Fantasy, Science Fiction
Uglies, Scott Westerberg - Everybody gets to be supermodel gorgeous. What could
be wrong with that? Tally is about to turn sixteen, and she can't wait. Not for her
license -- for turning pretty. In Tally's world, your sixteenth birthday brings an
operation that turns you from a repellent ugly into a stunningly attractive pretty and
catapults you into a high-tech paradise where your only job is to have a really great
time. In just a few weeks Tally will be there. But Tally's new friend Shay isn't sure she
wants to be pretty. She'd rather risk life on the outside. When Shay runs away, Tally
learns about a whole new side of the pretty world -- and it isn't very pretty. The
authorities offer Tally the worst choice she can imagine: find her friend and turn her
in, or never turn pretty at all. The choice Tally makes changes her world forever.
The Martian Chronicles, Ray Bradbury - Leaving behind a world on the brink of
destruction, man came to the Red Planet and found the Martians waiting, dreamlike.
Seeking the promise of a new beginning, man brought with him his oldest fears and
his deepest desires. Man conquered Mars--and in that instant, Mars conquered him.
The strange new world with its ancient, dying race and vast, red-gold deserts cast a
spell on him, settled into his dreams, and changed him forever. Here are the
captivating chronicles of man and Mars--the modern classic by the peerless Ray
Bradbury.
The Age of Miracles, Karen Thompson Walker - On a seemingly ordinary Saturday in
a California suburb, Julia and her family awake to discover, along with the rest of the
world, that the rotation of the earth has suddenly begun to slow. The days and nights
grow longer, gravity is affected, and the environment is thrown into disarray.
Struggling to navigate an ever-shifting landscape, Julia copes with the normal issues
of everyday life. As she adjusts to the new normal, the slowing inexorably continues.
Toys Go Out, Emily Jenkins - Lumphy is a stuffed buffalo. StingRay is a stuffed
stingray. And Plastic... well, Plastic isn't quite sure what she is. They all belong to the
Little Girl who lives on the high bed with the fluffy pillows. Together is best for these
three best friends. Together they look things up in the dictionary, explore the
basement, and argue about the meaning of life. And together they face dogs, school,
television commercials, the vastness of the sea and the terrifying bigness of the
washing machine.
The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane, Kate DiCamillo - Once, in a house on
Egypt Street, there lived a china rabbit named Edward Tulane. The rabbit was very
pleased with himself, and for good reason: he was owned by a girl named Abilene,
who treated him with the utmost care and adored him completely. And then, one
day, he was lost. Kate DiCamillo takes us on an extraordinary journey, and along the
way, we are shown a true miracle -- that even a heart of the most breakable kind can
learn to love, to lose, and to love again.
Bridge to Terabithia, Katherine Paterson - This Newbery Medal-winning novel by
bestselling author Katherine Paterson is a modern classic of friendship and loss. Jess
Aarons has been practicing all summer so he can be the fastest runner in the fifth
grade. And he almost is, until the new girl in school, Leslie Burke, outpaces him. The
two become fast friends and spend most days in the woods behind Leslie's house,
where they invent an enchanted land called Terabithia. One morning, Leslie goes to

Terabithia without Jess and a tragedy occurs. It will take the love of his family and
the strength that Leslie has given him for Jess to be able to deal with his grief.
Elsewhere, Gabrielle Zevin - Is it possible to grow up while getting younger?
Welcome to Elsewhere. It is warm, with a breeze, and the beaches are marvelous. It's
quiet and peaceful. You can't get sick or any older. Curious to see new paintings by
Picasso? Swing by one of Elsewhere's museums. Need to talk to someone about your
problems? Stop by Marilyn Monroe's psychiatric practice. Elsewhere is where fifteenyear-old Liz Hall ends up, after she has died. It is a place so like Earth, yet completely
different. Here Liz will age backward from the day of her death until she becomes a
baby again and returns to Earth. But Liz wants to turn sixteen, not fourteen again.
She wants to get her driver's license. She wants to graduate from high school and go
to college. And now that she's dead, Liz is being forced to live a life she doesn't want
with a grandmother she has only just met. And it is not going well. How can Liz let go
of the only life she has ever known and embrace a new one?

Historical Fiction
Blood on the River, Elisa Carbone - Twelve-year-old Samuel Collier is a lowly
commoner on the streets of London. So when he becomes the page of Captain John
Smith and boards the ship the Susan Constant, bound for the New World, he can't
believe his good fortune. He's heard that gold washes ashore with every tide. But
beginning with the stormy journey and his first contact with the native people, he
realizes that the New World is nothing like he had ever imagined. The lush Virginia
shore where they establish the colony of Jamestown is both beautiful and forbidding,
and it's hard to know who's a friend or foe. As he learns the language of the
Algonquin Indians and observes Captain Smith's wise diplomacy, Samuel begins to
see that he can be whoever he wants to be in this new land.
My Brother Sam is Dead, James Lincoln Collier and Christopher Collier - The classic
story of one family torn apart by the Revolutionary War. All his life, Tim Meeker has
looked up to his brother Sam. Sam's smart and brave -- and is now a part of the
American Revolution. Not everyone in town wants to be a part of the rebellion. Most
are supporters of the British -- including Tim and Sam's father. With the war soon
raging, Tim knows he'll have to make a choice -- between the Revolutionaries and
the Redcoats . . . and between his brother and his father.
The Watsons Go to Birmingham – 1963, Christopher Paul Curtis - A wonderful
middle-grade novel narrated by Kenny, 9, about his middle-class black family, the
Weird Watsons of Flint, Michigan. When Kenny's 13-year-old brother, Byron, gets to
be too much trouble, they head South to Birmingham to visit Grandma, the one
person who can shape him up. And they happen to be in Birmingham when
Grandma's church is blown up.
Catherine, Called Birdy, Karen Cushman - In 1290, her fourteenth year, Catherine
begins a diary that quickly fills with the irrepressible joys & frustrations of her days.
Birdy's lively writing is sprinkled with the vivid details of life in medieval England.

Across Five Aprils, Irene Hunt - The Newbery Award winning author of Up a Road
Slowly presents the unforgettable story of Jethro Creighton--a brave boy who comes
of age during the turbulent years of the Civil War.

Johnny Tremain, Esther Forbes - Johnny Tremain, a young apprentice silversmith, is
caught up in the danger and excitement of 1775 Boston, just before the
Revolutionary War. Johnny can't help but be swept along by the powerful currents
that will lead to the Boston Tea Party and the Battle of Lexington. But even more
gripping than living through the drama of Revolutionary Boston is the important
discovery Johnny makes in his own life.
Nightjohn, Gary Paulson - Sarny Sarny, a female slave at the Waller plantation, first
sees Nightjohn when he is brought there with a rope around his neck, his body
covered in scars. He had escaped north to freedom, but he came back--came back to
teach reading. Knowing that the penalty for reading is dismemberment Nightjohn
still retumed to slavery to teach others how to read. And twelve-year-old Sarny is
willing to take the risk to learn. Set in the 1850s, Gary Paulsen's groundbreaking new
novel is unlike anything else the award-winning author has written. It is a
meticulously researched, historically accurate, and artistically crafted portrayal of a
grim time in our nation's past, brought to light through the personal history of two
unforgettable characters.
Arthur, High King of Britain, Michael Mopurgo - King Arthur himself retells some of
the most famous legends of the passionate and courageous Knights of the Round
Table, including Guinevere and Sir Launcelot, Gawain and the Green Knight, and
Tristram and Iseult, among others. Readers will be completely drawn into the magic,
chivalry, courage, and mystery of the world of Arthur and the Knights of the Round
Table.
The Book Thief, Markus Zusak - It's just a small story really, about among other
things: a girl, some words, an accordionist, some fanatical Germans, a Jewish fistfighter, and quite a lot of thievery. . . . Set during World War II in Germany, Markus
Zusak's groundbreaking new novel is the story of Liesel Meminger, a foster girl living
outside of Munich. Liesel scratches out a meager existence for herself by stealing
when she encounters something she can't resist-books. With the help of her
accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read and shares her stolen books with
her neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the Jewish man hidden in her
basement before he is marched to Dachau. This is an unforgettable story about the
ability of books to feed the soul.
Lyddie, Katherine Paterson - When Lyddie and her younger brother are hired out as
servants to help pay off their family farm's debts, Lyddie is determined to find a way
to reunite her family once again. Hearing about all the money a girl can make
working in the textile mills in Lowell, Massachusetts, she makes her way there, only
to find that her dreams of returning home may never come true.
The Invention of Hugo Cabret, Brian Selznick - Caldecott Honor artist Brian Selznick's
lavishly illustrated debut novel is a cinematic tour de force not to be missed. Orphan,
clock keeper, and thief, Hugo lives in the walls of a busy Paris train station, where his
survival depends on secrets and anonymity. But when his world suddenly interlocks
with an eccentric, bookish girl and a bitter old man who runs a toy booth in the
station, Hugo's undercover life, and his most precious secret, are put in jeopardy. A

cryptic drawing, a treasured notebook, a stolen key, a mechanical man, and a hidden
message from Hugo's dead father form the backbone of this intricate, tender, and
spellbinding mystery.

Coming-of-Age Tales
Nothing But the Truth, Avi - Patriotism or practical joke? Ninth-grade student Philip
Malloy was suspended from school for singing along to “The Star-Spangled Banner”
in his homeroom, causing what his teacher, Margaret Narwin, called "a disturbance."
But was he standing up for his patriotic ideals, only to be squelched by the school
system? Was Ms. Narwin simply trying to be a good teacher? Or could it all be just a
misunderstanding gone bad -- very bad? What is the truth here? Can it ever be
known? Heroism, hoax, or mistake, what happened at Harrison High changes
everything for everyone in ways no one -- least of all Philip -- could have ever
predicted.
Al Capone Does My Shirts, Gennifer Choldenko - Moose Flannagan moves with his
family to Alcatraz so his dad can work as a prison guard and his sister, Natalie, can
attend a special school. But Natalie has autism, and when she's denied admittance to
the school, the stark setting of Alcatraz begins to unravel the tenuous coping
mechanisms Moose's family has used for dealing with her disorder. When Moose
meets Piper, the cute daughter of the Warden, he knows right off she's trouble. But
she's also strangely irresistible. All Moose wants to do is protect Natalie, live up to
his parents' expectations, and stay out of trouble. But on Alcatraz, trouble is never
very far away.
The View From Saturday, E.L. Konigsburg - Meet the Souls -- Noah, who quite by
accident was best man at the wedding of Ethan's grandmother and Nadia's
grandfather -- Nadia, a hybrid with a halo of red hair, a dog that's a genius, and a
fondness for baby turtles -- Ethan, the silent second son of one of Epiphany's oldest
families, who discovers he likes halos -- Julian, the strangest person on the school
bus, who starts everything by inviting the others to a tea party. How did Mrs. Olinski,
returning to teaching ten years after being paralyzed in an automobile accident,
choose these four to be her sixth-grade Academic Bowl team? And how did this
unlikely foursome become even unlikelier champions, in far more than just the state
middle school competition?
A Day No Pigs Would Die, Robert Newton Peck - Out of a rare American tradition
comes this haunting novel of a Vermont farm boyhood. In the daily round of his
thirteenth year, as the seasons turn and the farm is tended, the boy becomes a man.
That is all, and it is everything. The boy is mauled by Apron, the neighbor's ailing cow
whom he helps, alone, to give birth. The grateful farmer brings him a gift -- a
newborn pig.
The Gospel According to Larry, Janet Tashjian - Josh Swensen is not your average 17year-old. At the age of two, he was figuring out algebraic equations with colored
magnetic numbers. He is a prodigy who only wants to make the world a better place.
Josh's wish comes true when his virtual alter ego, Larry, becomes a huge media
sensation. Larry has his own Web site where he posts sermons on anti-consumerism
and has a large following of adults and teens. Meanwhile, Larry's identity is a mystery
to everyone. While it seems as if the whole world is trying to figure out Larry's true

identity, Josh feels trapped inside his own creation. What will happen to the world,
and to Larry, if he is exposed?
The Schwa Was Here, Neal Shusterman - Anthony, also known as "Antsy," is
fascinated by "The Schwa Effect"--the fact that no one ever sees Calvin Schwa. Even
when acting weird and dressed like a total freak, The Schwa is only barely noticed.
The two boys form a partnership and get away with all kinds of mischief, from
conducting experiments at school to confounding opponents on the basketball court.
When The Schwa senses that even Antsy is beginning to lose sight of him, he vows to
do something that will make him so visible, no one will ever forget him. Any kid
who's ever felt unnoticed will identify with Schwa and Antsy and their quest for
notoriety.
Wonder, R.J. Palacio - August Pullman was born with a facial deformity that, up until
now, prevented him from going to a mainstream school. Starting 5th grade at
Beecher Prep, he wants nothing more than to be treated as an ordinary kid-- but his
classmates can't get past Auggie's extraordinary face. Wonder begins from Auggie's
point of view, but soon many perspectives converge in a portrait of one community's
struggle with empathy, compassion, and acceptance.
Millicent Min, Girl Genius, Lisa Yee - Millicent Min is having a bad summer. Her
fellow high school students hate her for setting the curve. Her fellow 11-year-olds
hate her for going to high school. And her mother has arranged for her to tutor
Stanford Wong, the poster boy for Chinese geekdom. But then Millie meets Emily.
Emily doesn't know Millicent's IQ score. She actually thinks Millie is cool. And if Millie
can hide her awards, ignore her grandmother's advice, swear her parents to silence,
blackmail Stanford, and keep all her lies straight, she just might make her first friend.
What's it going to take? Sheer genius.
Seedfolks, Paul Fleischman - A vacant lot, rat-infested and filled with garbage, looked
like no place for a garden. Especially to a neighborhood of strangers where no one
seems to care. Until one day, a young girl clears a small space and digs into the hardpacked soil to plant her precious bean seeds. Suddenly, the soil holds promise: To
Curtis, who believes he can win back Lateesha's heart with a harvest of tomatoes; to
Virgil's dad, who sees a fortune to be made from growing lettuce; and even to
Maricela, sixteen and pregnant, wishing she were dead. Thirteen very different
voices and perspectives--old, young, Haitian, Hispanic, tough, haunted, and hopeful-tell one amazing story about a garden that transforms a neighborhood.
The Cardturner, Louis Sachar - The summer after junior year of high school looks
bleak for Alton Richards. His girlfriend has dumped him, he has no money and no job,
and his parents insist that he drive his great-uncle Lester, who is old, blind, very sick,
and very rich, to his bridge club four times a week and be his cardturner. But Alton's
parents aren't the only ones trying to worm their way into Lester Trapp's good
graces. There is Trapp's longtime housekeeper, his alluring young nurse, and the
crazy Castaneda family. Alton soon finds himself intrigued by his uncle, by the game
of bridge, and especially by the pretty and shy Toni Castaneda, as he struggles to
figure out what it all means, and ultimately to figure out the meaning of his own life.

Secret Keeper, Mitali Perkins - When her father loses his job and leaves India to look
for work in America, Asha Gupta, her older sister, Reet, and their mother must wait
with Baba's brother and his family, as well as their grandmother, in Calcutta. Uncle is
welcoming, but in a country steeped in tradition, the three women must abide by his
decisions. Asha knows this is temporary--just until Baba sends for them. But with
scant savings and time passing, the tension builds: Ma, prone to spells of sadness,
finds it hard to submit to her mother- and sister-in-law; Reet's beauty attracts
unwanted marriage proposals; and Asha's promise to take care of Ma and Reet leads
to impulsive behavior. What follows is a firestorm of rebuke--and secrets revealed!
Asha's only solace is her rooftop hideaway, where she pours her heart out in her
diary, and where she begins a clandestine friendship with Jay Sen, the boy next door.
Asha can hardly believe that she, and not Reet, is the object of Jay's attention. Then
news arrives about Baba . . . and Asha must make a choice that will change their lives
forever.

Classics
Watership Down, Richard Adams - One of the most beloved novels of our time,
Richard Adams's Watership Down takes us to a world we have never truly seen: to
the remarkable life that teems in the fields, forests and riverbanks far beyond our
cities and towns. It is a powerful saga of courage, leadership and survival; an epic tale
of a hardy band of adventurers forced to flee the destruction of their fragile
community...and their trials and triumphs in the face of extraordinary adversity as
they pursue a glorious dream called "home."
Alice In Wonderland, Lewis Carroll - An ordinary day becomes extraordinary when
Alice follows the White Rabbit down a rabbit hole and finds herself in Wonderland.
Join her as she meets one incredible character after another, in this classic quirky
tale by Lewis Carroll.
The Call of the Wild, Jack London - Stolen from his life of luxury, Buck finds himself in
the frozen Yukon Territory as part of a team of sled dogs. Half-starved and cruelly
treated, Buck must endure hardship beyond anything he's experienced before. And
through it all, he hears the call of wild beckoning him - playing on his most primitive
animal instincts
Oliver Twist, Charles Dickens - The classic story of a young boy who seeks his fortune
on the streets of London. After Oliver Twist asks nasty Mr. Bumble for more food, he
has to flee the workhouse for the streets of London. Here he meets the Artful
Dodger, who leads him to Fagin and his gang of pickpockets. When a thieving mission
goes wrong, Oliver narrowly avoids prison and finds himself in the care of kind Mr.
Brownlow. But Fagin and the brutal Bill Sikes go in search of the young orphan,
determined to drag him back.
The Phantom Tollbooth, Norton Juster - This ingenious fantasy centers around Milo,
a bored ten-year-old who comes home to find a large toy tollbooth sitting in his
room. Joining forces with a watchdog named Tock, Milo drives through the
tollbooth's gates and begins a memorable journey. He meets such characters as the
foolish, yet lovable Humbug, the Mathemagician, and the not-so-wicked "Which,"
Faintly Macabre, who gives Milo the "impossible" mission of returning two

princesses to the Kingdom of Wisdom.
A Wrinkle in Time, Madeleine L’Engle - Meg's father mysteriously disappears after
experimenting with the fifth dimension of time travel. Determined to rescue him,
Meg and her friends must outwit the forces of evil on a heart-stopping journey
through space and time.
The Pearl, John Steinbeck - Kino is a Mexican pearl-fisher in the Gulf of California.
When he and his wife, Juana, have a baby, their joy is complete . . . until the infant is
bitten by a scorpion. Kino finds a great pearl worth a fortune, far more than enough
to pay the doctor needed to save the baby's life, but it brings only tragedy and evil to
his family. A masterpiece of American literature.
Treasure Island, Robert Lewis Stevenson - When Jim Hawkins picks up the oilskin
packet from Captain Flint's sea chest, he has no idea that here lies the key to untold
wealth - a treasure map. He sails on the Hispaniola as cabin-boy, with the awesome
Long John Silver as ship's cook and the rest of the shifty crew, and embarks on an
extraordinary and dangerous quest to find the buried treasure.
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, Mark Twain - This irresistible tale of the adventures
of two friends growing up in frontier America is one of Mark Twain's most popular
novels. The farcical, colorful, and poignant escapades of Tom and his friend
Huckleberry Finn brilliantly depict the humor and pathos of growing up on the
geographic and cultural rim of nineteenth-century America.
Around the World in Eighty Days, Jules Verne - A fastidious English gentleman makes
a remarkable wager - he will travel around the world in eighty days or forfeit his life's
savings. Phileas Fogg and his faithful manservant, Jean Passepartout, embark on a
fantastic journey into a world filled with danger and beauty - from the exotic shores
of India, where the heroic travelers rescue a beautiful Raja's wife from ritual
sacrifice, to the rugged American frontier, where their train is ambushed by an angry
Sioux tribe. Fogg's mission is complicated by an incredible case of mistaken identity
that sends a Scotland Yard detective in hot pursuit. At once a riveting race against
time and an action-packed odyssey into the unknown.

Verse
Love That Dog, Sharon Creech -With a fresh and deceptively simple style, acclaimed
author Sharon Creech tells a story with enormous heart. Written as a series of freeverse poems from Jack's point of view, Love That Dog shows how one boy finds his
own voice with the help of a teacher, a writer, a pencil, some yellow paper, and of
course, a dog.
Witness, Karen Hesse - In 1924 Vermont, a small town falls under the influence of
the Ku Klux Klan. Two girls, Leanora Sutter and Esther Hirsh, one black and the other
Jewish, are among those who are no longer welcome in their community. As the
potential for violence escalates, heroes and villains are revealed, and everyone in
town is affected.

Out of the Dust, Karen Hesse - A terrible accident has transformed Billie Jo's life,
scarring her inside and out. Her mother is gone. Her father can't talk about it. And
the one thing that might make her feel better - playing the piano - is impossible with
her wounded hands. To make matters worse, dust storms are devastating the family
farm and all the farms nearby.
The Language Inside, Holly Thompson - A nuanced novel in verse that explores
identity, friendship, love, loss, and home in a multicultural world. For Emma Karas,
Japan is home. It is where she has lived almost her entire life. But when her mother
falls ill, Emma's family moves in with her grandmother, back in Massachusetts. Emma
is desperately homesick. She feels out of place in the U.S. and starts to get painful
migraines. Then Emma begins volunteering at a long-term care center, helping a
patient, Zena, write down her poems. There, Emma meets Samnang, a cute boy from
her high school. As the weeks pass, Emma and Samnang grow close. But when Emma
is given the choice, will she stay in Massachusetts, or return home to Japan?
Bronx Masquerade, Nikki Grimes - When Wesley Boone writes a poem for his high
school English class, some of his classmates clamor to read their poems aloud too.
Soon they're having weekly poetry sessions and, one by one, the eighteen students
are opening up and taking on the risky challenge of self-revelation. There's Lupe
Alvarin, desperate to have a baby so she will feel loved. Raynard Patterson, hiding a
secret behind his silence. Porscha Johnson, needing an outlet for her anger after her
mother OD's. Through the poetry they share and narratives in which they reveal their
most intimate thoughts about themselves and one another, their words and lives
show what lies beneath the skin, behind the eyes, beyond the masquerade.
Reflections on a Gift of Watermelon Pickle, Various - Here are modern poems
chosen for their individual excellence and their special appeal to young people.
Exciting photographs accent the contemporary tone of the collection. Whatever the
subject matter -- pheasant or flying saucer; lapping lake water or sonic boom; a deer
hunt, a basketball, or a bud -- it is all poetry reflecting today's images and today's
moods.

History
1776, David McCullough - America's beloved and distinguished historian presents, in
a book of breathtaking excitement, drama, and narrative force, the stirring story of
the year of our nation's birth, 1776, interweaving, on both sides of the Atlantic, the
actions and decisions that led Great Britain to undertake a war against her rebellious
colonial subjects and that placed America's survival in the hands of George
Washington. In this masterful book, David McCullough tells the intensely human
story of those who marched with General George Washington in the year of the
Declaration of Independence-when the whole American cause was riding on their
success, without which all hope for independence would have been dashed and the
noble ideals of the Declaration would have amounted to little more than words on
paper.
Longitude, Dava Sobel - The epic quest to solve the greatest scientific problem of the
eighteenth and three prior centuries: determining how a captain could pinpoint his
ship's location at sea. All too often throughout the ages of exploration, voyages
ended in disaster when crew and cargo were either lost at sea or destroyed upon the
rocks of an unexpected landfall. Thousands of lives and the fortunes of nations hung

on a resolution to the longitude problem. To encourage a solution, governments
established prizes for anyone whose method or device proved successful.
Seabuiscuit, Laura Hillenbrand - Seabiscuit was one of the most electrifying and
popular attractions in sports history and the single biggest newsmaker in the world in
1938, receiving more coverage than FDR, Hitler, or Mussolini. But his success was a
surprise to the racing establishment, which had written off the crooked-legged
racehorse with the sad tail. Three men changed Seabiscuit's fortunes: Charles
Howard was a onetime bicycle repairman who introduced the automobile to the
western United States and became an overnight millionaire. When he needed a
trainer for his new racehorses, he hired Tom Smith, a mysterious mustang breaker
from the Colorado plains. Smith urged Howard to buy Seabiscuit for a bargainbasement price, then hired as his jockey Red Pollard, a failed boxer who was blind in
one eye, half-crippled, and prone to quoting passages from Ralph Waldo Emerson.
Over four years, these unlikely partners survived a phenomenal run of bad fortune,
conspiracy, and severe injury to transform Seabiscuit from a neurotic, pathologically
indolent also-ran into an American sports icon.
A Different Mirror, Ronald Takaki - A dramatic retelling of our nation's past by
today's preeminent multiculturalism scholar, Ronald Takaki, this book examines
America's history in "a different mirror"-from the perspective of the minority peoples
themselves. Beginning with the colonization of the "New World" and ending with the
Los Angeles riots of 1992, this book recounts the history of America in the voices of
the non-Anglo peoples of the United States-Native Americans, African Americans,
Jews, Irish Americans, Asian Americans, Latinos, and others-groups who helped
create this country's rich mosaic culture
The Great Molasses Flood, Deborah Kops - A strange and sticky piece of history.
January 15, 1919, started off as a normal day in Boston's North End. Workers took a
break for lunch, children played in the park, trains made trips between North and
South Stations. Then all of a sudden a large tank of molasses exploded, sending
shards of metal hundreds of feet away, collapsing buildings, and coating the
harborfront community with a thick layer of sticky-sweet sludge. Deborah Kops takes
the reader through this bizarre and relatively unknown disaster, including the
cleanup and court proceedings that followed. What happened? Why did the tank
explode? Many people died or were injured in the accident--who was to blame? Kops
focuses on several individuals involved in the events of that day, creating a more
personal look at this terrible tragedy.

Mystery
The Westing Game, Ellen Raskin - This highly inventive mystery involves sixteen
people who are invited to the reading of Samuel W. Westing's will. They could
become millionaires-it all depends on how they play the tricky and dangerous
Westing game, a game involving blizzards, burglaries, and bombings!

The Hound of the Baskervilles, Arthur Conan Doyle - Sherlock Holmes and his
companion Dr. Watson confront one of their most difficult cases ever: is there truly a
curse on the old Baskerville estate? Is there truly a ghostly beast lurking on the dark,
eerie moors? A masterful concoction of plot and mood, this story is guaranteed to
give you the shivers.

