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Maimonides School sophomores, from left,

Malka Langermann, Tova Ramelson and

Rebecca Boroda rest with their brooms

after a morning of volunteer cleanup work

at Boston's Franklin Park Zoo. They were

among more than 50 classmates who

participated in class Community Day

service projects on Feb. 28. Other benefici-

aries were Cradles to Crayons, which

provides donated everyday supplies to

low-income and homeless children; the

Greater Boston Food Bank and St. Francis

House shelter. All Upper School grades

undertake chesed projects on service days

throughout the school year.
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FACULTY FOCUSES ON DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION
The Maimonides School faculty set aside

March 19 as a professional development day,

with the emphasis on the teaching of, and

learning by, students of differing abilities in

the same classroom. This is the professional

development focus for this academis year as

outlined in the Annual Operating Plan.

"Differentiation of instruction is a major

theme that we have been focusing on for 

a long time," said Rabbi Stuart Klammer,

Elementary School principal. The March 19

session "was an important event.The  faculty

feels it has a more in-depth understanding

of differentiated instruction.Teachers appre-

ciated the activities and are really excited,

ready to go. The real work now begins."

"This continues our theme of teaching to

meet the needs of all learners," said 

Ken Weinstein, Middle and Upper School

principal for general studies. "Teachers 

have very few opportunities to talk 

about and reflect upon what they do daily,

so it was important to have a day where 

we considered the latest in brain research

and work on how we can apply it to 

improve instruction."

Maimonides School's new student center

officially opened after the February break—

and became a hub for Upper School social,

recreational and intellectual activity virtu-

ally overnight. The 750 square-foot area,

constructed alongside the hallway which

connects Saval Auditorium to the Upper

School wing, radiates student life.

"It is a big gift for the

students—and they

appreciate it very

much," said Rabbi

Yair Altshuler, Middle

and Upper School

principal. "We have

been lucky to be here

for the achievement

of a student lounge—

something that has

been asked for over the past decade,

something that a student in every school

wishes for," wrote Student Council

Presidents Rachel Epstein and Jonathan

Miller in a thank-you letter to the Board of

Directors. "Our enrollment is up 15 percent

in the last five years in the Upper School, so

this space is really welcomed," pointed out

Ken Weinstein, Middle and Upper School

principal for general studies.

Work on the student center, financed by
anonymous donations, began late last

summer. The room
is equipped with
chairs that can be
moved in any
configuration, as
well as a collection
of board games, a
foosball-like table,
magazine racks,
and tackboards for
photos and notices.

"Sometimes kids

just need a place to hang out and play chess

or Risk," Mr. Weinstein observed. "In high

schools, we sometimes forget how

important playtime can be to recharge 

the brain." 

STUDENT CENTER AN INSTANT SUCCESS

Continued on page 7

Continued on page 7

l"vfFounded in 1937 by Rabbi Dr. Joseph B. Soloveitchik,

Students enjoy a recreational break in the new
student center.
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In Memory OF RABBI M.J. COHN
By Daniel Langermann '69

During my 13 years at Maimonides, there was one principal over

all grades K-12, Rabbi M.J. Cohn, z"l. I knew there was a special

friendship between our families. My own father, a"h, had inter-

viewed with Rabbi Cohn for a teaching position at Maimonides.

We have photos of them together at the bimah of the old high

school at Intervale Street in Roxbury. There are also photos of

them cavorting during summers at Cape Cod.

The formative years of our school had their own hashkafic and

masoretic chain—Rabbi Soloveitchik, zt"l, guided Rabbi Cohn,

Rabbi Cohn guided the faculty and the faculty guided the

students. The first generations of students were not told about

the school's origins as a matter of history. Rather, they witnessed

the Rov and Rabbi Cohn patrolling the halls, monitoring the

classrooms and attending to both the highest educational goals

and the more mundane details of running a school.

The friendship between our families was not sufficient to deter

the youthful student from exploring the limits of acceptable

behavior. One evening, after I had finished doing time for some

offense, Rabbi Cohn approached me. I did not know what to

expect. "Young man (as he was

fond of saying)! You may now be

dismissed." I began to pack my

books. "Not so fast!" he said. I sat

back down. "It's dark, and cold

outside, I will drive you home." 

The short ride home was to

assure me that while he was

obligated to be the discipli-

narian; he always remained even

more my friend. He joked for a bit, and when we pulled up to my

house, drove one side of the car up on to the sidewalk, as close

to my front door as he could manage. Holding back a smile, he

exclaimed: "I provide door-to-door service!"

Rabbi Cohn knew every student, their families and their

individual situations. He applied the best educational methods,

appropriate discipline and humor. He single-handedly

performed the functions of an entire educational team. Our

friendship continued throughout my years at Maimonides. At

graduation, our class wanted to give back to the individual who

gave so much of himself to us. My classmates asked me to

present Rabbi Cohn with a surprise gift. Usurping the stage at

graduation may have been common during the turbulent

sixties, but not at Maimonides. Nevertheless, I did so, enabling

our class to publicly honor this extraordinary individual.

Every year, in a letter to the graduating class for the yearbook,

Rabbi Cohn was fond of urging graduates that success will

come "through your own endeavor." Our school has, baruch

Hashem, grown and improved over the decades. Today, there

are facilities and resources that were never imagined in my time.

While there are many who have helped to build the school, the

school's success will always remain very much rooted in Rabbi

M.J. Cohn's "own endeavors." Yehi zichro baruch.

(The 13th yahrzeit of Rabbi M.J. Cohn was 7 Nisan.)DDVVAARR TTOORRAAHH

TEFILLAH: PROCESS, NOT PETITION
by Rabbi Yair Altshuler, Middle and Upper School Principal

All Jews are still praying for sufficient rainfall in Eretz Yisrael, and we—

in Maimonides School—have been focusing on tefillah this year.

Therefore, I would like to discuss a famous story found in the Mishnah

in Ta'anit (19a), that combines both themes.

They once said to Choni ha-Me'agel (the circle-drawer) "Pray that rains

should fall." Said he to them: "Go and bring the Passover ovens inside, so

that they will not be spoiled by the rain." He prayed, but no rain fell. What

did he do? He drew a circle around him and, placing himself within it,

prayed as follows: "Master of the Universe! Your children have always

looked up to me as being a member of your household. I swear by your

Great Name, that I will not move from this place until you have

compassion on your children." The rain commenced to drip gently. Said he:

"It was not for this I prayed, but for rain sufficient to fill the wells, cisterns,

and caves." The rain then fell in torrents, and he said: "Not for such rain

have I prayed, but for mild, felicitous, and liberal showers." The rain then

descended in a normal manner, until the Jews of Jerusalem were obliged

to seek refuge on the Temple Mount.They then said to Choni: "Even as thou

didst pray that the rain might descend, so pray now that it may cease"… 

Shim'on b. Shetach sent him the following message: "Were you not Choni,

I would pronounce a ban upon you. But what shall I do to you, for you

misbehave towards the Omnipresent, yet He fulfills your wish; like a son

who misbehaves towards his father, and his father nevertheless fulfills his

wish. To you may be applied the passage: 'Let your father and mother

rejoice, and may she who bore you be glad' (Mishlei 23:25)."

This story of Choni is often quoted to emphasize Choni's greatness. It is

very clear that he was a tzadik whose every request was granted by

Hashem. I would like to draw your attention to the other rabbi in the

story, Shim'on ben Shetach, from whom we can also learn a great deal.

Shim'on b. Shetach criticized Choni. He understood that Choni had a

special relationship with God, but he expressed disapproval of Choni's

approach in tefillah. What could be the reason?

It seems that Shim'on Ben Shetach was concerned about the nature of

tefillah. In his eyes, what Choni did was not tefillah; it was, rather, an

order to Hashem by a tzadik. Choni related to Hashem as a son does to

his father, and that is the way he envisioned the relationship between

Hashem and Am Yisrael. Not even once did he mention Hashem as king

and Bnei Yisrael as servants. A son doesn't need a prolonged process to

approach his father. He can open his office door, step in, ask for

whatever he needs at that moment, and get it right away. And if he

does not get what he wants, he can argue until he does.

A servant, on the other hand, needs to follow a process. The process

might take a long time and be very exhausting, but there is no way to

hurry it.The servant knows that he might get what he asks for, but that

he might not. Shim'on b. Shetach was afraid that Am Yisrael will count

on Choni and other tzadikim to do the work for them, and that Bnei

Yisrael will not have the patience to follow the long process of tefillah.

Most often, we don't see the results of our tefillah immediately. We

must understand that tefillah is not a way to ask Hashem for things and

to get whatever we ask for; it is, rather, a way for to connect to Him, to

feel our special relationship with Him and our dependence upon

Him—whether our request is granted or not. This is what Shim'on b.

Shetach wanted to emphasize in his critique of Choni ha-Me'agel.
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Mazal tov to...
Donald and Aviva (Cohn) Yasnyi '62 on the bar mitzvah of their
grandson.

Ethel Chaya (Leder) '66 and Feiwel Igel on the birth of their grandson,
Baruch Avraham Bannett.

Alan '79 and Susan Katz on the bar mitzvah of their son Benjamin '12.

Chaya Sarah (Walter) '80 and Shalom Lampert on the bar mitzvah of
their sons, Ezra and Nechemia.

Sharon (Small) '80 and Eli Kolb on the engagement of their son,
Moshe.

Rochelle Walter '83 on her marriage to Rabbi Ben Waxman.

Rabbi Elly Krimsky ‘86 on his engagement to Yocheved ben Pazi.

Paul ’93 and Shulamit Hurwitz on the birth of their daughter, Sheindel
Nava. She is the granddaughter of Marjorie (Hurwitz) '62 and Walter
Einstein an the great-granddaughter of Ruth Einstein, a Maimonides
volunteer leader for more than 50 years.

Ariel '93 and Elana Margolis on the birth of their daughter, Sophie
Rachel.

Dr. Avi Weiss '94 and Devra Goldberg on the birth of their daughter,
Jerusalem Zion.

Doron '95 and Malka Simon on the birth of their son, Abraham.

Hadassah Margolis '96 on her engagement to Michael Goldstein.

Aryeh Baronofsky '97 on his engagement to Aliza Libman, Maimonides
Middle and Upper School Tanach teacher.

Joshua '99 and Sarah Blechner on the birth of their daughter, Leora.

Beth (Schuss) '99 and Ariel Zell on the birth of their son, Yair
Menachem.

Zave Monisov '00 on his engagement to Alina Gershman, a former
Maimonides student.

Karen Schreiber '00 on her engagement to Danny Zwillenberg.

Eli Hartman '01 on his engagement to Leslie Frankel.

Natanel Palefski '02 on his engagement to Goldie Robinson

Avi Weiner '02 on his engagement to Stefanie Makar.

Yoseph Gurevich '04 on his engagement to Yael Rubin.

RESEARCH, DESIGN, DOCTORAL STUDIES
LIKE PLAYING GAMES, '94 ALUMNA SAYS

Jessica Hammer '94 wasn't a student-

athlete during her high school days. And

she wasn't one of those kids who relaxes

between classes with a chessboard, a ping-

pong paddle or a Gameboy. But these days

she is really invested in games—enough to

make them the focus of her doctoral

program at Columbia. "I'm combining a

Ph.D. on games research—formally in

cognitive psychology—with an active

game design practice, as well as with teaching game design to high school,

college and graduate students," she reports.

Jessica explains that she is part of "the serious games movement—games

that have a purpose, a function, games that might teach you something or

make you feel a certain way. For example, kids will internalize different

ways of thinking about their health through play. Instead of learning facts,

they will learn new ways of thinking."

At Maimonides, Jessica was one of 40 finalists in the national Westinghouse

Science Talent Search (her research was on how children learn language).

After graduating, she recounts, "I knew I wanted to do something in

affective computing—technology that makes a difference in how people

think and feel." She earned a Harvard degree and went to work for TERC,

helping design a game called Zoombini Mountain Rescue.

"I discovered I liked game design," she says. "I was good at it…. I found out

who was working in the field, showed up at their door and said, 'Hi. Teach

me'." She learned from experts like Eric Zimmerman and Frank Lantz, both

gurus of independent game design.

"My interest as a researcher, educator and designer is in the intersection of

stories, games and communities—how people get together and collab-

orate, in playful and voluntary ways to produce creative objects" in both

technical and non-technical environments, Jessica explains. That includes

"looking at why groups are different—the kinds of compromises people

have when they produce or play together."

It's an interdisciplinary endeavor, she continues, including computer

science, psychology, visual and audio design. "I add my interest in commu-

nication and narrative. My job is to figure out how that applies to how and

why people play, people create, and people work well or badly in groups."

She collaborates with specialists in visual and audio design and draws on

work in fields as diverse as communications, economics and literary theory,

as well as in computer science, psychology, educational theory, and 

interactive design. "And that doesn't even get into the domain expertise 

I have to acquire in areas ranging from nutrition and health to physics to

theories of social change!"

Jessica is doing design consulting for a variety of clients, teaching an

education course about games and learning, and a computer science

course on video game design and development. In the fall, she said, she

also will be teaching at NYU. Jessica also is involved with a small Columbia

research group, "grad students and professors researching games from

different points of view. I'm a bit of a maverick because of my interest in

storytelling and creativity." New York, she says, "has become a hub of game

academics and designers—they've been really supportive, mixing research

and practice. I'm finding ways to apply the stuff that I'm doing in

school to the real world." 

She has started her dissertation, which will focus on collabo-

ration and improvisation in creative play. Jessica says she intends

to eventually teach at the university level, and continue research

"to develop and understand psychological and social principles

that will help people design better games (and) "that will let me

know how to make a better storyteller, a better creator, a better

collaborator. Creating together is a profound thing. I want to

figure out how to support people doing that." 

AALLUUMMNNII
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The Middle and Upper School Sefardic community will convene in a

beautifully appointed beit midrash after Pesach, thanks to the

generosity of a local businessman who was born in Iran.

Contractors are converting Room U-29 in the Middle School wing to "a

beit midrash that will serve as a davening place for the Minyan Sfaradi,"

said Rabbi Yair Altshuler, Middle and Upper School principal. The room

will feature maple finishes, a drop ceiling with lighting, a built-in Aron

Kodesh and carpeting, according to Mervin Alge, Maimonides director

of operations. "We are trying to create a genuine Sefardi beit midrash,

from the parochet, the Sifrei Torah and the shulchan to the

arrangement of the tables and chairs."

"For nine years they have had their own minyan, with lots of care

toward tefillah," commented Rabbi Altshuler. "It's about time we had

this special place. We hope that this beautiful makom tefillah will

improve the Sfaradi davening even more."

Benefactor of this project is Edmund I. Shamsi, a real estate developer

of Brookline, who often davens with the Maimonides kehillah. Mr.

Shamsi, who was born in Teheran, lived in Israel for many years and is a

veteran of the IDF. Mr. Alge said the donor has had significant input into

the new decor.

"Ed has secured Sefardic sifrei Torah and siddurim in addition to

working closely with Merv Alge to design and create a magnificent

new shul for our kids. Understanding that Ed and Helene are motivated

by a desire to help all Jewish children develop a closer relationship

with G-d has made this project especially gratifying," said Nathan Katz

'73, Maimonides chair for institutional advancement.

Maimonides has supported a separate minyan for students of Sefardic

heritage for nearly a decade. For the past few years it has been located

in Room U-29, a slightly oversized classroom built in 1989 to 

accommodate increasing enrollment. "We've been able to have a semi-

shul atmosphere," acknowledged Shlomo Golshirazian '07. "But to

have a beit midrash there, with a set mechitza and our own Aron, will

enhance the spirituality and the feel." His classmate David Betesh

added that the 45-student group is also looking forward to reading

from a Sefardi Torah.

Mr. Alge pointed out that the beit midrash will continue to be used as a

Judaic studies classroom as well.

"On behalf of the Sefardi minyan, we really appreciate this," said

Shlomo. "It will definitely be put to good use." Added David, "We're

continuing the Sefardic legacy at Maimonides School." 

Sephardic Students Embrace Beautiful New Beit Midrash

A Maimonides School Hebrew language teacher is borrowing a

technique from the world of cognitive psychology to improve 

her fourth graders' ability to

think, discuss and present effec-

tively in Ivrit.

Raphaella Serfaty divided her

students into teams representing

the "six thinking hats," a model by

the Malta-born psychologist

Edward De Bono for categorizing

the thinking process to promote

analysis and creativity.

"Each hat represents a different

way of thinking," Mrs. Serfaty

explained.The red hat symbolizes

feelings and emotions, green

promotes new ideas, the white

hat means objective information,

yellow addresses the benefits of a situation, the black hat is critical

thinking and blue gives an overall view—"where we are in the process,

and where we go from here."

"I wanted to introduce to the kids the different ways of thinking," she

continued. "Wearing different hats allows them to adopt different

points of view. So, for example, if a student says something in a certain

way, I can tell him or her, 'Now try to say the same thing using a yellow

hat, or a blue hat'." The experiment began just before Purim, a time

when children expect to try new ways to dress.

"In class, each six-student team had a different situation," Ms. Serfaty

related, and each was asked to present responses appropriate to his or

her "thinking hat," entirely in

Hebrew, of course. "It's a method

of creative thinking and

problem-solving, and to get to

know what way of thinking is

best for you," Ms. Serfaty said. She

expects to return to this format

from time to time.

The scenarios presented for

discussion were common family

dilemmas. "There was a kid trying

to get his parents to buy him a

dog," Ms. Serfaty recounted. "The

yellow hat said a dog can be fun

for the family and develop

responsibility in the child.

However, after hearing from the

black hat, who reminded that a dog can be messy and needs to be

walked, one of the girls in the green hat said, 'So, get a cat'.. That's a

creative direction of thinking!"

Other original approaches the class is undertaking includes sending

postcards to each other, through which they learn the mechanics of

letter-writing in Hebrew. Ms. Serfaty also has asked the children to

write the history of a family heirloom. Students plan to collect the

stories into a booklet for their parents.

STUDENTS HEAD TOWARD FLUENT HEBREW WITH SIX "THINKING HATS"

Fourth graders trying on their "thinking hats" are, from left, Lexi Scheer,Talia Schiff,
Hannah Stanhill and Emily Jaffe.
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Pleasures of Purim Can’t Be Disguised
Lifelong memories are engendered by the excitement and originality of the Elementary School

Purim Carnival. This year's event, in Fox Gymnasium, featured (clockwise, from top, left) third-

grader Elinor Lovich; kindergarten classmates Joey Guedalia and Rafi Kaplan; second-grade sack

racers, from left, Shani Wolfson, Sarah Drapkin, Aleeza Schoenberg and Hannah Spear; perusing the

prizes are, from left, kindergartener Izzy Botman, third grader Jonathan Cohen, kindergartener

Aviva Savitz and second grader Ariana Gewurz.

5

MUSIC FILLS SCHOOL, 
AS  RECITALS ABOUND 
March was a musical month at Maimonides,
as more than 100 student-musicians enter-
tained scores of teachers, parents, relatives
and friends at three special public events.

The annual Middle and Upper School recital
on March 10 featured several performances
of classical music by students who study
privately. The event was coordinated for the
first time by senior Melody Michaelson, a
pianist who not only teaches in the After
School Program but also performs as an act
of chesed at area nursing homes and assisted
living facilities.

Following the classical repertoire, Mike
Maleson, director, and the 10-piece Upper
School Jazz Band changed the pace with
several numbers.

The next afternoon, 37 student-musicians
who study piano with Melody participated
in an Elementary School recital in Saval
Auditorium. Melody dedicated the event to
the memory of her grandmother, Estelle
Berger, a"h, who she said studied violin with
the renowned composer Leonard Bernstein.
"She always encouraged me and gave me a
great appreciation for and love of music,"
Melody told the audience.

On March 25, the Brener Building was
enriched with the musical talents of more
than 30 children in Grades K-6, performing
on a variety of instruments in the Parent-
Teacher Association's annual Elementary
School recital. The event was coordinated
again by Dr. Jody Dushay, mother of Annika
'14 and Zoe '16 Gompers.

A Maimonides School sophomore is

featured on the cover of Project Bread's

2007 Walk for Hunger brochure. Leah

Sarna is pictured participating in last

year's 20-mile walk. The event, which

has attracted Maimonides students for

several years, raises money for soup

kitchens and food pantries throughout

the metropolitan area. And it's not too

soon to make a pledge for this year’s

team—Helene Weiner '07 reports that 

www.projectbread.org/goto/maimow4h

is set up for the school team's

supporters. Participants cover up to 20

miles and collect per mile or one-sum

pledges in response.
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RABBI MAAYAN OFFERS PERSPECTIVE GAINED
FROM PATHS TO "MANY JEWISH WORLDS"
Rabbi David Maayan says his "path has led me to connect to many Jewish worlds."

The second-year Talmud teacher in the Middle

and Upper School, a self-described baal teshuvah,

says there is a common denominator: "I always

loved teaching."

A Manhattan native, Rabbi Ma'ayan grew up in

Newton and was an undergraduate at Oberlin

College in Ohio, majoring in religion with a focus

on Jewish mysticism. He next lived in Boulder, CO,

where at a Shabbaton he met Rabbi Natan

Greenberg, founder and rosh yeshiva of Bat Ayin

Yeshiva near Alon Shvut in Gush Etzion, Israel.

"I was very impressed with his Torah and with him as a person," Rabbi Maayan said,

so in the summer of 1998 he began four years of study there. One highlight was

meeting his future wife, who was learning at the yeshiva's midrasha. He spent an

additional two years in Jerusalem, learning at the Mir Yeshiva and Gruss Kollel and

receiving his rabbinic ordination.

When he came back to the area from Israel in 2004, Rabbi Maayan became a resident

in the pastoral counseling program at St. Elizabeth's Hospital in Brighton. Serving as

a chaplain was "a very expansive experience," Rabbi Maayan related. "I love book

learning…but this forced and enabled me to find a different part of myself and

connect with people more directly."

Rabbi Maayan did some teaching to students and visitors at Bat Ayin, helped launch

Yeshiva Simchat Shlomo in Jerusalem, and taught some classes at Newton's Adams

Street shul, Young Israel of Sharon and in Brighton. But teaching teenagers at

Maimonides "was a new experience for me."

"My main philosophy of teaching—to whatever age—is to approach people with

respect," he explained. "I try to respect people's opinions and show them sources in

the text where some of their questions, concerns and ideas can be connected.

Sometimes, especially with younger kids, you have to discipline.That's just part of the

reality. But whenever possible, mutual respect is preferable to authority…. I want kids

to feel part of the process…and I've learned a lot from the kids' questions and ideas."

Rabbi Maayan and his wife Ziesl have two boys, Netzach, 5, and Eli, 3. "They're

extremely energetic," the rabbi said wryly.

ISRAEL Celebration TO
FEATURE FLAG SQUAD
Plans are taking shape for what may be the

Boston area's biggest festivities in solidarity

with the State of Israel. And Maimonides

School's sixth-grade precision flag squad, the

Daglanim, is scheduled to be a central part of

the entertainment.

New England Celebrates Israel is scheduled for

Sunday, May 20, from 1-7 p.m. at Gillette

Stadium in Foxboro, home of the New England

Patriots. Highlights will include musical and

dance performances from Israel, products from

Israeli businesses, children's activities, and food

and wine.

The Daglanim are directed by Shira Levi, one of

the school's four Bnei Akiva shlichim. She is

assisted by the other shlichim, as well as Limor

Cohen-Melul, Elementary School Hebrew

language and limudei kodesh teacher. Shira

Heller, a Maimonides parent who is assisting in

the second grade, is overseeing all Yom

Ha'Atzmaut activities in the Elementary School,

including the Daglanim program.

The team's performances have been a

highlight of Maimonides' Yom Ha'Atzmaut

celebrations for the past several years, with

intricate choreography modeled after similar

routines in Israel.

One unique aspect of the day, appropriate for

the venue, will be exhibition games involving

the elite players of Israel's semi-pro flag

football league. The visiting athletes will

include Dvir Weinberg '96, who plans to be

here along with his wife Zahava and their

infant daughter.

For up-to-date details on the event, visit

www.celebrateisrael.org.

NEW ENDOWMENT UNDERWRITES ANNUAL YOM HASHOAH PROGRAM
A new endowment, memorializing two

Holocaust survivors, will underwrite an

annual Yom HaShoah program for

Maimonides School students in Grades 9-12

beginning next year.

The Shlomo and Miriam Eizenkeit Holocaust

Lectureship was established by the Ravid

(Chestnut Hill) and Nusinov (Ra'anana, Israel)

families, in memory of their parents and

parents-in-law. It is meant to "promote Shoah

remembrance and awareness" among the

students, according to the donors.

Rabbi Yair Altshuler, Maimonides Middle and

Upper School principal, thanked the donors

on behalf of the school and noted that 

he expects the lecture to serve as a 

"springboard for us to create a much more

meaningful program for the whole day of

Yom Hashoah."

According to a biography provided by the

donors, "Miriam Eizenkeit and most of her

family escaped the horrors in Poland by

fleeing to Russia, where they faced other

challenges, and eventual salvation. Shlomo

Eizenkeit was the sole survivor of his

immediate family. As a youngster, he was

separated from them in the Warsaw Ghetto

and taken to a work camp building the

Maidanek concentration camp. His decision to

escape through the roof of a newly-built

barrack was the beginning of a long struggle

and eventual rebuilding." 

Drs. Shmuel and Katya Ravid are the 

parents of two Maimonides graduates, Yinon

'01  and Noga '03, and current ninth grader

Jonathan.



Ironically, there are times when young people find

the student center ideal for studying. "The chairs are

the most comfortable in the school," said Arielle

Birnbaum '08, as she transcribed notes by one of the

sun-filled windows. Her classmate Yossi Ciment, who

was studying nearby, agreed, adding, "Everything

moves around whenever you want."

"It's the most quiet place to study when people aren't

in here," said Bracha Robinson '10, who was working

with her classmate Esther Petrack. "But at other times

it's a place where you can talk really loud." Esther said the board games like Monopoly are a

refreshing change from computer games.

"You can always find someone there," said Rabbi Altshuler, adding that the students have accepted

and carried out the responsibility of respecting the new space.
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STUDENT CENTER AN INSTANT SUCCESS Continued from page 1

Elementary School faculty members took part in a program run by Julie Gordon of Gateways: Access

to Jewish Education (formed through the recent merger of two Jewish special education agencies).

Components included review of differentiation, hands-on practical planning, and meetings with

teachers individually and in groups. "We will continue in June with another professional day from

Gateways," Rabbi Klammer said. "It is part of our overall effort to individualize instruction more effec-

tively in the classroom. The faculty has been working very hard on this."

"Last summer, led by the faculty professional development committee, all faculty read one of several

books on this topic," he continued. "This has been a major goal throughout the year, and faculty

regularly think about this and incorporate it in lessons."

The Middle and Upper School also featured a new steering committee of faculty and principals. The

group planned the March 19 workshop on the latest in brain-based learning research, for both

Judaic and general studies teachers, said Rabbi Yair Altshuler, principal.

Teachers began their program with a renowned multi-media production presenting a vicarious

experience of students with learning disabilities, highlighting the obstacles they encounter in a

typical classroom. The "F.A.T. (frustration, anxiety, tension) City" workshop was developed by Rick

Lavoie, a special education administrator, teacher and advocate for more than 35 years. Faculty

members conducted small group discussions following the presentation.

Nathaniel Berman, science teacher, presented a peer model for differentiated instruction. Middle and

Upper School teachers also took part in an interactive workshop to help redesign classroom delivery

and monitor gains in implementing differentiated instruction. During the afternoon, small groups

convened for brainstorming sessions on alternative teaching methods. Then teachers met in pairs

and, using a guided worksheet, focused on these changes.

"As more and more teachers realize that the lecture format only reaches 25 percent of their students,

they are able to plan lessons and activities that address the needs of the other 75 percent who learn

best in other ways," Mr. Weinstein commented.

Rabbi Klammer thanked Maxine Zizmor '69, director of Elementary School support services, "for

helping organize the day, and for her constant efforts in helping everyone develop stronger skills in

differentiation. She is leading the way for us in the Elementary School."

Josh Wolff, exectutive director, praised the work of not only the Maimonides faculty, but 

the entire community of day schools. "Maimonides students are increasingly realizing their 

potential under the leadership of Brenda [Hefter, Middle and Upper School Learning Center 

director] and Maxine [Zizmor]. The collective culture in our local Jewish day schools has 

undergone a transformation thanks to the efforts of Sandy Miller-Jacobs, the BJE and CJP’s Initiative

for Day School Excellence." 

DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION Continued from page 1

Seniors Alex Edelman and Rachel Epstein use
the student center for academics.
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The Maimonides School family was

saddened by the unexpected passing

last month of Moshe Cohen-Skaly, z"l,

popular high school Hebrew language

coordinator and teacher from 1982-1991.

Mr. Cohen-Skaly most recently was owner

of Beacon Kosher food store in Brookline.

The school is compiling memories of its former teacher, and invites

alumni and friends to send reminiscences to info@maimonides.org.

The creation of the State of Israel is one of the seminal events in Jewish History.
Recognizing the significance of the state and its national institutions, we seek to instill in our students an 

attachment to the State of Israel and its people as well as a sense of responsibility for their welfare.

Twelve Upper School students were delegates to Yeshiva University's

17th National Model United Nations in Parsippany, NJ. Senior Capts.

Yael Mizrahi and Amy Tischler were accompanied by senior Aliza

Petrack, juniors Sarah Cassel, Shira Falk, Ze'ev Gebler, Ashira

Gendelman, Alexander Rich-Shea and Avi-Hi Youshaei, and sopho-

mores Harry Chiel, Jessica Kasmer-Jacobs and Leah Sarna. Faculty

advisors on the trip were Dr. Jerald Halpern, biology teacher, and

Roberta Wright, social studies chair. Spanish teacher Gabrielle Wallace

helped prepare the Maimonides team.

The program is a simulation students

of the workings of the actual UN,

allowing students to learn more about

international diplomacy. As delegates,

students research various positions

and represent those views.

The Office of Admissions is expanding its database of

households interested in boarding 2007-2008 students

who reside out of the area. Tami Kesselman, director of

admissions, reports that a number of prospective students

who live too far away to commute have inquired about

living accommodations. Although Maimonides School

doesn't sponsor these connections (families make their

own financial  arrangements), the

school has been facilitating them for

many years. If you wish to join the list,

or seek more information, please

contact Tami at (617) 232-4452 x109

or tkesselman@maimonides.org.

Dr. Jean Kasmer and her daughters Ariella '11 and Jessica '09

Kasmer-Jacobs accepted a plaque honoring their parents and

grandparents Morris and Rose Kasmer presented by

Maimonides parent Harry Bloom of the Boston friends of

Magen David Adom (ARMDI). The Kasmer Family matched

money raised and contributed last fall by Maimonides School

students and their counterparts in area day schools and

synagogue schools leading to purchase of a new

intensive-care ambulance headed for Haifa. Mr. Bloom

also addressed students in Grades 5-12,

exhorting them to combine their

prayers with action on behalf of Israel.

The Office of Alumni Relations has now produced

and distributed three monthly issues of Kol Bogrei

Rambam, an electronic newsletter for and about

Maimonides School graduates. We are always

looking for news and features for upcoming

editions; send details or suggestions to

alumni@maimonides.org. (And graduates, please

write if you're not receiving Kol Bogrei Rambam.

Back issues are available at www.maimonides.org in

the alumni news and events section.)

Plans are well under way for Maimonides School's

11th annual Grandparents and Special Guests Day,

planned for Friday, May 18 (Rosh Chodesh Sivan).

The agenda for visitors will include classroom

visits, lunch with music by the Maimonides Jazz

Band, and an afternoon musical program by

Elementary School students. Invitations will be

mailed after Pesach. If we do not have the contact

information for the grandparents or special

friends you wish to have invited for your child,

please contact us at (617) 232-4452 x105 or

info@maimonides.org with the information.
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