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One of the nation's foremost experts on terrorism has returned to the
staff of the think tank that he says "has long been my
intellectual home." Matthew Levitt '88 is back at the
Washington Institute for Near East Policy, where he
worked from 2001 to 2005 as a senior fellow, directing
research and analysis on terrorism. Now he will head
the organization's new Stein Program on Terrorism,
Intelligence and Policy. According to the institute, the
program will emphasize counterterrorism, intelli-
gence, and the effective use of targeted financial
measures to combat international security threats.

Matthew, a Yeshiva University alumnus who earned his
Ph.D. at Tufts's Fletcher School of International Law
and Diplomacy, most recently was deputy assistant secretary of the
Treasury for intelligence and analysis. "Serving as the deputy chief of
Treasury/Intel was an amazing experience, but I never got to see my
family," he said in an email announcing his departure. "I look forward to
returning to researching, writing, testifying, teaching and lecturing (and)
to delving more deeply into the issues that preoccupy the decision-
makers."

He also has worked as an FBI analyst, providing tactical and strategic
support for counterterrorism operations and leading one of the teams
responsible for piecing together the September 11 plot. Dr. Levitt's 2006
book "HAMAS: Politics, Charity and Terrorism in the Service of Jihad" (Yale
University Press) will soon be published in soft cover. His current book,
"Negotiating under Fire: Preserving Peace Talks in the Face of Terror
Attacks" will be published later this year (Rowman & Littlefield, 2007).

After almost 19 years away from Philbrick Road, Matt says, he appreciates
more than ever the contributions of his English teacher, Sharon Steiff, z"l.
"She drilled grammar into my head. At the time, I can't tell you how little I
appreciated it. But those skills have served me well almost every day
since. Writing and speaking are such major parts of my life that I
frequently find myself thinking about Miss Steiff."

"The most important things a school can teach," he reflects, "are funda-
mentals like English, and critical thinking. I definitely got both of those at
Maimonides." 

Terrorism Expert Returns to "Intellectual Home"

Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council's new monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we'll share
information on individual graduates' ventures and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school's mission of

preparing educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. We invite your information, ideas and feedback, as we strive to
present a panorama of the school's 54-year alumni community. Please contact us at alumni@maimonides.org.

Gary Cantor '70, who notes that

over the past year he and his

wife Gail spent significant time

in Israel, as two of their children

were married there and their

first grandchild, Eitan Yaakov

Cantor, was born in Jerusalem.

IIya Pittel '02, who reports that

he is still at Bar-Ilan University in

Ramat Gan, and has moved on

to a master's program in

biotechnology.

Rabbi Chaim Tabasky '67, who

visited the school earlier this

month. Rabbi Tabasky, who

teaches at Bar-Ilan, is a sofer, and

periodically is in Greater Boston

to inspect, repair and replace

mezuzot and tefillin.

We Heard From…

Although Yehuda Leeder ‘05 is
a recent alumnus, his connection
to Maimonides basketball
culture goes all the way back to
his brother Danny '89. Yehuda is
still looking for vintage
Maimonides athletic uniforms,
the older the better. He may
have better luck this month
getting replies when we publish
his email address correctly. It’s
IrishScot2@aol.com.

Instant Replay
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Shoshana (Sokoloff) Zazula '94 has
returned to the Boston area from New
York. Actually she is five miles north of
Boston—much to her delight. In fact,
the Malden Chamber of Commerce
should give her a job.

"My husband Harold and I purchased a
home in Malden and moved here at
the beginning of the summer," she
reports. "We began looking for a house
here after spending a Shabbat with
Leah (Lamport) Garland ('96) and her
husband Matthew at their Malden
home. We are really enjoying the
community here and being back in the
Boston area." 

She is especially happy about the city's
more affordable housing—with many

large old-style colonial and Victorian
homes and low property tax—and her
synagogue, Congregation Beth Israel.
"Previously we were living in an area
with a larger Orthodox community,
but we love the feel of the shul here;
we like the people and feel good
about being an integral part of the
community," she says. "Our two-year-
old daughter feels so comfortable at
the shul and looks forward to inter-
acting with her friends of all ages
there…as well as to playing in the
fabulous playroom."

"I've been thinking that there must be
many other Maimonides alumni out
there who might consider moving
back to the Boston area (or remaining

in the area) if they knew of affordable

housing," says Shoshana, who grew up

in Brookline. So she's trying to "get the

word out that Malden has an active

Orthodox synagogue (www.bethis-

raelmalden.com), with a friendly and

growing community." Shoshana listed

some of Malden's amenities: an eruv,

advanced plans for a mikveh, housing

loans, day-school and camp scholar-

ships, and transportation to and from

Maimonides, all provided by the shul.

Also, Malden is on the MBTA Orange

Line. "Our synagogue currently has

several shul members who are

Maimonides alumni, as well as several

current Maimonides students," she

adds, "but we'd love to have more." 

New Arrival is Malden's Biggest Booster

Varsity baseball is only 10 years old at Maimonides School,
but two graduates of the program have been offered
contracts to compete in the inaugural season of the six-
team Israel Baseball League this summer. Zvi Dubitzky '02
says he will have to forego the opportunity so he can stay
on track to graduate from Boston University next spring.
Joseph Sherman '05, who plans to play varsity baseball for
Yeshiva University this spring, says he cannot reveal what he
plans to do with the contract or he risks forfeiting his
college eligibility under NCAA rules.

Zvi said he traveled last summer to a western Massachusetts
sports academy run by Dan Duquette, the former Red Sox
general manager, and tried out "just for fun. I wanted to see
what it was all about; I was curious as to what kinds of
players were showing up. A few months later I got an email
about a contract offer."

Joey, a sophomore at Yeshiva University, also was at that first
tryout and, after returning to yeshiva in Israel, attended
another session in November in Petach Tikva. "About two

weeks later they offered me a contract," he relates. He notes
that last spring he found time to play in a four-team league
set up to give the Israeli national team some competitive
experience before playing in a European tournament. "I got
to know a lot of the Israeli players," he says. "All these kids
came to the tryout. They offered 12 contracts; I was lucky
enough to get one of them." 

The Israel Baseball league was launched by Larry Baras of
Brookline, a former Maimonides parent. Baras is now
managing director, Duquette is director of player devel-
opment and the Hon. Daniel Kurzer, former U.S. ambassador
to Israel and Egypt, serves as commissioner. All three were at
the tryout, Dubitzky recalls. The whole experience "was a
kick, a real slice of life."

Zvi and Joseph, long-time friends from the same Brookline
neighborhood, overlapped one year as varsity M-Cats
(2002). Then Zvi came back as an assistant coach for a
couple of seasons, and the two played in a summer league
together. "We're still very close," Joey says.

From the M-Cat Diamond to a Fledgling Major League…
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Who would have guessed that a seventh grader
competing in a girls' floor hockey league in Maimonides
School's Fox Gymnasium would evolve into a key player
on Israel's national women's ice hockey team? Maybe she
didn't envision that ascent, but Tova Katz '01 has lived it.
Last December, she was in Toronto, as part of the Israeli
women's team competing in its first international
tournament. "It's like a fledgling team—the competition I
was in was its first appearance on the international
hockey scene," she explains.

"It really did start at Maimonides, when I started the girls'
floor hockey league. Those are fond memories that I
have," Tova says. "My brother Ari ('99) was in charge of the
boys' league, so hockey sort of became my favorite sport
by default…. The league was huge—and it still is. I'm still
in touch with various student leaders every year." 

On summer afternoons, she recounts, neighborhood kids
would play roller hockey on Gardner Road. "In 10th grade
I decided to try ice hockey," she continues. "I had figure
skated, so I figured I would give that a shot. I still don't
know how I convinced my parents…back then I was
probably too young and dumb to realize what I was
getting myself into. But once I got the skates on, I haven't
taken them off."

Following graduation, Tova brought her roller blades and
stick to Midreshet Lindenbaum to stay in shape. Then, as
an undergraduate at Columbia University, she launched
women's ice hockey at the club level and was team

captain for four years. Her hockey resume also includes
the Melbourne women's team while studying abroad in
Australia in
2004, and the
New York City
women's team
in the 2003
and 2004
Empire State
Games. The
Israel team
that competed
last summer
included only
one actual resident of Israel. The program, is being driven
by Dr. Esther Silver, a Canadian who "is working very hard
to move the sport as fast and as far as she can." 

Tova works in communications at the Foundation for
Jewish Camping in New York. "It's great to be working for
the Jewish community," she declares. "I have such great
memories from when I went to camp. Now I'm trying to
bring that to as many children as possible." She is staying
in shape skating with a recreational team in Central Park,
and plans on being part of Team Israel for next summer's
Multicultural Tournament in Toronto. She also notes that
she recently began hosting a shiur, which reunites her
with several Maimonides alumnae on a regular basis,
including Judith Lupatkin '00, Elana (Stramer) Steltzer '01,
and Miriam Gedwiser '99.

…and from the Floor of Fox Gym to International Ice

Nathan Katz '73 joins his daughter Tova '01 at the rink.

Almost four months after the November premiere in Boston
of "Lonely Man of Faith," the 100-minute documentary
about the life and legacy of Rabbi Dr. Joseph B. Soloveitchik,
zt"l, continues to make its way around the country under
the stewardship of the producer and director, Ethan
Isenberg. Josh Blechner '99 was chief researcher for the
project, much of which focuses on the origin, growth and
philosophy of Maimonides School.

Besides Greater Boston, the film has been shown at Yeshiva
University and in Atlanta, Baltimore, Portland (Oregon),

Toronto and Washington, DC, as well as Jerusalem. More
screening dates are as follows:

Montreal: Monday, March 12 at 7:30 p.m. at the Gelber
Conference Centre. For more information or reservations,
contact (514) 483-3660 or mizrachi@can.rogers.com.

Pleasantville, NY (Westchester County): Monday, March
19  as part of the Jacob Burns Film Center Jewish film series.

West Orange, NJ: Wednesday, March 21, as part of the New
Jersey Jewish Film Festival.

More Chances to See "Lonely Man of Faith"
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