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Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share informa-
tion on individual graduates’ initiatives and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of preparing 
educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. We invite your information, ideas and feedback—educational, professional 
or personal achievements, new business ventures, interesting or unusual experiences, insights on Jewish living and learning, or just greetings. 
Please contact us at alumni@maimonides.org.

New Ashkenazic Minyan Works with Sephardic Community
“Against all odds… Nobody thought 
this could be done…. There have been 
so many failed attempts.”

These quotes from graduate Danny 
Hirsh ’02 refer to a new Ashke-
nazic community sharing space and 
programming with the Sephardic 
Community of Greater Boston in 
Brighton.

Each Shabbat and Sunday morning, as 
well as on chagim, the so-called New 
Ashkenaz Minyan can be found at the 
Corey Road synagogue. “We love being 
around that environment,” said Danny, 
who grew up Ashkenazic in Newton 
and “never had experience with the 
things [Sephardim] do. It’s wonderful.”

The genesis of the minyan, which 
consists primarily of young Brookline 
and Brighton residents, was a search 
for connection: “I had gone to a lot 
of the shuls in the area with friends, 
and I couldn’t find exactly what I was 
looking for,” Danny recounted. Starting 
from scratch was not an option, 
because “for me and my wife, a rabbi 
is very important to Jews who want to 
continue to grow.”

Finally, along with Ashi Curner and 
Yitz Kashnow, Danny launched the 
New Ashkenaz Minyan in October, 
2008. He said the key to the success 
of his endeavor has been Rabbi Aaron 
Hamaoui, former Maimonides student 
and mara d’atra of the Sephardic 
Community and its guest Ashkenazic 
kehillah. “We approached Rabbi 

Hamaoui. He is a very amenable person 
with a reputation for having a wonderful 
community. I distinctly remember his 
saying, ‘You need the proper tools to 
do this.’ So they bought us 50 Ashke-
nazic siddurim and 30 chumashim. They 
treat us like first class citizens. We’re all 
connected.” 

Shabbat davening begins promptly at 9, 
and although the groups do not integrate 
for tefillah, “we make sure to finish at the 
same time as the Sephardic shul so we 
can have Kiddush together downstairs,” 
Danny continued. “It’s a very heimish, very 
warm environment. We share a cholent, 
and Rabbi Hamaoui gives a d’var Torah.”

Danny lauded the Sephardic 
Community for being “non-judg-
mental, all regular down-to-earth 
people who want to be part of a 
warm community and growing 
as Jews.” The group’s first annual 
New Ashkenaz Minyan BBQ drew 
an overflow crowd with food and 
family activities, and close to 200 
participated in Chanukah festivities. 
“It is a beautiful thing to be part 
of such a heimish, warm, friendly 
and amazing group of people who 
help support each other and the 
minyanim,” Danny said. 

Danny Hirsh ’02 (standing, at right) organizing Chanukah 5770 festivities  
for the New Ashkenaz Minyan in Brighton, MA.

Visit Maimonides on Facebook • Subscribe to our YouTube channel, MaimoTube!

http://www.sephardicboston.org/
http://www.sephardicboston.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Brookline-MA/Maimonides-School/214014070830
http://www.youtube.com/user/MaimoTube
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Classmates from 1995 and their children gather at a recent outing in Israel: from left, Judah Levine 
and his two children, Ami, 18 months, and Ayelet, 4; Mic Osband holding Amitz, 3, with Shalem, 

6, and Emily (Gyenes) Kirschenbaum with her children Simon, 5, and Eli, 3, along with the littlest 
Osband, Afik, five months.

Data Almost Ready 
for 2010 Directory 

About half of Maimonides School’s 
1,600 alumni have responded to 
the recent survey for updated infor-
mation, and work on the revised 
alumni directory is expected to 
begin soon. The alumni database 
includes fewer than 60 gradu-
ates whose whereabouts are not 
known. Those names will be 
published in an upcoming alumni 
newsletter with the hope that 
classmates and friends might help 
us find these “lost” alumni. Those 
who have not yet responded are 
still encouraged to complete the 
survey form, accessible through 
www.maimonides.org/alumni.

At NYU, Tuesday Night Learning a Chance to MEAT
“MEAT, which stands for Meet, Eat And 
Torah, is the new, innovative Tuesday 
night learning event serving the Jewish 
community at New York University. 
M.E.A.T. provides the opportunity to 
socialize with old friends and make 
new friends, enjoy delicious FREE 
meat dinner, and learn a wide range of 
topics.” That’s the Facebook definition 
of a reinvigorated learning program co-
organized by Arielle Birnbaum ’08.

“It has been a huge success so far... 
about 100 students each week, and 
every week I see people I don’t recog-
nize which is always a good sign!” 
Arielle reports.

“I didn’t really invent the idea of  
M.E.A.T,” Arielle said. “When I got 
to NYU there was a group called 
JELO (Jewish Enrichment Learning 
Opportunity) that met every Tuesday 
night for dinner and study. …. In the 

past year or so it was only attracting a 
group of about 50 Orthodox students 
and maybe a small group of others. The 
leaders of JELO were graduating so I 
was approached, along with another 
freshman, to ‘revamp’ JELO for the next 
semester.” 

“We recruited some other freshmen 
and sophomores to be part of our 
committee and we, along with the 
Orthodox rabbinic intern at NYU, came 
up with MEAT,” she continued. “Our goal 
was to attract a more diverse group and 
to focus not only on learning but also 
provide a nice opportunity for Jews on 
campus to come together every week.”

Each week, there are six or seven shiur 
options geared to all levels of learning, 
Arielle said. Topics have ranged from a 
weekly shiur on the parashah to study of 
contemporary conflicts to introductory 
courses in Jewish life and observance. 

Under the aegis of MEAT, many students 
learn on their own or in chevruta. 

“The format of JELO was more geared 
toward independent learning, chevrutas 
and cheburahs, which was great for 
Orthodox students who had studied in 
Israel for a year, but for students with 
little background this was not an ideal 
way to be introduced to learning,” she 
pointed out.

MEAT evening sessions also are used 
to promote other Jewish campus 
organizations, which diversifies the 
crowd, Arielle said. “We ask them to 
sponsor the dinner and speak for a few 
minutes about their programs before 
the learning starts. For example, AIPAC 
representatives recently conducted 
a letter-writing campaign to thank 
members of Congress who voted for 
sanctions against Iran.

http://www.maimonides.org/alumni/
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Five Alumni Celebrated at YU Convocation
Five Maimonides School alumni 
will be among more than 190 new 
rabbis to be celebrated at the 
Chag HaSemikhah Convocation 
on Sunday, March 7, sponsored by 
Yeshiva University’s Rabbi Isaac 
Elchanan Theological Seminary. 
The event will take place on the YU 
campus in New York City.

The quadrennial event recognizes 
musmachim who have received 
RIETS ordination in the last four 
years, including Rabbi Allan 
Houben ‘98, Rabbi Elie Mischel 
‘98, Rabbi Philip Moskowitz ‘99, 
Rabbi Avi Robinson ‘97 and Rabbi 
Shmuel Segal ‘00.

During the convocation, RIETS also 
will honor rabbis who received semi-
chah a half-century ago—members 
of the seminary’s classes of 1957, 
1958 and 1959. The honorees 
include Rabbi William Millen of 
Silver Spring, MD, who was one of 
the first three students to enroll in 
Maimonides School in 1937.

Also, a YU vice president, Rabbi Dr. 
Herbert C. Dobrinsky, will receive 
an award named in memory of the 
revered founder of Maimonides 
School, Rabbi Joseph Soloveit-
chik, zt”l, who was rosh yeshiva 
at the seminary for 40 years. In 
1983, through an endowment by 
Maimonides benefactor Maurice 
H. Saval, RIETS’s semichah program 
was renamed the Rabbi Joseph 
B. Soloveitchik Center of Rabbinic 
Studies. 

Rabbi Houben is an administrator 
at Weinbaum Yeshiva High School 
in Boca Raton, FL. Rabbi Mischel is 
assistant rabbi at Young Israel of 
Staten Island, NY. Rabbi Moskowitz 
is on the staff of YU’s Center for 
the Jewish Future. Rabbi Robinson 
is a student at Boston University 
School of Law, and Rabbi Segal is an 
attorney with a New York firm.

Here and There…
 Maimonides School alumni have 

been promoting the renaissance 
of Jewish life in Malden, MA. Since 
the beginning of this past sum-
mer, Lev Novikov ’03, Sharona 
(Siegel) Vedol ’99 and Josh Vogel 
’03 have moved to Malden with 
their spouses and children. They 
join Elka Tovah (Menkes) Davidoff 
’88, Leah (Lamport) Garland ’96, 
Robin (Aronson) Katzman ’79, and 
Shoshana (Sokoloff) Zazula ’94 
as members of Congregation Beth 
Israel in Malden (click the link for 
more information about Jewish life 
in Malden).

 Rabbi Chaim Tabasky ’67, in 
Greater Boston this month for his 
annual visit offering his services 
as a sofer, reported seeing several 
classmates in Israel recently at the 
wedding of the daughter of Rabbi 
Asher Reichert ‘67. Besides Marvin 
Possick and Donny Abramovitz, 
the alumni were joined by Rabbi 
Moshe Simkovich, a former fac-
ulty member who now teaches at 
Yeshivat Yesodei HaTorah. While 
in the U.S., Rabbi Tabasky reunited 
with classmates Mark Blechner, 
Rosa (Holcer) Drapkin and Meir 
Goldstein.

Maimonides seniors Bracha, left, and Sarah 
Robinson ‘10 check out the banner in Saval 

Auditorium announcing the March 7 Chag 
HaSemikhah at Yeshiva University. The 

musmachim listed include their brother, Rabbi 
Avi Robinson ‘97.

http://www.BethIsraelMalden.org/
http://www.BethIsraelMalden.org/

