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Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share infor-
mation on individual graduates’ ventures and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of preparing 
educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. Your ideas and accomplishments will help sustain and strengthen this key 
communications tool; please forward to alumni@maimonides.org.
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Alumnae Serve on Literal and Proverbial “Front Lines” to Strengthen Israel

 Visit Maimonides on Facebook   Follow our Twitter feed, KolRambam
 Subscribe to our YouTube channel, MaimoTube

With the Border Police
Svia Bension ’07 has a big edge in the 
life experience category as she applies 
for college acceptances next fall.

How can a business internship, a social-
action project, or exotic travel compare 
to five years on the front lines with the 
Israel Defense Forces’ Border Police?

“I’ve done the action. Now I want to 
do the theoretical,” said Svia, who is 
applying to schools in Boston and New 
York. 

Beginning in her early teens, Svia 
recounted, “I knew I wanted to do 
something other than study for 
another four years after high school. 
I’m a very active person.”

She even had a conversation with a 
recruiter for the Marine Corps before 
embarking after graduation on Marva, 
an eight-week program to experience 
the physical and emotional challenges 
of Israel, its problems and people, 
through the eyes of the army. After two 
months, Svia made aliyah.

She enlisted in the IDF and her initial 
assignment was field intelligence, 
including several months on the border 
with Egypt. “I wanted something more 
active, so I was transferred to the Border 
Police in November 2009.”

The program began with four months of 
“really intense training,” she said. “You 
don’t sleep at night.” Besides physical 
training and marksmanship, the course 

With Nefesh B’Nefesh
Shara (Zuckerman) Shetrit ’91 is 
uniquely qualified for her position as 
manager of social media for Nefesh 
B’Nefesh, the Jerusalem-based organi-
zation whose raison d’etre is revitalizing 
aliyah. After all, she has made aliyah 
twice.

After graduating from New York 
University as a communications major 
in 1995, Shara moved to Israel, working 
for eight years in high-technology 
accounting and marketing. She and 
Igal Shetrit were married in 2000, and 
three years later the couple and their 
daughter moved to the Riverdale 
section of the Bronx. The Shetrits, now 
a family of five, returned to Israel in 
2012. “We had long planned to come 
back, and when my daughter was 
going into fourth grade seemed like 
the best time,” Shara said.

Shara, who has a recruitment back-
ground, joined Nefesh B’Nefesh as a 
temp in the employment department. 
Soon she also began handling social 
media for the post-aliyah department. 
After a year, she emerged as overall 
social media manager, and now she 
and a part-time freelancer work to 
make sure Nefesh B’Nefesh effectively 
uses this rapidly-changing set of 
communication tools. 

“Coming back has given me a new 
perspective, and has benefited my job” 
she acknowledged.  “After all, I made 
aliyah twice, at different stages of my 
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Svia Bension ’07 (top), squad leader with the 
IDF Border Police, is featured in this photo 
published by The Guardian newspaper last 
summer. Svia visited her alma mater while on 
leave over Sukkot, and spoke to Maimonides 
School students, including (below) seventh-
graders Eden Kohane, left, and Miryam Farren-
Greenwood, about her experiences.
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included anti-terror tactics, hostage 
rescue, camouflage and concealment — 
“anything and everything.”

The mission of the Border Police is 
homeland security, Svia said. She 
worked undercover for two years, and 
recently served as leader of a 12-person 
squad. She acknowledged that “as a 
woman, and as with any new person, 
there is a period of time when you have 
to build up trust. Maybe for me it took a 
little longer, but they helped me along 
with their professionalism.”

Her unit is mostly involved with riot 
control in Jerusalem, including on the 
Temple Mount. “This activity began 
escalating before Operation Protective 
Edge last summer,” she noted.  “During 
this past war, we could definitely 
see a lot of neighborhoods that had 
been quiet erupting in violence,” she 
reported. “But there isn’t  much they 
can do that would surprise us.” 

“The number one value of the IDF is 
human life —it doesn’t matter what 
side,” she emphasized.

Svia shared anecdotes and answered 
questions during separate sessions with 
Maimonides sixth, seventh and eighth 

graders while home on leave just before 
Sukkot. One experience she described 
was rescuing an Arab being lynched for 
alleged collaboration.

She shrugs off the concept of a regular 
work week: “We’re a special unit. Our 
shift is never necessarily over,” she 
related. “No one replaces us in the field. 
We are always on call, and sometimes 
we don’t know the next day’s shift until 
after midnight.” Svia said she has very 
little personal time, and it’s usually 
interrupted by calls and messages. 

Svia said her ultimate career goal is to 
work at the White House as a Mideast 
specialist.

With Nefesh B’Nefesh

With the Border Police

life. And my mother made aliyah very 
recently.” 

“The whole department has been 
revamped, and I helped to build it 
from scratch,” she said. Facebook is her 
primary medium; Shara said there are 
about 20 Nefesh B’Nefesh Facebook 
groups comprising 37,000 members. 
She also has accounts with Twitter, 
Instagram and Pinterest.  

The approach with all of these media 
is similar: “Every day we post about an 
oleh.” Her spotlight on olim explores 
“their background, what they’re doing 
here, what motivated them, people 
who took their own dreams and made 
them happen. We try to give some 
idea of what can be possible here, the 
opportunities.”

Aliyah, she continued, is an opportunity 
to be “a big fish in a small pond. Olim 
have a lot to contribute. The country is 
still growing and it’s exciting.” 

Shara scours the Nefesh B’Nefesh sites 
looking for questions to answer and 
concerns to address. She manages the 
Facebook groups and monitors social 
media “to see if anyone is talking about 
making aliyah or seeking information… 
My job is to make sure that anything 
that comes in from social media gets 

to the right department.” Nefesh 
B’Nefesh flight arrivals are a huge 
opportunity for exposure. “When-
ever we have a flight, I post pic-
tures on that day, and people start 
tagging them with messages. There 
are always people who say, ‘Wow I 
wish that was me.’ Or, ‘I wish I could 
do that, but…’ I’ll answer them; it’s 
my job to make sure they don’t fall 
through the cracks.”

Shara and Igal reside in Modi’in. She 
spends about six hours in the office 
each day, then returns home, takes 
care of dinner and homework and 
getting the kids to bed, then spends 
another two to three hours on social 
media. “I try to get back to people 
within 24 hours.”

“It’s pretty exciting to be part of an 
organization that has such amazing 
results. I’m proud to show that aliyah 
is such a viable option,” she asserted. 
“We’re not marketing Nefesh b’Nefesh 
to olim. We’re marketing Israel as a 
choice to North American and British 
prospective olim,” Shara explained. “We 
are marketing Israel as an attractive 
option. We’re painting a picture that 
Israel is a more realistic option than 
previously thought. We are trying to 
give people a realistic view of what life 
in Israel is like — a place where they can 
‘live the dream.’ ”

“People are amazing,” she continued. 
“They come here at all stages of life. 
People come with no degrees, no back-
ground but a love for their country and 
religion. It’s amazing to see how they 
grow and blossom.”

 “Today I posted a collage of babies 
born to olim over the past year,” she 
said. “I provide a picture of life and how 
successful it can be. I focus on the good 
that olim are doing for the economy 
and the country.”

Shara encourages alumni and families 
interested in aliyah to contact her at 
sharazuck@hotmail.com.

Igal and Shara (Zuckerman) Shetrit ’91 and Adi, Raphael 
and Elisha.
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Tifara Ramelson ’11 has returned 
from the sixth annual International 
Joint Conference on Knowledge Dis-
covery, Knowledge Engineering and 
Knowledge Management (IC3K) in 
Rome with impressive recognition — 
and a special Maimonides experience.

“My paper received the Best Paper 
Award for the section of the confer-
ence in which I participated — knowl-
edge discovery and information 
retrieval,” she said.  “There were a wide 
range of topics and presentations in 
these areas, and the speakers came 
from all over the world, including many 
from Israel.”

Her 30-minute oral presentation was 
accepted last summer for presentation 
at the conference, culminating weeks 
of top-level research and study. 

It began when Tifara, a computer 
science major at Brandeis University 
now in her junior year, was accepted 

into a summer program called 
Distributed Research Experiences for 
Undergraduates. 

“The program targets undergraduate 
women studying science-related 
fields, and matches them with mentors 
in universities across the country,” 
she related. “I was matched with a 
professor at Columbia University 
whose research focuses on compu-
tational linguistics. My project used 
computational algorithms and com-
puter strategies to predict the changes 
of stock prices from the financial 
news releases of publically traded 
companies.” 

Tifara was granted an additional 
award to use toward presenting her 
summer work at a conference. “I spent 
the summer working closely with my 
mentor and a Ph.D. student. My work 
culminated with a comprehensive 
paper that my mentor directed to the 
conference in Rome.”

Her paper included a description of 
“one of the stages in my experiment 
that attempts to capture all company 
names within the news articles, in 
order to get as much information as 
possible for making a prediction.  The 
goal of my project was to increase the 
instances of company names detected, 
by expanding rules of a previous 
experiment, in order to improve the 
overall prediction accuracy score.”

The purpose of the IC3K is to bring 
together researchers, engineers and 
practitioners in the areas of knowledge 
discovery, knowledge engineering and 
knowledge management. Knowledge 
discovery is an interdisciplinary area 
that focuses on ways to identify new 
and useful patterns from data.

Tifara attended the conference from 
Oct. 21-24, then spent Shabbat in 
Rome with extended family — that is, 
Maimonides family.

“I was treated to the hospitality of 
the Amati family, whose daughters 
attended Maimonides and whose 
son is currently studying there,” she 
said.  “My connection with the Amatis 
was a direct result of the far-reaching 
Maimonides alumni network.”

She contacted the Amatis last summer 
and made arrangements to stay with 
them. “All I had to do was explain that I 
would be traveling to Rome, and I was 
immediately offered a place to stay. 
I had the chance to explore Jewish 
Rome and to experience the excite-
ment of ‘The Shabbat Project’ as cele-
brated in Rome’s Jewish community 
on Oct. 26.”

Tifara Ramelson ’11 presenting at IC3K 
conference

Graduate’s Research Leads to Recognition at International Conference

Ayla Palefski, daughter of Nahum ’96 and 
Molly Palefski, represents the Boston 
Celtics on the court of Brooklyn’s Barclays 
Center following the recent exhibition 
game between the Nets and Maccabi Tel-
Aviv. Ayla’s friend and Brooklyn counter-
part is Saskia Wiebke, whose father Chris is 
director, global marketing partnerships for 
the National Basketball Association.
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Yitzhak (Eric) Sokoloff ’72, a veteran 
of the Israel Defense Forces, told a 
recent 12th grade Israel advocacy class 
that “we want to have an army that 
represents the values of our people.”

After 2,000 years, the Jewish national 
home has been re-established, and 
“with power comes responsibility,” 
said Yitzhak, founder and president of 
Keshet Center for Educational Tourism 
in Israel.

“This has been part of the IDF’s 
DNA — only use force when neces-
sary,” he said. “Here’s what the Israeli 
army is about — you have to be a 
regular Jewish kid when the situation 
demands.”

A tour guide, educator and political 
analyst, Yitzhak lectures widely on 
issues of strategy and political culture 
in the Israeli-Palestinian Arab conflict 
and the contemporary challenges 
of Zionism. He has taught political 
science and Jewish philosophy at the 
Hebrew University, and developed 
seminars for Israeli victims of terror and 
soldiers who emerged from difficult 
combat conditions.

“Part of our reality today 
is when someone says 
Israelis are capable of 
using Palestinian kids for 
target practice — you 
and I know it’s inconceiv-
able,” he told the class. 
“But for us it creates a 
big challenge. So much 
energy and effort goes 
into teaching Israeli 
soldiers that we’re willing 
to risk our own lives” 
to avert civilian casual-
ties. “It’s a very serious 
commitment…As Jews, 
we don’t behave as if 
human life is irrelevant.”

There are practical as well 
as moral advantages to 
this commitment, Yitzhak 
explained. One can be 
called public relations. 
“We can win battles, but we can’t win 
the peace unless we have partners 
among the Arabs,” he said.

Yitzhak grew up in Sharon, and 
told the students his experiences at 
Maimonides provided much of the 
impetus for his Zionist passion. As a 

student at Columbia 
University, he was 
transformed after terror-
ists massacred Israeli 
Olympic athletes in 1972. 
“For the first time in 
my life, I saw Jews were 
killed simply because 
they were Jews.” 

After serving as a 
hospital volunteer 
during the Yom Kippur 
War and learning in 
Israeli yeshivot, Yitzhak 
finished his degree 
work and then made 
aliyah. He joined the IDF, 
serving in the Golani 

Brigade, including the Lebanon war 
in 1982, and later worked on security 
and strategic issues and the Ethiopian 
aliyah movement.

Some critics call Israel’s presence 
among Palestinians an “occupation,” 
and contend that the land was stolen, 
he told the class. However, if the shoe 
was on the other foot, any “occupa-
tion” of Israel by Palestinians wouldn’t 
last 60 years — or 60 minutes. “Our 
presence in the land of Israel would be 
over instantaneously,” he said. “Israelis 
and Palestinians understand that that’s 
the truth. The rest of the world does 
not.”

As a youngster, Mr. Sokoloff said, he 
fantasized about getting an urgent call 
to put on a Red Sox uniform and help 
win an important game. But it was the 
State of Israel that moved him to put 
on the uniform, with this message: “We 
are going to determine the future of 
the Jewish people here, and we need 
you to defend it and to make it a land 
of which our people can be proud.”

Yitzhak Sokoloff ‘72, left, and Cantor Alan Sokoloff ‘78 recon-
nect with their mathematics teacher, Michael Schockett, 
during the brothers’ recent visit to Saval Campus.

Class of ’72 Veteran Discusses Ethics of the IDF with Students

Nathan Gilson ‘08, second from left, a former student leader 
of TAMID Israel Investment Group, joins fellow Maimonides 
graduates Mirit Gendelman ’10 (Brandeis, left), Eitan Kahn 
’12 (Maryland) and Tess Niewood ’12 (Penn) at a recent 
conference in College Park, MD.  TAMID develops the profes-
sional skills of undergraduates through hands-on interaction 
with the Israeli economy. The conference hosted students 
from 28 campus chapters.
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Maimonides Alumni Here and There...
Dr. Matt Levitt ‘88, director of the 
Stein Program on Counterterrorism and 
Intelligence at the Washington Institute 
for Near East Policy, spoke at a symposium 
in Manhattan on Oct.29 entitled, “21st 
Century Homeland Security: Protecting 
Our World in the Digital Age.” Matt was 
in conversation with Prof. Dan Blumberg, 
vice president and dean for research and 
development at Ben-Gurion University of 
the Negev. The program was sponsored 
by The New York Jewish Week and American 
Associates, Ben-Gurion University.

Dr. Josh Hurwitz ‘90 was featured in a 
recent article in Redbook magazine’s new 
infertility blog about polycystic ovary 
syndrome (PCOS), a common endocrine 

system disorder. This story was published 
in September, PCOS Awareness Month.  
The article addresses what PCOS is, 
how it affects infertility, and says that 
management is the key. Josh offers 
patients realistic hope, and clarifies that 
PCOS patients need to manage their 
condition and improve their hormone 
levels. The interview can be accessed at 
www.redbookmag.com/kids-family/blogs/
mom-blog/pcos-infertility?click=main_sr 

Food from the Coolidge Corner kosher 
restaurant Rami’s is now available 
from a truck that traverses Boston and 
Cambridge.   According to the truck’s 
Facebook page, Jenna Short ’03 is the 
“amazing designer who did a magnificent 

job with our custom logo and design. 
We couldn’t have done this without your 
creative expertise and imagination.” The 
truck is owned and operated by two 
entrepreneurs who arranged with Rami’s 
owner Haim Cohen to license the truck 
under the Rami’s name. 

Barry Lowenkron ’69 has been named 
executive vice president and chief 
operating officer of the German Marshall 
Fund of the United States (GMF) in 
Washington, DC. Barry most recently was 
vice president of international programs 
for the MacArthur Foundation. His resume 
also includes assistant secretary of state 
for democracy, human rights, and labor.

More than 500 members 

of the Maimonides School 

family participated in 

the second annual Yom 

Chesed on Nov. 2, dedi-

cating their morning to 

projects and programs in 

support of more than a 

dozen community agen-

cies. Among the many 

graduates taking part 

were, clockwise,from 

top, left: Dr. Rebecca 

(Kolodny) Schwartz ‘82 

and Michael ‘19; Miriam 

(Stramer) ‘99 and Jona-

than Marcus ‘99; Shifra 

(Baranofsky) ‘06 and Ellie 

Gerber ‘05; and Dr. Anna 

(Levin) Serels ‘99 with 

Haeli ‘24 and Evan.


