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CONNECTING MAIMONIDES ALUMNI WORLDWIDE

Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share informa-
tion on individual graduates’ ventures and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of preparing
educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. We invite your information, ideas and feedback—educational, professional
or personal achievements, new business ventures, interesting or unusual experiences, insights on Jewish living and learning, or just greetings.
Please contact us at alumni@maimonides.org.

Michael Schultz ’97 and Max Davis
’99 are the first Maimonides
graduates to receive semicha from
Yeshivat Chovevei Torah in New York.
They were among six musmachim
ordained in ceremonies earlier this
month.

Mike and Max are both graduates of
Harvard University. While at Harvard,
Mike was an officer in the Phillips
Brooks House Association, Harvard’s
community service organization,
then used a post-graduate fellowship
to create the service learning
program at Stern Hebrew High
School in Philadelphia, working with
former Maimonides teacher Rabbi
Moshe Simkovich. Max earned his
bachelor’s degree in urban studies
and has completed coursework for a
master’s in Jewish education at
Yeshiva University’s Azrieli Graduate
School.

Mike interned in Los Angeles,
Baltimore, and at the Educational
Alliance on New York’s Lower East
Side. Max’s resume includes
rabbinical internships in Washington,
DC; Berkeley, CA; and Riker’s Island
Detention Center in New York. Max
was one of two student speakers at
the chag hasmicha, while Mike
received the yeshiva’s Herbert
Lieberman Community Service
Award for his work in New Orleans
with the Jewish Student Union.

Rabbi Schultz reports that he will
be enrolling in a chaplaincy
residency at Columbia
Presbyterian Hospital in New York.
“I’ll be spending about 75 percent
of my time on the floors and the
rest in supervision, didactics, and
group work,” he says.“After my
residency and one year’s work, I’ll
be eligible for chaplaincy certifi-
cation.”

Rabbi Davis and his wife Dalia are
moving to Berkeley, where he will be
the assistant rabbi at Congregation
Beth Israel and will teach Jewish
history to middle schoolers. Dalia will
be running a women’s kollel in its
pilot year. He writes that “we’re both
quite thrilled and we look forward to
the challenges ahead.”

Two Graduates Receive Semicha and Launch Careers in the Rabbinate

Rabbi Max Davis ’99, left,
and Rabbi Michael Schultz ’97

Eight members of the Class of 2006,
joined by a graduate from the
previous year, spent three recent
weeks studying and touring in Israel
as part of a program called Jewish
Learning Exchange.

Matt Creighton, Eli Dubrovin, Sam
Israel, Toby Kuperwaser, Charles
Naggar, Jonathan Packer, Elan
Spitzberg and Ezra Waxman, all

2006 graduates, and Shimmy
Goldish ‘05 were based at Yeshivat
Ohr Somayach in Jerusalem, sponsor
of the program for university-age
men.

“JLE is a fantastic program because it
strives to combine Jewish learning
with active engagement, seeing and
touring the homeland of our
people,” Matt observes.“It is an

experience which compelled us to
intellectually struggle with key
principles of our tradition.”

He adds,“Having a strong contingent
of former Maimonides students
simply demonstrates that the friend-
ships which the school fostered
endure long after graduation.”

Classmates, Friends Meet in Israel for Learning, Touring
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Assembled before the start of the first alumni-varsity baseball game June 22 are, from left, Raphi Wald ’99, Casey Anis ’06, Joe Itkis ’06,
Sam Packer ’03, Yechiel Robinson ’01, Zach Weiner ’06, Mo Klausner ’06, Jeremy Salzberg ’05, Avishai Gebler ’04, Noam Hassenfeld  ’07,

and Joe Siev ’04. Also taking part were Nate Jaret ’07 and Ari Short ’07.

The endowment campaign in memory
of Rabbi Isaiah Wohlgemuth, z”l, is
under way, so far exclusively aimed at
graduates from the first senior class in
1953 through 1997. Rabbi
Wohlgemuth’s Maimonides career
began in 1945, and he retired in 1997.

Contributions will endow an Upper
School Beurei HaTefilla curriculum,
restoring the classes that for hundreds
of alumni provided not only fond
memories but also a foundation for
meaningful prayer. In their tributes to
Rabbi Wohlgemuth, graduates have
written that the class was “life
changing” and “opened my eyes to

tefillah.” One alumna declared that
now,“we carry within ourselves the
means to enrich and perfect our tefillot
and possess the ability to inspire
future generations.” Preparations are
continuing so that weekly classes can
begin in September.

Almost 75 contributions have already
been received from alumni, as well as a
few leadership-level gifts from friends
of the school who learned about the
campaign in school publications. Later
this summer, the school will expand
the campaign, reaching out to parents
of alumni, recent graduates and other
former students.

Most graduates between 1953 and
1997 have received a pledge card. If
you would like another, or more details
on the campaign and plans for the
endowment, write to
alumni@maimonides.org or call 617-
232-4452, ext. 105. Contributions to
the endowment may be sent to the
school at 34 Philbrick Road, Brookline,
MA 02445. A gift of $250 or more will
be recognized with a set of compact
discs presenting much of Rabbi
Wohlgemuth’s 1989 adult education
course on tefilla.

Scores of Alumni Respond to School’s New Endowment Campaign
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Michael Teplow ’79 writes from Israel about receiving a
recent e-mail with an unusual request:

“There is a resident of Tel Aviv who is interested in trans-
lating a book he recently found written in 1695 by a
gentleman called Rilandi. The book is written in Latin and
describes Rilandi’s tour of Palestine in 1695.”

The book is significant, Michael relates, because, as
explained to him, it helps prove that the Muslim presence
in the Holy Land was quite weak until 1695.

“I have fond memories of my two years of Latin at
Maimonides, taught by David Miller, who was a well-
known Latin scholar, and who also taught at Boston
Latin,” Michael writes, adding,“I remember on Erev
Pesach, he would teach us how to say Ma Nishtana in
Latin.”

Since Latin is no longer part of the Maimonides
curriculum, he hopes fellow alumni can help him find
someone who would be interested in assisting in this
translation project. Michael can be reached at his law
office, 972-3-686-9560, or teplow@zahav.net.il.

Alumnus Seeks Latin Scholar for Translation Project

The class of 2008, Maimonides
School’s largest graduating class,
included the granddaughter of a
member of the Class of 1964, as well
as three children of alumni.

Fiona Guedalia, granddaughter of
Ellen Gordon ’64, was one of 60
seniors to receive diplomas on June
15. Other seniors who are children of
alumni parents are Doron
Bloomfield, son of Samuel
Bloomfield ’75; Eitan Katz, son of
Naty Katz ’73; and Meira Lerner,
daughter of Sharon Epstein Lerner
’81.

The Class of 2008—the 56th high
school class to graduate—brings the
total number of Maimonides School
alumni to 1,589.

In his remarks to the graduates,
Rabbi Yair Altshuler, Middle and
Upper School principal, noted that

the “oneness” of God “has to tie, and
not to separate, the ‘Modern’ from
the ‘Orthodox’, the madda from the
Torah. Therefore we don’t have one
figure of the ‘Ideal Maimonides
graduate’ and we try to offer our
students a leeway of opportunities
and a range of experiences, in the
limits of our Halacha, and from them
everyone should choose the way
that fits them the most.”

Student speakers were Eliezer
Zimble, Hebrew valedictorian; Dvora
Toren, whose English essay was
chosen from among several
submitted; and Jonathan Fisher and
Max Levy, who read excerpts from
the writings of the Rambam.

More than 45 of the seniors plan to
defer undergraduate matriculation
so they can spend the coming
academic year enrolled in study and
other programming in Israel.

Newest Alumni Include Granddaughter of 1964 Graduate

Fiona Guedalia ’08,
granddaughter of Ellen Gordon ’64


