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Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share infor-
mation on individual graduates’ ventures and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of preparing 
educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. Your ideas and accomplishments will help sustain and strengthen this key 
communications tool; please forward to alumni@maimonides.org.

 Visit Maimonides on Facebook   Follow our Twitter feed, KolRambam
 Subscribe to our YouTube channel, MaimoTube

Mezuzah Campaign Is Graduate’s Response to Colorado’s Natural Disaster
Kippur until Sukkot, in a state of shock 
like everyone else, I kept trying to think 
of something I could personally do. 

Finally it came to me…since I never had 
a bat mitzvah celebration, I wanted to 
commemorate my birthday by inau-
gurating a project that would benefit 
and uplift the Jewish community above 
and beyond the extraordinary mate-
rial relief activities that were mobilizing 
throughout the flooded areas. Many 
years ago the Lubavitcher Rebbe, z”l, 
started a mezuzah campaign, and I 
wanted to do something similar for 
those affected by the flood here in 
Colorado.

I contacted someone who I knew loved 
the mitzvah of mezuzah and asked for 
a donation. To make a long story short, 
very soon 100 high-quality kosher 
mezuzot will be flown here to Boulder… 
I think that the mezuzah conveys a 
particularly inspiring and appropriate 
message of triumph over adversity.

The Jewish community here has been 
so amazing in its cooperative initiatives 
to help those in need. As someone 
pointed out in the latest schmoozers’ 
meeting at the JCC, the structure was 
already in place for mutual support even 
before the flood. The Boulder Jewish 
community in fact can and should be 
viewed as a model of inter- and trans-
denominational cooperation on so 
many levels. This has been strikingly 
demonstrated during and after the 
duration of the flood…Above all is the 
assistance provided by all the congrega-
tions in town for each other, in sharing 

The following are excerpts from a 
column written by Yehudis Fishman 
’61 in a recent edition of The Boulder 
Jewish News in Colorado. Yehudis says 
she has been teaching Torah and Chas-
sidic writings for more than 40 years on 
the East Coast and the Midwest, and has 
served as director of several Jewish orga-
nizations in New Mexico and Colorado. 

This past Sukkot was surely the most 
intense birthday of my life… Turning 
70 is a milestone for everyone, but 
coming during the season of the 
flood of 5774, it will be hauntingly 
unforgettable.  

In terms of a Torah association with 
70, I keep picturing the reverse image 
of the Boulder situation. In the Torah, 
the Israelites travel through a parched 
desert thirsting for water, till they 
finally come to an oasis of 70 palm 
trees and 12 springs of water. The 
Chafetz Chaim sees this as a general 
lesson that if we find ourselves feeling 
at the end of our ropes, we should 
muster just a bit more patience and 
trust, because who knows what 
reprieve and salvation lies just around 
the corner? That part is definitely a 
good thought for Boulderites to keep 
in mind.

For me, my 70th year was memo-
rable…because it happened at a 
time where the flooding both ripped 
people apart on so many levels, and 
is putting the Jewish community in 
particular back together in a way 
that is becoming, G-d willing, more 
powerful than ever before. From Yom 

spaces, resources, and facilities to be able 
to continue being a beacon of light and 
sustenance for the people turning to 
them for material and spiritual assistance 
and guidance…

A mezuzah is a tangible manifestation 
of a touch of eternity. It is placed on the 
intersection between the public and 
private domain, and between one room 
and another. It is a striking example of 
cooperation: there is one opinion that it 
should be placed vertically, and another 
that states horizontally. So what do we 
do? We literally and spiritually find a 
co-operative position — the diagonal! 
And we point it inward because it is an 
arrow that brings the multiplicity and 
often chaos of the world outside into the 
warmth and embrace of our homes. 

And what is the primary text in the 
mezuzah? It is the Shema, the declaration 

Yehudis Fishman ‘61 (photo by David Fellows, Boulder 
Jewish News)
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Alumnus Augments His Artistic Gift with State-of-the-Art Skillset

Ari Binus ’92 can’t remember when 
he wasn’t drawing something: “In first 
grade we had a contest to illustrate 
Jacob’s Ladder, and I won that,” he 
remembers. “People were always telling 
me, ‘Wow, you can draw!’ ” 

Over the years he has augmented 
that natural talent with the techno-
logical skills that define a broader job 
description: illustration, animation and 
conceptualization. 

“My strength is the big picture, incor-
porating all the skills to help create 
– editing, building models, animating, 
timing, pacing, music,” he said. “I can 
coordinate a bunch of things to make a 
story happen.” 

Ari said he always has had a feel for 
arts moving toward the future. “I think I 
was in the sixth grade when I was really 
into designing spaceships — because 
the first thing I wanted to do with my 
life was work for George Lucas’s visual 
effects company.” He also remembers 
winning a JCC contest that promoted a 
theme of “Judaism and Space.” 

“In high school I started discovering 
that if I stayed up late at night drawing, 
I would come into school tired,” he 
laughed. He spent a lot of time copying 
photographic portraits, which he said 

is how many artists begin serious work. 
Ari also portrayed on paper some 
Maimonides teachers and administra-
tors with facial features resembling Dr. 
Seuss characters. There were plans to 
build the yearbook on that theme, but 

copyright considerations 
squelched that idea. 

Ari majored in art at Boston 
University, then worked 
as executive assistant for 
Yossi Abramowitz and his 
Newton-based Jewish 
Family and Life Media. “I 
also did some voiceovers in 
New York, but I really didn’t 
want to make a career out 
of becoming a voiceover 
artist.” 

Returning to the drawing 
board, Ari illustrated a 
number of Judaic-themed 

children’s books, including 
Hayyim’s Ghost by Eric Kimmel, The 
Littlest Tree by Sylvia Rouss and Around 
the Shabbos Table by Seryl Berman. He 
also regularly provides illustrations for a 
Jewish children’s magazine. 

Most recently Ari collaborated with 
Behrman House Publishing on The 
Explorer’s Bible animated series, a col-
lection of five animated “webisodes.”  
He is directing and co-writing, devel-
oping storyboards and overseeing 
sound and music design, as well as 
animating with three-dimensional 
software. 

The project aims “to bring the chal-
lenge of edutainment storytelling to 
life by integrating a multitude of educa-
tional aspects into an engaging and 
powerful dramatic video experience,” 
he explained. 

For the past several years Ari also has 
been working in the creative end of the 
advertising department of the Building 
#19 discount stores. (The 10-store chain 
recently declared bankruptcy, which 

Ari said he had been anticipating.) “I 
had my own little movie studio in their 
warehouse where I was writing, story-
boarding, building props, doing minia-
ture model construction, creating visual 
effects, animating with 3-D software, 
directing, and editing.” 

Ari has a number of creative opportuni-
ties on the horizon, including several 
more Jewish book illustration ventures, 
one of which involves collaboration 
with award-winning children’s author 
Sylvia Rouss, to be released through the 
author’s publishing company, Apples & 
Honey Press. 

He is also tutoring individuals and 
groups in basic animation, basic three-
dimensional modeling, film and audio 
editing and graphics programs while 
continuing to develop new pieces on his 
own. “I’m trying to create my own proj-
ects to showcase my skills,” he said. “I 
always have something in progress.” 

For a showcase of Ari’s work, see www.
aribinus.com. Ari’s Facebook page, at 
www.facebook.com/aribinuscreative, 
features several creative projects. 

An Ari Binus illustration from Hayyim’s Ghost.

Cover Art by Ari Binus ‘92 for The Littlest Tree.
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“…Connecting my present to my past in a most profound way”
Following are introductory remarks to a 
talk delivered by Dr. Alan Kellerman ’70 
recently upon completing the Daf Yomi 
cycle:

Earlier this week I found myself sitting in 
the auditorium at Maimonides School in 
Brookline, Massachusetts, the very place 
I had graduated from high school some 
43 years ago. 

It was Memorial Day, and I had gone to 
daven Shacharis that morning. There 
were only a handful of people at minyan 
that I knew from childhood and they 
greeted me warmly, welcoming me 
back home. 

During Chazaras HaShatz, I walked the 
length of the memorial wall, with its 
modern white ceramic tiles, each with 
the name of someone I once knew. I was 
mesmerized. 

In the ‘60’s, Maimonides was such a 
vibrant shul with Rav Soloveitchik at its 
center. I felt a profound sadness at the 

passage of time and the inevitability of 
change.

After all the other mispal’lim were long 
gone I found myself alone sitting at 
the very same round table I had sat at 
so many years ago. It was chipped and 
scratched and if it were able to speak 
would have had many interesting stories 
to tell.

There I was sitting learning mishnayos 
at the very table where most mornings 
for many years, I ate breakfast with my 
Rebbe, Rabbi Wohlgemuth, z”l.  I felt his 
presence and a connection to his sweet 
soul. 

Before I knew it, my other rabbayim, 
Rabbi Simon, z’l, and Rabbi Mozeson, 
z’l, also joined us, as did my childhood 
friends. It was a beautiful reunion in my 
mind and they were joining me as I was 
finishing up one of the last mishnayos in 
SHAS. 

I hadn’t planned this moment — it 
merely unfolded, spontaneously. It was 

at this very school that I learned my first 
mishnah. I was blessed in that moment 
to bear witness to Hashem’s plan, 
connecting my present to my past in a 
most profound way.

Dr. Alan Kellerman

Among the more than 4,400 participants in the Nov. 17 Voices Against Brain Cancer run/walk in Central Park, Manhattan, were these members of Team 
Papi: (from left) Dr. Chana Weiner Glasser ’00, Abby Phillips (wife of Joe Itkis ‘06), Rachel Levy ‘06, Beth Japhet ‘06, Phyllis (Weiner) Miller ‘69, Hedy Wald 
Weiner, Zach Weiner ‘06, Michal Fuld ‘06, Shani Weiner ’06 and Hanna Flesh ’06. The team raised money in honor of Dr. Mark Weiner ’73, who is recovering 
from brain cancer.
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Alumni on the Move…

Mezuzah Campaign

This one probably wasn’t too hard to 
predict: Eitan Rosenberg ’03, always 
passionate about professional basket-
ball, recently was hired on a consulting 
basis as director of analytics for the 
Fort Wayne, IN, Mad Ants, a franchise 
in the National Basketball Association’s 
Developmental League. He will be 
assisting the team this season in player 
evaluations through the use of advanced 
statistics. “Eitan will be able to bring a 
fresh and incredibly valuable perspec-
tive of what players can and cannot do 
through his fantastic analytical skills, 
and I look forward to working closely 
with him this season,” said Mad Ants 
President Jeff Potter. Analysts like Eitan 
use a number of different advanced 
statistics — true shooting percentage, 
rebound percentage, and win share — 
to determine which players are likely to 
be successful as professional basketball 
players. “I still have a full-time job in New 
York as a search marketing manager,” 
Eitan noted.

Rabbi Ari Rockoff ’92 recently began 
new responsibilities as director of institu-
tional advancement for Yeshiva Univer-
sity’s Azrieli Graduate School of Jewish 

Education and Administration and the 
Bernard Revel Graduate School of Jewish 
Studies. Ari will continue working with 
the rabbinic alumni and the Elef L’Mateh 
Society of the Rabbi Isaac Elchanan 
Theological Seminary. “It has been an 
honor and privilege to be a part of the 
‘start-up leadership team’ at the Center 
for the Jewish Future,” he said. “I know 
that the relationships and partnerships 
that have been formed will serve as a 
foundation in all of my work for many 
years to come.”

Adina Gerver ’97 is being honored 
by her shul with the Young Leadership 
Award. Adina serves on the board of the 
Washington Heights Congregation in 
Manhattan. According to the committee 
planning the Jan. 25, 2014 gala dinner, 
Adina “has brought new vitality to our 
congregation by updating our social 
media classes and teaching Torah 
classes.”

Prof. Eliot Cohen ’73 has been named 
to the board of advisors of the Wash-
ington Institute for Near East Policy. 
Eliot is the Robert E. Osgood Professor 
of Strategic Studies at the Paul H. Nitze 
School of Advanced International Studies 
of the Johns Hopkins University and 
founding director of its Philip Merrill 

Center for Strategic Studies. He served in 
the second George W. Bush administra-
tion as counselor of the Department of 
State. His former boss, Dr. Condoleezza 
Rice, as well as former U.S. Sen. Joseph 
Lieberman and former U.S. Sen. Evan 
Bayh, are among other new members of 
the board. 

Joel Tauber ’90, a professor of art at 
Wake Forest University in Winston-Salem, 
NC, has embarked on a new venture that 
he calls The Sharing Project. It stems 
from his efforts to teach the concept 
of sharing to his two young boys, Joel 
said. “It’s a lot more complicated than I 
thought it would be,” he acknowledged. 
Then he learned about the forgotten 
Socialist Jewish commune of Happyville 
(1905-1908) in South Carolina, comprising 
some 50 Russian Jews who left New York 
to start a 2,200-acre utopian commu-
nity.  “I became hopeful that we might 
be able to learn a lot about sharing from 
the Happyville pioneers,” Joel wrote, 
and “while it’s too late to speak to them, 
it isn’t too late to investigate the site 
where they once lived.” A video preview 
and other features can be seen on The 
Sharing Project website, 
thesharingproject.net. Local radio 
coverage can be accessed at  
thesharingproject.net.

Dr. Matthew Levitt ‘88 chats with Yocheved Goldman after his recent presentation to Maimonides 
eighth graders. Matt, who talked about his new book, Hezbollah: The Global Footprint of Lebanon’s 
Party of God, told Yocheved that he is close friends with his classmate — and her uncle — Rabbi Scott 
Kahn.

of divine Oneness and the unity that 
transports us beyond everything that 
divides us. What could be a better model 
of how our community has worked 
together during crisis? Let’s continue 
maintaining this unity in any way that we 
can. Let the presence of a mezuzah on 
every door inspire and direct us to stay 
in touch with each other, with our soul 
center, and with the true divine center 
of all being, the Creator who carries 
us through the roughest times and 
situations.

My vision is to see a mezuzah on every 
Jewish door here in Boulder. 

continued from page 1
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