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Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share infor-
mation on individual graduates’ ventures and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of preparing 
educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. Your ideas and accomplishments will help sustain and strengthen this key 
communications tool; please forward to alumni@maimonides.org. Also, check out the “Alumni” video playlist on Maimonides School’s YouTube 
channel, MaimoTube!

Recent Graduate Reflects on Yeshiva Learning, IDF Service 

But the main reason is to discover 
whether you are willing to be 
completely selfless for a year and 
two months.”

He began basic training in March 
2010 near Arad, and found that “it 
was not as physically challenging 
as I had hoped. I wasn’t in good 
shape and I wanted to suffer,” 
he laughed. For three and a half 
months he and the other trainees 
practiced with all kinds of firearms, 
learned about basic medical tech-
niques, survival skills and weapons, 
and spent time in the classroom 
as well as on the range and in the 
field. “They put a focus on educa-
tion,” Ezra said of the IDF. There 
also was an emphasis on nutrition, 
with personal trainers assigned to 
each of the troops. 

There wasn’t a moment when he 
regretted his decision to experience 
the IDF, Ezra said. “I can honestly say 
that at the end of a hard run, after a 
week of not sleeping in the field, it felt 
good.” 

Even an injury didn’t deter him. 
“During urban combat training, 
I slipped on rocks, fell and tore a 
ligament in my right shoulder,” he 
recounted. “I was on medical leave for 
awhile and they wanted to kick me 
out of the infantry. I said I want to be 
in the infantry and I won’t leave.” Ezra 
said he finally found a doctor who 
gave him clearance to continue.

After four more months of advanced 
training, Ezra’s 932nd infantry of the 
Nachal Brigade (in which Ben Nouriel 

Ezra Betesh ’08 will complete his 
commitment to the Israel Defense 
Forces in May, trading his daily patrols 
on the Lebanese border for a trip back 
home to Brighton and college studies.

As one of about a dozen recent gradu-
ates to enlist in the IDF in the past 
few years, Ezra said Zionism is the 
common motivational denominator. “I 
think it’s a lot easier now,” he added. 
“The army takes much better care of 
you now. And there are special bene-
fits for lone soldiers and new olim.”

Some high school seniors make the 
IDF an early priority, occasionally even 
enlisting right out of high school. That 
wasn’t Ezra’s trajectory. 

After graduating in June 2008, Ezra 
began learning at Yeshiva Shaarei 
Mevaseret Tzion. Soon he became 
interested in an Israeli kollel on 
campus, where “I learned a lot of 
Hebrew and got more into Israeli 
culture. I also saw the advantages of 
Torah learning in that kind of environ-
ment, so when I returned for a second 
year I was looking for a more serious 
level of learning, more mature.”

He found what he was looking for 
at Yeshivat Maalot in the north of 
Israel, a so-called hesder yeshiva 
with an optional military component. 
Ezra began learning at Maalot in 
November 2009, and a month later 
“I was sure I was going in. I knew this 
was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.”

Ezra acknowledged that, besides 
curiosity, peer pressure played a role 
in his decision. “I realized that it must 
be important if everyone is doing it. 

’05 served) was stationed around the 
northern border, first near Maalot and 
then Metulla. They conducted foot 
and vehicular patrols and stakeouts, 
going on “very high alert” during a 
Lebanese rally right over the border. 
During a training session he ran into 
Danit Rozman ’07 and her brother 
Gabe ’09.

IDF commanders never discuss poli-
tics, Ezra said. “They always stress 
that we shouldn’t underestimate 
the enemy and its intelligence capa-
bilities, weapons training and knowl-
edge. We always should be prepared.”

As a U.S. citizen, Ezra has no IDF 
reserve commitment. “If I make 
aliyah,” he said, “I might.”

Ezra Betesh ’08
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Graduate is Think Tank’s New Manager for Foreign and Defense Policy

Lazar Berman ’99 has joined the staff 
of the American Enterprise Institute, a 
Washington, DC-based think tank that 
describes its mission as “dedicated 
to preserving and strengthening the 
foundations of a free society—limited 
government, competitive private 
enterprise, vital cultural and political 
institutions, and vigilant defense—
through rigorous inquiry, debate, and 
writing.”

AEI sponsors original research on 
the world economy, U.S. foreign 
policy and international security, and 
domestic political and social issues. 
As AEI’s program manager for foreign 
and defense policy, Lazar is involved 
in various areas of research and 
policy, including setting the direction 
for articles and events and budgetary 
work. “I have time to do some of my 
own writing as well,” he said, particu-
larly on military issues.

“It’s a very collegial place, very intel-
lectually stimulating” he said of his 
new employer. “People’s doors are 
open, and a big part of being here is 
learning from the resident scholars.” 
The 70 AEI scholars and fellows 

include John Bolton, Frederick Kagan 
and former Maimonides parent Leah 
Somers. A range of government 
officials, from potential presidential 
candidates to freshman legislators, 
are on site for briefings on various 
issues, he said.

After earning an undergraduate 
degree at Boston University, Lazar 
lived in Israel for four years, serving 
in the Israel Defense Forces as a 
commissioned officer. He said his IDF 
experience enhanced his resume, 
with “expertise in military aspects of 
foreign policy, understanding how 
things work on the ground, and the 
relationships between the political 
and the military.” 

He added that “leading a platoon of 
30 to 40 soldiers gave me manage-
ment skills that I can use in my 
present position… Having been 
part of some big events and under-
standing how the process works 
made me want to think about, discuss 
and move on to bigger issues.” 

Lazar received a master’s degree in 
security studies with a concentration 
in military operations from George-

town Univer-
sity last May. 
He continues 
to serve as the 
only Jewish 
chaplain-in-
residence 
at George-
town, a Jesuit 
university 
with Jewish 
students 
comprising 
some 10 
percent of the population.

Every residence hall has at least one 
chaplain, who “provides pastoral care 
for the few hundred students in a 
residence hall,” Lazar explained. The 
experience has been enlightening. “It 
is an exciting and vigorous discussion 
of faiths,” he said.

Lazar was a captain of one of the first 
varsity baseball teams at Maimonides. 
He said he was especially influenced 
by Coaches Brian Fox and Craig Genu-
aldo. “They gave us confidence and 
the ethic of fighting for what you 
want.” 

Maimonides School 2000 
graduates and family 

members gather for their 
annual Purim seudah 

in New York, from left: 
Dovid Green, Binyamin 

Berkovits, Rachel Pollack-
Berkovits and Aryeh 

Berkovits, Sol Redlich and 
Yishai Berkovits, Allison 
Pultman, Avi Pultman, 

Sara Pultman, Nessa 
Liben, Noah Liben 

and Ayelet Liben, and Eitan 
Kimelman. Avi and Sara 

Pultman’s daughter Jenna 
also was on hand.

Lazar Berman ’99
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Rachel Epstein ‘07 Organizes Hillel’s First National 
Basketball Tournament

Rachel Epstein ‘07, a senior at the 
University of Maryland, chaired 
the recent inaugural National Hillel 
Basketball Tournament for men and 
women, held at College Park. Twenty-
five men’s teams and seven women’s 
teams from 20 colleges, comprising 
more than 250 players, took part.

Ten Maimonides alumni were among 
them: Rachel’s sister Ellie Epstein 
‘09, playing for Rutgers; Erica Singer 
09, Avi Klausner ’08 and Max Vogel 
’08 for the Boston University teams; 
Aaron Schacht ‘09, University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst; Toby Kuper-
waser ‘06, Brandeis; and Moshe 
Klausner ‘06, Yeshiva University. 
On the Maryland Hillel roster were 
Ashie Cheses ‘09, Avi Packer ’09 and 
Shlomo Golshirazian ’07. Also, Oren 
Shuchatowitz ’09 was a coach for the 
Maryland men’s team. 

According to an article in the Wash-
ington Jewish Week, “Rachel said she 
first got the idea to organize a multi-
campus, NCAA-style basketball tour-
nament after participating in a Mary-
land Hillel three-on-three tournament 
when she was a freshman. ‘I saw the 
potential for a much larger event, and 
I was shocked that it didn’t already 

exist. I promised myself to make it 
happen before I graduated’.” 

“The energetic Boston native, with 
the help of an 11-person student 
board and the Maryland Hillel staff, 
raised funds, sent out applications 
to colleges across North America 
and recruited more than 100 student 
volunteers to host players, organize 
the event and execute it,” the report 
continued.

In addition to the basketball games 
and Shabbat observance, the 
weekend included soccer and volley-
ball games and a community service 
component. Proceeds from the event 
benefited the participating Hillels 
and Bring It In—Israel, a non-profit 
organization in Netanya that uses the 
game of basketball to teach life skills, 
develop leaders, and build commu-
nity for disadvantaged youth.

Rachel recently stepped down as 
founding director of the M-Cat Sports 
Camp, a three-week summer sports 
instructional and participatory experi-
ence for Maimonides Elementary and 
Middle School students. The camp is 
staffed entirely by former and current 
Maimonides student-athletes.
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School Still Seeking 48 
“Lost” Alumni

The initial appeal for help in 
locating graduates for whom the 
Maimonides Alumni Office does 
not have any contact information 
had limited success. If you have 
information on how to contact 
the following, please write info@
maimonides.org or call (617) 232-
4452, ext. 405:

David Adler ’87, Jeffrey Adler ’83, 
Paul Berger ’61, Israel Birnbaum 
’66, Shalom Cohen ’64, Miriam 
Epstein ’89, Marian Finkelstein 
’67, Rita Finkelstein ’64, Melvin 
Fisher ’54, Faith Freedman ’84, 
Yael (Shuchatowitz) Freedman 
’03, Darren Gerber ’89, Babak 
Ghalili ’81, Alfred Goldin ’75, 
Charles Gottlieb ’65, and Robert 
Green ’73. 

Also, Pamela (Rutberg) Green-
wald ’74, Suzanne (Bavly) 
Greenwald ’85, Ari Gurewitz ’89, 
Aharon Halevy ’01, Ian Herman 
’84, Michelle Hoberman ’77, Ilan 
Hochman ’79, Arthur Hollander 
’58, Earl Hollander ’53, Dalit 
Inbal ’74, Rachel (Cutter) Kvadrat 
’80, Joshua Leeder ’63, Regina 
Lesh ’70, Philip Levin ’75, Joshua 
Lieber ’86 and Yisrael Lieber ’89.

Also, Mon Margolis ’97, Ann 
(Belofsky) Miller ’60, David 
Mizrahi ’80, Aliza (Freundlich) 
Nohi ’84, Esther Peres ’79, 
Carmen Rahimi ’79, Chaim 
Robinson ’81, Nechama 
Robinson ’82, Dina Roizenblit 
’77, Tamar Rosenblum ‘77, Steven 
Samuels ’77, Lea Stern ’89, Alan 
Swartz ’77, Cynthia White ’77 and 
Caroline Yaghoubzadeh ’80.

Another Graduate Serving in IDF

Ben Barnhart ’05 is undergoing 
basic training for the prestigious 
Golani Brigade of the Israel Defense 
Forces. Ben made aliyah last year and 
completed the ulpan at Kibbutz Sde 
Eliyahu. He was admitted to Keshet 
Yehuda Pre-Military Academy in 

Ramat HaGolan, which focuses on a 
number of key qualities and skills for 
a successful military experience, all in 
the context of Torah learning. Ben was 
drafted in March. He is also a chayal 
boded (“lone soldier”) at Kibbutz Sde 
Eliyahu.
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