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SCHOOL'S 70TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION KICKING INTO HIGH GEAR
The Maimonides School Community is

celebrating the school's 70th year with an

agenda replete with a range of activities and

events embracing all ages and constituents.

Upcoming on Dec. 12—the eighth day of

Chanukah—is a performance in Fox

Gymnasium by the musical group "Schlock

Rock." The target audience is the Maimonides

Elementary School, and the anniversary

committee is inviting children from other

Jewish day schools in the region to attend.

Also, planning continues for a permanent

display in the Brener Building reaffirming the

school's mission. Plans call for video, audio

and photographic elements. A breakfast

celebrating the school's 30 years in

interscholastic sports is being planned for

Sunday, April 5.

Maimonides School celebrated its earliest

students with a

series of events and

activities Nov. 9, 10

and 11. Several

graduates and

former students

from the 1940s, '50s

and early '60s

revisited their years

as Maimonides

students and

reflect on what has

changed and what

has remained.

Maimonides School's 2007-2008 Student

Council presidents are so enthusiastic about

prospects for the academic year that they're

actually finishing each other's sentences.

"We look at every event that we want to

create from the perspective of how will it

really enhance our school," says Sarah Cassel

(through "perspective") and Felicia

Kuperwaser (to "school.") "Our friendship

really has helped," Felicia emphasizes, with

Sarah adding, "We found that every time we

get together and talk about something, it's

actually pleasant. We enjoy each other's

company."

Both seniors stress that, as Felicia puts it,

"obviously we want to do everything we can

to make the most of the big events. But given

the fact that Rabbi [Yair] Altshuler feels so

strongly about changing school atmosphere

and emphasizing school spirit, we want to see

if we can effect change in everyday life."

They began by amplifying various styles of

Jewish music as background during breakfast

in Saval Auditorium. "It's a very simple way to

make the atmosphere more pleasing," Sarah

explains. Felicia adds, "We can celebrate

Jewish life even when we're doing things like

going to class." Feedback, by the way, was

quite positive from students and teachers.

Felicia and Sarah are veteran Student Council

representatives, which means they have

experience dealing with students and the

administration. "We fine-tuned our Student

Council skills to the point where we could

maximize efficiency and make the most of our

positions," Felicia says. "This also comes out in

terms of sharing responsibilities. We're always

happy to help each other."

Before entering last spring's presidential

campaign, "We considered very carefully all

the work involved and the unpleasantness of

running against our close friends," Felicia

recounts. "We decided not only do we love

COUNCIL PRESIDENTS ENHANCE QUALITY OF Student LIFE

Continued on page 2

Eli Scharf, left, and Jeremy

Zarge flank the Maimonides

Kindergarten Constitution, on

display in the Brener Building.

The children drafted the

framework of rules and goals in

celebration of Constitution Day.

Understanding and

appreciating the American

system of government have

been an essential part of the

Maimonides curriculum

throughout the grades since

the school's establishment.

Felicia Kuperwaser, left, and Sarah Cassel.

Highlighting the commemoration were

round-table reflections by the visitors during

Continued on page 2

special section on pages 4-6:
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EXTENDING, ENHANCING KEDUSHAT SHABBAT
by Rabbi David Shapiro, Rosh Yeshiva

One's experience in Symphony Hall or the Museum of Fine Arts or Fenway Park is

enhanced by advance preparation, by anticipatory excitement, and by subsequent

rumination. He who "drops in" to the concert, art exhibit, or ballgame unprepared or

who transitions abruptly to the next preoccupation vitiates the effect of the

experience. Its long-term impact is proportionate to the build-up and the aftermath.

So it is with religious experiences.Those who spent the month of Elul preparing for the

Aseret Yimei Teshuvah experienced the latter in a more edifying manner. Those who

continue to contemplate their implications achieve spiritual growth into Cheshvan

and beyond.

Although Elul comes but once a year, we do have the weekly opportunity to be

enriched by Shabbat. It offers us the privileged opportunity to refresh ourselves

spiritually once a week by refraining from our normal creative activities within the

physical world and from our regular recreational outlets, and engaging in

introspective contemplation to reinvigorate our relationship with God. Here too,

however, its impact will be determined by our preliminary and subsequent

engagement with its precious qualities. Here are two citations from the Rav, zt"l:

Even in those neighborhoods made up of predominantly of religious Jews one can

no longer talk of the "sanctity of the Sabbath day"… But it is not for the Sabbath

that my heart aches; it is for the forgotten "eve of the Sabbath [Erev Shabbat]." There

are Sabbath-observing Jews in America, but there are not "eve-of-the-Sabbath [Erev

Shabbat] Jews" who go out to greet the Sabbath with beating hearts and pulsating

souls (footnote on p. 88 of On Repentance; p. 58 in the Hebrew Al Ha-Teshuvah).

The awareness of kedushah (sanctity) does not wither with the passing of the day

which is responsible for this awareness. Somehow, there is a tendency on the part of

the Jew to extend this awareness… This is the precept of Tosefet Shabbat—that we

add [a few minutes] "from the profane [weekday] onto the holy" (Rosh HaShanah

9a). Of course, it is a halachah. Still, this halachah reflects an inner tendency of the

Jew and his longing and craving for kedushah… The Jew rushes in to the Sabbath

with impatience, but he is very slow to part with it. The next day is not just another

day; it is mi-macharat [see, e.g., Shemot 18:13 and Rashi; VaYikra 23:15]… "The

morrow" is not endowed with intrinsic kedushah. Certainly not! However, it is

appended to kedushah. (Aaron Rakeffet-Rothkoff, The Rav, Vol. 1, p. 162).

As we each set out on our renewed spiritual journey in 5768, perhaps each family can

consider concrete techniques to enhance the weekly Shabbat experience. Let us begin

by striving to be "Erev Shabbat Jews" for at least the half-hour immediately preceding

Shabbat, and to be "Mi-Macharat Jews" for the half-hour following Shabbat.

This can be achieved Erev Shabbat either by mundane preparations (such as

vacuuming the house, making the beds or setting the table) or by a spiritual transition

(such as reciting Shir HaShirim, previewing the next morning's Torah reading, or

arriving in shul 10 minutes early and assessing retrospectively the week's activities

before ushering in Shabbat). The goal on Motza'ei Shabbat should be to take leave of

Shabbat slowly and with a degree of reluctance—by, for example, prolonging the

Havdallah ceremony by singing one or two of the traditional zemirot; or sitting

together as a family to review the highlights of Shabbat or to identify a theme that

emerged from that morning's Torah reading.

Such strategies will extend the kedushah of Shabbat. In turn, the impact of such a

Shabbat will enrich our entire week.

As in all spiritual initiatives, if we but demonstrate the initial resolve and implemen-

tation, the Ribbono shel Olam will then help us achieve our goal.

serving the school (Sarah) and the event

planning (Felicia) but we really like being a part

of the environment of the school (Sarah) and

role models for younger students (Felicia)."

"When we were Student Council members,"

Felicia continues, "it was always exciting to use

our creativity and our resources. We wanted

Student Council to always be on our minds in

the different ways we can improve the school

every day." As candidates, "we felt we could be

instrumental in helping fulfill Rabbi Altshuler's

goals."

Do they see any significance in being the

school's first female presidential team? Felicia

says, "We didn't plan it that way, but we started

working together and (Sarah adds) we found our

skills complimented one another… This speaks

to our abilities, and people believing in them.

They didn't feel it necessary to have male and

female together."

The presidents say the school should expect a

number of surprises over the coming months,

some of them enhancing annual events like the

Chanukah Banquet and basketball. Felicia says

there's a common denominator: "It would not be

worth the investment if we didn't genuinely care

about the future and culture of the school." 

Student Council
Continued from page 1

a community gathering on Motza'ei Shabbat.

Delivering the keynote address that evening was

Rabbi Reuven Cohn '65, an Upper School Jewish

History teacher since 2002.

Rabbi Cohn literally grew up with Maimonides

School. His father, Principal Emeritus Rabbi M.J.

Cohn, z"l, was appointed principal in 1948 and

served for almost 40 years. His mother, Mrs.

Devorah Cohn, was a teacher and volunteer

leader for decades.

Visitors also met with students and teachers

during the school day Friday, and gathered in

Saval Auditorium for a reunion brunch on

Sunday. Eight former students served as "pen

pals" with individual sections of Grades 3-6,

answering questions and then meeting the

children in person on Nov. 9.

Among those looking forward to the weekend

was Rabbi William Millen of Silver Spring, MD,

one of the six original students when

Maimonides classes began in 1937.

Anniversary
Continued from page 1
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Maimonides Graduate A Key
Advisor to Secretary of State 

Dr. Eliot Cohen says his next

book will be on 18th and early

19th century military history.

The 1973 Maimonides School

graduate has been helping

make history since April as

counselor for the U.S.

Department of State. But he

acknowledges that "it will take

me a while to digest these

experiences."

Prof. Cohen was appointed by Secretary of State Condoleezza

Rice in March and began his duties in April. "It is actually a

pretty old position, in existence for about a century," he

noted. "It has meant different things over time, but basically

serves as a senior advisor to the secretary of State and the

department… It is an advisory role. When we're in the same

hemisphere I usually see her several times a day."

He said he has been focusing on issues related to war and

terror. "A lot of it is travel, with her and on my own, including

Iraq, Afghanistan and Pakistan," said Prof. Cohen, who resides

in Silver Spring, MD. "I don't have any blind responsibility.

What I can do is ask questions." He acknowledged that he

does possess "convening authority. I can get people in an

office and say, 'Why are we doing this'?"

Prof. Cohen said he has known Secretary Rice casually—"we

are roughly the same age, and we started off in academia

together." Still, it was "somewhat of a surprise" to be

nominated, particularly since "I had been somewhat critical of

the administration in recent months. Unless she decides to

fire me, I'll be here until the end of the administration.

Dr. Cohen is a professor and director of the Center for

Strategic Studies, School of Advanced International Studies,

Johns Hopkins University in Washington, where he has taught

since 1990. And that's where he expects to return. "I'm a

teacher and a scholar who was asked to do this."

Prof. Cohen graduated Harvard College in 1977 and received

his Ph.D. there in political science in 1982. After three years as

an assistant professor of government and assistant dean of

Harvard College, he joined the Strategy Department of the

U.S. Naval War College. In February 1990 he joined the Policy

Planning Staff of the Office of the Secretary of Defense, and in

July of that year he was appointed professor of strategic

studies at SAIS.

How does Prof. Cohen trace his path from the classrooms of

Maimonides (where he was English valedictorian) to the

highest levels of diplomacy? "We're all products of our early

educations and our family backgrounds," he observed. "One

of the values I learned at home and also at Maimonides was

the importance of speaking your mind, and of integrity. If I

have anything to offer the State Department and (Secretary AALLUUMMNNII

Mazal tov to...
Miriam (Blechner) Bodenheim '68 on the birth of her grandson, Shalom.

Anne Gordon '87 on her engagement to Greg Marcuse.

Robert '88 and Yael Lebowitz on the birth of their son, Isaac Joshua.

Ephraim '89 and Yael Eisenberg on the birth of their son, Koby.

Penina (Stein) '92 and Yossi Meystel on the birth of their son, Avraham Yochanan.

David '94 and Rachel Milner Gillers on the birth of their son,Yedidya Eliezer.

Rabbi Elliot '94 and Shoshana Moskowitz on the birth of their daughter, Aliza.

Jed '95 and Brenda Siev on the birth of their daughter, Ella.

Stephanie Banks '95 and Prof. Caleb Weintruab on the birth of their son.

Shira (Katz) '96 and Udi Shaulov on the birth of their son.

Aryeh Baronofsky '97 on his marriage to Aliza Libman, Middle and Upper School

Tanach teacher and Grade 9 dean.

Michelle Humi '98, who recently received her Ph. D. in clinical Health Psychology from

the Ferkauf Graduate School of Psychology at Yeshiva University.

Sandra Frankel '99 on her engagement to Shmuel Bloch.

Aaron '99 and Malka Simkovich on the birth of their daughter, Hadar Naomi. Malka is

an Upper School Judaic Studies teacher at Maimonides.

David Zizmor '99 on his engagement to Navah Wilkof.

Zave Monisov '00 on his marriage to Alina Gershman.

Gabriel Spiewak '00 on his engagement to Yael Hall.

Miriam Ellis '01 on her engagement to Chaim Leichman.

Beni '02 and Chani Krohn on the birth of their daughter, Sara Rivka.

Ahuva Robinson '04 on her marriage to Joshua Sclair.

Daniel Stein '05 on his engagement to Kim Shreter.

Condolences to...
Joseph Eaves '81 on the loss of his beloved mother, Marie Eaves.

Rice), it is that she knows I'll say what I think. I'll do that courteously but

respectfully and firmly."

"Any system of education that encourages you to argue with their teachers is

giving kids a very valuable lesson. That certainly was true at Maimonides," he

continued.

He cited the influence of "the older generation' of Limudei Kodesh teachers,

including Rabbis Isaac Simon, z"l, Isaiah Wohlgemuth and Leon Mozeson and

Principal Rabbi M.J. Cohn, z"l. "They were such exemplary human beings. They

were engaged in the secular world, embodying Torah umadda." 

General Studies teachers like Joanne Fray, Roslyn Specter, Bertram Gerry and

Diane Rudnick, z"l, were part of "a wonderful array of teachers at Maimonides." 
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"To say the Abe Levovitz was devoted to the school is a gross
understatement. It was part of his very being." 

Dr. Atarah Twersky, former Maimonides School Committee chair and
daughter of the school's founder, Rabbi Dr. Joseph B. Soloveitchik, zt"l,  was
assessing the enormous contributions of Abraham Levovitz, z"l, school
president, who passed away unexpectedly July 22. "Maimonides School
was constantly in his thoughts," she added. "He worked for the school, he
supported it, he worried about it, he gloried in it and he loved it dearly."

Mr. Levovitz became actively involved with Maimonides almost as soon as
he arrived in Brookline with his family in the mid-1960s. That migration
was inspired by his exposure to Rabbi Soloveitchik and his teachings.

Those teachings included the concept of "qualitative time," which
Maimonides Board Chair Jeffrey Swartz describes as "a sort of synthesis of
past, present, and future." Mr. Levovitz, he said, "always talked about the
past and the future. He wanted you to understand that we come from
someplace precious… Virtually every conversation was about the past and
how it informs the future. And it was always tied to personal experience."

By 1968 Mr. Levovitz was a member of the Board of Directors and the
Budget and Finance Committee. He was named to the Management
Committee in the early 1970s and by 1978 he was first vice president. Mr.
Levovitz assumed the presidency of Maimonides School in 1983,
following the passing of Samuel Feuerstein, z"l, who had held the position
for 30 years.

He was among the most generous supporters in the annals of
Maimonides School, and almost all of his financial contributions were
announced as "anonymous." 

Through most of his presidency, Mr. Levovitz was an everyday presence on
the campus. He was especially involved with fundraising and the
buildings and grounds—there were three major and two smaller
additions to the physical plant during his tenure.

Peter Finn has served on the Maimonides Board since 1980. He was
encouraged by Mr. Levovitz and Dr. Bernard Kosowsky after co-chairing
auctions and assisting with school legal work. Mr. Finn called Mr. Levovitz
"a unique force. He never deviated from what he thought was the course
of action that benefited the school. He was there in every aspect. God
forbid you didn't return his phone call right away, because you were going
to get another one in 20 minutes."

Alice Tauber, who like Mr. Finn served with Mr. Levovitz on the
Management Committee, concurred. "One thing that distinguished him
was his leadership qualities. When he decided that something was
important, he got the job done. It sounds simple, but not a lot of people
do that. He took care of things that people didn't want to be bothered
with because he saw they needed to be done." 

"He had a laser focus when he was intent on getting something done,"
said Roni Pick, who worked with Mr. Levovitz as a banquet chair. "He had
vision and he had detail…Many people can conceive a vision, but the

In Memory of ABRAHAM LEVOVITZ, Z”L
“He Cared With Every Part Of His Being About The School”

The following, a moving and meaningful "conversation,"

is the eulogy delivered by Elie Gertel '91 at the funeral of

his grandfather, Abraham Levovitz, z"l. Elie wrote this as

he flew to Boston from his home in Israel.

Elie, how many times have I told you, the Rav

would always say: "Don't ever ask why God does

things, instead ask what…what am I supposed

to learn from this?" I can't tell you why God did

this, but I can tell you that you can learn

something from this.

Papa, I don't know what I'm supposed to learn

from this…how can I? I'm crying too much and

I don't have you anymore to calm me down.

Years ago, you were the one that always caught

me when I jumped from atop the refrigerator

into your arms. You were the one that walked

me home on Friday night to your house, I went

under your tallis during duchaning, and you

were the one who was able to calm me down a

few years ago when I stopped drawing a salary.

What am I supposed to learn from you not

being here anymore?

Hey, cut it out, Elie. You've got a family now with

four beautiful children and a beautiful wife. You're

a strong kid. You don't need my hand anymore.

But I want your calming hand so badly. When I

heard the news on Thursday, all I wanted to do

was call you to calm me down. No one calmed

me like you. It was always fine so long as I could

talk to you to help me through. I spoke to you

for hours before we decided to go to Israel. You

told me that you thought I was crazy, but you

knew how to help me. "Don't be a hero" is what

you said. "If it doesn't work, then come back."

When I was fifteen, I could get a tetanus shot

from Dr. Schwaber only with you holding my

hand.You were my panacea that could calm me

down…that I need so badly right now.You were

the whole family's security blanket.

Elie, look, I love you. God sometimes does things

that you don't understand. Do you think I knew

what I was buying when I bought my plant in

Woburn? I bought the plant and the land was an

afterthought. It turns out the land was worth ten

times what the plant was worth… Do you think I

knew that would happen? Everyone else thinks

I'm a genius. I know the truth. When I look in the

mirror, I know who I see. Abe Levovitz, you're

lucky. I know the truth, everybody else thinks I'm

so smart, but it was all luck.

God was good to me. I told you when I spoke to

you last Tuesday that I have no complaints to

Him. He gave me a wonderful life…why? What

did I do that was so special? I was lucky. I just put

myself into position in order for things to

happen. I had no idea what the outcome was

going to be. But I was a player. I keep telling you

that you need to be a player—the rest is up to

God. I wasn't always so lucky…the first time I

went into business, I drove with my father back

from meeting these guys in Delaware and I was

on a high…it was great, we were going to go into

business and do well together. Three years later,

I'm driving back with my father after having lost

everything, and I asked my father what went

wrong. So he looks at me and says, "My silly son,

you gotta have brains too."

"I DON'T KNOW WHAT I’M SUPPOSED TO LEARN FROM THIS…YOU WERE MY PANACEA
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THAT COULD CALM ME DOWN"
So you see, Elie, I can't tell you why God did this,

but if I was that strong rock for you, then you

need to be that same rock for your family. The

Rav used to always dream for his mother's hand

or her voice…what he would have given to

speak to her.

Papa, I also want to touch your hand, but I can't.

I also want to speak to you, but I can't. It stings

so much.

Elie, look at what you're doing right now. You're

talking to me. I'll listen to you and talk to you

whenever you want to call, just now you can't

use my telephone number to reach me anymore.

Tell Zack that now I can tell him what it's like

here, so have him call me and I'll tell him. Keep

going with your building projects in Haifa and

let's see where they take us. Don't you dare give

up. I've taught you well enough to be able to

work it out. Don't feel badly that you weren't in

Boston when I got sick. It happens. You put

yourself in the position you think is right, and the

rest is up to God.

I know it's tough for you now. Do you think it was

easy for me to get my land developed in

Woburn? It was tough to go through that. You

think it was easy last week when I had 350,000

fish die? Of course it was difficult. This is also

difficult, but we'll get through it just like we got

through those tough times.

Papa, I thought of something on the plane over

here that I wanted to tell you. At the Rav's

funeral, Rabbi Ahron Soloveichik spoke about

Yosef his brother and Yosef in Egypt.There were

a number of similarities that he brought, but I

think that your connection with the Rav

strengthens my thought of comparing you to

Yosef in Egypt. First of all, he was completely on

his own in Egypt without anyone guiding him

or helping him through his crazy ordeal; he had

no parental figure leading him. He certainly

didn't spend too much time in formal

education as he was sent away as a teenager.

Yet, Yosef was a serious player. He saw the

opportunity during the famine when all of

Egypt had no more money to buy food. He

wanted and received the property that all the

citizens owned. He let them rent the land back

from him for a 20% fee that kept coming in

month after month. You always said that that

even 10% is the magic number. The talent and

foresight that Yosef had to show such

confidence and ability to buy up as much

property as he could make for a scary

resemblance with you. I think that the brilliance

of the Rav that you would always speak of was

the kind of brilliance that only a few people

shared starting with Yosef in Egypt.

Papa, when I spoke to you on Wednesday night

with my father, it was after 12 midnight in Israel

and you could hear that I was tired. You were

finished yelling at me for not setting up the

structure of my deal properly, but the last thing

you said to me was, "Good night, Elie."

If I knew those were the last words I'd hear from

you, I'd never have gotten off the phone. Papa,

please help us get through this as you always

have done for us in the past.

Good night, Papa.

Marilyn and Abraham Levovitz at the Scholarship Banquet at which he was honored
in December 1985.

implementation of that vision is a rare talent. His sincerity galvanized

people to work for the school and to care about the school." Mrs. Tauber

added, "You could walk into a room and say, 'There's a man who gets

things done.' And he was not afraid of the fallout from decisions." 

"His devotion of boundless time and resources for the betterment of the

school was totally motivated by his belief that the Maimonides

educational experience was the best foundation for producing future

leaders and perpetuators of Orthodox Judaism," observed Peter Gyenes,

long-time school volunteer and Mr. Levovitz's neighbor. "Abe was indeed

a great example of the spirit and intent of Torah umadda in action."

Recognizing the Rav's emphasis on separating the academic and
business aspects of the school, Mr. Levovitz was not involved in
curriculum or policy decisions, although Mrs. Pick asserted that "he cared
about curriculum as much as he cared about the physical plant."

"He came into the school office, walked around, took a lot of pride in it,"
recalled Phyllis Brown, administrative assistant in the academic office for
some 30 years. "He never interfered with any of the teachers. I think he
just loved being in the school. He just revered the Rav."

"Even though he was a businessman, he knew that the school was not a
business. He guarded the budget of the School Committee," Mrs. Tauber

Continued on page 6

Mr. Levovitz poses with his daughter Reva Gertel and grandson Elie Gertel '91 after
commencement exercises in June 1991.
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said. She pointed out "how much he loved speaking at graduation. He
could then feel that was the result for all his work." For years Mr.
Levovitz offered lessons from teachings of the Rav before handing out
diplomas.

His devotion to the school "was one of many manifestations of his
relentless commitment to a way of life guided by the Rav's halachic
principles of Torah U'Maddah and its implications for participating in
and contributing to contemporary society," Mr. Gyenes asserted.

As a member of the Management Committee, Mr. Finn attended
"innumerable meetings at his home and at the school." He recalled one
that occurred about five years ago—a discussion of expanding the
synagogue. "We had a meeting in my office and he brought some of
the wooden blocks to demonstrate the colors and the tone of the
wood that was going to be used for the Ark. That's what we spent our
meeting talking about… He was incredibly detail-oriented, and he
expected the same from everybody involved with the school."

"There were a great many lessons just to be learned from standing
back and watching him. He was protecting the school almost like a
parent does a child," commented Mrs. Pick, who added that Mr.
Levovitz made her feel valuable as a volunteer. "To him it didn't matter
how you supported the school. He felt indebted to everyone who
worked for the school."

"Many components of the school today, and the opportunities
available to the school for its future, are the direct outcome of Abe's
consistently active leadership, relentless hands-on work and limitless

generosity, reflecting his sense of obligation to make things happen,"
Mr. Gyenes said. He also noted that "Many active supporters and
contributors to the school over the past four decades, including many
of those engaged in today's leadership group, were motivated, shaped
and in some sense recruited by the repeated examples of Abe's
impact."

"He cared with every part of his being about the school first—the kid,
the teacher, the administrator, the person who had need, not to
mention the sod in the courtyard," Mrs. Pick declared.

Those who daven in the Maimonides kehillah have their own package
of special memories.“As any kid who grew up in Maimonides shul can
tell you, a lasting memory is receiving an aliyah, stepping to the side
after it finished, and during the subsequent aliyah, having Mr. Levovitz’s
gentle hands show you the place in the Chumash he kept next to him,”
recalled Noam Osband, a 1998 graduate.

“No other person I know had the amount of respect accorded to him,”
Noam continued.“More importantly, no one else I know deserved it as
much. He always talked to you in a kind and caring manner, treating
you with a level of decorum that made you feel quite special.”

He recalled with fondness an Osband family weekend in Maine with
Mr. and Mrs. Levovitz earlier this summer.“Somehow, he seemed more
vigorous than any of us, staying up till one in the morning for a
barbecue and discussion. I marveled at his energy and zest for life. It
still amazes me that he’s gone, but it heartens me to know, he will live
on in my memory for the rest of my life.”

Abraham Levovitz, Z”L Continued from page 5

Mr. Levovitz and Rabbi David Shapiro (center) with Leonard Brener in 2001. Mr.
Brener contributed the funds for the building that bears his name, thanks largely
to the stewardship of Mr. Levovitz.

Rabbi Yitzhak Twersky, zt"l, the Talner Rebbe, consults a source with Mr. Levovitz.

Dr. and Mrs. Bernard Kosowsky accept a replica of the sculpture outside the
school's main entrance from Mr. Levovitz. Dr. and Mrs. Kosowsky were honored by
the school in 1991.

Mr. Levovitz joins Sidney Blechner, z"l, left, and Rabbi M.J. Cohn, z"l, principal
emeritus, at the 1979 Scholarship Banquet.
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Shlichot BRING ISRAEL CLOSER TO MAIMONIDES
The three Israeli shlichot working with Maimonides School's Hebrew and Zionism curricula this
school year are already immersed in planning classes, programs and activities.

"We have a lot of plans—we've already started," said Moran Ohana, who is working with Enaz Tzitiar
and Zohar Wodage. "The most important
thing is to connect the children to Israel. Let
them feel a connection with the people
and the culture." That incorporates
everything from special programs for the
chagim, to help with Hebrew classes, to
"bringing the Zionist and Israeli
atmosphere to our students." Their
language efforts include the weekly
Shulchan Ivrit with students over lunch in
the Brener Lower Elementary Building.

For several years, young Israelis, some fulfilling national service, some connected with youth Zionist
movements, have augmented the Maimonides faculty, throughout the grades. This year's group is
supervised by Limor Cohen-Melul, Elementary School Hebrew Language and Judaic Studies teacher.

Moran, 23, Enaz, 22, and Zohar, 29, are all Jerusalem residents on their first extended stay in the
United States. Moran holds a degree in psychology from Bar-Ilan University, Enav a degree in
criminology from Bar-Ilan (she also worked as a volunteer in a women's shelter) and Zohar studied
to be a middle school math and special needs teacher, graduating from David Yalin College.

Enaz and Moran are also working with Young Israel of Brookline on behalf of the Bnei Akiva Zionist
youth organization. Zohar, who is a Bnei Akiva alumna but not currently affiliated, is involved with
youth programming at Congregations Shaarei Tefillah and Beth El-Atereth Israel in Newton.

The shlichot are delighted with their reception. "People here are very kind," Enaz said. "Students are
very nice, very polite, and we look forward to working with them and with Maimonides," added
Moran. One thing they're not excited about is a New England winter. "It's cold enough for me now,"
Zohar stated. "We're not used to this," said Enaz, adding that the students "are making fun of us." 

NEW TEACHER'S TRANSITION EASY
Carol Goodgame, the newest member of the Maimonides School
kindergarten faculty, taught for the past two years in a remote
community in New Mexico. Her school, encompassing pre-K
through Grade 12, was populated by 140 children of villagers and
ranchers. It was a 90-minute trip to the nearest supermarket.

But the transition to a Jewish day school hasn't been difficult, she
adds, because "I think children are children everywhere." And the

cultural differences between the Southwest and New England are manageable as well, she
says. "I find a lot that's the same."

Mrs. Goodgame resided in New Mexico for most of her life. When her daughter began
college last year, she and her husband Steve, "as empty-nesters, decided on a new
adventure." They visited the Boston area and chose to stay. Mr. Goodgame teaches in an
inner-city charter school. "We both have extensive backgrounds working with science, in
and out of the classroom," she notes.

Most of her 15-year career was spent in kindergarten and first grade classrooms, but Mrs.
Goodgame also has taught sixth grade math, high school computer science and publishing.
She spent several years teaching in a town near the Mexican border—a bilingual experience
she said is similar to Maimonides.

Mrs. Goodgame earned an associate's degree in business, a bachelor's in education and a
master's degree in early childhood education. She says her family "is committed to having
one car and taking public transportation." 

From left: Moran Ohana, Enaz Tzitiar and Zohar Wodage.



The creation of the State of Israel is one of the seminal events in Jewish History.
Recognizing the significance of the state and its national institutions, we seek to instill in our students an 

attachment to the State of Israel and its people as well as a sense of responsibility for their welfare.

AP TEACHERS SHINE: Eight Upper School teachers have

successfully completed the College' Board's Advanced Placement

Course audit. "All of our AP courses and teachers have been

approved for the 2007-08 school year because of the hard work by

these teachers," said Ken Weinstein, Middle and Upper School

principal for general studies. He congratulated Christopher Dore,

Jerald Halpern, Pedro Odon, Sharon Pywell, Gina Sauceda, Katerina

Sherman, Steven Steinsaltz and Roberta Wright. The auditing

procedures ensure that AP courses are taught on the college level

and that they meet the standards set forth by the College Board, said

Mr. Weinstein. "Teachers had to

provide evidence, including

annotated syllabi, for reviewers who

anonymously reviewed the materials

online and decided whether the

course met standards." 

FIRST-HAND ACCOUNT: Upper School students learned

first-hand about the exigencies of combat from Dr. Yehuda

Schwartz, who served as a substitute teacher in September.

Dr. Schwartz, who is the father-in-law of Rabbi Yair Altshuler,

Middle and Upper School principal, described his

experiences during the 1973 Yom Kippur war, when his tank

was struck by mortar fire. His story of escape from the

burning tank and subsequent recovery from serious injuries

helped define for the students the concepts of heroism and

bravery. Dr. Schwartz credits two

high school student-volunteers

who stayed by his side after he was

brought to the hospital as his own

heroes.

LEARNING AND TZEDAKAH: Students in Grades 2-6 are taking

part in a project to raise awareness and funds for Chai Lifeline, a

Brooklyn-based organization that sponsors overnight camps for

seriously ill children. The project, called "Parshathon," combines

Torah learning and tzedakah. Each week, students and teachers

review the appropriate parashah page provided by Chai Lifeline,

After several weeks, students collect donations from "sponsors,"

based on the number of parshiot they "passed". Rabbi David

Saltzman, Elementary School

principal, said students "are quite

eager to help raise tzedakah for the

kids who participate

in the Chai Lifeline

programs."

AFTER-SCHOOL SUPPORT: MateS, a component of the Maimonides

After-School Program, has received a generous donation from parent

Candy Glazer. MateS (Maimonides After School Time ExperienceS) was

established for children of working parents to provide a safe, cheerful

and relaxed time for children, where they do homework, engage in

activities such as board games and crafts, and take part in some physical

activities while they wait for their parents. "The program needs our

support so we can continue to help our fellow school family members,"

Mrs. Glazer said. "A few years ago, when I was just a struggling single

mother…my community (which IS my family) was there for me through

thick and thin and because of that I survived my hardship.… I am proud

to support the After School Program for my family." 

BARUCH DAYAN HAEMET: The Maimonides

School community was saddened to learn of

the passing of former high school teacher

Diane Rudnick. Mrs. Rudnick was a founding

board member of the Wellness Community

of Boston and served as a volunteer at

Gardner Museum and Olmsted National

Historic Site.
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