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Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share information on
individual graduates’ ventures and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of preparing educated, obser-
vant Jews to be contributing members of society. We invite your information, ideas and feedback—educational, professional or personal achieve-
ments, new business ventures, interesting or unusual experiences, insights on Jewish living and learning, or just greetings. Please contact us at 
alumni@maimonides.org.

Joel Mael ’75, vice chairman of the
Florida Marlins, stopped by his alma
mater during the team’s recent series
at Fenway Park to renew acquain-
tances with veteran teachers and
recount his odyssey from
Maimonides classrooms to the
executive suites of Major League
Baseball.

Joel, a graduate of Yeshiva University
with an MBA from Harvard, has
known Marlins principal owner
Jeffrey Loria since 1991.“We worked
together for eight years trying to buy
a baseball franchise” before Loria
purchased the Montreal Expos, he
related. Then in 2001, Loria acquired
the Marlins. The team won the World
Series in 2003; Joel showed
Maimonides students the champi-
onship ring he has been wearing ever
since.

Baseball responsibilities are part-time
for Joel, who lives in Lawrence, NY
and maintains his primary profession
in real estate and finance. Still, he is
the expert on real estate and devel-
opment for the team’s brain trust. Joel
says he has been “very involved” in
the seven years of planning for the
Marlins’ new all-weather stadium,

proposed for the site of the demol-
ished Orange Bowl in Miami. The
franchise now has the lowest average
attendance in Major League Baseball,
thanks in large part to Miami’s hot,
humid weather and almost daily
rainfall. The Marlins are counting on
the stadium project to change that
dubious distinction.

(Joel noted, however, that he will not
be present at the stadium ground-
breaking ceremony, as he will be in
Israel representing Major League
Baseball at the Maccabi Games.) 

Joel converses with the team
president and principal owner several
times daily, travels to Florida twice a
month, attends about 60 games a
season, and participates in internal
trade talks.“My involvement in
personnel decisions is from a
financial point of view,” he stressed,
adding with a smile,“I don’t know a
two-seam fastball from a four-seam
fastball.”

When a parent of a senior inquired
about the prospects for Maimonides
graduates in the profession of sports
management, Joel acknowledged
that there are few shomer Shabbat
employees in team offices.“The real

scarcity of good
people in the sports field is in sales
and marketing,” he said, suggesting
pursuing an MBA in that field, or an
entry-level job in the industry right
out of college.

1975 Graduate Visits Fenway to Watch His Team—the Florida Marlins

Joel Mael ’75



Kol Bogrei Rambam
May 2009 ~ Iyar/Sivan 5769

Page 2 of 3

CONNECTING MAIMONIDES ALUMNI WORLDWIDE

Shared Visit to Painful Exhibit Elicits a Unique Dialogue

Dr. Chana Weiner ’00 and her mother,
Dr. Hedy Wald, have co-authored a
photo essay of their shared impres-
sions after touring the "Deadly
Medicine: Creating the Master Race”
exhibit at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial
Museum.The 10-page presentation
appears in the current issue of Ars
Medica, a Toronto-based literary journal
that explores the interface between
the arts and medicine.

The essay "was written as a dialogue
between us, blending personal and
professional, medical educator and
new physician, mother-daughter, and
child of survivor-granddaughter of sur-
vivor,” Dr.Wald observed. "We both
hope it will help publicize the need for
a medical school curriculum compo-
nent on the Holocaust and Medicine to
help physicians understand the poten-
tial for abuse of power through the
study of history."

Chana wrote some of her impressions
in the essay: "I am entering the medical
profession and am now filled with
despair as I acknowledge the active
role of the German medical commu-

nity in this abuse of a vulnerable popu-
lation… I cannot help but compare
and contrast the emphasis in my own
medical education on properly obtain-
ing informed consent in patient care…
The discomfort that we experience
when confronting such history, as I
experience today, can mold us as more
thoughtful future physicians and fuel
us with the energy to more closely
examine our patient interactions and
medical decisions."

Chana, who recently received her M.D.
from Robert Wood Johnson Medical
School in New Jersey, said, "Even in this
day and age, there are still so many
ethical issues in medicine.There is so
much emphasis in medical education
now on the patients’ making informed
decisions for themselves.” The exhibit
"made me think a lot about whether it
ever would be possible for something
like that to happen again. I truly feel it
could not happen again. But I still think
it’s really important to have the knowl-
edge of the history."

The experience at the museum, she
said in the dialogue, brought home

"the unique and pervasive role of the
medical profession in fueling eugenics,
forced sterilization and genocide in the
Holocaust."

Chana plans to pursue a career in pedi-
atric hematology-oncology after com-
pleting a pediatrics residency at Mount
Sinai Medical Center in Manhattan. A
few weeks ago she donated stem cells
on behalf of a 73-year-old leukemia
patient, after being contacted by a
national bone marrow registry. "It was
really amazing for me, because I want
to do a hematology-oncology fellow-
ship. I felt like by giving stem cells, I will
probably be doing as much for a
patient as I’ll ever do as a professional.”

A Shul on the Cape

Eli Hauser ’77 reminds summer visitors
that Beth Israel Onset Cape Cod
Synagogue is open for its 61st summer
season. "We have Shabbos and weekly
minyanim throughout the summer,” he
reports. "We are located right on the
water, and there are hotels and cottages
for rent, as well as miles of warm water
beaches. We are located within an hour
of Newton and Brookline, at the start of
the Cape just before the Bourne Bridge.”
See www.capecodshul.org for more
information.

Alumnae Breaking New Ground in the Gym

Michal Fuld ’06, Claudine
(Cohen) Grossman ’91, Tamar
Kram ’06, Jennifer (Kosowsky)
Michaelson ’85 and Mickey
Blechner Nyer ’02 broke new
ground in Maimonides School
athletics on June 21. They repre-
sented women’s basketball in the
first varsity-alumnae game. The
varsity was victorious,“and I think
fun was had by all. Everyone
expressed interest in continuing
this as a yearly tradition,” said Jen.

She told the high school girls after
the game that “for me it’s actually
so exciting to see how talented
the girls’ team is today. When I
played on the first Maimo team in
the early ’80s, we had no gym and
we didn’t even play any games in
the first season or two. By my
senior year we were playing about
four away games a year, and I’m
not even sure if we won any of
our games. So it’s so nice to see
how great the girls’ team is now.”

Dr. Chana Weiner ’00 and Dr. Hedy Wald
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Rabbi Dr. Marc Gopin ’75 believes
that “the safest thing to happen to
Israel is a détente or peace treaty
between Iran and the United States,
ending over half a century of a disas-
trous relationship. A treaty between
the United States and Iran will
undercut the arguments of the
extreme right in Iran to push their
nuclear program into weapons devel-
opment.”

Marc, whose book To Make the Earth
Whole: The Art of Citizen Diplomacy in
An Age of Religious Militancy was
published last month by Rowman
and Littlefield, is the James Laue
Professor and Director of Center for
World Religions, Diplomacy and
Conflict Resolution at the Institute for
Conflict Analysis and Resolution at
George Mason University in Fairfax,
VA.

Iran, he said, has “a long historical
tradition of religious pluralism. The
country is rich in thought, art, poetry,
mysticism and high learning that will
make it one of the great beacons of
modern Islamic civilization once the
radical revolution of 1979 runs its
course.”

For the last five years, Marc noted, he
has been working behind the scenes
to improve American relations with
Syria.“I did this work as a peace-
maker, but never hid the fact that I
was a rabbi,” he said.“I can say
without a doubt that if my Syrian
partners and I could pull off amazing

progress in Syrian/American relations
then there are certainly inroads to be
made in Iran. Both countries are anti-
Israel at the present time, but not
anti-Jewish. And the attitude to Israel
could change overnight if President
Obama can generate significant
progress in the Palestinian/Israeli
relationship.”

“Does this mean that the Iranian
Revolutionary Guard, and the
president of Iran are not dangerous?
No. It is unfortunate that the country
is staking its defense and national
pride on the development of nuclear
power, and a nuclear bomb. All the
more reason to aggressively engage
them now.”

Rabbi Gopin reflected that his Jewish
education was a source of inner
strength “when I was confronted by
difficult and sometimes dangerous
people. I would think back again and
again to the rabbinic texts I had
studied in school, and I would repeat
them like mantras. ’Who is a hero? He
who can conquer his worst impulses.
Who is a hero? He who can turn an
enemy into a friend.’ I would think of
the principles of teshuvah, and I
would embrace them as a cultural
ambassador, while provoking them in
others.”

The image of Rabbi Isaiah
Wohlgemuth, z"l, esteemed limudei
kodesh teacher from 1945-1997,“has
been central to my work,” said Marc,
“and it will be central to a Jewish

community that wants to thrive in
the 21st Century.It embodies the
nobility of true Jewish survival, which
is through kindness and respect,
insightful analysis and dignified
engagement with a difficult world.
We cannot always control a
dangerous world, but we can always
guarantee our future if we cultivate
our place in the world with our
spiritual nature intact.”

He observed that “Chazal under-
stood—just as Sun Tzu had in his Art
of War—that the greatest victories,
the greatest acts of true valor, entail
winning without ever fighting, entail
turning enemies into friends. That is
what I have been doing for 25 years,
and it has been an amazing journey,
some of which I describe in my latest
book.”

Engagement the Best Route to Iran, According to One Alumnus

Rabbi Dr. Marc Gopin ’75


