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Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share infor-
mation on individual graduates’ ventures and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of preparing 
educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. Your ideas and accomplishments will help sustain and strengthen this key 
communications tool; please forward to alumni@maimonides.org.

Alumna Honored for Leadership of a New Philanthropic Generation
For one thing, her 
fellow honoree 
was David Broza, 
the singer and 
songwriter who 
has been popular 
in Israel for more 
than 35 years. 
“His cousin was 
a long-time 
employee of the 
hospital and got 
David involved,” 
Marleen said. “He 
has performed for 
patients and has 
been a longtime 
supporter.”

Gabi Lupatkin 
’04 was a member 
of the Dinner Committee and Marleen’s 
classmate Erica (Bogdansky) Scherzer 
was among the attendees. 

Even as a high school student, Marleen 
said, “I knew that I was going to go 
into the helping field.”  She was a 
weekly volunteer at Coolidge House 
nursing home as her Project Shalom 
commitment. 

A graduate of Stern College, Marleen 
received her master of social work 
degree from Yeshiva University’s Wurz-
weiler School.

Marleen, who has more than 11 years’ 
experience in social work, is an assis-
tant division director with the Jewish 
Child Care Association, a “multicultural” 
agency with wide-ranging programs that 
reach more than 16,000 children and 

About six years ago, a friend recom-
mended to Marleen Litt ’96 that 
during her next visit to Israel she visit 
the Reuth Medical Center in Tel Aviv, a 
rehabilitation and chronic care facility 
with more than 350 beds.

Marleen, a social worker, was 
impressed. Actually, that’s putting it 
lightly.

Earlier this month she was honored at 
the annual dinner of American Friends 
of Reuth for her service as chairperson 
of the friends’ Young Leadership 
Division.

“Through trips to Israel every Sukkot 
and Pesach, I have gotten to know 
the hospital and its staff, and began 
working on an international level 
to help raise funds,” Marleen said. 
“Last Pesach we held an event at 
the hospital attended by 180 young 
professionals from seven different 
countries.”

Reuth Medical Center works with 
patients of all ages, including victims 
of terror attacks, wounded soldiers 
and persons injured in motor vehicle 
accidents. Marleen noted that the 
hospital’s origin in 1938 predates the 
establishment of the State of Israel by 
10 years.

“My dad is a doctor, so I brought him 
to the hospital. He was so impressed 
with the state-of-the-art medicine and 
technology that they use,” she said.

The Dec. 16 dinner at the New York 
Palace in Manhattan was “a really 
special evening,” Marleen reported. 

family members throughout New York 
City, Long Island and Westchester County. 

Services include mental health, foster 
homes, group homes and residential 
services for children and adolescents, 
preventive services, independent living 
skills training and adoption programs, 
as well as specific services for the Jewish 
community. Jewish roots and commit-
ment to tikkun olam are values that 
drive the agency, and Marleen said she 
connects with them.

“It is integral that my generation involve 
itself in Jewish philanthropy, as the future 
of social services depends on our assis-
tance,” Marleen asserted. 

More information about Reuth Medical 
Center can be found at http://tinyurl.com/
k7afe7b.

 Visit Maimonides on Facebook   Follow our Twitter feed, KolRambam
 Subscribe to our YouTube channel, MaimoTube

Marleen Litt (second from right) at the Reuth dinner with her parents Ellen and 
Abi and her sister Caryn (Litt) Wolfe ’99.

mailto:alumni@maimonides.org
http://tinyurl.com/k7afe7b
http://tinyurl.com/k7afe7b
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Brookline-MA/Maimonides-School/214014070830
http://twitter.com/KolRambam
http://www.youtube.com/user/MaimoTube
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GiveWell: Graduate’s Vehicle for “Accomplishing as Much Good as Possible”
Elie Hassenfeld ’99 has a global 
perspective about fundamental issues 
like poverty, or health. 

“When we talk about hunger in 
America, people say they are worried 
about the cost or the quality of 
food. When we talk about hunger 
in Africa, many children are measur-
ably malnourished,” he commented. 
“There are problems with health care 
in the U.S. But hundreds of thou-
sands of people die annually in Africa 
because of lack of access to basic 
health products.”

Six-and-a-half years 
ago, Elie put this 
passion into action by 
co-founding GiveWell, 
which “is focused on 
finding a small number 
of outstanding giving 
opportunities… We 
focus the bulk of our 
research on the causes 
we find most promising 
for accomplishing as 
much good as possible, 
and within those, on the 
giving opportunities we 
find most promising.” 

Today GiveWell has a 
staff of 11, most of 
whom are research 
analysts. The office 
moved to San Francisco about a 
year ago. Among recent favorable 
publicity was an article in The Wall 
Street Journal.

“We made a decision to focus on char-
ities working on an international level, 
that serve the poor people of the 
world, that are transparent, allowing 
us to understand the nitty-gritty of 
what they do,” Elie said. “Because the 
needs in the developing world are so 
great, donors can directly alleviate 
suffering or provide people with 

opportunities they wouldn’t have 
had.”

Elie graduated from Columbia in 2004 
and joined the hedge fund industry. 
After a couple of years, he found 
like-minded financial experts who 
were concerned about the world’s 
overwhelming social needs. “We 
were interested in charities that were 
trying to attack global humanitarian 
problems,” he recounted. “We were 
looking for opportunities to give and 
be confident that we were having the 
biggest impact we could on the prob-

lems they were trying to solve.”

In mid-2007, Elie and colleague 
Holden Karnofsky left their jobs in 
finance and established GiveWell, 
“to try to be the resource we were 
looking for that provides informa-
tion and recommendations on where 
people who have values like ours 
could give.”

The operation has grown, adding 
mostly individual large and small 
donors, Elie said. “We have been 
fortunate people have learned about 

what we’re doing… These donors 
tend to use our research as a major 
factor. They are trying to get the most 
impact for their dollar with their chari-
table donations.”

Key concepts in GiveWell’s operation 
are in-depth research and transpar-
ency. “We follow the charities we 
recommend, and we reach out when 
we discover new organizations that 
meet our criteria,” he said. “That’s a 
relatively small number. We are not 
trying to be an organization that rates 
every single charity out there.”

Elie and his staff have 
traveled to remote 
locations, since “before 
we recommend an 
organization we visit 
them in the field. I 
visited charities in 
India and in Kenya. We 
are really making sure 
that we see everything 
on the ground.”

GiveWell, he said, is 
“part of the revolution 
in philanthropy. We 
are seeing a genera-
tion of people who 
have an expectation of 
access to high-quality 
information when they 

make decisions. We 
think this approach to giving — trans-
parent, critical, analytical — can really 
be a model on how philanthropy can 
be.” He stressed that “we don’t believe 
everyone should give to the charities 
we recommend.  People have all kinds 
of reasons for giving.”

 “We are broadening the scope of our 
research,” Elie said. “We are aiming to 
share the work that we do as much as 
we possibly can, to help inform the 
big philanthropists who are going to 
come onto the scene over the next 
10-20 years.”

Eli Hassenfeld ’99 inspecting a chlorine dispenser at a Kenyan village.
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Family Embarks on Chabad Outreach Mission to Rural California

Lauren (Simkovitz) Kreindler ‘08, 
her husband Rabbi Simcha Moishe 
Kreindler, and their 16-month-old son 
Yisrael Leib recently became Chabad 
shluchim (emissaries) as directors 
of TORCH (Torah Outreach in Rural 
California).

They received official approval from 
Rabbi Shlomo Cunin, Chabad West 
Coast head shaliach.

“We have been dreaming of reaching 
out to the scattered Jews of remote Cali-

fornia,” said Lauren, who now uses her 
Hebrew name Atara Michal. 

“We hosted public menorah lightings in 
five different towns during Chanukah. 
It was a success, and fortified our belief 
in the necessity of this mission,” she 
related. “We met a number of Jews who 
had no access to or affiliation with any 
Jewish organizations.” The Chanukah 
expedition ended with a Shabbaton 
in Weed, California, a small town next 
to Mount Shasta, California where the 
couple held a public menorah lighting 
for about 15 Jews in a town with a popu-
lation of just 3,600.

“Throughout the week, mezuzahs were 
hung, chocolate gelt was enjoyed, 
Shabbat candles were distributed and 
tears of joy were shed. We are main-
taining relationships with everyone we 
met through email communication, and 
a complete series of online Torah classes 
is available for all who sign up,” she 
continued. 

Atara made aliyah after Maimonides 
graduation and taught in a Gush Etzion 
school through sherut leumi for a year. 

Then she enrolled in a Chabad seminary 
in Jerusalem. During a visit to family in 
Boston, she met her future husband, 
a Los Angeles businessman who was 
already considering service as a Chabad 
shaliach. After their marriage, they 
moved to the Los Angeles area and 
began visualizing the outreach mission 
that has become a reality.

Rabbi Kreindler grew up in Danville, CA, 
a small town in northern California. After 
graduating from NYU’s Stern School of 
Business (undergraduate), he returned 
to California and soon became a student 
of a prominent senior Chabad shaliach 

and rav, who launched his journey 
of learning about his Judaism. “Now, 
Simcha Moishe is eager to seek out 
Jews who know little of their roots and 
enlighten them, just as his rabbi had 
done for him,” Atara said.

“Chabad TORCH serves a unique 
mission,” Atara said. “There are many 
towns throughout California that have 
Jewish residents, albeit too few to 
support a synagogue or formal commu-
nity… TORCH fills the gap as a ‘roaming 
synagogue.’ Chabad TORCH, G-d willing, 
will seek out and serve the Jews of 37 
small towns. On average, these loca-
tions are 70 miles from any Jewish 
establishments.”

Chabad TORCH finds “congregants” 
by entering common Jewish last 
names into the White Pages search 
engine, strolling through shopping 
centers and busy commercial areas and 
creating buzz in local newspapers, she 
continued.

“I recall a class with Rabbi (Avraham) 
Preil at Maimonides, who explained 
the concept that ‘kol Yisrael areivin zeh 
ba zeh’ — each Jew is responsible for 
every other Jew,” Atara recalled. “Chas-
sidut elaborates that the Jewish nation 
comprises one body, and when a Jew 
is not attuned to his unique mission, 
it affects and concerns the rest of the 
‘body’. Even an injured small toe can 
cause pain for the head.”

 Chabad shluchim, she noted, are 
responsible for raising their own 
funding, “quite a task for any young 
couple.”  “Chabad’s philosophy is that 
a shepherd doesn’t leave his flock,” 
Atara said. Chabad has more than 4,400 
shluchim couples worldwide, “yet there 
remain plenty of places where Jews 
are not being reached. And, noting the 
recent Pew Study, there remains plenty 
of outreach to be done in America.”

To learn more about Chabad TORCH, 
visit www.ChabadTORCH.com.

Atara Michal Kreindler with her husband, Rabbi Simcha Kreindler, and their son, Yisrael Leib.

http://www.ChabadTORCH.com
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Maimonides Alumni In the News
Dr. Danny Aghion ’99 was 
featured in two recent news 
segments on major New England 
television stations.  Danny is a 
neurosurgery resident at Rhode 
Island Hospital. Last summer, 
one of his patients — 35 weeks 
pregnant — arrived at the 
hospital with left leg paralysis. 
“Scans showed a large tumor on 
her spine that had to be removed 
immediately,” Danny related. 
A medical team performed an 
emergency C-section, and then 
the patient underwent a lengthy 
surgery to remove the spine 
tumor. She and her four-month 
old daughter are now doing 
very well, Danny said. He was 
interviewed  live on Boston’s 
Fox affiliate, http://tinyurl.com/
o2urpgo and also featured on a 
Providence station http://tinyurl.
com/njkc8p9.

Several graduates are serving 
on the committee organizing 
and overseeing the Maimonides 
Invitational Boys’ Basketball 
Tournament and Shabbaton, 
taking place Jan. 2-5. The M-Cats 
will host teams representing 
Beren Academy of Houston, 
Kushner Academy of Livingston, 
NJ and Torah Academy of Bergen 
County, Teaneck, NJ. Two games 
are scheduled each day, including 
consolation and championship 
contests Sunday morning. 

Ahron ’76 and Sheera (Kessler) 
Solomont ’76 are co-chairs. 
Committee members include 
Josh Alge ’08, Amy (Kahn) 
Goldman ’90,  Claudine (Cohen) 
Grossman ’91, Rabbi Dov Huff 
’00, Eitan Katz ’08 and Jon 
Marcus ’99. Parents of alumni on 
the committee are Dena Salzberg 
and Jay Turk. More details are at 
www.maimohoops.org.

Two Maimonides graduates 
are training to raise money for 
Yachad, the Orthodox Union’s 
National Jewish Council for 
Disabilities, by participating 
in long-distance races Feb. 2 
in Miami. Shira Krimsky ’10 
is preparing for the full ING 
Marathon and Rabbi Noah 
Cheses ’03 plans to run in the 
half-marathon. “Yachad is a 
very special organization that 
promotes inclusion for individuals 
with special needs,” Shira said. 
Her fundraising goal is $3,000; 
donations may be made through 
http://miami.teamyachad.com/
runner/slkrimsky/. Noah said he 
will be running with his wife and 
a group of students from Yale 
University, where he is associate 
rabbi at the Joseph Slifka Center 
for Jewish Life. Noah’s goal is 
also $3,000; his fundraising link is 
http://miami.teamyachad.com/
runner/ncheses/.

PHOTOS — (Above) Mark Blechner ’67 diagrams his family history during 

his presentation as the featured speaker for Maimonides School’s annual 

Kristallnacht commemoration Nov. 10. Mark’s father Sidney (Salo), z”l, survived 

several concentration and forced labor camps in the 1930s and ‘40s. His three 

uncles spent the war in safer places. (Below) Some of the two dozen members 

of the Class of 2013 who gathered at a Jerusalem restaurant Dec. 26 for an 

Israel reunion sponsored by the school. 

http://tinyurl.com/o2urpgo
http://tinyurl.com/o2urpgo
http://tinyurl.com/njkc8p9
http://tinyurl.com/njkc8p9
%20http://www.turnto10.com/video%3FclipId%3D9632804%26autostart%3Dtrue
www.maimohoops.org
http://miami.teamyachad.com/runner/slkrimsky/
http://miami.teamyachad.com/runner/slkrimsky/
http://miami.teamyachad.com/runner/ncheses/
http://miami.teamyachad.com/runner/ncheses/
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Almost a Half-Century of Senior Classes Represented at NY Event

More than 60 graduates, representing 
a span of 47 years of senior classes, 
attended the second alumni social 
at Traffic Midtown East in Manhattan 
Dec. 11. Among the guests were 
(clockwise, from top) Naty Katz ‘73, 
Head of School, joined by his son 
Akiva ‘11 and Frances (Gottlieb) 
Schwartz ‘72; Ephie ‘08 and Yael 
(Refah) Mandel ‘08; Sandra Wintman 
‘68 (left), Edwin Maltzman ‘73 and 
Sheila (Silver) Rubin ‘68; (from left) 
Gabe Kahn ‘96, Nahum Palefski ‘96 
and Jake Palefski ‘99; Yonina Siegal 
‘82, Sarah Jacobs ‘78 (center) and Amy 
Levenson ‘80; and the photographer 
and guest speaker for the evening, 
Lenny Eisenberg ‘68.
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Elliot Mael ‘83 (second from left), coach of the 

Maimonides Grade 8 girls’ basketball team, 

poses with fellow alumni during a break in the 

recent tournament at SAR Academy in Riverdale, 

NY: from left, Jeremy Salzberg ’05, Jonathan 

Hecht ’84, Davida (Wolfson) Fried ’08 and Ariella 

Wolfson ’09. Jonathan’s daughter competed 

for SAR, and Adira Wolfson ‘18 for Maimonides. 

Elliot not only played for the M-Cats more than 

30 years ago but also helped come up with that 

team nickname.

Donor Recognition Group Celebrates Alumni’s Special Connection to Maimonides 

More than 1,800 graduates spanning 
three generations share a Maimonides 
School diploma as a common 
denominator. 

Over the decades, alumni have served 
as school leaders and professionals, as 
parents, grandparents and supporters. 
Indeed, Maimonides alumni have a 
special connection that’s different 
from parents’, community leaders’ or 
philanthropists’.

The school is proud to announce that 
it is introducing a special recognition 
category that celebrates this unique 
connection, and the commitment of 
alumni contributors to the school’s 
Annual Campaign. Giving by graduates 
speaks loudly and clearly about the 
value of an institution. 

The new program is named Chevrat 
HaLapid (torch), incorporating the 
name of every senior class yearbook 

that symbolizes the enlightening pres-
ence Maimonides has had in the hearts 
and minds of alumni throughout the 
school’s history. 

The giving society has a four-level 
eligibility framework to maximize 
inclusivity:

• $18 or more for the five most recent 
graduation classes (2009-2013);

• $54 or more for the next five years 
(2004-2008); 

• $108 or more for those graduating 
10-15 years ago (1999-2003);

• $180 or more for those graduating 
more than 15 years ago (1998 and 
earlier).

The names of all graduates who 
met these criteria over the past 18 
months will be listed in appropriate 
school publications, including a 2014 

campaign mailing in January. Gifts 
or pledges made over the next two 
weeks also can be included. To donate, 
contact Mike Rosenberg, alumni 
relations director, by phone at (617) 
232-4452, ext. 405; or by mail, to 34 
Philbrick Road, Brookline, MA 02445. To 
contribute with a credit card, use the 
following link: www.maimonides.org/
content/sup-donate-now.

As the new program gains momentum, 
the school will develop unique oppor-
tunities and benefits afforded to 
contributors.

“Our alumni serve as powerful 
examples of the incredible value and 
lasting impact on the Jewish commu-
nity that a Maimonides education can 
have,” said Ernest Mandel ’96, alumni 
campaign chair. “We need their help to 
fulfill our mission to educate the next 
generation of Jewish youth.”

http://www.maimonides.org/content/sup-donate-now
http://www.maimonides.org/content/sup-donate-now

