
Page 1 of 5

April 2017 ~ Nisan-Iyar 5777

  

Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Committee’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share infor-
mation on individual graduates’ ventures and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of preparing 
educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. Your ideas and accomplishments will help sustain and strengthen this key com-
munications tool; please forward to alumni@maimonides.org. 

Retiring Administrator Will Cap a Six-Decade Maimonides Experience 

 Visit Maimonides on Facebook   Follow our Twitter feed, KolRambam
 Subscribe to our YouTube channel, MaimoTube

Maxine (Lipis) Zizmor ‘69 is planning 
to retire at the end of the school year 
as director of student support services 
in the Elementary School, concluding 
a Maimonides School experience that 
spans almost 60 years as a student, 
parent, teacher and administrator.

“The message I would like to share is: 
Maimonides was a trailblazer in inclu-

sion,” she 
declared. 
“The school 
always has 
had the 
mission 
to help 
students 
who 
required 
classroom 
accom-
modations 
and modi-
fied curri-
cula to be 
successful.” 
Every 

student, she added, comes under 
the religious imperative v’shinantam 
l’vanecha.

Back in 1958, a rabbi at the former 
Congregation Agudas Achim shul in 
Brockton persuaded Maxine’s parents 
“to see what a Hebrew day school 
looked like,” she said. One visit by her 
mother to Maimonides was all it took, 
even though it was 20 miles north of 
home.

So beginning in second grade, Maxine 
journeyed by carpool every day 
from Brockton -- first to the school in 
Roxbury, and beginning in Grade 7 to 
the new campus in Brookline. “I loved 
coming here as a student. I actually liked 
the length of day, even the commute,” 
she said, noting the social as well as the 
educational experience. Her siblings 
Barbara (Lipis) Morris ’71 and Jay 
Lipis ’75 followed her lead.

“The children you meet here as a young 
child can become friends for life,” 
Maxine remarked. “When you sit in a 
classroom together from eight in the 
morning to six at night, you really get to 
know each other.”

She added, “Equal education for boys 
and girls always has been the beauty 
of Maimonides.” Thus she was able to 
benefit from the mission personified by 
legendary teachers Rabbi Isaac Simon 
and Rabbi Isaiah Wohlgemuth, and Prin-
cipal Rabbi M.J. Cohn, she said.

After receiving an undergraduate 
degree in education at Stern College, 
Maxine earned her master’s in special 
education at Lehman College, part 
of the City University of New York. “I 
had an older brother with significant 
learning challenges and I always wanted 
to work with children with special 
needs,” she related.

Maxine did some teaching in Peekskill, 
NY, and in afternoon Hebrew schools 
south of Boston, before taking a posi-
tion as the first pre-kindergarten 
teacher at the new Striar Hebrew 
Academy of Sharon. 

Meanwhile, the Maimonides connection 
was renewed when her son Jeremy ’93 
became a first grader in 1980, followed 
a few years later by David ’99.  Maxine 
and her husband Dr. Matthew Zizmor 
were proud their sons were following in 
Maxine’s footsteps.

When David was in third grade Maxine 
was hired by Rabbi David Shapiro, prin-
cipal, to teach second-grade limudei 
kodesh at her alma mater, succeeding 
Doris Ehrenkranz. The next 14 years 
in the classroom were followed by 
four years as a Judaic Studies learning 
specialist before Maxine took her 
present position a decade ago.

Inclusive education has constantly 
evolved at Maimonides, Maxine said, 
and “administrators and the Board 
have always seen it as their mission to 
afford all Jewish children the privilege 
and right to a Jewish education. By the 
time my children were students here, if 
a student had mild to moderate special 
needs, there was a resource room and 
a faculty that could support modified 
curriculum.”

Today’s specialized student support is a 
product of the efforts of “dedicated and 
trained faculty, learning specialists at 
all grade levels, and the skilled teachers 
and therapists from Gateways: Access to 
Jewish Education.” 

They are perpetuating the model 
established by the school’s revered 
founder, an image that Maxine said she 
will always retain: “Rabbi Soloveitchik 
working with small, co-ed groups at 
tables in the lunchroom.” 

Maxine (Lipis) Zizmor ‘69
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After a medical education spanning 
more than a dozen years, Dr. Ben 
Galper ’97 is on the cutting edge of 
interventional cardiology. 

“Interventional cardiology means using 
catheters, wires and small devices to 
treat the heart. Procedures range from 
treating heart attacks by inserting 
stents in the heart blood vessels, to 
replacing heart valves using X-ray guid-
ance instead of open-heart surgery,” 
Ben explained.  “It’s exciting to work in 
a rapidly-developing field that keeps 
innovating every year.” 

Ben is director of the Structural Heart 
Disease Program at the Mid-Atlantic 
Permanente Medical Group, per-
forming procedures at the Virginia 
Hospital Center in Arlington, just 
outside Washington, DC.

Ben earned his medical degree at 
Yeshiva University’s Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine. Following a three-
year residency at Columbia University 
Medical Center, he spent five years as 
a cardiology fellow at Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital in Boston, including 
two years of focused training in inter-
ventional cardiology and structural 
heart intervention beginning in July 
2014. 

“I always found cardiology interesting,” 
Ben said. “There are so many aspects 
to the heart: the electrical system 
in charge of the heart rhythm, the 
powerful muscle pumping blood, and 
the arteries and valves ensuring the 
blood’s circulation.”

He acknowledged that his father 
might have had some influence; Dr. 
Jonas Galper is a cardiologist, and also 
suffered a heart attack urgently treated 
by interventional cardiologists when 
Ben was in his third year of medical 
school. “Most impressive,” Ben said, “my 
dad’s case is not unique. In interven-

tional cardiology, no matter how sick a 
patient is presenting with a heart attack, 
through quick actions and procedures 
you can generally help a patient and 
make them better. It is truly ‘feel-good 
medicine.’”

In his current position, Ben sits on the 
cutting edge of cardiology, focusing on 
using minimally-invasive techniques 
to perform procedures like aortic valve 
replacement, which previously were 
some of the most invasive surgeries 
in medicine. One of these procedures, 
transcatheter aortic valve replacement 
(TAVR), “has revolutionized cardiology 
and allowed patients who previ-
ously were too high-risk to undergo 
open-heart surgery to be treated,” he 
continued.

Instead of inserting a valve surgically, 
“these valves can now be collapsed 
into a catheter and fit through a hole 
in an artery in the leg, not much bigger 
than a pencil eraser,” Ben explained. 
The cardiologist and staff, using X-ray 

imaging, “can then guide the 
valve to the heart, where it is 
deployed and starts working 
right away.”

Ben said the procedure takes 
less than two hours, and 
patients are usually discharged 
from the hospital within two 
days with hardly any restric-
tions. “Just this past month 
we performed a TAVR on a 
91-year-old patient who went 
home the next day, feeling 
great. This is a patient who 
likely would not have survived 
open-heart surgery,” Ben said.

While the TAVR procedure 
focuses on the aortic valve, the 
field of structural heart inter-
vention is rapidly expanding 
to other heart valves, and 
likely will be moving into the 
broader patient population, 
Ben predicted. “I think that 
possibly over the next five to 
ten years, we will be treating 
the majority of patients with 
valvular heart disease not 

with surgery but with catheter-based 
techniques.”

In his first few months on the job, Ben 
has also performed a number of other 
structural heart procedures which are 
firsts at his hospital. These included the 
Watchman procedure, in which a device 
is implanted in the heart to prevent 
strokes in patients with atrial fibrilla-
tion, and a procedure in which a disc 
is inserted in a congenital hole in the 

Alumnus Helps Lead Rapidly-Developing Cardiac Care Procedure

Drs. Ben ‘97 and Merav (Weill) Galper ‘02 and family

continued on page 4
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Environmental Amity Can Transcend Middle East Hostility, Alumnus Feels

Ari Massefski ’10 believes that he is 
part of a project that can transcend 
political and national differences in 
the Middle East through a common 
denominator.

Ari supports the Arava Institute for Envi-
ronmental Studies in southern Israel as 
a full-time staff member at the Newton-
based Friends of the Arava Institute.

The institute “was founded on the idea 
that environmental issues are shared 
concerns that will affect generations 
to come,” Ari related. “Regardless of 
whether you are Israeli, Palestinian, 
Jordanian, or from somewhere else 
entirely, we all need clear air, clean 
water, and renewable energy resources 
to ensure that the world we pass down 
to our children is one in which they can 
survive and thrive.”

The institute brings together students 
from the region and around the world 
to study regional environmental issues 
and learn about each others’ back-
grounds, perspectives, and narratives. 

Based in the Boston area, Ari brings 
the work and mission of the institute 
to American college campuses. “Every 
semester, approximately one-third of 
our students come from the U.S.; I work 
with them to plan their semester at 
the Arava Institute and provide them 
with the opportunity to live among our 
cross-cultural, pro-peace community,” 
he said. 

 “Regardless of politics, we have to 
come together to advance research 
and development related to the most 
pressing environmental concerns in the 
region,” Ari said, noting that the Arava 
motto is “Nature Knows No Borders.” 

Students live together on Kibbutz 
Ketura in southern Israel, participate in 
campus activities, field trips, and the 
Peace-Building Leadership Seminar, Ari 

related, “and work to build the scarcest 
resource in the region: trust.”

After graduating from Maimonides, 
Ari studied in Jerusalem for a year with 
a program he said “focused on cross-
cultural communication and the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. This opportunity 
allowed me to learn more about the 
perspectives and narratives of people 
on both sides of the Green Line,” he 
said.

He followed with an undergraduate 
education at The George Washington 
University, 
concentrating 
on political 
communica-
tion. At GW Ari 
was involved 
with student 
advocacy and 
leadership 
organizations. 

As part of 
his organiza-
tion’s campus 
outreach 
program, 
Israeli and 
Palestinian 
alumni come 
to the United 
States together to speak at colleges 
about their backgrounds and experi-
ences, which led them to support 
cooperative efforts such as the Arava 
Institute, Ari said. 

“Our alumni speak meaningfully about 
the experience of learning in Israel 
about the environment, about the 
cross-border work that the Arava Insti-
tute promotes and executes, and about 
the importance of open and respectful 
dialogue,” he said.

Ari is convinced that the institute’s work 
is making a difference. “By utilizing our 

research skills and approaching the 
region through a scientific, apolitical 
lens, we are able to bring real change 
to rural communities,” he attested. “Our 
projects have brought localized grey-
water treatment plants to rural commu-
nities throughout Palestinian areas, 
and animal waste-fueled biogas units 
to off-grid Bedouin communities in the 
Negev. Our researchers work with the 
local communities to ensure that the 
innovation we are bringing them meets 
their needs and helps to enhance their 
way of life.”

He described an environmental forum, 
hosted by the Arava Institute, “which 
brings together environmental experts, 
researchers and decision-makers to 
reach agreements on water and other 
critical environmental resources.” The 
second annual forum is scheduled for 
September.

“In a world of growing animosity, polar-
ization, and resentment,” Ari asserted, 
“I believe that the best way to bring 
people together is to listen to one 
another, understand each others’ differ-
ences, and work together towards a 
more sustainable future.”

Ari Massefski ’10 with Arava Institute alumni Muhanad Alkharaz of Nablus and Zohar 
Weiss of Karmiel at a recent event at the University of Wisconsin, Madison.
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Benji Berg ‘12

Alumnus Helps Lead Rapidly-Developing Cardiac Care Procedure

Graduate Loves -- and Limits -- Club Baseball at UMaryland

heart to prevent repeat strokes in young 
patients who have had unexplained 
strokes in the past. 

Intervention is especially beneficial to 
patients “who probably are not able to 
be treated conventionally. They are too 
high a risk, or too old. Sometimes they go 
home the next day.”

Ben is excited about his work. “At this 
point in my career it’s an amazing oppor-
tunity,” he said.  “It’s fun to be able to be 

involved on the cusp of technology and 
innovation, and most importantly to be 
able to use innovation to treat patients 
and improve people’s lives.”

He credits his drive to be a leader in 
medicine to one of his experiences at 
Maimonides School. A charter member 
of the Maimonides Sports Hall of Fame, 
Ben was recognized for his crucial role in 
establishing baseball as an interscholastic 
sport in 1997. In athletics, he observed, 
“You learn how to be a leader and how to 

run a team.  Everything you do in life, and 
especially in medicine, is team-related.” 

Ben’s wife Dr. Merav (Weill) Galper ’02 
is a radiologist and is completing her 
fellowship in musculoskeletal imaging 
and intervention at Massachusetts 
General Hospital. She also will be working 
at Mid-Atlantic, practicing both general 
diagnostic radiology and musculoskeletal 
imaging and intervention, performing 
procedures and interpreting imaging 
related to joint and bone disorders.

continued from page 2

Benji Berg ’12 knows first-hand about 
Chabad houses in Virginia college 
towns -- Blacksburg, Charlottesville, 
Harrisonburg.

He’s a shortstop and pitcher on the 
University of Maryland club baseball 
team, which plays some weekend series 
away from College Park.

“As much as I love baseball, observing 
Shabbat is a priority for me,” Benji 
stated. So he travels with the team and 
spends Shabbat at the local Chabad, 
or even in a hotel, before returning to 
action on Sunday. “It’s challenging to 
navigate, but my coaches and team-
mates have been very understanding.”

Benji, one of the all-stars in the annals 
of Maimonides baseball, explained 
simply, “I love playing the game. I knew 
I wanted to continue playing competi-
tively after high school, and I'm lucky to 
have the opportunity to do so."

He tried out for the club team during 
his first semester at Maryland. “I made 
the team and I realized then that I 
was capable of it. And I’ve definitely 
improved from being surrounded by 
a high talent level.” Over the past four 
seasons he has primarily played short-
stop, and has taken several turns as a 
starting pitcher, particularly this season. 

Collegiate club baseball is not a pickup 
game on the campus lawn between 
classes. It’s one level below the National 
Collegiate Athletic Association. There’s 
even a National Club Baseball Associa-
tion, which oversees several confer-
ences. Maryland competes against 
other large schools in the Washington, 
DC-Virginia area, as well as non-confer-
ence opponents like North Carolina and 
Penn State.

Benji’s love for baseball began when he 
learned to walk, he said. “My parents 
claim I was hitting pitched balls at 
18 months,” and he was involved in 
Sharon travel teams through high 
school. However, his greatest influ-
ence was current Maimonides Coach 
Josh Prybyla, who began during Benji’s 
senior season.

“He's always encouraging me and moti-
vating me to get better,” said Benji. “I 
am always texting him and he's invested 
in seeing how my games are going. He 
has really been a mentor to me.”

Club baseball, like any interscholastic 
sport, is a 12-month-a-year commit-
ment, not only playing but also practic-
ing and conditioning. “It’s a huge time 
commitment,” Benji acknowledged. 
“We practice every night. Obviously 
school is the top priority, but playing on 
the team has been a big part of my time 

here.” At times it might seem like being 
back in high school; “there are tons of 
Maimonides graduates here, and my 
friends come to games all the time.”

After graduation next month, Benji has 
a full schedule. He and fiancée Danna 
Homa plan to be married in June, and 
soon afterward Benji will begin work as 
a supply chain manager with Toys R Us 
in New Jersey. Then he expects to start 
looking for some serious baseball expe-
riences nearby.

Benji Berg
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Ten Maimonides graduates pose with their children (and grandchildren) following siddur presentations at the recent first-
grade chagigah: (rear, from left) Dr. Zoe Shamash ’98 and Joey Aghion ’98, Caryn (Litt) Wolfe ’99, Avi Pultman ’00, Israela 
(Levine) Kahan ’99, Dina (Pittel) Adelsky ’02, Head of School Naty Katz ’73 and his daughter Tova Katz-Jotkowitz ’01, Elka 
Tovah (Menkes) Davidoff ’88, and Leah (Lamport) Garland ’96.

Ariel Warren ’14 poses with, from left, his aunts Rochelle (Walter) Waxman ‘83 and Chaya (Walter) Lampert ‘80, his sister Shoshana ‘16 and Rabbi Noah 
Cheses ’03 of Young Israel of Sharon, after receiving a Chayal Mitztayain award from the Israel Defense Forces. Ariel joined the IDF a year-and-a-half ago 
and is now a sergeant in a special tank unit. Ariel is the son of Laurie (Walter) ’86 and Andrew Warren and grandson of Helen and Wolf Walter, who were 
also at the ceremony in Latrun. Rabbi Cheses was in Israel for a conference.


