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Five 2014 Maimonides Graduates on Active Duty with the IDF

Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share infor-
mation on individual graduates’ ventures and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of preparing 
educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. Your ideas and accomplishments will help sustain and strengthen this key com-
munications tool; please forward to alumni@maimonides.org.

 Visit Maimonides on Facebook   Follow our Twitter feed, KolRambam
 Subscribe to our YouTube channel, MaimoTube

Five Maimonides School graduates from 
the Class of 2014 are on active duty with 
the Israel Defense Forces.

“Everybody decided by themselves,” 
said Ariel Warren. “I didn’t know who 
else was in Israel until after I drafted 
(enlisted).” Ariel is no stranger to the 
landscape of Israel. He lived there with his 
family when he was in tenth grade, and 
his grandparents spend part of the year in 
a retirement community near Jerusalem. 

Ariel said he joined because “I wanted 
to actually make an impact.” During his 
gap year at Mechnat Ye’ud, “I was set to 
go to Rutgers. But then I decided around 
Pesach time that I was going to enlist 
in the IDF through Garin Tsabar,” an IDF 
program that accommodates new lone 
soldiers. Ariel, who is an Eagle Scout, is 
training as a tank operator. Infantry was 
out because of his glasses, Ariel said; the 
assignment is “based on your physical 
profile.” Tanks are also considered one of 
the combat arms.

“In general, I’m happy with it,” Ariel said 
of his decision. He pointed out that the 
IDF experience “really helps religious and 
non-religious Israelis learn to depend on 
each other.” When off duty he lives with 
others in his garin class at Yeshivat Maaleh 
Gilboa.

As a student at Yeshivat Birkat Moshe in 
Ma’aleh Adumim, Doron Cheses has an 
18-month military commitment through 
the Hesder system — yeshivot that require 
a military component. He enlisted in 
March, and after four months of basic 
training and three months of advanced 

training, was accepted into an 
infantry commander’s course 
(where he joined classmate 
David Solooki). “Once I finish 
the course in March, I will 
become a squad commander 
responsible for about 10 
soldiers,” said Doron. 

He noted that he originally 
intended to go to Yeshiva 
University and then make 
aliyah. “I’m really enjoying the 
army, and am very happy that 
I drafted,” Doron said. “I have 
learned navigation skills and 
how to shoot a rifle. I have 
spent a lot of time in the field, 
gotten into shape, and most 
importantly learned to work 
well as a team. In commander’s 
training I will learn leadership 
skills, learn in depth about 
many weapons, and exercise a 
lot.”

“Very quickly in yeshiva I under-
stood that you didn’t need to be a big 
macho army guy in order to accomplish 
impressive achievements in the army,” 
he continued. “Every regular yeshiva 
bachur with a strong will and a desire 
to serve and protect his country can be 
very successful in the army. I very much 
wanted to live in Israel and to be fully 
integrated into the society, and I felt that 
being a combat soldier was a great way to 
integrate into the Israeli culture.”

“The army is definitely more mentally 
challenging than it is physically chal-

lenging, as we like to say ‘haKol baRosh’ 
(the real challenge is in your head).”

Ben Almekies is in advanced infantry 
training, serving in the Givati unit. He 
has learned to handle the shoulder-fired 
anti-armor missile known as Matador. 
“It was created by Israel, and it is meant 
for blowing holes in buildings without 
harming those inside,” he explained. 

Ben began his active service last April in 
Machal, the platform for volunteers from 
the Diaspora, because “I wanted to do 
something for Israel, and I also wanted 
to see Israel in a more realistic way.” He 

Doron Cheses ‘14 with Adi Levitz at a recent IDF tekes (cere-
mony) in Beit She’an. Adi is a former  Bnei Akiva shlichah at 
Maimonides. Her parents are one of Doron’s host families 
while he’s a lone soldier.
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Alumna’s Research Aims to Help U.K. Avoid Fracking Liabilities
The technology known as hydraulic 
fracturing, or fracking, has propelled 
the United States toward energy 
independence. But for many Americans, 
the environmental consequences are 
a cause for concern. Miriam Aczel ’08, 
a doctoral student at Imperial College 
in London, is undertaking research to 
help the United Kingdom learn from 
experiences in the United States.

“I am working in the Centre for 
Environmental Policy so my project 
really is about using good science to 
make strong policy recommendations,” 
Miriam explained. “The U.K. is likely going 
to start using techniques of hydraulic 
fracturing to extract natural gas. I am 
looking at the experience of the U.S. and 
trying to use that experience to identify 
strategies to make sure that if fracking 
is done in the U.K., risks to public and 
environmental health are minimized.”

Miriam, who earned an undergraduate 
degree at McGill and her master’s at 
Imperial, said “since Maimonides, I’ve 
been looking for ways to bring together 
my multiple passions: the compelling 
need for tikkun olam; languages and 
cultures; understanding how the 
world works; and the need to express 
complicated science concepts to those 
in charge of policy. I have found a way to 
bring all these passions together in my 
research subject.”

She expects her efforts to take more than 
three years, addressing issues ranging 
from comparing systems of laws and 
regulations to managing environmental 
and health protection. “What’s exciting to 
me is that my work is at the intersection 
of public policy and science: How do 
we ensure that the science is as good as 
possible and that policy is as effective as 
possible?” she said.

“I have wonderful support from the 
Centre, which is a close-knit community 
and very multidisciplinary, comprised 
of climate and energy scientists, 
barristers and lawyers, policy experts, 
and environmental and health experts,” 
Miriam continued. She added that she 
also has “great support through various 

places I’ve worked,” including geologists 
in the London Natural History Museum’s 
CT Core Research Lab and a London law 
firm.  

Miriam acknowledged that “there’s 
so much research and data on the 
environment and fracking, but it often 

seems to get lost in translation to policy. 
One of the issues that I’m particularly 
passionate about is the role of ‘citizen 
science,’ where members of a community 
can volunteer to participate in a range of 
activities, like taking pictures of streams 
and water sources, and recording water 
and air quality through the use of pocket 
measuring devices that can be linked to 
smartphones.”

“Some of the biggest policy issues 
we’ve seen with fracking in the U.S. 
have been the lack of baseline data on 
water and air quality, and the lack of 
public engagement and participation 
in decision making, so implementing 
citizen science programs could help with 
tackling these problems.”

Every country has unique issues, Miriam 
commented. “The technology of 
hydraulic fracturing is banned in France, 
but there’s a massive loophole if they 
develop a way to break the rocks without 
using water. In the U.K., property laws 

are problematic for landowners — new 
laws mean there is no requirement to 
ask owners’ permission to drill when at 
least 500 meters under their land.  In the 
U.S., while landowners can choose not to 
lease their land resources, there’s a big 
issue with lack of transparency.” 

Miriam is spending several weeks as a 
visiting researcher at the Environmental 
Law Institute in Washington, DC. 
“Lawyers here work on a range of issues, 
from environmental compliance and 
pollution, to air quality, citizen science, 
and fracking and property laws,” she said.

“Part of the problem is that after water 
or land is contaminated, gas firms can 
pay settlements to landowners but they 
have to sign non-disclosure agreements,” 
she explained. “Also, the chemicals 
used in drilling are ‘proprietary blends’ 
so companies can consider them trade 
secrets, which leaves doctors and vets 
in a situation where they’re trying to 
treat symptoms resulting from a mystery 
cocktail of chemicals. Another key issue 
in the U.S. is the patchwork of local, state, 
and federal regulations, and a lack of 
enforcement ‘teeth’ at all of these levels.”

“Political instability and changes in 
government only make environmental 
regulations harder to enforce,” she 
added. “When I finished my master’s, my 
conclusion was that fracking in the U.K. 
would likely be better regulated because 
of the country’s position within the 
European Union and its strong regulatory 
framework. But by the time I started my 
Ph.D, they had Brexited.”

Eventually, “My interest in translating 
science into policy makes me want 
to work on policy in an international 
setting,” Miriam said. “As the 
environment is a field that doesn’t 
respect borders, there’s a great need to 
improve frameworks for collaboration. 
I’m also interested in environmental 
quality as a common need and a vector 
for political action and peacebuilding, 
and would like to work on using 
language and communication as a 
tool for encouraging and promoting 
collaborative environmental protection.”

Miriam Aczel ‘08
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(Editor’s note: This is one of a series of arti-
cles profiling some of the first 80 graduates 
of Maimonides School, as we approach the 
80th anniversary of the school’s founding in 
October 1937.)

During its first decade, several siblings 
and cousins helped populate the high 
school at Maimonides. The surnames 
were familiar — Bramson, Greenwald, 
Lesser, Sadwin. Three siblings in the 
Stern family graduated in 1956, 1957 
and 1958, each culminating 12 years 
at what was known as Maimonides 
Educational Institute.

“It was very brave of my parents to 
send me to Maimonides Educational 
Institute in 1944 — and a great 
sacrifice,” said Yaffa (Janice) Stern 
Lauer ’56. “I had gone to public 
school for a year and was miserable 
because I had nothing in common 
with all the other kids, and espe-
cially with the non-Jewish teachers.”

“I was the ‘Yiddle in the middle’ 
of the Stern family,” said Naftali 
(Herbert) Stern ’57, quoting an 
Irving Berlin lyric. “I was the last 
of the Stern gang to graduate 
Maimonides Educational Institute,” 
laughed Eleanore Stern Weiner ’58. 
“My parents worked for the Boston 
kehilla, chevra kadisha, mikvah, shul, 
yeshiva and bikur cholim. They touched 
the lives of so many who didn’t even 
realize it.”

The Sterns’ memories are wide-ranging, 
colorful, poignant and valuable. “I 
remember my sister, my brother and I 
hovering over the radio on snow days 
as much to hear if school was closed 
as to hear them mangle the name 
‘Maimonides,’” said Eleanore. She was 
among four girls and three boys to grad-
uate in 1958.

“Most of the students spent seven days a 
week together,” she explained. “Almost 
all of the frum kids also belonged to 

Hashomer Hadati/Bnei Akiva, so we 
davened together and had our tochniot 
together.” “Since the school was in an old 
mansion, it was on a city block of land at 
98 Washington Street in Dorchester. On 
Lag B’Omer we all played games there 
against the teachers in the huge yard. 
What fun it was to see them running and 
playing ball,” Yaffa said.

“My childhood revolved around Bnei 
Akiva and Maimonides, and whenever I 
was not involved with one or another I 
was into sports,” Naftali related. “I have 
to thank Isaac Oberndorfer of the first 
graduating class of 1953 for introducing 
me to basketball. I have never stopped 
playing, and to this day play once or twice 
a week with people who could be my 
children and grandchildren.”

The mansion “had definitely seen better 
days,” Eleanore remembered. “We used to 
sit at our desks like ‘angels,’ but moving 
our feet, so the floor would shake the side 
that the teacher was on. As soon as the 
teacher moved, the other side of the class 
did its part.”

One second-floor classroom was adja-
cent to a stairway, and students made 
an “emergency exit behind the map Mr. 
(K.G.) Ajemian had put up. I don’t think he 
ever figured out why so many members 
of the class ‘disappeared.’ He was an older 
gent who, in fact, had been an interpreter 
for General Pershing in the First World 
War.”

“One April Fool’s Day,” Eleanore 
laughed, “we switched the furni-
ture in Mrs. (Berta) Wohlgemuth’s 
Kindergarten with the furniture 
of the eighth grade. Mrs. (Sophie) 
Baehr, the eighth grade teacher, 
didn’t appreciate it too much. But 
we were a chevra, b’yachad.” Elea-
nore also remembers moves to 
different buildings as the school 
grew — “Washington Street, Elm 
Hill Avenue and Otisfield Street.”

“While teaching us our aleph-bais, 
Rabbi (M.J.) Cohn made chalk 
‘disappear’ from our first grade 
classroom. He sent one of the 
students outside to the porch who 
always found it,” Yaffa recalled. 
“Mrs. (Sarah) Marcus, our second 
grade teacher, always spoke about 
Spanish onions and their relevance 
to the current topic.”

“I remember one incident when Rabbi 
Cohn, who liked to pull shtick, told one 
boy in our class in the fifth grade that 
he would throw a ball out the window 
on Otisfield Street, and if the boy would 
bring the ball back he would get a prize,” 
Naftali recollected. “He threw the ball out 
the window and sent the boy after it. He 
then told me to run down the back stairs 
and bring the ball back. When the boy 
couldn’t find the ball he showed him the 
ball from the window and asked, ‘Is this 
the one you are looking for?’”  

“Not being a ‘Miss Goody Two-Shoes,’ I 
was sometimes sent out of class to go 

Three Siblings Recall Student Years at Maimonides Educational Institute

The Class of 1956 (front, left): Yaffa Stern, Edith 
Bramson and Elona Meiselman;  (top) Yitzhak Rubin, 
Moshe Possick and Henoch Millen.

                                          continued on page 4
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to the office,” Yaffa admitted, adding, “I 
didn’t mind much because I could then 
run the mimeograph machine and do 
other errands.” Her sister also “found it 
hard to fit that role. I grew up as a tomboy, 
and since there were few girls in most of 
my classes of course I had to follow the 
majority. Mrs. Pollen in the office got a lot 
of help from me. It too was an education, 
as I ended up doing office work.” 

“I wasn’t all bad,” Eleanore continued. “I 
remember being a ‘big sister’ to quite 
a few girls. I always knew where the 
davening was and found the places in 
the siddur for them.” Yaffa also recalled 
“our bus driver, Benny, who always had a 
smelly cigar in his mouth and somehow 
made that old bus run.”

Yaffa remembered that “for the corona-
tion of Queen Elizabeth (in 1953), the 
entire high school went over to watch in 
the home of Dr. and Mrs. Meiselman, who 
had a television set. The Rav thought that 
it was important to witness ‘malchus.’“ 
 
“In high school Chanukah meant a party 
at a teacher’s house with latkes and other 

food. We pitched in to help with the 
freshly-made latkes for the starving teen-
agers,” Yaffa said. 

“In the sixth grade we learned about life 
and death,” Eleanore related. “One of our 
classmates, Myron Granoff, z”l, died in his 
sleep. I think that was the first time any 
of us faced death. Our teachers helped 
us cope. I have been able, I hope, to have 
given chizuk to people on the petira of a 
young person by paraphrasing a hesped 
that the Rav gave when I was in the eighth 
grade for a very funny, brilliant, intelligent 
18-year-old from the community, Allan 
Cohen, z”l. ‘He was a beautiful flower in 
Hashem’s garden and HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu didn’t want him trampled.’”

“I still try and sing the niggunim from the 
davening,” Eleanore said. “Davening in 
various shuls in New York, both Upstate 
and Brooklyn, I was asked by the ladies 
from the seminaries if I was a teacher or 
rebbitzen, since I knew the layning and 
davening so well. I proudly told them I 
learned it at the Rav’s school in Boston.”

Yaffa was a member of the fourth gradu-
ating class. “Many students dropped out 

for fear of not getting into the colleges 
they wanted, or because they were just 
not as committed to Yiddishkeit,” she said. 
“We ended up with just six of us in the 
class of ’56, three boys and three girls — 
as close as brothers and sisters. At recess 
we would argue about all of the ills of the 
world and their solutions.”

Naftali said his class of 1957 was the 
largest of the first five classes, with five 
girls and four boys. “At that time we 
knew everyone in the previous classes 
and many of the students in the younger 
classes,” he said. “Two of our classmates, 
Norman Dworken and Rabbi Herschel 
Cohen, passed away at an early age.”

“Rabbis Cohn, Simon and Wohlgemuth 
taught us so much — not only the Tanach 
and Gemara but derech eretz and life, 
which still are with me all these years 
later,” Eleanore testified. “All that I was 
taught, in and out of class, that I learned 
from both the secular and religious 
teachers has sustained me my whole 
life.” Yaffa agreed, saying, “I owe so much 
hakaras hatov to all our teachers who 
showed us how to live a truly Torahdik 
life.”

Naftali stated, “I would like to thank all of 
the Maimonides teachers and educators 
who gave so much of themselves so that 
we, the students, would have the tools, 
spiritually and educationally, to accept life 
and make the most of it.”

Naftali earned a bachelor of science 
degree in mechanical engineering from 
Northeastern University and made aliyah 
more than 50 years ago. In Israel he 
worked for Elron Corp. and Rafael before 
taking early retirement and receiving a 
master’s in quality assurance from the 
Technion. Then he worked as a quality 
assurance consultant for 17 years, writing 
quality protocols for a wide assortment 
of areas, from building contractors to gas 
stations and feed mills.

continued from page  3

                                          continued on page 7

The Class of 1957: front, from left, Norman 
Dworken z”l, Naftali Stern, Herschel Cohen z”l 
and Sam Frank; rear, from left, Judy Greenwald, 
Carolyn Labins, Marion Steinberg and Ruth Sonn.

Eleanore Stern ‘58 and most of her male class-
mates in the eighth grade play.

Three Siblings Recall Student Years at Maimonides Educational Institute
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One Graduate Reaches Pinnacle as an Airline Pilot…

Jonathan (Jonty) Rich-Shea ’01 says 
he loves his work: “It’s very hands-on, 
an entertaining environment, and very 
consistent in the duties that you have. I 
don’t go to work and watch the clock.” 

That’s Jonty’s description of flying a 
Boeing 737 jet for Southwest Airlines, a 
170,000-pound machine carrying as many 
as 175 passengers. (“At Southwest, we call 
them customers, not passengers,” Jonty 
pointed out.)

As a Maimonides high school student, 
Jonty said, he knew right away he didn’t 
want to spend his working years in an 
office or a cubicle. “I wanted a more 
hands-on approach — and I always 
thought that flying would be a cool thing 
to do,” he said. Indeed, his Maimonides 
senior project was a flight lesson.

After studying in Israel for a year, he 
enrolled at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University in Daytona Beach, FL, earning 
a degree in aeronautical science with 
an airline pilot concentration. While a 
student there, Jonty was certified as a 
flight instructor, which gave him a head 
start on accumulating flying hours in order 
to qualify for consideration as a pilot by a 
regional airline.

After surpassing 900 hours, he took a 
position with US Airways Express, which 
was actually Air Wisconsin, a separate 
company with a regional contract. 
“Any airplane that holds fewer than 80 
passengers is going to be operating as 
a separate company,” Jonty explained. 
“There are a bunch of them.”

“If the ultimate goal is to fly for what 
we call a mainline carrier,” Jonty said, 
“you need to have flight time in a jet, 
and specifically what is called pilot-in-
command time, as a captain.”  Any jet 
qualifies, but since most candidates don’t 
own a jet, “the normal career path goes 
through these regional airlines.”

Jonty needed six years with US Airways 
Express to upgrade to captain from the 
position of first officer — also technically 
a pilot — and start accumulating pilot-
in-command time. Both positions are 
required for commercial flying. Much of 
the wait was a byproduct of the recession 
— major airlines weren’t hiring, so captains 
and first officers remained with regional 
carriers. Also, the mandatory retirement 
age for pilots changed from 60 to 65.

Air Wisconsin’s 70 airplanes followed 
routes far beyond that state, crisscrossing 
the entire eastern half of North America. 
“I’ve been to lots of airports — and lots of 
hotels,” he acknowledged.

After two years as a captain, in the summer 
of 2015 Jonty began his career with 
Southwest Airlines. “This always was my 
goal,” he said. “Once I learned the industry, 
and through talking to other pilots, 
Southwest was my number one choice.”

He’s a first officer again, but is optimistic 
about moving up through his union’s 
seniority structure. “We’re losing tons 

of pilots a year as the Baby Boomers are 
turning 65,” he said, adding that he hopes 
to fly another 32 years until he reaches that 
age. 

As first officer aboard Boeing 737s, Jonty 
noted, “our training was pretty much 
the same as a captain’s.” On commercial 
flights, the captain and first officer split the 
piloting, he explained, with the first officer 
always occupying the seat on the right. 
“At the end of the day the captain is the 
one who makes the final decision on all 
choices,” he said.

“Part of what I do is to get the airplane 
ready,” Jonty related. That doesn’t mean 
engine maintenance or cleaning the 
interior; it’s tasks such as “getting the 
weather, loading the flight plan and 
obtaining the air traffic control clearance, 
and other essential work in between 
flights.” 

Jonty and his wife Rachel reside in Phoenix 
with their two children. 

Jonathan (Jonty) Rich-Shea ‘01
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Less than three years ago, Ben Diamond 
’15 got his first taste of piloting. Now he 
has a bird’s-eye view of his career path.

A freshman at Bridgewater State 
University, Ben said he is enrolled in the 
college’s accelerated aviation program. 
“Incoming students are taught everything 
they need to know about aviation as soon 
as possible,” he said. 

Upon completion of that program an 
aviation student has the option of going 
through what they call the Gateway 
Program, which “allows a student the 
opportunity to spend a year working as 
a flight instructor at Bridgewater — and 
then immediately join an airline that has 
paired with BSU to bring new pilots into 
the commercial environment.”

So far, he said, JetBlue and its partner Cape 
Air are paired with the university. “Within 
the coming months,  companies like Delta 
and Trade Winds will be joining them. This 
means I will be able to spend three to four 
years as a pilot-in-training, a year working 
as a flight instructor, a couple of years at 
Cape Air flying locally, and finally joining 
JetBlue to fly internationally.”

“I first realized I wanted to become a pilot 
when, on my 16th birthday, my father 
took me for an introductory flight with 
Horizon Aviation, a small aviation training 
company operating out of the Norwood 
Memorial Airport,” Ben related. “We only 
flew around the Cape area for about an 
hour, but during that time I fell in love. It 
was an amazing experience.”

Last summer, Ben began pilot training. 
“We spent four hours flying and four hours 
learning on the ground, five times a week,” 
he described. “It was tough, but it was a 
lot of fun.”

“Now I spend up to three times a week 
flying around and working my way toward 
becoming a private pilot,” he continued. 
“A few weeks ago I flew solo for the first 
time. Recently my instructor and I flew 
out to Brainard Airport near Hartford, a 
75-mile trip that took roughly an hour 
each way. And soon I will begin flying at 
night.”

He noted that he cannot legally fly 
paying passengers until he receives his 
commercial license — he hopes as soon as 
his junior year.

Ben observed that his pilot training has 
completely changed his perspective as an 
airplane passenger. “I understand things 
that the average passenger does not,” he 
pointed out. “Most of it is just random bits 
of knowledge. But when the airplane gets 
hit with turbulence, the guy next to me 
is practically tearing the cushion off his 
armrest, but I am not worried.”

“I also get very excited just looking out 
the window as the airplane taxis from the 
terminal all the way to the runway. It is 
the little things I have started to pick up 
on that really allow me to appreciate how 
complex everything is.”

…While Another Gets a Head Start on His Ascent

Ben Diamond ‘15

Members of the Class of 2016 learning in Israel pose 

with their former Hebrew teacher, Mrs. Achinoam 

Bashan, during a visit to her home in Revava, near 

Ariel: (from left) Miriam Forman, Shoshana Ehren-

kranz,  Mrs. Bashan, Ayelet Ehrenkranz and Esti 

Solooki.
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The invitational basketball tournament 
was a mainstay on the community 
calendar during the late 1980s and early 
1990s. The tournament was rejuvenated 
four years ago, through the efforts of 
Ahron ’76 and Sheera (Kessler) Solo-
mont ’76, co-chairs. 

Now the tournament has announced a 
long-term major sponsor, the Gelman 
family, honoring their beloved brother 
Leland Elliot Gelman ’82, z”l, who 
passed away on October 26, 2014 at the 
age of 50. The event will henceforth 
be called the Maimonides Invitational 
Basketball Tournament in Memory of 
Leland Gelman, z”l. 

Leland’s brother Jonathan Gelman 
’84 and sister Dr. Ruby Gelman ’89 
submitted the following tribute:

Leland was born in New York City.  His 
parents, Harry and Edna, z”l, moved the 
family first to Albuquerque, NM and later 
to Reading, MA. After a few years in the 
public school system, Leland’s parents 
decided to seek a stronger Jewish educa-
tion for their children, which led to 
Leland’s enrollment first in the Merrimack 
Valley Hebrew Academy in Lowell and in 
1976 at Maimonides to start the seventh 
grade. 

It was at Maimonides where Leland’s 
passion for sports blossomed.  Though 
the organized sports program was in 
its infancy, sports nevertheless played 
a central role in the student culture at 
Maimonides in the late ’70s and early ’80s.  
Whether it was pickup basketball (played 
on the outdoor court where the Fox Gym 
now stands), hockey (also played on the 
outdoor court), football (on the lawn), 
softball (in the Elementary School court-
yard) or “boxball” (a Maimonides original), 
sports were front and center for Leland. 

On the basketball court, Leland was a 
skilled forward and a dominant “big man.”  
As a player, he was the perfect teammate, 
a relentless rebounder, unselfish passer 
and tenacious defender, but with a soft 
shooting touch.  On the football field he 
was the quarterback, and in the hockey 
rink he was a playmaking defender.  Later 
in life he became a gifted golfer.  You 
always wanted Leland on your team, 
because he had your back and did all of 
the little things that helped your team 
win. 

Leland was more than a talented athlete; 
he was also a loyal friend and a compas-
sionate leader, with a talent for organiza-
tion.  If there was a game going on at 

school, you could be certain that Leland 
had put it together.  Leland was the 
commissioner of the intramural hockey 
league and (before there was an inter-
scholastic sports program) unofficially 
organized and scheduled interscholastic 
hockey and touch football games with 
other parochial schools.

More importantly, however, if Leland had 
organized a game at school, you could be 
certain that no one was left out of the fun.  
Even as a teenager, Leland strived to live 
by Hillel’s golden rule, “What is hurtful to 
yourself, do not do to your fellow man.” 
He was truly a champion of the underdog 
and lived by this ideal his entire life.

It is in this spirit that his family dedicates 
this event to Leland’s memory.  His family 
is grateful to the Board and administra-
tion for affording us the opportunity to 
work with the school on this meaningful 
project.  Maimonides meant so much 
to Leland, and his days spent here were 
among the happiest of his life.  It is our 
hope that the tournament serves as 
a tribute to Leland’s love of sport and 
competition and continues to foster 
a spirit of camaraderie and friendship 
among tournament participants and the 
entire Maimonides family.

Gelman Family a Major Tournament Sponsor, Honoring Leland ’82, z”l 

“Since retiring I seem to be busier than ever. 
I have several chavrutot and attend a kollel 
once a week, besides Daf Yomi,” he said. 
“We have never once thought of going back 
to the States. We have three daughters who 
live in Pesagot, Haifa and Modi’in. Alto-
gether we have 15 grandchildren. One of 
our grandsons is married.”

After high school Yaffa moved to Brooklyn 
and roomed with other Bostonians. “After 
several secretarial jobs I worked until 
after my marriage to Joseph in 1962 for 
the Union of Orthodox Jewish Congrega-

tions — a very happy time. For the past 54 
years I have been a very happy housewife. 
We have three children, 10 grandchildren, 
and one great-grandchild. One of our sons, 
Shmuel, made aliyah with his family to 
Chashmonaim over eight years ago.”

Eleanore moved to Brooklyn two years after 
graduation and in 1972 married Leo Label 
Weiner, z”l, who passed away in 1985. “We 
had three children,” she reported. “Dina 
made aliyah and lives in Yerushalayim, 
where she is a teacher of Tanach. I have 
three great-grandchildren from her. Shani is 
married and lives in Cedarhurst, New York. 

She is a nurse practitioner, paramedic and 
volunteer firefighter in her community. My 
son Shimi married and also lives in Cedar-
hurst. All are involved in their community as 
were their parents and grandparents. The 
genes work.”

Eleanore served as a volunteer emergency 
medical technician in Monticello, NY, as a 
“very active” member of the Ladies’ chevra 
kadisha, and as president of the Woman’s 
Council of the Hebrew Day School of 
Sullivan and Ulster counties. In 1996 she 
returned to Brooklyn, where she continues 
to work.

                                           continued from page  4

Three Siblings Recall Student Years at Maimonides Educational Institute
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said his year at Yeshivat Lev Hatorah “inspired me to do it.” 
Indeed, he was part of a mechina program that the yeshiva 
operates for students who want to enlist. “They not only 
helped us get into the army but also provide an apartment 
in Beit Shemesh, a place to stay” when off duty. 

The army has introduced him to Israelis from most parts of 
society, said Ben, who participated in a special IDF Ulpan 
for the first three months to strengthen his Hebrew skills. 
“There are definitely days that are harder than others,” he 
acknowledged. But without the full range of experiences, 
“you’re not getting a real view of what this is.”

David Solooki is part of an exclusive IDF unit — a 
commando brigade — where he experiences long naviga-
tion exercises and parachute training as preparation for 
both open field and urban warfare.  He entered the army in 
November 2015 because “I believe Israel is the home of the 
Jewish people and it is important to serve and give back to 
your nation.”

He emphasized that as a member of the IDF, he considers 
himself a representative of the Maimonides School 
community. 

Five 2014 Maimonides Graduates on Active Duty with the IDF
continued from page  1

Ariel Warren ‘14 (left) receives recognition from an IDF officer.

Meira Weinstein ‘99 and Nadav 

Slovin pose with blankets prepared 

at Maimonides School’s Yom 

Chesed for the Lone Soldier Center 

in Memory of Michael Levin. Meira 

works at the center, where her 

husband Josh Flaster is the director. 

Nadav, a lone soldier, is the son of 

Reena Slovin, associate principal of 

the Maimonides Elementary School.

Training for this military specialty is unusually long — about 17 
months. “Then we will do missions inside and outside of Israel,” 
he said.  When off duty, David is based in an apartment for lone 
soldiers in Beit Shemesh. 

David noted that their classmate Josh Jacobson is also in a 
special unit, training in counter-terrorism. 


