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Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share infor-
mation on individual graduates’ ventures and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of preparing 
educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. Your ideas and accomplishments will help sustain and strengthen this key 
communications tool; please forward to alumni@maimonides.org.

Patience and Persistence Pay Off as 1991 Graduate Builds in Haifa

pean market. Real 
estate was the last 
thing on my mind.”

But “after a year of 
traveling to Europe 
on a regular basis, I 
decided that I wanted 
to stay local. And real 
estate was the best 
way for me to do so.”

Most recently Elie has 
been “entrenched 
in developing a new 
neighborhood in 
Haifa.” He and his 
partner -- who is 
a graduate of the 
Technion in Haifa 
with degrees in architecture and 
engineering -- have built and sold 
165 residential apartments and are 
constructing 60 more. “We have built 
high-rise apartment buildings ranging 
from 7 to 11 floors with between 15 
and 40 units each, depending on the 
size. Most of the buyers are either 
young people recently married or 
investors who purchase apartments to 
rent to students,” Elie said.

“In total, we will hopefully have built 
and sold 225 apartments in seven 
different buildings, creating a brand 
new neighborhood called Neve 
Ganim near the Technion,” said Elie. 
He and his wife Jessica and their 
family reside in Alon Shvut. 

Seven years after making aliyah, Elie 
Gertel ’91 has successfully navigated 
Israel’s famous bureaucracy and is 
selling scores of new apartments in 
Haifa.

“The real estate development busi-
ness in Israel requires a lot of patience 
and persistence. There are a lot of 
challenges when it comes to permit-
ting and zoning in the local munici-
pality,” he observed. 

“However, when it comes to selling 
apartments to the Israeli public, I feel 
that the skills that I learned working 
for large companies in America have 
proven to be an advantage, in that 
most Israelis view the genuine nature 
of an American to be very trust-
worthy,” he added. “Because of this, 
we have been successful in selling 
virtually all of the apartments that we 
have built.”

Elie stressed that “when it comes to 
dealing with bureaucracy, I wouldn’t 
have been able to maneuver properly 
without the help of my Israeli partner, 
Dan Webman.”

A psychology major at Yeshiva Univer-
sity, Elie worked in the software 
industry for about 10 years “and I was 
planning on doing the same when 
I moved to Israel in the summer of 
2004. In fact, for the first year I was 
working for a small start-up software 
company in Jerusalem doing business 
development and sales in  the Euro-

Eli Gertel ’91 and his mother Reva (Levovitz) Gertel ’68 at his Haifa 
development site.

 Visit Maimonides on Facebook   Follow our Twitter feed, KolRambam
 Subscribe to our YouTube channel, MaimoTube

Maimonides School soon will 
introduce an updated website, and 
alumni are encouraged to help 
with one of its new features.  The 
“Maimo Moment” is described as 
a one- or two-sentence summary 
of an incident or anecdote that 
reflects on the school’s unique 
mission.  Alumni from any era 
with memories they would 
like to share may send them to 
maimomoments@maimonides.org 
(anonymity available if preferred).  

Maimo Moments

mailto:alumni@maimonides.org
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Brookline-MA/Maimonides-School/214014070830
http://twitter.com/KolRambam
http://www.youtube.com/user/MaimoTube
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Alumna Meets Challenges as Psychologist in an Inner-City School 
Adena Jurkowitz ’00 says she always 
loved working with kids. “There’s so 
much that happens in schools, and 
schools are such a huge part of chil-
dren’s lives,” she explained. 

So following in her mother’s footsteps, 
she is now a school psychologist in two 
Baltimore inner-city public schools. “I 
like to think that I am serving a popula-
tion that really needs to be served, and 
I hope I’m helping them in some way,” 
she said.

The work is challenging.  ”Some of the 
things we deal with are typical of any 
school – ADHD, behavioral concerns,” 
Adena said. “But there is also a 
dysfunctional environment, in which it 
is hard to get families involved. There 
are foster children, children moving 
from one home to another, a lot of 
instability. When the children are 
struggling, is it due to innate cognitive 
difficulty or environmental factors?”

As an undergraduate at Barnard 
College, “I wasn’t sure what I wanted to 
major in, but after taking an Introduc-
tion to Psychology class, I realized how 
interesting it was.”  So despite the fact 
that her mother was a school psychol-
ogist, and that she wanted to “do her 
own thing,” she decided to major in 
psychology.  

After graduation, Adena worked for 
a year as a teaching assistant at Fran-
ciscan Children’s Hospital’s Kennedy 
Day School in Brighton. Then it was 
on to Yeshiva University’s Ferkauf 
Graduate School of Psychology, 
where she spent five years earning an 
MS and PsyD in school-clinical child 
psychology, awarded in May 2010.

“A PsyD is more clinically based than 
a Ph.D.,” she said. “There was a lot of 
balancing of my time doing the PsyD. 
During the second, third and fourth 
years, there were two days a week 
spent in an externship, in addition to 
a full course load of classes. But the 
research was less intensive than PhD 
research.”

Part of her fifth-year requirement was 
a full-time internship. Considering 
post-graduate possibilities, “I realized 
I didn’t want to live in New York, so I 
applied to the Baltimore City Public 
Schools,” she related. “Once I did my 
internship there, I really liked it, so I 
decided to stay on.”

In Baltimore she is the school psychol-
ogist three days a week at the Barclay 
School, which includes pre-kinder-
garten through eighth grade, and 
spends the other two days supporting 
another psychologist at Moravia Park, 

a school with a program for children 
with emotional disabilities.

Adena acknowledged that as her 
students get older, “they know that 
I come from a different background, 
which can be a challenge with some of 
the students.” She said she is acutely 
aware of the need for emotional 
support in her schools.

“I feel overwhelmed a lot of the time,” 
Adena acknowledged. But she feels 
her efforts have a positive impact, 
as she strives to make her students 
and their families see “the connec-
tion between going to school and 
achieving better lives.”

Adena Jurkowitz ‘00

Gathering in Saval Auditorium 
for their 10-year reunion Nov. 
27 are 2001 graduates (and 
spouses), from left, Scott and 
Aviva (Cheses) Wasserman, 
David Hammer, Harvey 
Rosenberg and Miriam Weiler, 
Yechiel Robinson, Jessica 
(Salzberg) and Noah Stein-
berg, Dani (Leeds) and Paul 
Kim, Tova Katz and Ithamar 
Jotkowitz with Amiel, and 
Elana (Stramer) and David 
Steltzer with Itai. Also present 
were Josh Bellin and his wife 
Kayla. The group connected 
with two classmates via Skype: 
Yonina Murciano-Goroff, trav-
eling in England, and Ilya Pittel 
at home in Israel.
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2006 Graduate “Gives Back” to Jewish Education before Entering Medical School
Forty years ago this month, Rabbi Dr. 
Joseph B. Soloveitchik, zt”l, told the 
Maimonides School PTA: “We believe 
that the child is able to study and 
comprehend two systems of knowl-
edge and to excel in both.” 

Following this model put forth by 
the Rav and exemplified by long-
time teacher Rabbi Zalmen Stein 
and others, Raphy Rosen ’06 is now 
embodying this ideal as a member of 
the faculty at Fuchs Mizrahi School 
in Cleveland. He is teaching seventh 
grade math and ninth grade biology 
and Chumash.

Raphy is participating in the YUTeach 
fellowship through Yeshiva Univer-
sity’s Azrieli Graduate School of 
Jewish Education. “The fellowship is 
for college graduates who want to 
give back to the Jewish educational 
system for a period of time, even if 
they are not necessarily planning on 
going into education for a career -- a 
Jewish Teach for America of sorts,” 
he explained. Raphy hopes to begin 
medical school next year, but first 
wished to undertake a Jewish-Amer-
ican version of sherut leumi. 

“Parents in the community are 
often surprised that I am teaching 
on both sides of the curriculum,” he 
commented. “But I tell them that 
since we expect our kids to take nine 
classes, the least I can do is be able to 
teach three of them!”

“It is definitely 
a little strange 
playing the role of 
teacher at parent-
teacher confer-
ences, especially 
when the parents 
who show up are 
old enough to 
be my parents,” 
said Raphy, who 
is 23. “Youth has 
its advantages, 
however, as I think 
that I am able 
to connect in a 
unique way to the 
students. It hasn’t 
been so long 
since I was in high 
school at Maimo 
and I can relate in a more immediate 
way to their experiences. I also use 
course websites, modeled after the 
ones I had in college that were an 
integral part of the curriculum.”

“I have shamelessly stolen ideas 
from my own teachers – the value of 
‘mathletics’ from Mr. Schockett, some 
of Dr. Halpern’s power-points and 
even some from elementary school 
teachers,” he confessed. “I remember 
that Mrs. Shamban wouldn’t let us 
say that something was ‘easy’ in class 
in second grade, explaining that you 
ran the risk of making someone for 
whom it was not easy feel bad. I have 

implemented that same rule in my 
math class. It’s corny, but it makes an 
important point.” 

Raphy also is involved in extracur-
ricular activities, including mishmar, 
shiurim and math competitions. 
The fellowship provides additional 
support, professional development 
opportunities and a network of 
fellows with whom to exchange ideas.

Rabbi Noam Shapiro ’97 as well as his 
sister Bracha (Shapiro) Krohn ’94 and 
her husband Rabbi Adi Krohn ’94 are 
former Fuchs Mizrahi teachers who 
now reside in Israel. 

Fuchs Mizrahi students join Raphy Rosen ’06 (rear) to celebrate his birthday.

Rabbi Abraham Shonfeld, 
z”l, who passed away 
this month at age 92, 
taught in the Maimonides 
elementary grades for 13 
years beginning in 1947. 
His students in this 1947 
photo were members of the 
classes of 1955 and 1956.
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Eli Kazhdan ’86 to Chair Next Wheels of Love Ride

Eli Kazhdan ’86 was so successful 
in and enthusiastic about the recent 
Wheels of Love bicycle ride in Israel 
that he will be serving as chairman of 
next year’s event.

“The ride was great,” he reported after 
completing the five-day trek through 
the Galil and Golan, and then up to 
Jerusalem.

The 600 participants in Wheels of 
Love raised thousands of dollars to 
benefit ALYN Hospital in Jerusalem, 
which specializes in active and inten-
sive rehabilitation of children who are 
afflicted with a broad range of physical 
disabilities. 

“The ultimate aim of ALYN,” Eli said, “ 
is to rehabilitate the youngsters in its 
care and to return them to their fami-
lies and to the community as quickly as 
possible, having provided them with 

the skills to function 
as independently as 
possible.” Over its first 
11 years, Wheels of 
Love has raised some 
$20 million.

Eli said half of the 
participants in the 
12th annual ride were 
from abroad – 
including Dr. Michael 
Wiener ’84 and his 
father Marvin Wiener. 
Many of the riders 
joined Eli in the more 
demanding five-day 
“on-road challenge.”

Wheels of Love “was 
a tremendous and 
uplifting experience,” said Eli, who 
has participated three times. “I highly 

recommend it to anyone who can take 
a week to join a great group of people 
to ride for an amazing cause.”

Eli Kazhdan ’86 riding to the top of Mount Hermon.

Anna (Leder) Gershon ’69, left, of Jerusalem and her sister Ethel Chaya 
(Leder) Igel ’66 of Montreal pose on Saval Campus during an impromptu 

visit to the school this month.

Two Maimonides School graduates have been 
named to the Foreign Policy Initiative Future 
Leaders program class of 2011-2012. Among 
the 21 members of this year’s class are Lazar 
Berman ’99, research program manager for 
foreign and defense policy studies at the 
American Enterprise Institute, and Ben Birn-
baum ’03, foreign affairs reporter for The 
Washington Times. According to the Foreign 
Policy Initiative, “The Future Leaders Program 
was developed to create an opportunity for 
young professionals in Washington to engage 
in thoughtful and educational conversations 
on foreign policy and connect with notable 
thinkers and practitioners in international 
affairs.”

Here & There...


