
Kol Bogrei Rambam
April 2009 ~ Nisan/Iyar 5769

Page 1 of 3

CONNECTING MAIMONIDES ALUMNI WORLDWIDE

Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share information on
individual graduates’ ventures and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of preparing educated, obser-
vant Jews to be contributing members of society. We invite your information, ideas and feedback—educational, professional or personal achieve-
ments, new business ventures, interesting or unusual experiences, insights on Jewish living and learning, or just greetings. Please contact us at 
alumni@maimonides.org.

Yitzi Zisblatt ’05 says “two
conflicting thoughts popped into my
head” when he was screened for the
Gift of Life Bone Marrow Registry:
“First, they are never going to call me,
and second, maybe I can be that gift
and save someone’s life. I can be that
gift my teacher never got.”

Inspired by his eighth grade English
teacher, Sharon Steiff, z”l, Yitzi has
presented the gift of life to a leukemia
victim by donating stem cells that can
replenish bone marrow. If the
recipient agrees, the two will meet for
the first time next February, a year
after the donation. Miss Steiff,
diagnosed with leukemia in 2002,
passed away in January 2004.

Yitzi, an undergraduate at Yeshiva
University, was screened in March of
2007 at Yeshiva Yesodei HaTorah in
Beit Shemesh (where Rabbi Scott
Kahn ’88, who also knew Miss Steiff, is
founding rosh yeshiva). Eight months
later, he said, he was called about a
potential match, but that was a false
alarm. Then last November the
registry contacted him again.“They
said they need me to donate stem
cells,” a process that can engender the
same lifesaving results as a bone
marrow transplant.

He shared the plan only with family,
some teachers and close friends.

“There were a ton of times I had
doubts,” he acknowledged.“You
always need someone to push you
through. For me, I had Miss Steiff.”

After completing medical history
forms, blood testing and a physical
examination, Yitzi checked into
Boston’s Dana Farber Cancer Institute
on Feb. 2 and was connected to an
apheresis machine.

“I had an IV in each arm. The one near
my left elbow pulled the blood out,
then through the apheresis machine,
which filtered out the stem cells, and
then put the rest of the blood back in
my body through my right hand.” He
was connected for six hours, his left
arm immobilized, as he watched
movies to pass the time.

Yitzi said he was back in class at YU in
three days, requiring only pain
medication. A few weeks later, he
participated in a panel at a special
convocation to promote screening for
the Registry. He told the assembly,
“The ability to save someone’s life is
not something you get every day; I
could give that gift my teacher never
got… Do you know why these people
still have the courage to fight each
and every day, even though they
know they have to rely on a miracle?
It’s hope. Hope that someone in this
room who is not on the registry

decides to sign up and become that
match they are hoping for, become
that miracle. They need people our
age in the Registry.”

Maimonides School seniors now are
given the opportunity for Gift of Life
Registry screening in the school each
spring, under a program endowed by
the Osband Family in memory of Dr.
Michael Osband, z”l.

In retrospect, Yitzi observed,“Even if
you don’t think you could go through
with [the donation], you’re surprised
what happens when you get a call
saying you’re someone’s last hope.”

Yitzi, who grew up in Sharon, is a
biology major who hopes to attend
dental school.

2005 Graduate Donates “The Gift My Teacher Never Got”

Yitzi Zisblatt ’05
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Film Engenders Panelists’ Reflections on the Rav

A panel of experts shared insights on
Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik’s relation-
ship with the school he established
during a recent program that followed
a screening of the documentary Lonely
Man of Faith sponsored by the
Maimonides Alumni Council.

Rabbi Reuven Cohn ’65 and Daniel
Langermann ’69 are members of
families with connections to Rabbi
Soloveitchik that date back to the
school’s formative years.Rabbi Abraham
Shonfeld,father and grandfather of
alumni,was a faculty member of
Maimonides during the 1940s and ‘50s
(both alumni on the panel were his
students),and Charles Weinstein,father of
two graduates,has served on the Board
of Directors for almost a half-century.

More than 100 people gathered in S.
Joseph Solomont Synagogue to watch
the film,hear the presentations and ask
questions.The screening was only the
second in the Boston area since the
documentary was released in
November 2006.The film was produced
by Ethan Isenberg,with Josh Blechner
’99 serving as chief of research.

“I would say that Rabbi Soloveitchik felt
that his proudest accomplishment was
Maimonides School,”said Rabbi Cohn.
“That’s not something that I could have
assessed until I got to New York and
was a student at Yeshiva University, and
realized how much he had to
overcome to create Maimonides. He
thought he had created a prototype
for building American Jews.”

The evidence is in Newton,said Rabbi
Shonfeld,who left Maimonides in 1962
to become cantor at Congregation Beth
El-Atereth Israel.“When I first moved
there,if you saw a boy in a yarmulke,you
knew it was the rabbi’s son or grandson.

Now when I walk home from shul I find
hundreds of boys and girls,and they all
study at Maimonides.”

“At the time we went to Maimonides,the
Rav’s presence was very visible,”said Mr.
Langermann,one of four siblings with a
diploma from the school.“You’d be out in
the hallway and the Rav would be there.
The Rav would make surprise visits to the
classes.It has been interesting to see,from
the beginning,the Rav’s involvement in
hiring faculty,supervising faculty.”

Today,Mr.Langermann continued,
people such as his youngest daughter
Malka ’09 have a different kind of
relationship—“things they’ve heard
about the Rav,from people who’ve heard
about the Rav.”But the principle upon
which he founded the school is still
paramount—“to excel in the real word is
to excel as a Jew as well.”

Rabbi Cohn, Maimonides Jewish
history teacher and son of Principal
Emeritus M.J. Cohn, z”l, referred to “the
two people that were Rabbi
Soloveitchik”—Boston and New York.
“We got the ‘real’Rabbi Soloveitchik in
Boston. In Boston he indeed was not
lonely… He loved the openness of
Boston.”Mr. Langermann also shared
recollections of the Rav’s “association
with the summer community in
Onset,”where “he was utterly relaxed.”

Mr.Weinstein recalled the scene at
Maimonides each Shabbat between
mincha and ma’ariv, when Rabbi
Soloveitchik would take questions.
“That was a most visible presence in
the community,”Mr. Langermann
agreed, adding that his motz’ei Shabbat
shiurim in Saval Auditorium were
“electrifying… an amazing thing to
witness so many people listening to a
unique perspective on Torah.”

Atara (Sendor) Eis ’99 is profiled in a
special section of the May 1 New York
Jewish Week highlighting “three dozen
forward-thinking young people who are
helping to remake the Jewish
community.”

According to the article, Atara “advises
women who are members of nine
synagogues in Manhattan about the
sensitive issues of taharat hamishpacha
(Jewish family purity laws). She is one of
only three women in the United States
who do this; they’re called yoatzot
halacha.”The paper says that Atara, a
graduate of the Keren Ariel Program run
by Nishmat, lives in Bala Cynwyd, PA and
commutes to Manhattan one weekend
every month.

While in New York, she delivers between
two and four classes with the goal of
increasing women’s comfort with, and
knowledge of, these laws. After devel-
oping relationships with these women,
they are more likely to call or email her
with questions. Atara told the reporter,
“My hope is that through my work as a
yoetzet, I am enhancing relationships—
between husbands and wives, between
women and the Jewish legal system, and
ultimately, between couples and God.”

The story also noted that “in high school,
she used to be compared to Jim Henson’s
character, Don Music.”

The “36 Under 36” Jewish Week section
features men and women who are
“raising our eco-IQs, blazing new religious
paths, reaching beyond national borders
to do good, and creating new enclaves of
non-native Jews here.”

Maimonides Graduate
Named One of Jewish
Week’s "36 Under 36"
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Alumni Here and There…

Ezra Segal ’96 has launched
“Maimonides School Alumni,” a new
group on the professional networking
site “LinkedIn.” Ezra says he started the
group “to promote networking among
former Maimonides students on one
of the fastest growing and most
prevalent websites for professionals
from all disciplines.”The group needs
to build “critical mass,” Ezra says, so he
encourages all alumni who are
LinkedIn members (or thinking about
joining LinkedIn) to join.“In addition to
just being a great way to reconnect
and stay connected to former class-
mates, I believe it is imperative,
especially in the current recession, that
people use their available networks to
either find jobs or business opportu-
nities,” he said. Ezra has been working
in investment banking since gradu-
ating from Brandeis University in 2000,
and was most recently an associate
director at Barclays Capital.

Ezra’s classmate Rabbi Yaakov
(Jeff) Weiss, a resident in pastoral
counseling at Nebraska Medical Center
in Omaha, was profiled in a recent
feature story on the “Heartland Proud”
segment of local television station
KPTM. Before arriving in the Heartland,
Yaakov was rabbi of the Beth Israel
Synagogue in Halifax, NS for about a
year.

Works by Menachem Wecker ’01
are featured in an exhibit of the Jewish
Art Salon titled “Tzelem: Likeness and
Presence in Jewish Art.”The exhibit is

displayed at the Stanton Street
Synagogue on New York’s Lower East
Side through May 17.“My own work in
the show will be a three-piece series
on the ‘Wandering Jew,’ particularly
examining a strategy for liberating the
propagandistic aspects of the symbol
and turning them into an affirmative
cultural symbol,” said Menachem, who
is a writer on religion and art.

Nothing like getting a head start.
Three members of the Class of 1972
have begun discussing the possibility
of a 40-year reunion in 2012. Malka
Livneh (Marilyn Oppenheim) said
she and Marilyn (Zicher) Kramer,
both of whom live in Israel, and
Shayna Heller (Bonnie Leeder) of
Silver Spring, MD “would also like to
also invite those who ‘got away’ —
who didn’t graduate with us but were
certainly part of our class.” Classmates
are encouraged to share their
thoughts at any or all of the following
addresses: mmlivneh@gmail.com,
markrame@yahoo.com and shayna-
heller@gmail.com.

Veronika Blinder ’06 is busy
applying to medical schools, but not
too busy to release her second album
of classical cello selections.“The first
four tracks are the Handel Sonata for
Two Cellos and Piano. It was recorded
live at a concert in honor of my grand-
mother, and I played with my
husband, playing the second cello,
and my mother, playing the piano,”
Nika said.“The last four tracks are the

Rachmaninoff Cello Sonata, with my
mother on the piano.”

Nika minors in music at Wellesley
College, where she is a senior,“and I
very much hope to continue playing
for the rest of my life — with the
understanding that medical school
might call for a small hiatus.” Her
husband Sergey Antonov is a profes-
sional cellist,“so I feel like I’ll be
surrounded with cello my whole life,
which brings me great joy!”The CD is
$10 and is available by contacting Nika
(v.blinder@gmail.com) with your
address, or through DigStation:
http://www.digstation.com/
ArtistAlbums.aspx?artistname=
VeronikaBlinder. She expects it soon
will be available on iTunes and
CDBaby.

Veronika Blinder ’06
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