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Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share infor-
mation on individual graduates’ ventures and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of preparing 
educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. Your ideas and accomplishments will help sustain and strengthen this key 
communications tool; please forward to alumni@maimonides.org.

Alumni in Israel Share Details, Emotions Experienced During Recent Conflict
would tolerate even a single rocket, 
let alone nearly 13,000. And despite 
being under vicious attack, we do the 
utmost to prevent loss of civilian life and 
continue facilitating aid into Gaza.

I am doing 14-hour night shifts for as 
long as this takes. I haven’t slept for 
more than 3.5 hours in a row or spent 
a night at home for a week. But I know 
that the people of Israel’s south haven’t 
had a good night’s sleep, free of the fear 
of being awoken by the air raid siren, for 
over a decade. And I know that so much 
is at stake in my job of making Israel’s 
case in the international community, yet 
what is being asked of me is very minor 
in comparison to the sacrifice that our 
combat troops may be asked to make 
if the order is given. But morale is high 
and our sense of mission is strong. I and 
all of my fellow soldiers are prepared to 
continue for as long as it takes to get the 

As Israel responded to a barrage 
of missile attacks from Gaza in 
mid-November, Maimonides School 
students and parents heard from a 
variety of alumni on the “front lines.” 
Following are excerpts from some of 
the electronic messages we received:

Elana (Kaufman) Carmel ’98:   I 
work at Bar Ilan University as a clinical 
psychologist at the student clinic. 
We have set up a hotline meant to 
support students and their families 
who are suffering emotional trauma 
from the current crisis in Israel. It is 
inspiring to see my co-workers think 
outside their daily routine and think 
on a large scale. How can they use 
their professional skills to best meet 
the needs of their people, and really 
give of themselves beyond the regular 
routine of work? It is at moments like 
this that I am reminded why I moved 
to Israel, that working here is not 
just a means of supporting oneself 
financially but a means of supporting 
Am Yisrael.  

Dov Lerner ’05: As an officer in the 
IDF’s Foreign Liaison unit, it is my 
job to provide information about 
military-related events in Israel to 
foreign military personnel and Israeli 
military attaches abroad. With world 
opinion not interested in waiting for 
facts before making snap judgment 
against Israel, it is imperative that 
we provide almost real-time updates 
about our operation to give the 
truth a fighting chance. We must do 
whatever we can to convince foreign 
officials that no country in the world 

job done. There is a strong sense of unity 
amongst Israelis as we pass through this 
crisis. My hope and prayer is that the war 
ends, true, lasting peace arrives, and the 
sense of togetherness continues into the 
future.

Yael Mizrahi ’07: I moved to Israel five 
years ago, after having spent many 
summers in kibbutzim around the 
country. July 2006, at the onset of the 
Second Lebanon War, I was in Netanya, 
attending an ulpan. I remember the 
flight of northern residents seeking 
refuge in the center of the country. The 
anticipation of waiting for the six o’clock 
news, to hear the names of those killed 
in battle.  The pictures of destroyed 
houses in Kiryat Shmona, the faces of 
fallen soldiers flashing on the TV screen. I 
was an outsider looking in, to a culture, a 
society that was not my own. 
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Lisa Kahn Kriegel 

‘93 (center|) and 

her sister Amy 

(Kahn) Goldman 

pose with their 

former teacher, 

Mrs. Lois Silver, 

whom they met 

unexpectedly a 

few weeks ago. 
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Now, those boys being sent to war are 
my friends; the cities under attack are 
places I know well; and the vernacular of 
rockets and missiles is all too common. 
The days that lie ahead will surely not 
be easy, for me, for my parents, and 
for those on both sides of the conflict. 
However, even in the darkest hour, 
my belief that peace remains a viable 
solution is unremitting. I see it in the 
strength of the residents of Sderot, 
Ashdod, Beer Sheva, for whom air-raid 
sirens have been the perennial reality; 
in the cafes and beaches of Tel Aviv, 
which remain full; in the soldiers who 
unequivocally follow the orders of their 
superiors and in the countless phone 
calls and emails I have received in the 
past week from friends and family 
abroad. Knowing that people back 
home are rallying and praying for Israel’s 
safety brings me immense hope, so 
to all of you who feel your efforts are 
insignificant, please, be aware of how 
much Israel relies on you.

Sam and Leora Packer ’03: You may 
be wondering how you can help with 
the situation in Israel.  Even from within 

Israel, beyond the range of the rockets, 
we have wondered what we can do.  
After hearing a radio interview with a 
falafel store owner in Ashkelon who 
did not sell one falafel all day long and 
reading a New York Times article about 
a mother who has been serving her 
family bread and dips instead of cooked 
dinners all week long, we came up 
with the following idea. We can help 
support both businesses in Israel’s south 
and boost the morale of the citizens 
taking the brunt of Hamas’s missiles 
by ordering pizzas from local southern 
vendors to be delivered to families 
and soldiers in the region.  Leora and I 
contacted vendors who agreed to the 
idea and were willing to receive your 
calls and deliver the pizzas.

(Update —the cease fire is holding but 
the pizza campaign continues, Sam and 
Leora report that “if you, order pizza for 
a family in the south, the pizza store will 
find somewhere to send it. Here are the 
numbers:

Ofakim: 011-972-8-992-1114; Netivot: 
011-972-8-993-0145; Ashkelon: 011-972-
8-684-2068; Sderot: 011-972-8-661-2007; 
Ashdod: 011-972-8-866-7000. , Send an 

email to leorapacker@gmail.com saying 
you placed an order.)

Yitzhak Sokoloff ’72: So what is the 
Israeli game plan? There are almost no 
voices calling for the reoccupation of 
Gaza. The last thing most Israelis want 
is to re-institute a military government 
with responsibility for day-to-day life 
and the burden of defending itself in 
the crazy “paradise of arms” that is Gaza 
today. 

As a result, the default option remains 
more of the same. If we can achieve 
that without a land battle in Gaza, 
that would seem to be the preferable 
course, but if there is no alternative 
to ending the missile attacks then the 
IDF will go in. Perhaps there is some 
way of disarming the Hamas without 
needing to conquer Gaza? Today that 
seems like a utopia, but Israel is after all 
the birthplace of utopian ideals, and it 
has always been a place where reality 
is more dramatic than fiction. In any 
case, thanks to the IDF, it’s better to be 
an actor in this story than a perennial 
victim.

Almost two dozen members of the Class of 2002 pose with spouses and children at the 10-year reunion hosted by he school on Nov. 25

Alumni in Israel
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Scenes from New York Alumni Social

Ari Shrage, left, and his classmate Jon Brickman catch up at 
the Alumni Council’s first event for Metro New York gradu-
ates, held Nov. 14 at Traffic Midtown East.

The Blechner siblings, from left: Joey ’09, Mickey Nyer ’02, Josh ’99 and 
Elisha ’96 

Alumni and guests listen to remarks by sports journalist Jeremy Schaap

Rabbi Ed Goldstein ’71

Edwin Maltzman ’73, left, and Joel 
Mael ’75  

Leah (Rosenfield) 
Lightman ‘78, left, 
and Reva (Morrison) 
Iden ’75  
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Maimonides Alumni Here and There...
Mickey (Blechner) Nyer ’02 is training 
for the Jan. 27 Miami Half-Marathon, 
through which she hopes to raise at least 
$3,000 to benefit the Boston chapter 
of Yachad/National Jewish Council for 
Disabilities. “Growing up in Boston, 
I attended many NCSY Shabbatons 
all over New England.  It was always 
great spending time with friends 
from school, but what made it that 
much more memorable was spending 
Shabbat with the Yachad members,” 
she writes. “The joy on their faces was 
contagious.  I remember celebrating 
Chanukah and Purim with local Yachad 
members.  Not only did they enjoy the 
food, entertainment, and dressing up, 

they enjoyed the simple act of being 
included.”

“As the activities coordinator at 
Maimonides, I was able to facilitate this 
relationship and connection between 
our students and the Yachad members,” 
she continued.  “The satisfaction our 
students felt knowing that they enriched 
the lives of someone else, someone so 
special, was something they will never 
forget.”  Mickey stressed that Yachad 
activities “create the opportunity to 
educate the community about the 
members’ strengths and abilities.” The 
link to Mickey’s personalized Team 

Yachad fundraising page is http://miami.
teamyachad.com/runner/mbnyer.

Seth Katzman ’11 has succeeded in 
campaigning for kosher cooking facilities 
at Clark University in Worcester, where he 
is a sophomore. He reports that funding 
is the only remaining impediment. Seth 
also has been certified as an emergency 
medical technician and serves as a 
volunteer for the college’s emergency 
medical service. Seth began a 140-hour 
class in preparation for the EMT exam in 
May. 

Rabbi Eliav Bock ‘05, founding director 
of Ramah Outdoor Adventure program in 
Colorado, is one of five Jewish educators 
to receive the 2012 Pomegranate Prize 
from the Covenant Foundation. This 
award recognizes passionate, emerging 
leaders in Jewish education who have 
been in the field for 10 years or less.  The 
camp includes children ages 8-18 as well 
as a Tikvah program for children with 
special needs. 

Dr. Jack Naggar ’03, a medical resident, 
and Michal Fuld ’06, a registered nurse, 
were among hundreds of  heroic 
personnel who helped evacuate some 
300 patients at New York University’s 
Langone Medical Center when electrical 
power failed during the height of 
Hurricane Sandy on Oct. 29. The 
transfer of patients to nearby hospitals 
in the storm received extensive news 
coverage. NYU Medical Center would 
not give clearance to Jack and Michal for 
interviews.

Sara (Herst) Bellin, left, Maimonides director of student activities, and Ariella (Brunwasser) Belo-
polsky, director of admissions, pose with their recent t alumni spouses, Ari Bellin ‘05 and Ilya Belo-
polsky ‘96
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