer a large community of perse-
cuted Jews, and young people are embracing 
more general causes of social justice, he ob-
served.
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Sam Wald ‘92 
Chairman, Board of Directors
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Rabbi Mordechai Soskil 
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Brian Cohen 
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M-Cat Tourney A Big Success

Yoni Klausner’s basketball philosophy is a pretty good guideline for any 
goal: “Just improve every day and work as hard as you can.” 

The senior and four-year varsity M-Cat became the sixth Maimonides 
student-athlete to surpass the career 1,000-point milestone earlier this 
season. Oh, and he also led all eastern Massachusetts schoolboy basket-
ball players in points per game. 

Yoni had excellent role models growing up. His brothers Moshe ’06 and 
Avi ’08 were two of the best student-athletes in the annals of Maimonides, 
and Yoni remembers not only watching them play but also benefiting 
from their experience and advice on everything from practice drills to 
personal drive. He says his sister Elisheva ’04 and his parents Mitchell and 
Miriam, along with his coaches, also were instrumental in his growth. 

“Yoni is everything you want in a basketball player — and a human being,” 
said Rabbi Ed Gelb, the M-Cats head coach. “He is talented, hard working, 
team centered, and willing to listen and grow. Yoni’s efforts to be the best 
he can be on the court are complemented by his amazing middot.” 

Yoni’s interscholastic career began with Middle School basketball in 
seventh grade, and when he joined the varsity as a freshman his strength 
was outside shooting. He said his game started out one-dimensional, but 
exponentially improved. The summer before 11th grade was a milestone 
in his development, Yoni said. “Avi and I were on a team with semipro and 
college players,” he recalled. “This past summer was probably the biggest 
change,” mostly as a result of hours of work at the hoop in the back yard. 

 “Going into 12th grade, I decided to be a drive-first player. I think my 
strength is probably taking it to the hole and finishing," Yoni said. Defense 
is simply a matter of hard work: “Everyone is potentially a great defensive 
player,” he observed. “Defense always has been the main focus of our 
team.”

Yoni is looking forward to the annual Sarachek Tournament at Yeshiva 
University near the end of March. “It’s nice to get together and play the 
other Jewish schools,” he said, adding nostalgically, “This will be the end of 
our careers.” The core of the seniors — Yoni, Joseph Solomont, and David 
Solooki — has played together since seventh grade.

Neither snow nor wind nor extreme cold 
could diminish the success of the Mai-
monides Invitational Basketball Tourna-
ment and Shabbaton January 2-5.

“Our vision was to provide not just a 
basketball experience but also the warm 
hospitality of Shabbos and community 
building,” said Ahron Solomont ‘76, 
Maimonides parent and co-chair of the 
tournament committee with his wife 
Sheera ‘76. “I think we accomplished that 
tremendously.” 

It’s not that the weather wasn’t a fac-
tor — the RMBA Houston team’s arrival 
was delayed by almost 24 hours. New 
Jersey teams from Rae Kushner Yeshiva 

High School and Torah Academy of Bergen 
County (the tourney winner) managed to 
get here in vans. 

Since school was canceled Thursday and 
Friday, attendance was less than expected. 
Nevertheless, the student-athletes par-
ticipated in not only basketball but also 
Shabbat tefilla and meals at Maimonides 
and some special activities, including a tour 
of Fenway Park and breakfast with Boston 
Globe columnist Dan Shaughnessy. 

“It took a team effort to make this happen,” 
said Mr. Solomont, crediting his commit-
tee, the Maimonides Kehillah, sponsors and 
donors. Photos of the tournament can be 
viewed at www.maimohoops.org. 

“Improve Every Day–Work as Hard as You Can”

Yoni Klausner drives for a layup.

Dan Shaughnessy, long-time Boston Globe sports columnist, is 
joined by Naty Katz '73, left, head of school, and Ahron Solo-
mont '76 following a breakfast talk to players and coaches tak-
ing part in the Maimonides Invitational Basketball Tournament.
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CLASS NOTES
Contact your class secretary (see listings below) to share your news. If you would like to serve as a class secretary, contact Mike 
Rosenberg (617) 232-4452 x405, mike@maimonides.org to volunteer. 

1966 
Contact Dr. Tamy (Simon) Chelst, (248) 
353-2268, tamychelst@gmail.com.

Mazal tov to Drs. Tamy (Simon) and 
Kenny Chelst on the marriage of their son 
Dr. Dov Chelst to Michal Levine.

1967 
Mazal tov to Debbie and Mark Blechner 
on the engagement of their son Joseph 
’09 to Daniella Ortal Azrad.

1969 
Mazal tov to Maxine (Lipis) and Matthew 
Zizmor on the birth of a grandson, Ga-
briel Asher. Parents are Navah and David 
Zizmor ’99. 

1970 
Contact Rabbi Dr. Ed Goldstein, (516) 
295-4118, bernieavi@aol.com.

1971 
Contact Gary Cantor, (610) 664-3502, 
gcantor@bm.net.

Mazal tov to Ryna (Gindsberg) and 
Dr. Mordechai Kedar on the birth of a 
grandson.

1972 
Contact Marilyn (Zicher) Kramer, 
markrame76@gmail.com.

1973 
Mazal tov to Tobi and Rabbi Zvi Fried-
man on the birth of a grandson.

1974 
Contact Jay Solomont (917) 522-8383, 
jay.solomont@gmail.com; or Dani-

ella (Peyser) Teutsch, (201) 379-5408, 
dteutsch@yahoo.com.

1980 
Contact Amy Levenson, amy.leven-
son@morganstanley.com.

1987 
Mazal tov to Anne Gordon on the birth 
of her son, Gavriel. Grandparents are Alice 
and Marty Gordon.

1988 
Contact Elka Tovah (Menkes) Davidoff, 
(781) 480-4242, etm@theworld.com. 

1993 
Mazal tov to Adina (Bloomberg) and 
Aviv Melese on the birth of their son, 
Noam Eliyahu. Grandparents are Miriam 
and Rabbi Jon Bloomberg, former limudei 
kodesh teacher.

1996 
Mazal tov to 

Keren Fisher and Benjamin Flusberg on 
the birth of their daughter, Lia Maayan. 
Grandparents are Rosalind and Dr. Allen 
Flusberg.

Ilana and Rabbi Jeffrey Weiss on the 
birth of their daughter, Adira. Grandpar-
ents are Susan and Dr. Arnold Weiss. 

1999 
Mazal tov to

Miriam Gedwiser and Oren Bassik on 
the birth of their daughter, Tova Amalia. 
Grandmother is Ellen Hertzmark.

Meredith Weiss and Joseph Pick on the 
birth of twins — Navah Chanah and 
Harvey. Grandparents are Roni and Dr. 
Robert Y. Pick.

Dr. Anna (Tatarinov-Levin) and Alain 
Serels on the birth of their daughter, Ivy 
Tamara. Grandparents are Tamara and 
Alex Tatarinov-Levin.

Navah and David Zizmor on the birth of 
their son, Gabriel Asher. Grandparents are 
Maxine (Lipis) and Matthew Zizmor ’69.

2000 
Mazal tov to

Elisha and Rabbi Dov Huff on the birth of 
their daughter, Noa Rachel. Grandparents 
are Nendi and Dr. Melvyn Huff.

Elyakim Deutsch and Shoshana Simkov-
ich on the birth of their son, Levi David. 
Grandparents are Laurie and Rabbi Moshe 
Simkovich, former Maimonides limudei 
kodesh teacher.

Ilana Waxman and Paul Margulies on the 
birth of their daughter, Adira Vivienne. 
Grandparents are Drs. Sheila and David 
Waxman.

2001 
Mazal tov to Jessica (Salzberg) and 
Noah Steinberg on the birth of their son, 
Jack. Grandparents are Dena and Mark 
Salzberg.

2002 
Mazal tov to 

Laura and Eric Horowitz on the birth 
of their daughter, Lily. Grandparents are 
Allene and Larry Horowitz.

Anya (Salganik) and Binyamin Kleinman 
on the birth of their son, Netanel Yitzchak. 
Grandparents are Anna Gorelik and 
Mikhail Salganik.

Rabbi Beni Krohn on his appointment as 
rabbi of Young Israel of Teaneck, NJ.

Dena (Freedman) and David Sichel on 
the birth of their son, Noam Tzvi. Grand-
parents are Leslie and Norman Freedman.

2003
Mazal tov to Aaron Hartman on his en-
gagement to Jillian Aronovitz. Parents are 
Shoshana and Rabbi Barry Hartman.

2004
Mazal tov to Aliza (Vishniavsky) and 
Yitzie Greenbaum on the birth of their 

son, Joseph Sidney. Grandparents are 
Ruth and Humi Vishniavsky.

2005
Mazal tov to 

Danny Bellin on his engagement to 
Ashira Loike. Danny is the son of Renee 
and Dr. Jeffrey Bellin.

Lauren and Elan Noorparvar on the birth 
of their daughter, Tamar. Grandparents are 
Laurie and Rahmat Noorparvar.

2006
Mazal tov to Daniel Swartz on his mar-
riage to Raquel Finkelstein. Daniel is the 
son of Debbie and Jeffrey Swartz.

2007
Mazal tov to Jonathan Miller on his 
engagement to Abby Landis. Jonathan is 
the son of Hillary and Barry Miller.

2008
Mazal tov to Sam Swartz on his marriage 
to Erica Stern. Sam is the son of Debbie 
and Jeffrey Swartz.

2009
Mazal tov to 

Joseph Blechner on his engagement to 
Daniella Ortal Azrad. Joey is the son of 
Debbie and Mark Blechner ’67.

Jesse Ebner on his engagement to Dorit 
Lowinger. Jesse is the son of Ellen and 
Howard Ebner.

2011
Mazal tov to Rivka Rumshiskaya on her 
engagement to Eilon Berger. Rivka is the 
daughter of Katia Rumshiskaya and Boris 
Rumshiskiy.

Former students
Mazal tov to Michal Levine on her 
marriage to Dr. Dov Chelst. Parents are 
Tobie and Dr. Bob Levine and Drs. Tamy 
(Simon) and Kenny Chelst ’66. Dov’s 
grandfather was Rabbi Isaac Simon, z”l, a 
beloved Maimonides School teacher. 

  CONDOLENCES
Michael ’81 and Jeffrey Aaronson ‘83 on 
the loss of their beloved mother, Rachel 
Aaronson, z”l.

Robin (Aronson) Katzman ’79 and David 
Aronson ’82 on the loss of their beloved 
mother, Ruth Aronson, z”l.

Dr. Brian ’75, Dr. David ’77 
and Joseph Hoch ’80 on 
the loss of their beloved 
mother, Rhoda Hoch, z”l.

Rabbi Robert Marcus ’54 on the loss of 
his beloved mother, Leah Marcus, z”l. 

Maimonides seniors and teacher Dr. Jerald Halpern pose after conducting an experiment at 
Biogen. The firm invites students to use equipment too sophisticated and expensive for high 
schools. The students took samples of their DNA, amplified a non-coding segment, and then 
compared each other's DNA, using gel electrophoresis. 
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rincipal retiring Judith Bo-
roschek, Middle and Upper School 
general studies principal for the 

past four years, has announced her retire-
ment at the close of the academic year. 
“To be a part of such a strong community, 
so devoted to learning in all its forms, has 
been a great privilege,” she said in a letter 
to parents. “Seeing the care, wisdom and 
humanity that Maimonides teachers extend 
to your sons and daughters has been an 
inspiration.”

irector oF admissions Ami 
Blaszkowsky has joined the 
Maimonides staff as director of 

admissions. A graduate of the Hornstein 
Program at Brandeis University, Ami has 
played instrumental roles at multiple Jewish 
federations and schools including Striar 
Hebrew Academy, Hebrew College, and 
WUJS International Graduate Institute. She 
and her husband David are the parents of 

two Maimonides graduates, Adina ’10 and 
Rachel ’13.

lpaniada Finalists Orli Stitch-
er, a sophomore, and freshman 
Sarah Wertheimer have qualified 

for the final round of the 5774 Ulpaniada, 
which is scheduled for March 25 in Jerusa-
lem. Orli and Sarah are among only 18 girls 
from the Diaspora whose scores propelled 
them to the final round. Michlalah Jerusa-
lem College, sponsor of this math contest 
for high school girls, will host the finalists 
for four days. Orli is the third of three sisters 
to reach the final.

odel un success The Mai-
monides School delegation 
finished second in Yeshiva 

University’s annual National Model United 
Nations in Stamford, CT. The team also won 
five individual awards, including two best 
delegates: senior Daniel Schwartz (Com-
mittee on the Elimination of Discrimination 

against Women) and junior Avital Fried (In-
ternational Criminal Court). Accompanying 
the 12 students were Upper School teacher 
Jerald Halpern and Judy Boroschek, Middle 
and Upper School general studies principal.

n memorium Rabbi Ezra Labaton, a 
popular Maimonides limudei kodesh 
teacher from the mid-1970s to the 

mid-1980s, passed away in December. His 
widow Emily Labaton also taught at Mai-
monides. Rabbi Labaton, z”l, most recently 
was rabbi of Congregation Magen David, 
West Deal, NJ. 

orrection Ruby Yarmush ’00 
points out that, contrary to what 
was reported in the Fall Kol Rambam, 

the 2013 girls soccer team was not the first 
group of M-Cats to qualify for the third 
round of a state tournament. The 1998-99 
boys’ basketball team beat Cape Cod Tech 
and Old Colony before losing to Avon in the 
third round.
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The smiles on the faces of the Maimonides delegation to Yeshiva University's Model United Nations are warranted. The second-place finish was the school's best in recent memory. The 
students, who represented Togo and the United States, were accompanied by Middle and Upper School General Studies Principal Judith Boroschek and teacher Dr. Jerald Halpern.

8


