
ConneCting MaiMonides aluMni WorldWide

Kol Bogrei  
rambam

Page � of 3

May 20�0 ~ Iyar–Sivan 5770

Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share informa-
tion on individual graduates’ initiatives and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of preparing 
educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. We invite your information, ideas and feedback—educational, professional 
or personal achievements, new business ventures, interesting or unusual experiences, insights on Jewish living and learning, or just greetings. 
Please contact us at alumni@maimonides.org.

Return to Alma Mater a Rewarding Four-Year Experience for 2002 Graduate

Michele (Mickey) Blechner Nyer 
’02 knew she had made an impact as 
Maimonides School student activi-
ties director when an underclassman 
recently asked her to consider 
commuting to work next year—from 
the Bronx.

Mickey is finishing her fourth year 
as director, and will relocate as her 
husband, Dr. Doni Nyer, begins a resi-
dency in pediatric dentistry in New York. 
They have a two-year-old son, Ephie.

Mickey will join the early childhood 
education staff at Westchester Day 
School. That was her major when she 
graduated from Stern College back in 
2006. It was a memorable week: Five 
days after receiving her degree, she 
got married. Then the couple moved 
to Boston and she received the job 
offer from Maimonides School.

“For the first couple of weeks, it was a 
little strange to be back.” she recalled. 
“It was hard to adjust to my former 
teachers now being my colleagues, and 
to being a leader for all these students.  
The first big activity was the opening 
barbecue. Meat for 300 students...
frightening! After the success of the 
BBQ I was more relaxed and confident 
that it would be a great year.”

“The best part was being able to 
interact with students and really 
making a difference in their out-of- 
classroom experience,” Mickey related. 
“Students need another person to 

speak to besides teachers, principals 
and parents, and that has been one 
of the most important parts of my 
role.” They don’t hesitate to call her at 
home in the evenings or on Sundays. 
The students and the director are on a 
first-name basis, “unless they get into 
trouble. Then they have to call me Mrs. 
Nyer.”

The job has evolved over four years. 
Mickey was given a bigger office to 
accommodate students for meet-
ings and conversations. She now also 
assists the operations director with 
room reservations and preparations, 
and has worked closely with members 
of the professional leadership. That 
“window into administration” has 
been a valuable part of her experi-
ence, she said.  “I’ve grown in my role.  
I have learned how to relate to high 
school and middle school students 
and the proper way to speak to 
parents… you learn that one there is 
never one description for a job when it 
comes to working with students...you 
figure out what is best for them and 
then mold yourself into the role you 
need to be.”

Her status as an alumna made a huge 
difference. “It helped because I knew 
the teachers, I knew the mission of the 
school. I wanted the students to expe-
rience what I experienced.” 

Mickey also is quite conscious of her 
family’s role as builders of Maimonides 
for almost 60 years. Her grandparents 

Mickey Blechner Nyer ’02  (at bottom right),  
with current Maimonides students

were volunteer leaders in the 1950s. 
Her parents, Mark ’67 and Debbie 
Blechner, have carried on that tradi-
tion, and her three siblings are alumni 
as well. “I try to create positive experi-
ences for the students so they’ll come 
back and visit,” she said. “I feel I am 
paying tribute to my grandparents by 
doing that.”

The seniors, who have been with 
Mickey throughout their four Upper 
School years, paid her the ultimate 
compliment: a major role in the annual 
Purimshpiel. “It was pretty flattering,” 
she acknowledged. 

  Visit Maimonides on Facebook       NEW: Follow our Twitter feed, KolRambam!
  Subscribe to our YouTube channel, MaimoTube

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Brookline-MA/Maimonides-School/214014070830
http://twitter.com/KolRambam
http://www.youtube.com/user/MaimoTube
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Rabbi Huff ’s Homecoming Continues with Appointment as Assistant Principal

Rabbi Dov Huff ’00 remembers 
musing with his classmate Gabi 
Spiewak when they were learning 
together at Yeshivat Har Etzion: “What 
would it be like to come back to 
Maimonides to teach?”

Now they’ll really have something to 
discuss. After two years on the Middle 
School limudei kodesh faculty, Rabbi 
Huff has been named assistant prin-
cipal for the Middle and Upper School, 
effective July 1.

“I’m really excited about it,” said Dov, 
whose Maimonides experience began 
in the fall of 1988 as a first grader. 
“I’m looking forward to working with 
students, faculty, parents—I’m excited 
to be working with everybody.  I’m 
interested in exploring leadership and 
administration from this perspective.”

Dov describes his two years on the 
Maimonides faculty as “amazing. 
Everyone has been great. It’s nice 

to be back. From day one, I was so 
impressed with the students. They 
show a level of seriousness with 
learning while they’re enjoying it.” 

He acknowledges there will be an 
adjustment. “I develop relationships 
with students in the classroom. Now I 
need to reach out to students I don’t 
know. It will be a challenge to develop 
those relationships, but I have plans.” 
Those plans include some teaching 
assignments. Dov often can be found 
on the courtyard, tossing a football 
with students.  “I’m definitely hoping 
to expand intramural leagues in the 
high school,” he said.

Rabbi Huff taught at Harkham Hillel 
Hebrew Academy in Beverly Hills for 
three years before returning east. 
In 2008, Dov joined the enhanced 
Middle School program, teaching 
Judaic Studies and serving as Grade 8 
dean. He and his wife Elisha reside in 

Sharon with their two children, Tehilla 
Chana and Akiva Shalom.

He will return to southern California 
for the summer, where he will join a 
former colleague, Rabbi Yahel Tsaidi, 
in launching Camp Hillel, a day camp 
for children through Grade 9.

Rabbi Dov Huff ’00, with students

Maimonides Alumni Here and There…

 David Abelow ’77 reports that 
two of his daughters received college 
degrees this month. Danielle finished 
her master’s of architecture at Tulane 
University in New Orleans; David 
notes that she began classes there 
on the day before Hurricane Katrina 
struck.  His daughter Ariana received 
her bachelor of fine arts in fashion 
design from Virginia Commonwealth 
University.

 Rabbi Avi Robinson ’97 has been 
named the first winner of the Loretta 
Smith Legal Internship Scholarship 
at Boston University School of Law. 
The award, in memory of a fomer 
assistant attorney general, is reserved 
for a second-year law student with 
high academic standards who is 
committed to public service. The 

internship is in the office of Massa-
chusetts Attorney General Martha 
Coakley, and she recommended Avi 
for the award. In an article published 
in the BU Law alumni newsletter, 
commenting on receiving the Smith 
award, he said, “I hope to learn about 
how the criminal process can help 
build a just society… Righteous 
people, according to the Talmud, 
are considered alive even after they 
pass on, because those who act righ-
teously in their names preserve their 
memories. By working this summer 
in Loretta’s name, I too feel that 
she remains alive, in some spiritual 
capacity, through my service.”

 A true Maimonides School 
matriarch, Mrs. Frieda Cooper, 

celebrated her 100th birthday May 
25. Mrs. Cooper resides in Memphis 
with her daughter and son-in-law, 
Barbara (Cooper) ’61 and Rabbi 
David Radinsky. Other alumni in her 
extended family include Barbara Bell 
’65, David Abelow ‘77 and Esther 
(Abelow) Tekuzener ’77. Mrs. Cooper 
celebrated with friends who came 
from as far as South Africa, as well as 
from her former home in Charleston, 
SC. “Maimonides always has been my 
special place,” she said.

 The latest Mamonides alumni 
inducted into the Israel Defense Force 
are 2007 graduates Danit Rozman 
and Elana Kesselman, who are now 
roomates during training at Kibbutz 
Lavi.
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Graduate’s New Book Examines Early Rabbis’ Struggle with Legal Imperfection

Back in the mid-1990s, when Dr. 
Chaya Halberstam ’90 was preparing 
her Ph.D. dissertation at Yale, the news 
was replete with the issue of wrongful 
judgment. 

The Innocence Project (launched in 
1992 at Yeshiva University’s Cardozo 
School of Law) used DNA evidence 
to exonerate the innocent. Then O.J. 
Simpson, the athlete and actor, was 
found not guilty in what was, in many 
opinions, a miscarriage of justice. 

“As I studied the Rabbis of Late Antiq-
uity—those who lived, studied, and 

wrote from around 0–600 C.E. and 
were responsible for the framing of 
traditional Jewish law in the Midrash, 
Mishnah and Talmud—I kept thinking 
about the question of wrongful judg-
ment and having to tolerate an imper-
fect system,” Chaya related. “Did the 
early Rabbis struggle, as we do, with 
the specter of dire legal errors?” 

She wrestles with this question in 
her book Law and Truth in Biblical and 
Rabbinic Literature (ISBN 978-0-253-
35411-2), published earlier this year 
by Indiana University Press. “Over 
the course of several years,” she said, 
“I developed my argument that, 
contrary to the common belief that 
Jewish law represents a completely 
self-assured pursuit, rabbinic juris-
prudence is characterized by funda-
mental uncertainty.”

Chaya, assistant professor in the 
Department of Religious Studies at 
Indiana University, Bloomington, 
points out that “the early Rabbis 
were undoubtedly confident when it 
came to their interpretive skills—they 
‘wowed’ students with their legal 
reasoning.”  

But her research 
indicates that “at 
the same time, 
they saw the 
world outside 
the beit midrash 
as a complicated 
place,” where 
the objective 
reality might be 
different from 
the abstract 
concepts of 
Halakhah might 
suggest. Other 
claims to truth might rival what the 
law has decreed. 

Beginning in September, Chaya, her 
husband Charles Burnetts and their 
son Aaron, 2, will be relocating to 
Ontario, where she will be an assis-
tant professor in the Philosophy and 
Religious Studies Department at 
King’s University College, University 
of Western Ontario, in London. The 
book, which began as Chaya’s disser-
tation, is available through all major 
online booksellers.

Dr. Chaya Halberstam ’90

Sendoff Planned for Three Departing Maimonides Faculty Spanning 25 Years

The Maimonides School Comunity will 
extend gratitude and best wishes to 
two departing administrators and a 
retiring teacher at a reception at the 
school Monday evening, June 21. 

Rabbi Yair Altshuler, Middle and 
Upper School principal, will be 
returning home to Israel after four 
years. Ken Weinstein, general studies 
principal since 2001, will take over as 
principal of Marblehead High School 

on July 1. Mrs. Tobie Geller of the 
Foreign Language Department is 
retiring after a 25-year career. 

The dessert reception will be held 
in Saval Auditorium, 7:30–9:00 p.m.  
Light refreshments (pareve and dairy) 
will be served. All former students 
of these three great teachers are 
invited to join the festivities. RSVPs 
are requested by Wednesday, June 16. 
RSVP online at www.maimonides.

org/farewell, call (617) 232-4452 x405, 
or write to info@maimonides.org to 
make reservations.

Respondents, whether attending 
or not, are encouraged to include a 
personal message to any or all of the 
honorees. These messages will be 
collected to present the night of the 
event. Attendees will also be able to 
sign a souvenir guestbook for each of 
the three at the event. 

http://www.iupress.indiana.edu/catalog/product_info.php?isbn=978-0-253-35411-2
http://www.iupress.indiana.edu/catalog/product_info.php?isbn=978-0-253-35411-2
http://www.maimonides.org/farewell
http://www.maimonides.org/farewell
mailto:info@maimonides.org

