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Maimonides School welcomed the 60 mem-

bers of the class of 2008 to the ranks of alumni

during the 56th Commencement ceremony

Sunday morning, June 15. Fox Gymnasium was

packed with family members, teachers, stu-

dents and graduates, who cheered and

applauded the school’s largest senior class.

Eliezer Zimble delivered the Hebrew valedic-

tory. In his translation, Eli declared,“The unique

zeitgeist of Maimonides has provided us with

the combined strength of limudei kodesh and

general studies, the very embodiment of Torah

u’mada. In a typical school day, we had an

uncountable number of formative experiences

from both sides… Our two powerful traditions

are the two strands of DNA, the very makeup

of who we are.”

Dvora Toren presented the English address,

which was selected from among several sub-

mitted to the administration for consideration.

Dvora related her personal story of enrolling in

Maimonides after finishing eighth grade in a

public high school.“I still live in two worlds, but

LARGEST SENIOR CLASS DEPARTS MAIMONIDES WITH DIPLOMAS

Danielle Bessler, Ezra Betesh and fellow seniors
bisect the Fox Gymnasium throng as Commence-
ment ceremonies begin.

Continued on page 7

I know now that I’m not alone in this struggle,”

she said. “My entire graduating class is now

prepared to face it with commitment.”

Jeffrey Swartz, chair of the Maimonides School

Board, said that Rabbi Dr. Joseph B. Solo-

veitchik, zt”l, founder, “had you in mind when

he created this school.” He encouraged the

students to experience “the infinite possibili-

ties of every day as you live a Torah-centered

life in a very modern world.” Mr. Swartz also

praised the faculty for its role in preparing the

graduates.

Rabbi Yair Altshuler, principal, offered opening

remarks, stating that “everyone is required to

produce the best of himself in the best way

that fits his ability and interest, but he has to

remember to make sure that he meets God

there.”This is the basis of a Maimonides educa-

tion, he said.“We try to show and teach how it

is possible to approach any field of knowledge

from a viewpoint of Torah. It all starts with

Talmud, Chumash and Navi, but from there it

goes on to math and science, the arts and his-

tory, even sports and social activities, commit-

ment to the community and safe driving, the

Annual Gala Honors Tobins, Seniors
Hundreds of parents,seniors,teachers,directors,

friends and supporters culminated the 70th

Anniversary year of Maimonides School at the

elegant and amiable Annual Gala, which took

place on Sunday evening, June 1 at the John F.

Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum.

Honorees for the event were Jennifer and Scott

Tobin, parents and exemplary volunteers. The

Tobins were featured in a video tribute and

were introduced by friend and neighbor Zev

Gewurz. He presented them with an engraved

Kiddush cup, on behalf of the school family.

The Tobins, who have four sons, have been

Maimonides School parents for six years and

are now planning aliyah. Jennifer began her

volunteer service on the Recruitment Com-

mittee and is finishing a term as co-chair of the

Parent-Teacher Association. Scott has served

as a member of the Board of Directors,chairing

its Investment Committee, and as a member of

the Development Committee and Strategic

Planning Committee. The Tobins have also

been instrumental in classroom projects and

activities to bring parents together socially.

The Class of 2008 also was celebrated at the

Gala, with seniors introduced individually to

sustained applause. The co-presidents of the

Student Council took part in the program, as

Felicia Kuperwaser delivered a dvar Torah and Jennifer and Scott Tobin, honorees at the 2008 Gala,
display their gift Kiddush cup. (More photos, page 5)

Continued on page 6



ANNUAL “GIFT OF LIFE”
SCREENING ENDOWED 
BY OSBAND FAMILY
Every Maimonides School senior class will have

the opportunity to be screened for the Gift of Life

Bone Marrow registry, thanks to the newly-

endowed Michael E. Osband Gift of Life Program.

The program includes not only screening for

inclusion in the registry but also presentations on

the halacha of contributing to a bone marrow

drive, and medical information about the process

and the diseases it can mitigate.

Dr. Osband, z”l, was the father of four Maimonides

graduates and a dynamic volunteer leader during

the 1980s and ‘90s. Mrs. Barbara Osband said her

family endowed the annual screenings in memory

of their husband and father because “this is a liv-

ing memorial to him—an opportunity that we all

have to contribute in a very significant way.”

“What spoke to us about this was that you are giv-

ing people the ultimate act of chesed—a chance

at life,”she said.“Michael was the kind of man who,

unbeknown to most, did simple and complex acts

of chesed.”

“In the most beautiful way, it is such a testament to

his life, combining so much in a very living way—

chesed and science and medicine,” Mrs. Osband

continued.“I think it is an incredible tribute to him,

and our family is very excited about participating.”

She noted that, shortly after committing to the

endowment, she received a call from the Bone

Marrow Foundation. Dr. Osband, who had been

screened back in the 1990s, had been confirmed

as a match for a current patient, and the registry

was attempting to contact him about donating

bone marrow.“Michael always said there were no

coincidences,” Mrs. Osband said.

The Maimonides program was launched in 2007

in memory of Sharon Steiff, z”l, English teacher

and department chair, who died of leukemia in

January 2004. A bone marrow screening at the

school in August 2003 resulted in 613 new candi-

dates. Mrs. Osband said the family is exploring

ways to expand the program.

SUMMER OFFERS RELIGIOUS OPPORTUNITIES 
by Rabbi David Shapiro, Rosh Yeshiva

The three-letter roots ayin-vet-dalet (to serve God), shin-mem-ayin (to listen to God),

aleph-heh-vet (to love God) and dalet-vet-kuf (to cling to God) form a leitmotif in the

summer Torah readings from Sefer Devarim. Take a few minutes with a Chumash in

hand to scan, for example, pesukim 4:4; 6:5,13; 10:12, 20; 11:1, 13, 22; 13:5, 19; 26:14,

17; 27:10; 28:1, 2, 13; 30:2, 6, 8, 10, 16, 20.

How does one express one’s service of, listening to, love of, and clinging to God? On

the face of it, the total time necessary in a typical weekday to daven shacharit, min-

chah and ma’ariv; to recite she-ha-kol or borei pri ha-eitz a few times; to recite al neti-

lat yadayim and birkat ha-mazon two or three times; and even to learn a little

Tanach, Gemara or Shulchan Aruch does not add up to even two hours of the 24.

Is our relationship with God expressed at all during the remaining 22 hours? We can

perhaps conceive of “service of” and “listening to” being limited to defined

moments, but “love of” and “clinging to” hardly suggest anything less than total pre-

occupation. Is this feasible? 

The answer lies in one’s motivation and awareness when engaged in activities that

are generally regarded as mundane, and devoid of spirituality. Eating can be self-

indulgent or purposive; and the latter does not rule out enjoyment of the food.

“Working out”at the gym can be narcissistic or higher-goal-oriented. Pursuit of one’s

career, or of one’s short-term summer job, can be seen in selfish, self-aggrandizing

terms or with an eye toward enhancing the welfare of society; the latter does not

preclude the former, but the former alone does exclude God. Even going to sleep

can be approached in either a hedonistic or a spiritually purposive manner; again,

the two are not mutually exclusive.

Isn’t this what Dovid HaMelech had in mind when he wrote (Tehillim 16:8) “I am ever

mindful of God’s immanence;” or what Shlomo HaMelech intended in Mishlei 3:6

when he wrote: “Know Him in all of your pursuits;” and what the Mishnah in Avot

(2:12) meant by “All your activities should be for the sake of heaven.”? 

In the Rav’s essays on tefillah published posthumously (Worship of the Heart, Ktav

[2003]), he wrote: “The service of God is perpetual, without cessation… Worship

begins with physiological functions like nutrition … and then moves through …

connections to friends and companions, business dealings, … the manufacture of

economic-industrial products, social and national initiatives … The worshipper … is

totally and perpetually committed to God” (pp.164-5).

For those in whose lives the summer daily schedule is relatively less structured,

there are thus countless opportunities to express our service of, listening to, love of,

and clinging to God. Selecting our clothing for the day is an occasion to express our

love of God and our determination to cling to Him. Which DVD to rent is a decision

that affords us an opportunity to serve God and to listen to His mostly-implicit

directives. Choosing independently to daven three tefillot daily, to eat and snack

always with the appropriate berachot, to select music whose lyrics are edifying, to

seek entertainment that is wholesome—are all avenues of expression for our all-

encompassing devotion to God.

Let us cherish these two months, in which we can exercise our own initiative even

more than during the more structured school days to deepen our personal relation-

ship with the Ribbono shel Olam.

[For further reflection upon this theme, see: Rambam, Hilchot De’ot 3:2-3 and Hilchot

Teshuvah 10:3; Ramban in his commentary to Devarim 6:13 and 11:22].

Rabbi Shapiro holds the Rabbi Yitzhak Twersky Chair in Talmud and Jewish Thought at

Maimonides School.

2 DDVVAARR TTOORRAAHH
Rena Weinberg, left, and Eli-Or Youshaei display the spirit
that characterizes the Elementary School’s annual Judith
Oppenheim Memorial Maccabiah—“color war.”
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Mazal tov to...
Ethel Chaya (Leder) ’66 and Feiwel Igel on the birth of their
second granddaughter, Rivka Leah Bannett.

Rochelle (Katz) ‘77 and Charles Becher on the graduation of
their daughter Chana Leah (a former Maimonides student) from
Tel Aviv University.

Rochelle Walter Waxman ’83 and Rabbi Ben Waxman on the
birth of their daughter,Tiferet Hallel.

Judith (Binder) ’92 and Aric Kabillio on the birth of their son,
Matan Nachliel.

Rabbi Jonathan ’93 and Chaya Krimsky on ther birth of their
daughter,Tziporah.

Gregory Bunimovich ’94 on his engagement to Shira
Schoenberg.

Benjamin Tauber ’94 on his engagement to Sara Lichtenfeld.

Elisha ’96 and Sara (Dalezman) Blechner ’97 on the birth of
their son, Jonah Ephraim. Grandparents are Mark ’67 and
Debbie Blechner.

Ethan Lebowitz ’97 on his marriage to Lisa Klein.

Miriam (Vishniavsky) ’98 and Yechiel Cohen on the birth of
their daughter, Penina.

Hillel Katchen ’99 on his marriage to Talia Frolich.

Micah ‘99 and Deborah Liben on the birth of their son, Dov
Natan.

Ilana Waxman ’00 on her marriage to Paul Margulies.

Zvi Dubitzky ’02 on his marriage to Emily Miller.

Mickey Blechner Nyer ’02 and Doni Nyer on the birth of their
son, Ephraim Saul. Grandparents are Mark ’67 and Debbie
Blechner.

Noah Cheses ’03, who has been selected to the prestigious
Wexner Graduate Fellowship Program.

Samuel Packer ’03 on his marriage to Rebecca Simon.

Joshua Vogel ’03 on his engagement to Tamar Grun.

Condolences to...
Nissan Goldberg ‘79, Jonathan Goldberg ‘81, Leora
(Goldberg) Hyman ‘82 and Sam Goldberg ‘88 on the loss of
their beloved father, Seymour Goldberg, z”l.

female, Tzaddok never

instructs her or takes her to

Shiloh, to a pilgrimage to the

Tabernacle. The family’s

Canaanite maidservant lures

Bat-Shachar to visceral pagan

ceremonies. She is shaken and

mesmerized.”

Valerie’s interest in ancient

technologies reinforced her

writing. “I constructed a sun-

dial, spun wool after launder-

ing and carding some gamey

fleeces, and visited the frigid

meat storeroom in the local

supermarket so I could see

the cuts of meat an Israelite

would have to give to a

kohen,” she related, adding,“I like hands-on.”

Mrs. Farber and her husband Allan, a patent

attorney, made aliyah 23 years ago. “Coming

to Israel was a critical catalyst in writing City

of Refuge,” she explained.“Aliyah brought me

into touch with the Eretz Yisrael flora, fauna,

climate, and geography I had known previ-

ously only through Chumash, Navi, and the

siddur.” Referring to the yoreh, the “first rain”

mentioned in Kriat Shema, she asked, “What

would it feel like if I lived 3,000 years ago, and

the only water I had at the end of the sum-

mer was the brackish water in my cistern?”

Every Maimonides School

fifth-grader engages in the

study of Shoftim, the Book of

Judges. But what was day-to-

day life actually like during

this tumultuous period of

Jewish history?

A new novel by Valerie

(Kaufman) Farber ’77, City of

Refuge, helps provide the

answer. “I am fascinated by

biblical law and have often

imagined a society run by this

law,” she said. “City of Refuge

embodies the society I’ve

imagined.” The novel is about

a young man who acciden-

tally causes the death of

another youth and is consumed with

remorse—even as he flees to a city of refuge,

the biblical requirement (Ir Miklat) for one

who commits accidental manslaughter. (See

www.cityofrefugenovel.com for more

information on the book.)

There’s an authenticity to the novel that

results from research and experience. A prin-

cipal character, Tzaddok, is a kohen and

scholar. As he adheres to the priestly laws

enumerated in Vayikra, “his strictness dis-

tances him from his daughter, Bat-Shachar,

and from the local villagers… Since she is

Valerie Kaufman Farber ’77,
with her novel City of Refuge
(Inkwell Enterprises, 2008).

The 1964 edition of HaLapid,

the Maimonides School year-

book, says that Ellen Brem’s

ambition is to teach. The text

under her photo also predicted

that she would write a book. So

her recently-published A

Verseful of Jewish Holidays

shouldn’t be a surprise.

Ms. Gordon, who has been

teaching English in Jerusalem

since she made aliyah 30

years ago, describes the vol-

ume as “exuberant, fun holi-

day stories in verse that have excited and

stimulated countless young children.”

“Poetry has always been one of my greatest

loves, and I have written poems for as long as

I can remember,” she related. “As a teacher,

mother, and grandmother, I have felt the joy

of sharing many of my poems,

and it is this delight of reading

aloud and stimulating young

children that has led to the

creation of the book.”

Among Ms. Gordon’s grand-

children are recent graduate

Fiona Guedalia ’08 and four of

Fiona’s siblings.

Ellen said she is devoted to

the fostering in Israel of the

English language and its cul-

tural expressions.“I am partic-

ularly interested in motivating my stu-

dents—and now my many grandchildren—

to enjoy reading, writing, and communicat-

ing in English.” She also has run a success-

ful and well-known program in Israel for

native speakers of English, and has published

a series of textbooks used throughout Israel.

Ellen (Brem) Gordon ’64, author
of A Verseful of Jewish Holidays
(Mazo Publishers, 2008).

alumna Makes Good on Yearbook Prediction

Continued on page 6

AUTHENTICITY MARKS GRADUATE’S NOVEL

An active member of the English Teachers

Association in Israel, Ms. Gordon has given

scores of workshops and lectures over the

years. She also was involved in the prepara-

tion of curriculum guidelines for the Ministry

of Education. A number of her articles on

teaching have appeared in the English

Teachers Journal.

“One of the stories spins a delightful web

about dreidels that dance into the night,

turning the house upside down,” Ellen

described. The new book is available in the

United States, including through on-line

retailers, as well as in Israel.
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Harvard Law School Prof. Alan Dershowitz told

Maimonides School seniors at a special assem-

bly April 30 that they have an “obligation” to

speak out in support of Israel on their college

campuses.

“You are going to be the shlichim. You are

going to be the representatives,” he declared.

“You have been educated for a purpose, and

that purpose is to not remain silent.”

Prof. Dershowitz, one of America’s most pas-

sionate Israel advocates and the author of The

Case for Israel, also warned the seniors that at

some colleges, “you will have professors who

try to proselytize… You have to respond like

adults to teachers.”

The long-time teacher and defense attorney, a

graduate of Brooklyn Talmudical Academy,

captivated the students for almost two hours

with a free-wheeling discussion of the

achievements and challenges of Israel and the

seniors’ role in Israel’s future. He spent consid-

erable time in a dialogue with the seniors on

some of the country’s political options.

“I didn’t want to write The Case for Israel….why

not The Case for Spain or The Case for Canada?”

he said. “But I wrote it when it became clear

that being a student supporter of

Israel wasn’t ‘in’.” He warned the

seniors about anti-Israel propa-

ganda they will encounter on cam-

puses, and that “you’re going to

have to know how to interact with

Palestinians who feel just as

strongly about their claim.”

Prof. Dershowitz rhapsodized

about Israel’s economic and scien-

tific successes, its multiculturalism,

its military ethics, its commitment

to human rights and liberties. He

also told the students, “Don’t hesi-

tate to be critical of Israel if you think Israel has

done things that are wrong.” He stressed that

“criticism must be constructive, contextual and

comparative.”

Punctuating his remarks with anecdotes about

celebrities, family members and experiences in

Israel, Prof. Dershowitz said his most recent

visit included a stop in the town of Sderot,

beleaguered for years by indiscriminate rocket

fire from Gaza. “Israel has built so many shel-

ters—you can’t go anywhere in Sderot with-

out being 15 seconds from a shelter,” he

related. On the other side of the boundary,

“Hamas deliberately refuses to build shelters.

They want to see civilian casualties.”

“You can’t have peace without strength,” he

said, “using strength in moral ways.” He then

bolstered this assertion with an original hom-

ily, pointing out that his name “Dershowitz”

granted him poetic license to be a “darshan”

(one who interprets the text). The verse

(Tehillim 29:11) begins with “Hashem oz le-amo

yitein” (“God will grant strength to His nation”),

and only then continues with “Hashem yivare-

ich et amo va-shalom” (“God will bless His peo-

ple with peace”). The former, he suggested, is

clearly a prerequisite for the latter.

DERSHOWITZ EXHORTS Maimonides SENIORS TO MAKE “THE CASE FOR ISRAEL”

Maimonides Middle and Upper School stu-

dents were enveloped in the presence of great-

ness as 96-year-old Dr. Ruth Gruber enriched

their awareness of Jewish history with first-

hand accounts of rescue and redemption.

Dr. Gruber, an acclaimed author, journalist and

humanitarian, was the speaker at the school’s

annual Yom Hashoah program. The students

were spellbound as Dr. Gruber detailed her

secret rescue mission to Italy in 1944 and her

encounter with the beleaguered refugee ship

Exodus in 1947.

Dr. Gruber, who earned a Ph.D. in Cologne at

age 20 and has written 23 books, began her

career as a foreign correspondent in 1932. She

explained to the students that during most of

the war years, the State Department and other

agencies and officials discouraged the rescue

of Jews from Europe. Enemies of President

Roosevelt accused him of entering the war

solely as a Jewish issue. “We have to stop

demonizing him and remember what the cli-

mate was like,” she said.

Finally, in 1944 the government

announced a plan to resettle

1,000 refugees, mostly Jews, at a

remote military post in upstate

New York. As a special assistant to

Secretary of the Interior Harold

Ickes in 1944, Dr. Gruber was part

of that rescue mission. Dr. Gruber

said when she learned of the

plan, she told Ickes that someone

needs to accompany the trauma-

tized refugees on their journey.

“I’m sending you,” the Cabinet

official said.“I was filled with joy…

at last I could do something to

help these Jews,” she related.

In Naples she met the refugees on a ship that

was part of a convoy of wounded soldiers. (“I

heard somebody shout, ‘It’s Eleanor

Roosevelt’,”she laughed). She transcribed case

histories, learning of Jews who had been hid-

ing in sewers, caves, mountains, risking their

lives to save other Jews.

“That’s when my life took a whole new

course—my life would be inextricably bound

with rescue and survival,” she told the stu-

dents. Then she introduced them to her com-

panion—the noted photographer Irving

Schild of Providence, who was one of the chil-

dren on that ship of refugees.

LEGENDARY RESCUER RECOUNTS ENCOUNTERS WITH REFUGEES FROM SHOAH

Alan Dershowitz reviews a point with seniors Ze'ev Gebler and
Felicia Kuperwaser.

Senior Shira Falk greets Ruth Gruber.

Continued on page 6
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Kennedy Library Resplendent with Gala ExcitementFifth, Sixth Graders
Culminate Studies in
Elementary School
For the first time—and most likely the last

time — both Grades 5 and 6 completed their

Maimonides School academic year with

siyumim in the Brener Building gymnasium,

formally celebrating the end of their

Elementary School education.

The double-header resulted from the

upcoming reconfiguration of Middle School

at Maimonides, which will add sixth grade to

Grades 7 and 8 beginning in September.

The fifth grade siyum, which took place June

17, was the first of what is hoped will be a tra-

dition of formally concluding the Mai-

monides Elementary School career. In his

dvar Torah, teacher Rabbi Dovid Reisman told

his fifth graders, families and friends, “True

greatness may start in the classroom or the

study halls, but it doesn’t end there.”

As evidence, he referenced a recent class field

trip to the Battle Road National Historical

Park, where rangers praised the intelligence

and behavior of the delegation.“You demon-

strated what it means to be a religious Jew,”

Rabbi Reisman said.“You demonstrated what

it means to be a Maimonides student.”

General Studies teacher Lora Smid said the

theme of student projects culminating their

Elementary School careers was,“What are the

qualities to be a good leader?” Eight students

presented a sampling of the biographies

they prepared, featuring leaders like

Devorah, Gideon and Samson from the Book

of Judges, as well as President John Adams,

Harriet Tubman and Susan B. Anthony from

U.S. history.The program also featured a slide

show, a display of fifth graders’ science proj-

ects and distribution of yearbooks.

Yearbooks also were a highlight of the sixth

grade siyum June 18—the last such event

after several years. Rabbi Yakov Beker, Grade 6

limudei kodesh teacher, explained that the

siyum marks the conclusion of students’

efforts to derive lessons from the Book of

Shmuel Alef.

The sixth graders had studied passages in

teams, and they presented creative display

boards illustrating the teachings. Visitors

toured the displays, watched a multimedia

presentation on the class, and applauded as

students received certificates.

Honorees Jennifer and Scott Tobin (second from right) are joined by the Gala co-chairs and husbands, from
left, Zev and Risa Gewurz, Jenn and Amiel Weinstock, and Elliot and Allison Mael.

Seniors Sarah Cassel (left) and Abigail Koplow

Joni and Rodney Falk and Charles Fine

A view of the reception floor Seniors Jillian Login and Doron Bloomfield

David Fine joins in the seniors' promenade.



COORDINATOR OUTLINES PHILOSOPHY OF “NEW” MIDDLE SCHOOL

Sarah Cassel paid tribute to the Maimonides

faculty. Other seniors in the spotlight

included Evan Gale and Yehudah Leib Ahearn,

who led the national anthems and birkat

hamazon, respectively.

Other speakers were Jeffrey Swartz, who

chairs the Maimonides Board of Directors, and

two former executive directors, Joshua Wolff

‘89 and Leora Joseph. Rabbi David Shapiro,

Rosh Yeshiva,offered memorial tributes to two

pillars of the school community who died over

the past year, Rabbi Isaiah Wohlgemuth, z”l,

and President Emeritus Abraham Levovitz, z”l.

Chairs of the Annual Gala were Risa Gewurz,

Allison Mael and Jennifer Weinstock.

Gala
Continued from page 1

Dozens of parents of incoming sixth, sev-

enth and eighth graders gathered at

Maimonides School on June 23 to learn

details and ask questions about the

expanded and enhanced Middle School

configuration and program that will begin

with the 2008-2009 academic year.

The Middle School is adding sixth grade

and will be housed on Saval Campus in dis-

crete space, with a core team of teachers

and a new schedule that encourages stu-

dent-faculty collaboration and counseling.

The Brener Building will accommodate

Kindergarten and Grades 1-5 beginning in

September.

Rabbi Avi Bossewitch, Middle and Upper

School limudei kodesh teacher and Grade

10 dean, has been appointed Middle

School coordinator. Assistant coordinator is

Mrs. Stephanie Samuels, Middle and Upper

School Tanach teacher and Grade 7 dean.

At the meeting, Rabbi Bossewitch offered a

dvar Torah on “three components of

emerging identity,” drawing a parallel

between an individual student and the his-

torical growth of the Jewish People. He

examined the relationships students foster

with others, with themselves, and with

God.

The origin of the word am (people), as

explained by Rabbi Dr. Joseph B.

Soloveitchik, zt”l, Maimonides School

founder, connotes a common destiny,

Rabbi Bossewitch said. The word’s deriva-

tion suggests “an awareness of being

together.”The evolution continues through

the word goy (nation), which the Rav said is

derived from the word for “form.” The pri-

mary form is the face, Rabbi Bossewitch

said. “The personality asserts itself though

the face, and each individual is an olam

molai (entire world). The third component

is expressed in the name Yisrael, he said.

“Our goal throughout Middle School will be

to cultivate and foster growth in these three

areas, reflecting the mission of our school

and the foundation established by Rabbi

Soloveitchik,” said Rabbi Bossewitch.

“This vision will take time to materialize,”

he continued, with multi-dimensional

programming tapping into multiple

components. Among the new features that

will abet the process are developmentally

appropriate features, including:

The addressing of “life issues and

identity,”such as peer pressure, decision-

making and healthy communication, as

well as learning about abuse and eating

disorders. This area includes responsi-

bilities of bar/bat mitzvah, Rabbi

Bossewitch said.

Teaching of organizational skills, which

range from using a planner to learning

how to budget time.

Greater use of technology to make

school more manageable for students

and families.

Physical changes needed to accommodate

the expanded middle school are taking

place over the summer. These include not

only some changes within classroom but

also rearrangement of library resources.
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Mrs. Farber said she was first inspired to write

as a Maimonides ninth grader in the

Chumash class of young Rabbi Jacob

Rubenstein, z”l. “His charisma and the care

and admiration he radiated towards his stu-

dents filled his classroom with a yearning to

study, analyze and grapple with the text until

we had mastered it,” she recalled. “At the

beginning of this year, I asked him to review

my manuscript.” Rabbi and Mrs. Rubenstein

were killed in a tragic fire in their Scarsdale

home in April (see story, page 8).

This is Valerie’s first book, and she points out

that “unlike works of biblical fiction that

embellish a known story (such as the Disney

movie Prince of Egypt), City of Refuge is a new,

never-been-told-before story.”

“Writing is therapeutic for me,” Mrs. Farber

said,noting that during the 2006 Lebanon war,

“writing helped me overcome the daily jitters.”

She has worked as a technical writer for a

Jerusalem high-technology company for the

last 10 years, and has taken part in creative

writing groups in the city. The Farbers have

City of Refuge
Continued from page 3

After the war, she traveled as a New York

Herald reporter with the United Nations

Special Committee on Palestine to displaced

persons camps in Europe. When she learned

of the detention of the Exodus by British war-

ships, she rushed to Haifa.The craft “looked to

me like a matchbox that had been smashed

by a nutcracker.”

She flew on to Cyprus, the reported destina-

tion of the passengers, but then learned that

“the British decided that Cyprus was too

good for the Jews” and the refugees would

be returned to Europe on a prison ship. In

southern France she was the only reporter

allowed on board, and she told the students

that the vessel was like “a floating

Auschwitz… a scene out of Dante’s Inferno…

These were Jews who had survived death

Gruber
Continued from page 4

four children:Tamar,a Hebrew University grad-

uate; Aryeh, studying for the rabbinate and a

teaching degree; Shlomo, a piano student

finishing the Nahal Haredi army program; and

Moshe, a student at Yeshivat Ner Tamid.

camps. They wanted to go to Eretz Yisrael.”

Publicity about the plight of the passengers

elicited the sympathy of the world and

helped pave the way for the establishment

of the State, Dr. Gruber said.

Experiences such as hers “make you realize

who you are,” she declared. “You realize the

beauty of our Jewishness.”
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trip to New Orleans and the field trip to the

MFA.”

Therefore,“there is no ‘ideal Maimonides grad-

uate’, and we try to offer our students a leeway

of opportunities and a range of experiences,

within the limits of Halacha, and from them

everyone should choose the way that fits them

the most... This is the soul of a true and honest

education that comes directly from our Torah

and responds to the current reality.”

In his concluding charge to the graduates,

Ken Weinstein, principal of general studies,

urged them to “consciously develop your per-

sonal vision of life… your own declaration of

Commencement
Continued from page 1 

independence and purpose...” He lauded the

class of 2008 as a group that “set a tone in this

school of cooperation, community and sub-

stance,” and stressed that “the connection

between the students and faculty are the core

of this school.”

After Rabbi Altshuler called each graduate to

receive his or her diploma, Mr. Weinstein

announced that student’s senior thesis, an

independent study graduation requirement.

Subjects included Judaic topics, jazz piano, a

topographic map of Israel and Italian and

Indian cooking.

Also participating in the ceremonies were

seniors Jonathan Fisher and Max Levy, who

offered excerpts from the writings of

Maimonides.
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Stanley Sydney, an early benefactor of interscholastic
sports at Maimonides School, is flanked by charter mem-
bers of the Maimonides Sports Hall of Fame, inducted
in ceremonies on May 18. They are, clockwise, from top,
left, Dr. Ben Galper '97, Barry Mael '76, Ahron Solomont
'76, Blair Chaletzky '99 and Joe Eaves '81. Also inducted
was Michael Mael '77.

The induction was a highlight of the school's 70th
anniversary Tribute to Interscholastic Sports, an event
that brought together three decades of student-athletes
and friends of school sports. Speakers included Claudine
(Cohen) Grossman '91 on the early days of girls' sports,
Director of Athletics Hal Borkow, Meira Lerner '08 and her
classmate Nate Japhet on interscholastic athletics today,
Elliot Mael on the origin of the nickname M-Cats and Joe
Eaves on his basketball career. Presenters included
Miriam (Stramer) Marcus '99 and Craig Genualdo, former
director of athletics and baseball coach. Featured speaker
was Terry O'Reilly (right), legendary player and coach of
the Boston Bruins.

(Photos by Donna Stanger)
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THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY MOURNS the loss of a

former Maimonides high school teacher who later

became president of the Rabbinical Council of

America. Rabbi Jacob Rubinstein and his wife died in

a house fire in New Rochelle, NY early on April 12.

Rabbi Rubinstein, a member of the limudei kodesh

faculty in 1973-1974, “made a tremendous impact.”

recalled one former student. In the compendium

“Memories of a Giant,” Rabbi Rubinstein recalled

details of an unexpected visit by Rabbi Dr. Joseph B.

Soloveitchik to his ninth grade class.

PRIZE SCHOLARS: Maimonides School’s Tamar Wasserman ‘11 won the High

School Division of the National Chidon HaTanach, Northeast Region and fin-

ished 11th in the country in her age group. Tamar and six fellow Maimonides

School students participated in the regional examination in May in New York

City, culminating weeks of preparation under the direction of Atarah Gale,

who coordinates the Middle and Upper School Tanach Department. Other

participants were Elan Baskir ’11 and Betzalel Kosowsky-Sachs ’11; and Rafi

Diamond, Yehuda Gale, Alexander Kahan and Yoni Schoenberg, all members

of the Class of 2013. Mrs. Gale noted that Tamar has been competing in the

chidon since sixth grade. Mrs. Gale’s “extensive work with the students made

the learning process much more meaningful, enjoyable, and successful for

them,” one parent commented.

Mikhael Smits ’13, son of Conrad and

Frederique Smits, won first place in the

Middle School Division of the recent

Israel Arbeiter Essay Contest, sponsored

by the Jewish Community Relations

Council. The contest is a tribute to Mr.

Arbeiter, president of the American

Association of Holocaust Survivors of

Greater Boston. Michael wrote about his

great-grandmother, a survivor of the

Shoah who now resides in Israel.

KINDERGARTENERS

had the experience of

warming eggs in an

incubator for 21 days

and seeing them

hatch. “We are now

the proud parents of

adorable chicks,”

announced teacher

Judith Rosenbaum.

She said the children

found it a fabulous experience. “We also raised ladybugs in

the classroom and saw the different stages to maturity —

egg, larva, pupa, and adult,” she added. Children (above)

watch one chick which was about to hatch.

The children had the opportunity to hold and

pet the chicks and even listened to sounds

within the eggs while they were still in the

incubator.

STUDENT LEADERS: The team of

Ellie Epstein and Josh Yarmush has

been elected Student Council presi-

dents for the 2008-2009 academic

year. Three of their 2009 class-

mates—Natan Kawesch, Leah Sarna

and Marissa Schwartz—have been

elected Chesed Club presidents.

AUTOMATED FOOD SERVICE has been revolu-

tionized at Maimonides School by the addition

of a state-of-the-art kosher hot dog vending

machine, featuring high-speed cooking tech-

nology. Maimonides parent Wayne Feder’s Hot

Nosh Boston LLC provided the machine, in part-

nership with Kosher Vending Industries. A simi-

lar device has been installed at Fenway Park.


