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CONNECTING MAIMONIDES ALUMNI WORLDWIDE

Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we’ll share 
information on individual graduates’ ventures and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of

preparing educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. We invite your information, ideas and feedback, as we strive to
present a panorama of the school’s 54-year alumni community. Please contact us at alumni@maimonides.org.

Reconnection. Reflection. Rededication. These three words summarize the experience of
Maimonides alumni and friends at the “Honoring Our Past” celebration Nov. 9-11, when
alumni from the first 12 graduating classes and other former students were invited to the
school to renew their friendships, recollect experiences and share the early history of the
school. The events were part of the Maimonides’ 70th anniversary celebration.

More than a dozen early students and several former teachers participated in a series of
events, and many others added to the permanent record by submitting biographies to be
shared among the members of the Classes of 1953-1964.

“I found the weekend to be a very meaningful experience, from visiting the classrooms
and speaking with the fourth graders to looking at pictures of classmates and teachers
taken at Otisfield Street and Columbia Road, and having an opportunity to reconnect
with classmates,” said Carolyn (Labins) Goodman ‘57. “It was a very exciting and
emotional time.”

Mrs. Goodman joined Marjorie (Einstein) Hurwitz ‘62, Judy (Weiner) Menkes ‘63, Zelda
(Bilansky) Stein ‘61 and Peggy (Gopin) Weiss ‘62 in meeting with individual classes in
Grades 3-6 Friday morning. Jacob Aronson and Rabbi William Millen, who both attended
Maimonides when it consisted of only an elementary school and an after school yeshiva
for upper grades, spoke to sixth graders and at separate assemblies for Grades 7 and 8.
“Sessions were enlightening and uplifting,” Rebbetzin Weiss commented.“They found it
hard to believe that we didn’t have computers or Smartboards—but were even more
astounded that we didn’t even have gym or art.”

On Motza’ei Shabbat, before almost 100 people, Rabbi Reuven Cohn ‘65 delivered a
thoughtful and memorable 30-minute account of how Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, zt”l,
“empowered” the school’s most instrumental teachers in its formative years: his father,
Rabbi M.J. Cohn, z”l, Rabbi Isaac Simon, z”l, and Rabbi Isaiah Wohlgemuth. Also offering
insights and anecdotes were Janet (Shillman) Gushin ‘59, Rabbi Robert Marcus ‘54,
Mrs. Goodman, Mrs. Hurwitz and Rabbi Millen. Other early alumni on hand included Edith
(Bramson) Dovek ‘56, Yaakov Cohn ‘60 and Avivah (Cohn) Yasnyi ‘62. They were joined
by former teachers Devorah Cohn (and her friend and contemporary, Ruth Einstein), Lois
Silver and Susan Bradford.

Sunday morning several of the former students, including Dr. Deborah Greenwald ‘61,
gathered for breakfast at the school. Rebbetzin Weiss noted that she contacted many out-
of-town alumni by telephone and said “I’ll always be grateful for their warm response.”

“I’d be back there in a second, given the opportunity,” declared Mrs. Menkes.“I think it was
heartening and all positive. It was great to see the school today and to interact with the
kids. Everybody should have been there. They would’ve gone home totally enriched.”

Early Alumni Share Insight, Memories during Series of Events at School

Peggy (Gopin) Weiss ‘62, left, and
Zelda (Bilansky) Stein ‘61.

Mrs. Devorah Cohn, left, and 
Mrs. Ruth Einstein, mother of 

Marjorie (Einstein) Hurwitz ‘62.

Rabbi William Millen presents 
in the classroom.
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“There aren’t many companies—if any—in the world like
Google, especially for someone young coming out of
college,” says David Hammer ‘01. He ought to know—he is
an associate product manager (APM) at the renowned high-
technology company, working in areas ranging from
Google’s personalized home page to international features
and joining in an unforgettable business trip to Israel and
the Far East.

David, who received his undergraduate degree in computer
science from Harvard University in June 2006, spotted a
posting for Google APMs on a campus career bulletin board
and sent in his resume.“I had always been interested in
working at Google, as I’d long been a fan of their products
(ever since the days of using it in the Maimo library
computers),” he writes in an email,“and I had also heard
wonderful things about how they treated their employees.”
Extensive interviews culminated with an offer that he
accepted.

“Associate product managers serve a wide range of roles at
Google, helping to determine strategy, launch new features,
and coordinate among engineers for many of Google’s
marquee products,” David writes.“Google’s the kind of place
that tries to empower the people with the best ideas,
regardless of where they come from or how much
experience they have. Perhaps more importantly, everybody

at Google’s really happy and passionate. People here really

believe they’re making great products and helping the

world out.”

He notes that “as an APM, Google really invests a lot of time

in your professional development, trying to help shape you

to be a better leader. One of the ways they do this is by

taking the 20 or so first-year APMs on a trip around the

world, visiting various Google offices to learn more about

how international business works.” David was part of that

adventure last summer, visiting Tokyo, Beijing and

Bangalore, as well as Haifa and Tel Aviv.“It was especially

rewarding for me to organize the visit to Israel—to get to

see the country not only through the traditional religious

and cultural lenses but to see it as a vibrant technology

center as well.”

“Each destination taught us lots of different things about

how people live and use technology around the world—

how there are more cellphones in China than there are

people in America, or how websites have to be built differ-

ently for the Japanese market, where typing is more

difficult,” David continues.“You don’t sleep very much—the

whole trip was 14 days long, so you’re trying to make as

much of every moment as you can—but it was incredibly

rewarding and educational.”  

David Hammer ‘01 Savors Google’s Unique Corporate Culture

Yasher koach to Mitch Morrison ‘82
and his wife Leslie, who recently

accepted the Lomed v’Oseh Award

from the Union for Traditional

Judaism, Teaneck, NJ. Mitch volunteers

as editor of the UTJ’s Hagahelet

newsletter and advises the organi-

zation on public relations activities.

Also, a retrospective by Mitch’s

brother, Rabbi Howard Morrison ‘78,
on the championship Red Sox season

and its significance to the Morrison

family was published in a recent

edition of The Canadian Jewish News.

Morrison Family News

Dropping by at a reunion breakfast for the five most recent graduating classes are, from left,

Mrs. Dina Gurevich, Yoseph Gurevich ‘04, Tyler Korff ‘04. Jonathan Packer ‘06, Casey Anis ‘06,

Ezra Waxman ‘06, Aaron Sarna ‘06, Raphy Rosen ‘06, Joseph Wallins ‘04, Daniel Baronofsky ‘04

and Samuel Packer ‘03. The event took place at the school Friday, Nov. 23.
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Maimonides School continues its 70th anniversary efforts to
secure address information for all of its graduates.

The Office of Alumni Relations is unable to send mail to the
following members of the classes of 1975-1984: Jeffrey
Adler ‘83, Estelle (Zicher) Chayim ‘78, Faith Freedman ‘84,
Barry Gershkowitz ‘75, Babak Ghalili ‘81, Kourosh Ghalili ‘79,
Alfred Goldin ‘75, Dr. Roni Grad ‘76, Ian Herman ‘84, Michelle
Hoberman ‘77, Ilan Hochman ‘79, Rachel (Cutter) Kvadrat ‘80,
Philip Levin ‘75, Simon Liberman ‘84, Stuart Maltzman ‘77,
David Mizrachi ‘80, Aliza (Freundlich) Nohi ‘84, Esther Peres

‘79, Naomi (Perlmuter) Polin ‘83, Carmen Rahimi ‘79, Charles
Robinson ‘81, Dina Roizenblit ‘77, Tamar Rosenblum ‘77, Eliot
Rosenfield ‘84, Steven Samuels ‘77, Cheryl Sandler ‘75,
Shoshana (Robinson) Shine ‘83, Alan Swartz ‘77, Cynthia
White ‘77, Nechama (Robinson) Yachad ‘82 and Caroline
Yaghoubzadeh ‘80.

Anyone with information on the whereabouts of any of
these graduates, please contact Mike Rosenberg, Director of
Alumni Relations, at 617-232-4452 x105 or
mike@maimonides.org.

School Seeks Missing Alumni Information from 1975-1984

Raphy Rosen
‘06 has studied
one chapter of
Tanach
beginning with
Bereishit since
11th grade—
almost two-and-
a-half years. On
Friday, Dec. 7 he
is scheduled to
make a siyum
on all of Tanach

following shacharit at the
Columbia/Barnard Hillel near
Columbia University, where he is a
freshman.“I think I will give a short
shiur,” he said in an email.“I will talk a
little bit about doing perek yomi of
Tanach in that it is productive, not
overburdening and essential to my
identification as a Jew.”

Raphy summarized his approach, and
the benefits of the experience.“I
learned the first half (until Yeshayahu)
completely without parshanim in
order to try to analyze the text on my
own, which helps me appreciate the

way the meforshim learned Tanach,”
he explained.“Then, when the
Hebrew became too difficult to
translate on my own, I switched to
Da’at Mikra, a modern Hebrew perush
which incorporates archeology,
history, and classical parshanim.”

Now, he wrote,“I am at least
somewhat familiar with the stories
and laws in the Tanach, something
that is very helpful in a secular
college and in a secular world. Now if
someone quotes a source and
attributes it to the Hebrew Bible, I
can confidently say ‘it doesn’t say
that’ if it doesn’t exist, or be aware if a
statement is out of context and can
contest any unfair points or extrapo-
lations.”

He also has discovered that “I appre-
ciate Gemara more, because when it
quotes pesukim I’m not reading them
in a vacuum.” In addition,“Tanach
enhanced my tefillah now that I can
place the excerpts from Tanach into
the broader context of a story. I also
enjoy keriat haTorah much more

because I can try to identify parallel
stories in the rest of Tanach which
shed light on the parashat
hashavua.”

There’s a more universal lesson as
well, Raphy wrote.“Tanach is the
basis of Judaism and forms the core
of the heritage that connects all Jews
together. Hopefully, being familiar
with the Tanach will give me the
tools to relate to and respect other
Jews of all types. The Tanach certainly
advocates a sense of unity and
destiny common to all of Am Yisrael.”

“Most importantly,” he concluded,“I
feel a much more intimate
connection to HaKadosh Baruch Hu. I
never really learned the ancient
history of the Jews before now.
Seeing the constant chesed and
mechilah that Hashem practiced with
Am Yisrael impacts my relationship
and trust in Hashem in my daily life.”
He added,“I definitely encourage
everyone to give perek yomi of
Tanach a try—Hebrew if you’re able,
or English.”

Recent Graduate Expounds on Completing Perek Yomi of Tanach
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