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Graduates in Israel Report Encounters with Flames, Devastation

Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share infor-
mation on individual graduates’ ventures and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of preparing 
educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. Your ideas and accomplishments will help sustain and strengthen this key com-
munications tool; please forward to alumni@maimonides.org.

 Visit Maimonides on Facebook   Follow our Twitter feed, KolRambam
 Subscribe to our YouTube channel, MaimoTube

Donny Abramowitz ‘67 and his 
household were among the first 
three families in the yishuv of 
Neve Tzuf. That was 39 years ago.

Last week Donny, a veteran 
Israeli tour guide, was leading a 
group of about 25 families from 
the community on a trip to the 
Tiveria region, celebrating the 
anniversary of the founding. But 
on Shabbat, they learned that 
wildfires threatened to destroy 
the town, which is also known 
as Chalamish. “We had no idea 
whether our houses were still 
standing,” he said.

Donny said he “was one of the 
lucky ones”; his house sustained 
no damage. But two homes 
down the street, there was “total 
destruction — like a war zone,” 
he testified. “Baruch Hashem — 
we took in a family, parents and 
five children.”

Fires ripped through much of 
the country for several days 
during the fourth week of 
November. Chalamish, a few 
kilometers northeast of Modi’in 
Illit, was an epicenter of damage 
— 18 houses destroyed and 25 
damaged but reparable. “We live 
literally in the middle of a forest,” 
Donny said, and that natural 
environment has suffered 
greatly as well.

Another Maimonides alumnus 
in Neve Tzuf, Nissan (Neil) 
Goldberg ’79, recounted, “We 
were evacuated Friday night 
with just the clothes on our 

backs. We are in an area that was 
not affected due to the winds.”

To the north, some Haifa neigh-
borhoods were damaged by 
flames, and thousands of resi-
dents were urged by authorities 
to flee. “We were evacuated on 
Thursday, but returned to Haifa 
for Shabbat,” recounted Jerry 
Rosenkranz ‘64, who has lived 
in Haifa for nearly 40 years.

“Our street suffered a number of 
damaged homes and burned-
out cars,” said Jerry, who lives in 
a residential area between the 
Mount Carmel National Park and 
the city center. “Families were 
left with only the clothes they 
were wearing when evacuated.”

“Trees and other vegetation 
turned into ashes,” he continued. 
“The intense smell of smoke in 
our apartment — which luckily 
was not damaged — is starting 
to subside.”

Back in Neve Tzuf, the fires 
were “a real tragedy,” Donny 
stated. “Couples in their 60s 
and 80s now have to start over 
from scratch. I don’t know if 
they have the strength to do 
it.” Donny has helped operate 
a community gemach since he 
came to Neve Tzuf, and he said 
the response to the need has 
been gratifying. “People are 
coming with supplies from all 
over the country. The generosity 
is amazing,” he said. 

Jerry Rosenkranz ’64 took this photo of “flames approaching 
our home” in Haifa.

After the fire subsided, Jerry Rosenkranz ‘64 photographed 
“a once beautiful wadi, now void of life.”

mailto:alumni@maimonides.org
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Brookline-MA/Maimonides-School/214014070830
http://twitter.com/KolRambam
http://www.youtube.com/user/MaimoTube
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Alumnus Experiences Jewish Growth, Diversity in Southern California

When Rabbi Avner Shapiro ’88 moved 
to Los Angeles 14 years ago, he joined 
a core of around 10 Maimonides School 
graduates in that region — including 
classmate Dr. Alex Fax ’88, Penina 
(Tuchman) Bouskila ’87, Gary Linder 
’72 and Avivya (Simon) Stohl ’70. Today 
there are at least 32 alumni in southern 
California, with another 16 residing in 
and around the Bay Area.

“There has definitely been growth 
in population and diversity in the LA 
Jewish community,” Avner observed. “In 
the area where I live, when I first moved 
here, there were a lot of restaurants, and 
a few shuls. Over the years, there has 
been a big increase in the number of 
shuls. In a three-block area between my 
home and the shul I daven at, there are 
currently eight different shuls!”

“This points not just to a growth in 
population, but to an impressive 
sense of diversity. However, even 
more impressive is the unity within 
that diversity,” he continued. “It is not 
uncommon for a person to be a member 
of more than one shul, and often, 
they belong to two shuls that are very 
different from each other in style or 
ideology.”

From time to time different communities 
come together, he pointed out. “For 
example, on Shiva Asar B’Tamuz there is a 
communal mincha gathering of an array 
of diverse shuls. The various community 
leaders are ready to reach out and relate 
to any individual, regardless of their 
particular affiliation. In this sense of a 
diverse yet unified community, LA is 
really a model for other cities.”  

Avner moved to southern California 
after receiving semichah in Israel and 
working in informal education and 
guidance at Yeshivat Sha’alvim there. 
Today he teaches middle school limudei 
kodesh at Harkham Hillel Academy, an 
early childhood through grade 8 school 
in Beverly Hills. He is also involved with 
alumni outreach.

“Together with a passion for teaching 
various Torah subjects, I consider it 

a priority to forge relationships with 
students, and be concerned for their 
overall development and well-being 
as human beings and religious individ-
uals,” Avner said. “I have always felt 
strongly that a teacher’s concern and 
involvement with a student should not 
end when they finish their academic 
year, but is a kesher that goes beyond the 
years that they were in the class.”

Harkham Hillel’s mission, he said, 
is “to infuse their graduates with a 
commitment to our Mesorah, and 
with the tools to live and thrive in the 
outside world. The school has given me 
a chance to be involved with innovative 
approaches in teaching, and with 
cutting-edge technology.” 

“My role as a rebbe involves so much 
beyond the classroom, such as having 
students over for Shabbat, organizing 
social and learning events for young 
alumni, and other activities which 
are part of a vibrant and dedicated 
institution,” he said. “Often, I feel that 
having been a student myself in a 
school such as Maimonides has been 
an experience that has helped me 
understand the challenges and struggles 
of my students.” 

Harkham Hillel, Avner noted, “prides 
itself on being child-centered, where 
there is a concern for the well-being 
of not only the mind of the student, 
but also the heart. The education I 
received in Maimonides, together with 
the influence of my parents and Rabbi 
(Yitzhak) Twersky, zt”l, has made the 
school I work in a great fit. My class in 
Maimonides was a class with a lot of 
menschlikhkeit, and my years with my 
classmates helped make me realize how 
school can be a positive experience, and 
how much one can accomplish with 
students.” 

Avner and his wife Bracha have four 
children. Their oldest daughter, a 
software engineer for a high-tech firm in 
Manhattan, is scheduled to be married 
on Dec. 8. Their other daughter is in the 
“family business” of teaching and plans 
to pursue a degree in counseling. 

“My 17-year-old son is adopting his 
grandfather’s (former principal Rabbi 
David Shapiro’s) path in his developing 
passion for Torah study, and regularly 
learns with his grandfather over the 
phone. My 11-year-old son, on the 
other hand, has not adopted his father’s 
path — he is a big Dodgers fan,” Avner 
laughed.

Avner Shapiro ’88 works with a student.
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A Graduate’s Soccer Odyssey: from Video Game to College Coach

Joey Blechner ’09 became interested 
in soccer around 10th grade — from 
playing a video game. Almost 10 years 
later, after high school and collegiate 
success in soccer, he has turned to 
coaching “because I had always loved to 
teach kids about the sport.”

Joey just completed his second season 
at the helm of the fledgling soccer 
program at Touro College’s Lander 
College for Men in Manhattan. “It took 
a while to get equipment and to get 
players to commit,” he reflected. “I had 
to convince the hierarchy that we have 
a good program. But we are growing 
fast and people are noticing. I hope to 
have at least a traveling club team by the 
spring of 2018.” 

“I have players at all skill levels. I have 
had a few players that on day one 
couldn’t dribble a ball 10 feet or properly 
kick a ball,” he continued. “One idea 
that I stress is that no matter who you 
are, you always have to start with the 
basics, which is why I start each season 
by re-teaching fundamentals. Yes, some 
players progress better than others, but 
when everyone starts on the same level, 

team confidence rises since everyone 
helps each other out.” 

That video game “got me into watching 
the sport and eventually I started 
following Manchester United, the team 
that had the most games broadcasted in 
the U.S.,” Joey recalled. “My first soccer 
idol was Edwin Van Der Sar, goalkeeper 
for Manchester United. He and I have 
similar body types, tall and lanky, so I 
could relate to how he played.” He said 
his field skills started to develop while 
playing informally with friends. 

Joey’s first mentor was former 
Maimonides Coach Pedro Odon. “He 
showed me the proper technique.” 
Things didn’t start so well, however. “The 
summer before junior year, I trained 
almost every day. Tryouts came and 
went, and I didn’t make the team. I was 
really disappointed but I was determined 
to get better. “

“The first day of training, I showed up 
and asked Coach Odon if I could be a 
practice squad player, and he agreed. 
The day before the first game, he told 
me that I was on the team — and I was 
starting, though on defense.” As a senior, 
moving up after the starting goalie was 
hurt, Joey recorded three shutouts.

“That summer and into my year in Israel, 
all I focused on was playing goalie,” he 
recounted. “I was playing in summer 
leagues and against locals from near my 
yeshiva just so I could better my game. 
Towards the end of my year in Israel, the 
head coach of YU’s soccer team called 
me up and recruited me to play goalie 
for YU. I was so happy that I was getting 
a chance to play college soccer.”

For most of four varsity seasons, Joey 
was the starting goalkeeper for the YU 
Macs. “I worked tirelessly in the gym and 
in the classroom studying goalkeepers 
and players from around the world,” he 
said. “I finished my junior season as the 
statistical leader for saves per game in 
our conference and was ranked 12th in 
the country for NCAA Division 3 in that 
same category. That was truly my most 
amazing accomplishment.”

“My YU coach, Shua Pransky, took 
me under his wing and showed me 
the essentials of coaching,” Joey said. 
“Being a goalkeeper, I had to know each 
position on the field and how it worked. 
This helped with understanding how to 
set up trainings. So far it has worked out 
really well.” 

“What I learned from my coach, which I 
pass on to my players, is that playing on 
a team and playing a sport do so much 
for you in the real world,” he testified. 
“Sports help motivate you, build self-
confidence and maintain a healthy 
physical and mental body.”

Joey said actual coaching takes about 
four hours a week, “but I spend about 60 
minutes every night going over practice 
drills and sending videos and notes to 
my players. I encourage them to watch 
as many professional games as they can.”

Joey is an associate community 
manager for WeWork in New York. The 
company purchases real estate space 
and transforms it into smaller offices and 
common areas. “Playing on a team helps 
your professional mindset. It prepares 
you for working with others and 

Joey Blechner ’09.

Joey Blechner ’09, Maimonides School and 
Yeshiva University goalkeeper and now coach 
of the new men’s soccer program at Lander  
College in New York, discovered a few years ago 
that he shared his uniform number, 19, with his 
grandfather, Sidney Blechner, z”l (above, right). 
“I did some research on my grandfather’s soccer 
career in Germany. I knew he played before 
the war, and I found out that he played for 
the youth squad of the professional team, Bar 
Kochba Munich,” Joey reported. “When I took 
the field, he was an inspiration.”                                           continued on page 4 
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(Editor’s note: This is one of a series of 
articles profiling some of the first 80 
graduates of Maimonides School, as we 
approach the 80th anniversary of the 
school’s founding in October 1937.)

Carolyn (Labins) Goodman attended 
Maimonides School for eight years, 
culminating with her graduation in 1957 
— the fifth graduating class, 20 years 
after the school began. During those 
years, Carolyn said, it was not unusual to 
see the school’s revered founder, Rabbi 
Dr. Joseph B. Soloveitchik, zt”l, visiting 
classrooms or passing in the hallways. 
“He did have a visible presence,” she 
recalled. 

The Rav was rosh yeshiva at Rabbi 
Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary at 
Yeshiva University, so “I think most of 
the time we saw him was on a Friday, 
when he came home for Shabbos,” she 
continued. “And when we saw him, boy, 
did we sit up straight! We were very 
aware — but we probably didn’t realize 
how fabulous he was.”

Carolyn attended another Jewish school 
in Dorchester, called Rashi, before 
entering Maimonides in Grade 5. “We 
were a small class — there were 17 of us 
until seventh grade, when a lot of kids 
went to public school after bar mitzvah. 
We graduated with a class of nine.” 

She has many remembrances — the 
schoolhouses on Otisfield Street and 
Columbia Road, school plays, the 
teaching of Rabbi Isaac Simon and Rabbi 
Isaiah Wohlgemuth, “small classes but 
warm friendships.” She noted, “I am an 
avid reader, and this goes back to English 
classes with Mr. (Ralph) Tucker.” 

Jewish inner-city Boston was “a different 
world,” Carolyn recounted. “There’s 
nothing like it today. Everybody knew 
everybody else. The stores all closed on 
yom tovim. It was beautiful.”

Carolyn earned her bachelor’s degree at 
the former Boston State College in 1961, 
received a degree in Jewish education 
from Hebrew College the following year, 
and later undertook graduate studies at 

Framingham State. ”I have taken many 
Judaic and Hebrew classes over the 
years. My biggest interest is Chumash 
and Midrash,” she said.

Initially Carolyn taught junior high 
English in South Boston until her first 
child was born. Soon she resumed her 
educational career in the Jewish world.

“I taught afternoon religious school 
when my children were young, and 
then after graduate school became an 
educational director in several places 
in the Greater Boston and Metrowest 
areas,” Carolyn said. She continued for 
some 50 years, retiring six years ago 
“from working 60 hours a week. But I still 
have my finger in a few things.” 

As a volunteer she tutors women in 
Hebrew literacy and “how to navigate 
the siddur.” Over the years Carolyn has 
prepared many students for bar or bat 
mitzvah, including candidates with 
special learning needs. 

Carolyn has studied at the Shalom 
Hartman Institute and the Fuchsberg 
Center for Conservative Judaism in 
Jerusalem. She is an active life member 
of Hadassah, serves as a guide at the 
Mayyim Hayyim community mikveh, 
and is co-chair of the Adopt-A-Family 
committee at Temple Israel in Natick. 

“We provide financial and emotional 
support to ‘adopted’ victims of terror,” 
she explained. “I am still in contact with 
a family who no longer needs financial 
assistance. I visit them on my trips to 
Israel, share in their simchas, and stay 
connected by phone and email.”

Carolyn and her husband Stephen have 
three children and five grandchildren.

Early Graduate Reflects on Her Career in Jewish Education

Grad’s Soccer Odyssey
continued from page 3

Carolyn (Labins) Goodman ‘57 in the 1957 class yearbook and today

problem-solving by literally thinking on 
your feet. In a soccer game, everything can 
go wrong in a split second,” he said. 

“It is hard doing this with a full-time job,” 
he added. “Eventually, if and when the 
program becomes a travel team, I will 
have to work out my job schedule to 
accommodate more practices and games.”

Joey said he also has learned that “as a 
coach, you have to balance maintaining a 
team and maintaining players. Maintaining 
a team requires working on chemistry, ball 
movement, set plays. Maintaining a player 
means not only working on the player’s 
skills but also working on confidence and 
self-determination. By having confidence 
in yourself and trust in your team, you can 
quickly turn your mistakes into success.”
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Lenny Eisenberg ’68, whose career as Maimonides School’s offi-
cial photographer spanned some three decades, will discuss his 
new book, Photographing Jimi Hendrix, at a presentation Thursday, 
Dec. 8 from 4-6 p.m. at B&H Photo SuperStore, 420 9th Ave., New 
York (second floor event space). The 120-page oversize book 
features Lenny’s photographs of Hendrix performances in 1968 
and 1969, including the Boston Garden and Woodstock. For the 
past several years 
Lenny has worked 
in sales for B&H, 
which announced 
his presentation by 
noting that “Eisen-
berg’s photographic 
vision was shaped 
by major cultural 
events of his early 
years.” There is text 
at the opening of 
each chapter, along 
with set lists for 
each show. Copies 
of the book will be 
available for sale and 
Lenny will be signing. 

The latest rendition of the Maimonides Invitational Basketball 
Tournament is scheduled for Thursday-Sunday, Dec. 15-18, at the 
school and in two satellite gymnasiums. Once again Ahron ’76 
and Sheera (Kessler) Solomont ’76 are co-chairs of the tourna-
ment, which features visiting teams from the Kansas City, Wash-
ington and New York areas. Other graduates who are members 
of the tournament organizing committee are Claudine (Cohen) 
Grossman ’91, housing chair; Sharon (Hecht) Kramer ’85; and 
Rabbi Dov Huff ’00, Middle and Upper School Judaic Studies 
principal. A range of other alumni is involved with the tourna-

ment, including Avi Klausner ’08, assistant Maimonides coach; 
Dr. Joshua Levisohn ’85, headmaster, accompanying the teams 
from Melvin Berman Hebrew Academy; Rabbi Dani Rockoff ’95, 
dean of the Matmidim program, accompanying the Hyman Brand 
Hebrew Academy teams; and Joey Blechner ’09, Shari (Morgan) 
’88 and David Katz ’88. Alumni hosting visiting student-athletes 
and coaches are Mark Blechner ’67 and family, Zev Blechner ’76 
and family, Rosa (Holcer) ’67 and Mark Drapkin, and Naty Katz 
’73 and family, as well as the Solomonts. The co-chair said he is 
recruiting past volunteers to help with game operations, including 
Brad Baskir ’10, Robert Naggar ’13, Michael Kosowsky ’09 
and Josh Yarmush ’09. Details on the tournament, as well as live 
streaming of games, are available at www.maimohoops.org.

The Yeshiva University women’s basketball season has barely 
started, but Michal Alge ’14 is already in midseason form. 
After three games, Michal leads the Lady Macs in scoring and 
rebounding, averaging 20.7 and 15 respectively. Against York 
College last week she scored 24, including 14 of 18 from the line, 
and amassed 22 rebounds, 11 of them on the offensive boards. 
Michal was named to the Skyline Conference weekly honor roll.

Malkah (Marilyn Oppenheim) Livneh ’72 of Chashmonaim has 
introduced a blog entitled “Let’s Find That Book: An Anglo-Israeli 
Librarian’s Guide to Israeli Children’s Books.”  “I write about Israeli 
children’s books written in Hebrew,” she said. “I want to help new 
olim, veteran olim and grandparents in Israel or abroad find the 
book or books that will encourage their child to get hooked on 
reading in Hebrew.” The address is letsfindthatbook.blogspot.
com. On her blog Malka describes hersef as “an Anglo mother of 
three Israeli-born children whose native language is Hebrish. I’m 
an Anglo/Israeli public and school librarian. In between, I have also 
worked with olim and was the Nefesh b’Nefesh representative for 
the Modi’in area.”

Maimonides Alumni Here and There…

Lenny Eisenberg’s new book

Graduates of the Class of 
1996 gather in Saval Audito-
rium for a 20-year reunion 
photograph: (front, from 
left) Leah (Lamport) Garland, 
Anne (Lopkin) Aliphas, Sarah 
(Milner) Gampel, Marleen 
Litt, Nathaniel Segal and Zion 
Orent; (rear, from left) Jona-
than Brickman, Rabbi Jeff 
Weiss, Dr. Avner Aliphas, Steve 
Shimshak, Elisha Blechner, 
Nahum Palefski, Raphi Savitz 
and Gabe Kahn.

http://www.maimohoops.org
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It appears that the annual alumni Thanksgiving morning Turkey Bowl pickup foot-
ball game at Cleveland Circle is beginning a generational transition. This year’s 
participants included (front, from left) Gabriel Aliphas, Noah Aliphas, Ari Blechner, 
Jonah Blechner and Charlie Palefski; rear, from left, area periodontist Dr. Avi 
Shainhouse, Dr. Avner Aliphas ‘96, Yair Sturm (husband of Jamie Chiel Sturm ’04), 
Elisha Blechner ’96, Raphi Savitz ’96, David Osband ’02, Nahum Palefski ’96, Noam 
Osband ’98 and Zion Orent ’96.

Joel Chefitz ’68 and Eli Kazhdan ’86 relax after completing 
the annual Wheels of Love ride to benefit  Alyn Hospital 
in Jerusalem. Other alumni who participated included Dr. 
Michael Wiener ’84 and Michelle Wiener ’09.

The annual Maimonides Metro New York alumni event on Nov. 16 attracted graduates from six decades to the Upper West Side: (from left) Head of School 
Naty Katz ‘73 greets Yael (Refah) and Ephie Mandel, both 2008 graduates; Eitan Kimelman greets 2000 classmate Avi Pultman, right. (Photos by Leonard J. 
Eisenberg ’68)


