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Teachers Roberta Wright and Susana McDonnell (right) assist eighth-graders' efforts at self-portraits: from left, 
Maya, Hillel, Lev and Talya.

Susana McDonnell drew an upside-down 
egg on the whiteboard and divided it into 
four quadrants. “This,” the art teacher told a 
room of Maimonides eighth graders, “is the 
very basic way to draw a face.”

The students were on their way to drawing 
self-portraits as a key component in a two-
year-old multi-disciplinary class that infuses 
art into Roberta Wright’s social studies Latin 
America unit.

Brian Cohen, associate principal, Middle 
School, conceived the idea two years ago. 
“Brian came to me and said, ‘You do some 
art in the class. What do you think about 
sharing part of the course with Susana?’ 
I said, ‘Sure.’” Ms. Wright reported. “That 
was two years ago. Susana and I took the 
summer to think through stuff and had the 
pieces in place for that first year.”

“So cumulatively a third of my classes have 
an art component, and that’s a significant 
thing,” Ms. Wright said, noting that social 
studies classes meet three times a week. 

This collaboration is among several inter-
disciplinary approaches taking place this 
year throughout the grades. Indeed, Ariel 
DiOrio, the Elementary School at teacher, 

commented that “nearly all of my lessons 
are interdisciplinary.”

Ms. Wright explained that every Grade 8 
social studies unit includes an art project 
component. “The first unit was geography 
and perspective, and Susana said, ‘Let’s 
add an image of how they see Israel.’ So it 
incorporates geography and perspective in 
a visual format. The students also have to 
explain their image.” 

The “Israel Through Our Eyes” assignment 
was to create a map that incorporates per-
sonal priorities or highlights about Israel. 
There is also an option to make a painting 
or drawing within the country’s borders 
“that express what Israel means to you in a 
spiritual or conceptual way.”

“We were trying to solve the problem of 
how to expand art offerings,” Ms. McDonnell 
said. “We based it on Roberta’s curriculum. 
She told me what she taught normally, and 
we shared ideas on how to use a creative 
experience to reinforce it.”

“This is an opportunity to provide our 
eighth grade students — for the first time in 
the history of this Middle School — actual 

class time with an art teacher to learn the 
intertwined nature of art and history, and 
to create their own artwork in response,” Mr. 
Cohen declared.

Ms. Wright endorsed “any time you can inte-
grate curriculum. Something from another 
class cognitively makes another lane for 
them to access information. Connections 
to other classes or other topics are a good 
thing.” The teachers alternate between a 
classroom and the art room, according to 
the lesson plan for the day.

The self-portrait is more than a drawing — 
it has an interpretive aspect. “It could be on 
what it’s like to be a middle schooler, or an 
Orthodox Jew in American culture, or on an 
issue in contemporary society,” Ms. Wright 
said. “They have to draw and to visually 
express ideas.”

Right away, “A lot of kids embraced the 
projects,” Ms. McDonnell said. And this year, 
“There was a huge uptick in my ninth grade 
art class enrollment — the biggest I’ve ever 
taught. There are a lot of talented kids at 
the school.”

“קול רמבם

eŠryz a xc`-` xc`-hay

continued on page 8
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Pre-schoolers are part of the décor in Robin 
Meyerowitz’s office. Two-, three- and four-
year-old girls and boys dart in and out or 
peek through her inside windows. She loves 
it. “They’re my babies,” she explained, blow-
ing a kiss in the direction of a passing child.

Mrs. Meyerowitz is director of Maimonides 
School’s Early Childhood Center (ECC). The 
program, midway through its first year, is 
flourishing. Asked to assess the first year so 
far, Mrs. Meyerowitz is succinct: “It has been 
so good.” And according to the director, 
prospects for 2016-17 reflect that early suc-
cess. Indeed, thanks almost entirely to word 
of mouth, “we are getting many more calls 
than we have space.” 

Mrs. Meyerowitz pointed out that “I was 
given the opportunity to really make a 
school right.” She had a full year before the 
fall 2015 opening to find and hire teachers, 
secure equipment and develop the pro-
gram. Those preparations, combined with 
all the education resources at Maimonides, 
led to today’s dynamic center.

The Early Childhood Center is nestled in a 
suite of classrooms on the first floor of the 
Brener Building, across the hall from the 
Kindergarten, and it takes full advantage of 
Maimonides personnel and programs. 

“How many early childhood directors have 
resources like a director of curriculum, or 
music and art, or planting a garden with the 
kindergarten, or fifth graders coming in to 
read every other week — in Hebrew and 
English?” Mrs. Meyerowitz mused.

The school’s Reggio educational philoso-
phy is an added positive. The director gave 
some examples of how it is working. “We 
focus on constructivist education, based 
on the children’s interest and what excites 
them,” she explained. For example, “I hap-
pened to see a wooden mailbox on sale. 
The kids became so excited that the teach-
ers put out paper and pens. The children 
started dictating letters to family members.” 

“We decided to teach about stamps and 
how to mail letters,” she continued. Working 
with Erin O’Brien in the Upper School office, 
ECC students learned first-hand about the 
workings of the school’s postage meter. 
“It’s very exciting for them to learn how the 
world works.” 

On the topic of transportation, the children 
took a ride on a coach bus and interviewed 
the driver.  They also learned about other 
forms of transportation, interviewed each 
other about their favorites, and made a 
graph to reflect their research, Mrs. Mey-
erowitz continued.  “Also, the two-year-old 
class investigated how buildings are made,” 
she said. “Kids got interested and we cre-
ated a curriculum They walked around the 
neighborhood and saw which materials 
people use. Then they got to see blueprints, 
special tools — this is what I dreamed of!”

The director is laudatory about the seven 
early childhood teachers and staff. “The 
team is amazing — loving and completely 
dedicated.” They work together in and out 
of school. During a January holiday, the 
entire staff broke up into groups and visited 

several department stores for toys and sup-
plies on sale. 

She described the intimate atmosphere 
that infuses the ECC suite. “What happens 
when kids are really little is you become at-
tached to the entire family. We go through 
everything together,” she explained. “We are 
a family together — and I think Maimonides 
is like that.”

Among the satisfied parents are two alum-
ni, Drs. Ben ’97 and Merav Galper ’02. “It 
has been amazing for us to watch our son 
Jonathan begin his journey at Maimonides 
through the ECC,” Ben said. “Every week he 
comes home more excited than the next 
and tells us about the amazing experiences 
he has had at school.”

“His teachers have done a tremendous job 
making sure that Jonathan not only learns 
the parsha, science, letters, and counting 
but that he experiences each aspect of 
learning in a unique way — whether it be 
through learning about Matan Torah by 
making an edible Har Sinai, or re-enacting 
the crossing of the Red Sea with Egyptian 
soldiers at his back, or learning numbers 
and letters by not only sound but also 
touch,” Merav observed. “Jonathan has 
grown so much this year through experien-
tial learning.” 

Mrs. Meyerowitz said “we want to keep 
growing, and we want to keep finding ways 
to get better.” One change she is investigat-
ing is adding more outdoor activities.

New Early Childhood Center Flourishing
Two-year-olds fill the Early Childhood Center with song.
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New Early Childhood Center Flourishing

Almost 80 years ago, the founding families of 
Maimonides School could not have envisioned 
the diversity of minhagim among today’s student 
population, exemplified by the daily minyan of 
Middle and Upper School students whose tradi-
tions are Sephardi.

“The school encourages the Sephardi tradition 
to flourish, and strengthen its identity within the 
school’s values,” asserted Rabbi Avinoam Durani, 
the limudei kodesh teacher who serves as adviser 
to the group of about 35 students, some of whom 
have mixed Sephardi and Ashkenazi lineage.

The Sephardi minyan was launched in 1999. Rab-
bi David Ehrenkranz — of Ashkenazi lineage — 
recalled that he was recruited to serve as faculty 
advisor and invested time to learn the differences 
in tefilllah and minhagim. 

Participation begins with sixth graders. Rabbi Du-
rani said he works with the Middle School admin-
istration on the integration process. “It’s beautiful 
to see a group of students joining and learning 
the basics of the tefilllah,” he said. “A small shul, a 
small community, allows a quality of tefilllah that 
is almost family-oriented. I can approach stu-
dents and give them the personal attention and 
specific guidance that they need.”

Rabbi Durani, who also serves as the rav at Beit 
Sasson, the Sephardi congregation in Newton,  is 
an invaluable resource for the students. “I know 
all the customs and halachot,” he explained. “The 
seniors take charge of the tefillah. I give them 
guidance and try to increase awareness of their 
heritage.” 

“It’s a little problematic, because, like in every 
Sephardi shul here in North America, it is actually 
a combination of traditions — Syrian, Iraqi, Egyp-
tian, Yemenite, Moroccan,” Rabbi Durani pointed 
out. “Israeli kids feel like they are at home.”

The variety can be challenging, he acknowl-
edged. “Syrian minhagim are totally unlike Moroc-
can minhagim. Iraqi are nothing like Egyptian. 
You can hear three different dialects in Torah 

reading. We try to have one clear halachah, but 
we are okay with different styles of chanting. I 
believe this is the ultimate expression of unity. 
It’s okay to find common ground among all the 
Sephardi minhagim. This is my role: to find the 
halachic balance.”

The minyan met in classrooms until the conver-
sion of the former Room 29 to Beit Midrash Libi 
B’Mizrach, thanks to the generosity of Edmund 
Shamsi and family. “What he cared for the most 
was investing in children,” Rabbi Durani said. The 
beit midrash was dedicated in the spring of 2007.

Rabbi Durani said the students treat their space 
with reverence. “To see the students preparing 
and cleaning the shul, taking the siddurim back, 
is very refreshing. They feel responsible for the 
place to be dignified and respectful.” 

Another advantage of a smaller minyan is 
students have more opportunities to experi-
ence serving as shliach tzibur, Rabbi Durani said, 
noting that “this is my biggest pleasure.” The 
daily recitation of Birkat Kohanim also adds to the 
participation.

Among the students who Rabbi Durani men-
tioned as pillars of this year’s Sephardi minyan are 
seniors Jonathon and Jordan Cohen, Charlotte 
Guedalia, Marc Nechmad and Esti Solooki, and 
sophomore Eliana Abraham. “It’s great to have 
somewhere to follow my customs at school and 
be part of a small Sephardi community,” Charlotte 
commented. “It feels amazing to have the ability 
to keep my customs at school and share my heri-
tage with others,” Esti agreed.

Eliana noted that “Rabbi Durani's divrei Torah 
always connect to our heritage as Sephardim, 
encouraging us to be proud of who we are. Being 
a minority does not feel like a disadvantage at 
Maimonides, mainly due to knowing that there is 
a place where we all embrace our heritage as the 
Sephardi community.”

“I think we’re doing something great,” Rabbi 
Durani asserted. 

School Supports Sephardi Tradition Rabbi Dr. Joseph B. Soloveitchik, z”tl 
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Two-year-olds fill the Early Childhood Center with song.

Rabbi Avinoam Durani with, from left, Charlotte '16, Esther '16, Marc '16, Jordan '16, Jonathon 16 and Eliana '18.
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Grade 3 general studies teacher 
Tamar Benjamin personifies the 
Maimonides faculty's sensitivity 
and commitment to all learners. 
"When people ask why I became a 
teacher, specifically an elementary 
and special educator, my response 
is personal," she explained.

"In the fourth grade, I was diag-
nosed with an auditory processing 
disorder and other special learning 
needs. School began to be more 
of a challenge; it became harder 
to comprehend the material and 
difficult to keep up. As I got older, I 
had teachers who didn’t ‘get’ what I 
was facing. Teachers weren’t willing 
to think outside the box and find 
ways to help me succeed."

She said she still remembers the 
day in Chumash class "when we 
learned the well-known passage: 
'You shall not revile the deaf or put 
a stumbling block before the blind 
(Leviticus 19:14).' It stuck out to me. 
Teachers were placing stumbling 
blocks, so to speak, in front of me 
on a daily basis." 

What stung even more, she contin-
ued, was that she was a student in a 
Jewish day school. "Shouldn’t a day 
school go above and beyond to 
be inclusive? Why was I, a student 
with special needs, being allowed 
to slip through the cracks because I 
learned differently?"

"I may not have realized it, but that 
moment would be the catalyst for 
my becoming a teacher."

Tamar said she decided to concen-
trate on special education as an 
undergraduate. "I imagined myself 
teaching in a public school. Then 
one day, I was talking with one of 
my professors. She asked where I 
saw myself as a teacher in 10, 15, 
20 years, how I saw myself making 
a difference. I gave her a canned re-
sponse: 'teaching in a great school, 
helping kids learn and succeed,' but 
she pressed me to dig deeper."

"I looked her in the eye and told 
her my true dream was to one day 
work with day schools to help them 
provide an excellent Jewish and 

secular education to students with 
special needs."

Tamar said she had heard that day 
schools were not always working 
with special needs students, often 
making excuses as to why they 
couldn’t, or wouldn’t, educate all 
types of learners. "In my professor’s 
office that day, I realized that there 
was no excuse for a Jewish day 
school to put a 'stumbling block' 
before a Jewish child who had 
special needs," she said. "Every child 
deserves a fair and equal education 
and every Jewish child deserves a 
Jewish education."

As a graduate student, Tamar's 
concentration was special and 
elementary education, including a 
"wonderful" internship in a public 
school. 

"I was hired after graduate school 
by an amazing Jewish day school, 
a school that went above and 
beyond to do special education 
correctly," she recounted. "I imme-
diately fit right in because I was sur-
rounded by other educators who 
worked day after day to remove 
every possible stumbling block in 
front of our students."

Now  a classroom teacher at Mai-
monides, she said she continues to 
use her special education training. 
“I am reminded of the passage from 
Leviticus every day,” she stated. 
“As I watch my students grow and 
succeed, I find ways to ensure each 
child can learn the material, and as 
I look into their eyes, I remember 
what it felt like when my teachers 
didn’t take the time to make sure I 
was able to learn.”

“I am pleased to be working at a 
school that believes each child de-
serves to learn without having any 
stumbling blocks in his or her path, 
and as a teacher,” she said. “Every 
child deserves the right to learn, 
and every Jewish child deserves 
to have a Jewish education. Every 
teacher should have the opportu-
nity to watch a child have that ‘aha’ 
moment.” 

Maimonides School students in Grades 3-5 are learning 
to understand and respect persons with physical, sen-
sory or developmental disabilities through the Under-
standing Our Differences (UOD) interactive disability 
awareness curriculum.

UOD is a 37-year-old program with a national market; 
this is its third year in the Brener Building. Through 
discussions and role-playing, third graders address 
blindness and deafness; fourth graders, learning and 
physical disabilities; and fifth graders, autism and 
chronic medical conditions.

In addition, this year there is a UOD anti-bullying pilot 
program for Middle School students that features a 
four-student visiting panel, representing four differ-
ences: physical disability, learning disability, intellectual 
challenge, and deafness. The panel was presented at 
the beginning of February, which is Jewish Disabilities 
Awareness and Inclusion Month.

A key to the presentations at Maimonides is the 
involvement of Gateways: Access to Jewish Education, 
which adds the component of Torah values to the UOD 
curriculum.

Ilene Greenwald is the Gateways occupational therapist 
assigned to Maimonides.  UOD, she commented, is an 
extension of “the whole concept of derech eretz and 
menshlechkeit. Maimonides is really good about car-
rying it over. It has been an enhancement and a great 
team effort.”

Gateways: Access to Jewish Education has received 
funding from the Ruderman Family Foundation to 
bring the Understanding Our Differences© disability 
awareness program to Maimonides and Jewish day 
schools in Boston.

faculty profile  Tamar Benjamin

Tamar Benjamin

Fostering Awareness
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When Noam Kimelman ’04 launched Fresh 
Corner Cafe almost six years ago, the goal 
was simple: provide residents of inner-city 
Detroit with access to fresh food. 

Since then, Noam said, the model “has 
been taking off in exciting ways.” Besides 
more than 20 fresh food outlets in loca-
tions like corner stores and gas stations, 
there now are a catering service, an after-
school academy and workplace cafes. 

“Once you have the right model, it’s a lot 
easier to grow,” said Noam, founder and 
one of three co-owners of Fresh Corner. 
“We feel like we are on a very sound foot-
ing.”

Last month Noam was honored by Forbes 
magazine’s “30 Under 30” feature as one 
of the country’s “most important young en-
trepreneurs and creative leaders.”  Forbes’s 
annual recognition, covering 20 categories, 
evaluates candidates based on “impact, 
use of cutting edge technology or creativ-
ity, scalability or adaptability, number of 
people reached and dollars raised and 
generated.”

Noam said he was “pleasantly surprised” 
by the honor, and hopes it leads to greater 
things — specifically, introductions to 
foundations and other sources of dona-
tions.

As a graduate student at the University of 
Michigan in 2009, Noam was part of a six-
student team assigned to develop a busi-

ness that addressed a social issue. Their 
model, which won a competition, was built 
around providing quality foods to corner 
stores in inner-city neighborhoods. What 
became Fresh Corner Cafe was launched in 
May 2010.

Now there is a transition to a new model 
— Fresh Corner Pop Ups, offering healthy 
meals and snacks at neighborhood 
schools, workplaces and community 
centers for an hour or two during high-
traffic periods or regular programming. 
The meals are subsidized by corporate 
sponsorships and revenue from Fresh 
Corner’s catering business. Noam pointed 
out that diners also may use EBT cards or 
food stamps.

There are eight pilot pop-up sites, and 
Noam is excited to see the project grow. 
“We are wrapping up a very successful 
pilot and in 16 months we hope to go from 
eight to 40,” he said. “Serving 30 to 40 per 
pop-up, that’s up to 1,600 people a week.”

“We do a lot of catering. That’s our life-
blood; profitable revenue allows us to do 
our work,” Noam said, noting that the ser-
vice handles big events for non-profits. “It’s 
a great catering service. But we also have a 
great social mission.”

Noam also has launched the Detroit Food 
Academy, an after-school leadership 
development program for teens. The two-
year-old program leads to the design and 
launch of small independent food busi-

nesses.

The academy website says participants 
“graduate with a foundation in business 
basics, culinary arts, food skills, financial 
literacy, and leadership; a polished values-
based food product, a certificate in food 
and social entrepreneurship, a network of 
potential employers, and an opportunity 
to enter our summer employment pro-
gram.”

Eastern Market in Detroit recognized Noam 
and the academy with its 2015 Hazen 
Pingree Award for food system innova-
tion. Pingree was Detroit mayor in the last 
decade of the 19th century. He connected 
unemployed laborers with vacant land in 
response to a city economic crisis. 

Today’s Fresh Corner enterprise has a staff 
of 13. Noam is executive director and 
board chair, but continues to be involved 
hands-on with the entire operation.  That 
means one or two days a week with the 
cafes and one or two days with the food 
academy, as well as conversing and com-
paring notes with people doing similar 
chesed in different cities.

Noam is encouraged by the changes he 
sees in Detroit. “My apartment is right 
downtown and there’s a ton of develop-
ment,” he said. “There are certainly more 
people moving into Detroit, and there’s a 
lot of growth and excitement. The question 
is: Who is benefiting from this?”

alumnus profile  Noam Kimelman
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Contact your class secretary (see listings below) to share your news. If you would like to serve as a class secretary, contact Mike 
Rosenberg (617) 232-4452 x405, mike@maimonides.org to volunteer.  

1953
Contact Ada (Greenwald) Jacobowitz, 
(602) 263-8633, adargj@gmail.com

1961
Mazal tov to Barbara (Cooper) Radinsky 
on the engagement of her grandson, 
Ariel, to Aliza Katz ’09.

1962
Mazal tov to Margie (Einstein) and 
Edward Hurwitz on the engagement 
of their son Michael ’96 to Dahlia Fox 
Nayman.

1966
Contact Dr. Tamy (Simon) Chelst, (248) 
353-2268, tamychelst@gmail.com.

1969 
Mazal tov to Sheila and Danny Langer-
mann on the marriage of their daughter 
Miriam ’04 to Judah Rosenblatt. 

1973
Mazal tov to Amy and Naty Katz on the 
birth of their grandson, Eyal Pinchas. 
Parents are Ithamar Jotkowitz and Tova 
Katz-Jotkowitz ’01.

1974 
Mazal tov to Debra (Weiner) and Jay 
Solomont on the birth of their grand-
daughter, Shahar Tova.

1975
Mazal tov to Tzipporah (Twersky) and 
Rabbi Jonathan Rosenblatt on the 
marriage of their son Judah to Miriam 
Langermann ’04.

1976
Mazel tov to Irene and Zev Blechner 
on the birth of a grandson, Yaakov Ezra 
(parents are Shoshana (Blechner) ’07 
and Aryeh Wasserman) and a grand-
daughter (parents are Zehava and Jeremy 
Pasternak).

1977
Contact Amy (Schultz) Margolis, (561) 
789-2500, amysmargolis@yahoo.com.

Mazal tov to Beth and Dr. Gerald Schiff 
on the birth of their grandson, Noam 
Gavriel Berman. Parents are Tova (Schiff ) 
and Adam Berman ’05.

1978
Mazal tov to Raphael Edelman and Leslie 
Pressner on the engagement of their 
daughter  Michal to Andrew Tepper.

1979
Mazal tov to

Susan and Alan Katz on the engage-
ment of their daughter Aliza ’09 to Ariel 
Cooper. 

Drs. Elissa Stieglitz and Ari Tuchman on 
the engagement of their son Joseph.

1980
Mazal tov to Gita and Herb Weinberg on 
the engagement of their daughter Rachel 
’11 to Rabbi Ari Steinig.

1981 
Mazal tov to Sharon (Epstein) and Dr. 
Shlomo Lerner on the engagement 
of their daughter Meira ’08 to Shmuel 
Unterberg.

1985
Mazal tov to Jennifer (Kosowsky) ’85 
and Dror Michaelson on the engage-
ment of their son Sam ’10 to Zahava 
Presser.

1989
Mazal tov to  Tami and Ophir Chernin on 
the upcoming bar mitzvah of their son 
Dani. Grandparents are Naomi and Mark 
Chernin.

1991
Mazal tov to Avrom Okon on his mar-
riage to Michelle Palmer. Avrom is the son 
of Sara Okon.

1993
Mazal tov to

Drs. Aviva and Danny Fax on the birth of 
their son, Ayal David. Grandparents are 
Ruth and Gene Fax.

Dr. Yardaena Osband and David Glazer 
on the birth of their daughter, Maya 
Bracha Moriya. Grandmother is Barbara 
Osband.

1996
Mazal tov to

Shoshana and Dr. Andrew Geller on the 
birth of their son, Dvir Moshe. Grandpar-
ents are Tobie Geller and Dr. Alan Geller.

Michael Hurwitz on his engagement to 
Dahlia Fox Nayman. Michael is the son of 
Margie (Einstein) ’62 and Ed Hurwitz

1999
Mazal tov to 

Atara (Sendor) and Rafi Eis on the birth 

of their son, Mordechai Shmuel Amichai. 
Grandparents are Anne and Rabbi Meir 
Sendor.

Meira (Weinstein) and Josh Flaster 
on the birth of their daughter, Kerem. 
Grandparents are Rivka Weinstein and 
Ze’ev Weinstein.

2000
Mazal tov to

Rona (Behar) and Joshua Karp on the 
birth of their daughter, Isla Behar Karp. 
Grandmother is Lenore Behar. 

Daniella and Jonathan Milner on the 
birth of their daughter, Rafaela Rachel. 
Grandfather is Dr. Lawrence Milner.

2001
Mazal tov to Tova Katz-Jotkowitz and 
Ithamar Jotkowitz on the birth of their 
son, Eyal Pinchas. Grandparents are Amy 
and Naty Katz ’73.

2002
Mazal tov to 

Eva (Fenton) a Mazal tov to 

Yael (Kletter) and Will Keller on the birth 
of their son, David Chananya. Grandmoth-
er is Esther Kletter.

2003
Mazal tov to

Ron Arazi on his engagement to Elena 
Rabner. Ron is the son of Judith and 
Avraham Arazi.

Raquel and Isaac Betesh on the birth of 
their daughter, Hanna. Grandparents are 
Debbie and Victor Betesh. 

Elisheva and Craig Linda on the birth of 
their son, Moshe Tzvi. Grandparents are 
Fran and Harvey Linda.

Lauren and Gideon Miller on the birth of 
their son, Caleb Reuven. Grandmother is 
Dr. Hilary Miller. 

2004
Mazal tov to

Miriam Langermann on her marriage to 
Judah Rosenblatt. Miriam is the daughter 
of Sheila and Danny Langermann ’69. 
Judah is the son of Tzipporah (Twersky) 
’75 and Rabbi Jonathan Rosenblatt.

Sara Segal on her marriage to Ari Pel-
covitz. Sara is the daughter of Tovah and 
Rabbi Gershon Segal.

2005
Mazal tov to

Tova Schiff and Adam Berman on the 
birth of their son, Noam Gavriel. Grandpar-
ents are Beth and Dr. Gerald Schiff ’77 

and Rona and Dr. Marvin Berman.

Talia Nussbaum on her engagement to 
Eli Simsolo. Talia is the daughter of Jeremy 
Nussbaum and Gwyneth Sheen. 

Ariele and Joey Sherman on the birth of 
their son, Jacob. Grandparents are Sara 
and Andrew Sherman.

2007
Mazal tov to 

Shoshana (Blechner) and Aryeh Wasser-
man on the birth of their son, Yaakov Ezra. 
Grandparents are Irene and Zev Blechner 
’76.

Ruth Zisblatt on her marriage to Tani Pol-
lak. Ruth is the daughter of Drs. Laura and 
Samuel Zisblatt.

2008
Mazal tov to Meira Lerner on her en-
gagement to Shmuel Unterberg. Meira is 
the daughter of Sharon (Epstein) ’81 and 
Dr. Shlomo Lerner. 

2009
Mazal tov to 

Asher Cheses on his engagement to Riva 
Bergel ’10. Asher is the son of Nechama 
and Aryeh Cheses. 

Aliza Katz on her engagement to Ariel 
Cooper. Aliza is the daughter of Susan and 
Alan Katz ’79. Ariel is the grandson of 
Barbara (Cooper) Radinsky ’61. 

2010
Mazal tov to 

Riva Bergel on her engagement to Asher 
Cheses ’09. Riva is the daughter of Randy 
and Steven Bergel.

David Gleizer on his marriage to Rivka 
Malka Swartz. David is the son of Inna 
Grinblatt.

Sam Michaelson on his engagement to 
Zahava Presser. Sam is the son of Jennifer 
(Kosowsky) ’85 and Dr. Dror Michaelson.

2011
Mazal tov to

Rachel Weinberg on her engagement to 
Rabbi Ari Steinig. Rachel is the daughter of 
Gita and Herb Weinstein ’80.

Lily Wilf on her engagement to Noam 
Mintz. Lily is the daughter of Dr. Guita 
Epsein Wilf and Prof. Steven Wilf.

2012
Mazal tov to Hanah Geller on her mar-
riage to Aviv Arusi. Hanah is the daughter 
of Dr. Daniel and Sandra Geller.

CLASS NOTES
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The annual Maimonides 
Invitational Basketball 
Tournament and Shabba-
ton on Jan 28-31 helped 
make winter not only 
manageable but downright en-
joyable. Basketball was the domi-
nant theme, as girls' and boys' 
teams from Houston, Kansas City 
and Montreal competed against 
each other and their Maimonides 
hosts. However, the games were 
just one treat in a menu 
that also included oppor-
tunities for hospitality and 
friendship, a spirited week 
at school, and a meaning-
ful and memorable Shab-
bat.

The Maimonides School commu-
nity is saddened by the passing 
of two graduates from the early 
years of the high school. Harvey 
Bramson, z”l, was a member of 
the third graduating class, 1955. 
He was a graduate of Northeast-
ern University and was active for 
many years in the Bloomfield, CT 
Jewish community. Mr. Bramson 
had four children. His brother 
Arnold completed eighth grade at 
Maimonides before the establish-
ment of the high school.

Adelle (Bilansky) Beilin, z"l, a 1959 
graduate, lived in Brighton and 
was the mother of two children. 
She was the sister of Zelda Stein 
'61, and the only aunt of Russell 
Stein '86, Douglas Stein '89 and 
Michael Stein '92.

Miriam Aczel ’08 on the loss of her beloved 
father, Prof. Amir Aczel, z”l.

Daniel Kosowsky ‘88, Dr. Jennifer Michaelson 
’85, Dr. Joshua Kosowsky ’83 and Dr. Jeffrey Ko-
sowsky ’81 on the loss of their beloved father, 
Dr. Bernard Kosowsky, z”l.

Mark Levenson ’74 on the loss of his beloved 
son, Eric Levenson, z”l.

Reva Gertel ’68 on the loss of her beloved 
mother, Marilyn Levovitz, z”l.

Simon Liberman ’84, Bonni Liberman ’85 and 
Rabbi Craig Liberman ’91 on the loss of their 
beloved father, Melvin Liberman, z”l.

Dr. Isaac Naggar ’02, Dr. Jack Naggar ’03, 
Charles Naggar ’06 and Joseph Naggar ’10 
on the loss of their beloved father, Clement 
Naggar, z”l.

Sara Salzberg ’77 and Charles Popkin ’82 on the 
loss of their beloved father, Milton Popkin, z”l.

Marilyn (Leder) Zeidel ’68 on the loss of her 
beloved husband, Irving Zeidel, z”l.

 CONDOLENCES

IN  MEMORIAM

Winter No Match for Hoops

Photos, top to bottom: Yoni drives around a defender; 
Renen boxes out for a rebound; athletes and coaches 
during the closing ceremonies; Emily (left) and Sapir 
show their support on the sideline; Sunday breakfast 
guest speaker Danya Abrams talks with Mark '21.
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NCLUSION GRANT FROM NEW FUND  
We are pleased to announce that Mai-
monides School is a recipient of a generous 
grant from the newly launched Morton E. 

Ruderman Inclusion Scholarship Fund.  A partner-
ship among Combined Jewish Philanthropies, 
the Ruderman Family Foundation and Gateways: 
Access to Jewish Education, this new fund helps 
defray the cost of both school-based and ancillary 
services for students with disabilities and special 
needs, particularly those who require financial aid. 
The goal of the fund is to attract new families who 
are prevented from sending their children with 
disabilities and special needs to Boston-area Jewish 
day schools due to affordability challenges, as well 
as to support existing families by sustaining and 
enhancing current financial aid awards. The fund 
honors the legacy of Morton E. Ruderman, z”l, and 
all that he did to inspire and support our commu-
nity in creating more inclusive schools for all Jewish 
children. 

IBRARY SECTION DEDICATION 
The fiction section of the Levy Library 
on Saval Campus has been dedicated in 
memory of Sydelle Goldman, z”l, a long-

time supporter of the school. The commemoration 
was established through generous donations by 
her nephew, Alan Gopen ’73, and other friends. 
(Details of the dedication were incorrectly reported 
last issue.)

I
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Ms. Wright said she looks for other opportu-
nities to introduce art into her curriculum. 
“This year in Grade 6 the kids used research 
for PowerPoint presentations in class. I know 
Susana has done things with the English 
teachers.” 

Considering the next academic year, “we’ve 
already had two meetings just this week,” 
Ms. Wright said. “I think we’ll always tinker 
with it.” But she emphasized that “there were 
things that worked super well, including 
the interdisciplinary format, and the idea of 
students who don’t normally have a place 
to shine because we don’t have a lot of art 
classes.”

“Overall, kids are creating quality work that’s 
very thoughtful,” Ms. McDonnell said. “They 
seem to be excited about it.”

Several weeks ago the sixth grade combined 
science and art with a special fused glass/
heat transfer workshop with Ms. McDonnell 
and science teacher Katie Smith. “They had 
been learning about different methods of 
heat transfer, and to make this lesson come 
alive, we wanted to make a real-world con-
nection through unexpected uses of heat,” 
Mrs. Smith said.

The class used the kiln in the art room. “As 

heat moves away from the iron coils, the air 
cools and sinks to be warmed again. In this 
way, the heat is spread throughout the kiln,” 
Mrs. Smith explained. 

Each student donned safety goggles and 
decorated a glass tile with glass pellets, thin 
sheets of metal, and rods. “They carefully 
maneuvered the glass pieces onto their tiles 
until everything looked perfect, and even 
more carefully brought the tiles to the kiln, 
with all of the pieces balanced on top. Once 
the kiln had done its work, the results were 
extraordinary!” Mrs. Smith reported.

Students in Sam Tarlin's fourth grade general 
studies classes recently began a social stud-
ies unit on Japanese culture and history. 

They studied how students their age go to 
school in Japan, and they have been learn-
ing about Japanese folktales. They will not 
only write their own Japanese-inspired folk 
tales but also make Kamishibai — traditional 
Japanese story cards.

In addition, Rose Jane Sulman, one of the 
fourth grade teaching assistants, visited the 
art room to help students start Oni mask-
making projects. These masks, which include 
bright colors and grotesque embellishments, 
are traditionally used to ward off evil. 

The last piece of the Japanese art unit will 
introduce visual motifs in Japanese ink and 
watercolor painting, which will accompany 
haikus that the students will be writing with 
Mr. Tarlin in general studies.

“Some of the goals for this collaborative unit 
are to enrich students' learning, to boost 
confidence in their knowledge of art, social 
studies and writing, and to add purpose to 
their lessons by demonstrating that different 
academic disciplines are connected to one 
another,” Mr. Tarlin said.

The fourth grade art classes also recently 
completed two STEAM (science, technology, 
engineering, art, math) units on weather and 
electricity inspired by their science curricu-
lum.
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 The 2016 mock trial team, which begins post-season competition on March 6 after completing another undefeated regular season.

Interdisciplinary continued from page 1


