
Page 1 of 5

May 2017 ~ Iyar-Sivan 5777

  

Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Committee’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share infor-
mation on individual graduates’ ventures and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of preparing 
educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. Your ideas and accomplishments will help sustain and strengthen this key com-
munications tool; please forward to alumni@maimonides.org. 

A Decade After Launch, Alumna’s HydroChic Continues to Grow, Prosper

 Visit Maimonides on Facebook   Follow our Twitter feed, KolRambam
 Subscribe to our YouTube channel, MaimoTube

A decade ago, Daniella (Peyser) 
Teutsch ‘74 and her business partner 
Sara Wolf identified a way to improve 
the quality of life for observant women 
– and they did something about it.

Today their business, HydroChic, 
continues to grow and prosper.

“One of our goals is to make sure that 
every woman, whatever her size, shape 
or health situation, is able to find smart 
swimwear options at HydroChic that 
work for her,” Daniella said. “Quality and 
attention to detail in the designs are 
very important to us, and this influences 
the goals that we set for ourselves each 
year.” 

Daniella, a former Maimonides special 
education teacher, was working for the 
Imaga Hat Company in Israel, selling 
hats to stores in the U.S., when she met 
Sara. 

“It was during the Second Intifada, and 
Sara decided to sell Imaga Hats at the 
fairs taking place in the States to help 
Israeli companies,” Daniella said. “Sara 
and I became good friends and when 
she and her family returned to Israel we 
decided to start a business together. At 
that time we were both teaching.”

For a year they met with many different 
companies and explored options. 
Then in 2006, “Sara was on the beach, 
watching religious women go into the 
water fully dressed. She called me to 
suggest that we make swimwear that 
looked like clothing, but that were 
designed to be athletic-looking so that 

the women wearing it would blend into 
the beach culture.”

“We spent time researching fabrics, 
learning how to create and set up a 
business – no easy feat for two mothers 
and former educators – where to sell 
and, most important, creating proto-
types of styles that we felt were right,” 
Daniella related.

“Off to the 
drawing board 
we went and 
then we took 
the designs for 
our first tops 
and bottoms to 
an Israeli manu-
facturer who 
specialized in 
swimwear. By the 
summer of 2007 
we were selling 
our HydroChic 
line to women 
around the 
world.”

From the start, 
Daniella said, “One of our goals was 
to reach markets outside the Jewish 
religious community. Women all over 
the world seek more coverage than 
the traditional bathing suit offers, and 
they do so for a wide variety of reasons 
including health, sun protection and 
body image.”

They always intended to grow the 
business. “Many of the directions that 
we have followed result from women 

turning to us with requests for items not 
in the market to meet a specific need 
that they have.” 

Daniella gave several examples: mastec-
tomy bras, tops with sleeves to the wrist 
for extra coverage, long pants. “All our 
items are swimwear, but we found that 
women were wearing HydroChic to the 

gym and for many other sports,” she 
said. “That took us in another direction 
altogether. Women also asked us to 
design a line for their daughters, so now 
we offer a girls’ line, too.”

“Sara and I are very lucky that we enjoy 
working together,” Daniella said. “We 
keep a small office in Israel and an office 
and warehouse in New York state.  The 
products are available online and in 
boutique stores.”

Daniella (Peyser) Teutsch ‘74 and Sara Wolf
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Perth, Australia, is the most isolated 
urban Jewish community in the world. 
It’s an hour closer by air to Bali – an 
island in Indonesia – than the five-hour 
flight to the nearest Jewish population 
center, Melbourne.

Aron Grossman ’12 supplied these 
facts about his posting as one of four 
shlichim serving for a year in Perth, 
under the auspices of an organization 
called Torah Mitzion and through Bnei 
Akiva.

Aron’s career path has taken interesting 
turns. He enlisted in the Israeli Navy 
after learning at Yeshivat HaHesder 
Yerucham, and served on a 27-meter 

boat whose main patrol area was the 
Gaza Strip. “We made sure the fish-
ermen stayed in their assigned fishing 
zones, that no smuggled drugs or 
weapons came through from Egypt or 
through the Mediterranean Sea, and no 
terrorists could get into Israel by sea,” 
he said.

Perth has three shuls, one Jewish day 
school, a Bnei Akiva snif and two kosher 
restaurants, Aron said. “The community 
has a large South African population, 
most of which has migrated in the past 
20 years, and consists of many ba’alei 
teshuva and converts.”

“My job as a shaliach is divided between 
working at the school, the community 
and shul, and working in Bnei Akiva,” 
Aron related. “Carmel School is the lone 
Jewish day school in a 2,000-mile radius. 
Roughly a quarter of the students 
define themselves as religious. Our 
job at the school includes conducting 
an early morning learning program 
every day, tutoring students in Hebrew 
from Grade 1-12, and holding informal 
activities and events throughout the 
year, mainly connected to the Jewish 
holidays.”

The shlichim also run weekly learning 
sessions and chavrutot, give Torah 
shiurim, organize events and teach 

Sunday School. “We 
also have an open 
house where univer-
sity students chill and 
drink beer -- Austra-
lians love beer,” Aron 
continued. “It is all 
just a lot of fun. The 
community is so 
warm and accepting, 
it will definitely be 
hard to leave.”

Aron and the other 
shlichim also act as 
Bnei Akiva madrichim. 

“Bnei Akiva plays a huge part in the 
community, by giving the religious kids 
a place to feel comfortable and cool, 
and also to push the ideology of Israel 
as being a major focus for a religious 
Jew,” he said. 

“Israel plays a huge role in the commu-
nity and people look to Israel as a 
cultural beacon, and almost everyone 
has aliyah in the back of their minds. 
Many people have made and will 
make aliyah from Perth, and I am really 
looking forward to meeting them in 
Israel.”

Aron recounted that he enlisted in the 
Israeli Navy after a boat commander 
addressed students at his yeshiva. “I was 
looking for a different sort of experience 
in a combat unit, and to experience 
something I will probably never experi-
ence again,” he said. “I definitely found 
that in the Navy. I am extremely proud 
to be a veteran of the Israeli Navy, and I 
definitely recommend it to anyone who 
is interested.”

Although his designated military 
specialties involved the boat’s guns and 
ropes, “On such a small boat everybody 
has to know how to do everything, so 
I got experience in the engine room, 
on the radar – my favorite – and in 
navigation.” 

Aron was one of 14 crew members, and 
“the boat was our home. We kept all our 
belongings, clothing, food, everything 
on the boat. We would go out for three 
days at a time, and we would not be 
allowed to change our clothes or to 
remove our shoes while we were at sea. 
We always had to be ready.”

While at sea, he said, “I knew that I could 
be awakened at any time by a sudden 
bright light and a shout, ‘Battle stations!’ 
It was pitch black in the lower level of 
the boat, and the light would blind you, 
but I had to be upstairs at my battle 
station with my vest, earplugs and gun 
ready within 25 seconds. This would 
usually happen four or five times a night 
or day.”

Aron reflected on the “amazing cama-
raderie” he experienced. “Living with 
13 other people with no place to move 
for three days at a time will do wonders 
for your social skills. We would cook our 
own food, and every night have a big 
meal where half the boat crew would 
be eating, and half would be keeping 

After Israeli Navy Service, Graduate a Source of Vibrant Judaism in Perth

Aron Grossman ’12 and youngsters during a school Chanukah 
program in Perth, Australia.

continued on page 5



Page 3 of 5

May 2017 ~ Iyar-Sivan 5777

  

Recent Graduate on the Front Lines to Educate Her Campus about Israel

Ariana Turk ’13 is serving as an inde-
pendent ambassador for Israel on a 
Montreal campus that provides some 
unique challenges.

“McGill University has an incredibly 
diverse student body, with students 
coming from a number of countries,” 
Ariana said. “Students come in with 
really different perspectives about 
Israel. What I have found is that it’s not 
anti-Israel sentiment that is pervasive, 
but the lack of Israel education, leading 
to a lack of understanding.” 

“In reality, average 
McGill students are 
unable to have real 
conversations about 
Israel with peers,” she 
continued. “Many 
students’ information 
comes from unreliable 
news sources and 
they have never actu-
ally met an Israeli Jew 
or an Arab.”

Ariana has completed 
three years as a 
pre-med neurosci-
ence major at McGill, 
and she says she has 
“definitely found 
myself in many situ-
ations where I have 
tried to speak with 
friends at school who 
do not know a lot about Israel. I have 
worked hard to provide a realistic, well-
rounded picture of the country.”

A perspective that is “overly ideological 
can turn people away from the cause, 
as does presenting it as nothing but 
a place filled with falafel and start-up 
companies,” she pointed out. “You have 
to show people the entire picture so 
that they will trust you to engage in an 
honest and open dialogue.”

“My senior year Israel advocacy class 
at Maimonides definitely helped me 
understand the nature of forceful 
sentiment on campuses throughout 
North America,” Ariana said. “Moreover, 
my Maimonides education helped 
widen my knowledge about Israel in 
order to have educated and insightful 
discussions.” 

She added, “I don’t think I understood 
how passionate some people are about 
the issue, and the way in which one 
must talk to people who already have 

their respective 
opinions.”

“One of the most 
difficult parts 
about the anti-
Israel sentiment 
on campus is a 
lack of institu-
tional support,” 
Ariana observed. 
“Though there 
are strong Jewish 
pro-Israel groups 
on campus, they 
usually focus 
on culture and 
religion rather 
than being proac-
tive, leading 
discussions and 
educating about 
Israel.”

“The only time the entire community 
comes together to support Israel is at 
BDS votes, which is obviously impor-
tant, but I think it would be even more 
important to start the discussion early 
and thereby avoid the need for a vote 
altogether.” 

Two years of unsuccessful efforts by 
Students for Justice in Palestine to have 
the student body endorse boycott, 
divestment and sanctions (BDS) against 

Israel “has created a polarized environ-
ment on campus,” Ariana reported. 

The failed BDS efforts validate that “the 
anti-Israel groups on campus are not 
the majority, rather a loud minority. But 
the problem at McGill is so much bigger 
than just BDS; it has become clear that 
it is important to make the voices of 
pro-Israel students heard. It is about 
educating people not only about the 
situation, but also about Judaism as a 
religion.”

A recent incident on campus resulted in 
a barrage of bad publicity for McGill.

“A student who was involved in McGill 
student government tweeted that he 
wanted to ‘punch a Zionist,’” Ariana 
recounted. “Although the statement in 
itself was obviously anti-Israel, it later 
became clear that this was in fact anti-
Semitic as well. This statement blurred 
the lines between anti-Israel sentiment 
and anti-Semitism. This incident scared 
many Jewish students on campus; it 
created an atmosphere that no longer 
felt safe. Fortunately, the administration 
became involved, and the student was 
asked to step down from his position.”

“This incident made it into Canadian 
and Jewish news and it became clear 
that there needed to be a conversa-
tion,” Ariana said. “Although anti-Israel 
issues have always headlined McGill 
conversations, after this particular 
event, McGill students decided that this 
was an important situation that needed 
to be discussed and moreover, many 
students wanted to have constructive 
conversations.” 

“As a community, we have realized that 
these problems are bigger than just 
BDS; people need and want a broader 
education,” Ariana concluded.

Ariana Turk ‘13
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1967 Graduate Recalls Tension, Euphoria in School as Six-Day War Progressed

Maimonides School’s 15th high school 
class graduated on Sunday afternoon, 
June 11, 1967 in ceremonies that took 
place at the school.

“There was incredible euphoria” at 
commencement, said one of the gradu-
ates, Dr. Steven Bayme, in a public 
lecture at the school this May 21. 
Indeed, the preceding day a cease-fire 
ended what has become known as the 
Six-Day War, and “the dimensions of the 
victory were not foreseen.” One of the 
speakers, he remembered, said “we are 
seeing the beginning of the redemption 
of our people.”

For 35 years Steve has been with the 
national office of the American Jewish 
Committee, where he is director of the 
Contemporary Jewish Life Department 
and of the Koppleman Institute on 
American Jewish-Israeli Relations. His 
talk at Maimonides, entitled “The Six 
Day War: 50 Years Later,” followed the 
half-century reunion of the Class of ’67 
earlier in the day.

Steve gave a thorough historical back-
ground and a detailed analysis of the 
war’s long-term consequences. He also 
took a few minutes to reflect on the 

atmosphere at Maimonides as the situa-
tion in the Middle East deteriorated.

The 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis was part 
of the backdrop in the days running 
up to the outbreak of the war, said 
Steve. He remembered history teacher 
Bertram Gerry describing how the 
showdown between the U.S. and the 
Soviet Union placed the world close to 
the brink of nuclear war. “There was a 
sense of impending doom.” 

There was also a wide range of expecta-
tions among the faculty, from messianic 
deliverance to Israeli restraint, he noted.

As the war began on June 5, there were 
initial reports that the oil refineries in 
Haifa had been bombed. “But by after-
noon, everything had changed,” Steve 
recalled. “We had gone from deepest 
despair to euphoria. Victory was within 
grasp.” The Haifa story was propaganda, 
he said; “nothing in Israel had been 
bombed.”

On the fourth day of the war, many high 
school students rode buses all night to 
join a pro-Israel rally in Washington, DC 
– at that time the capital’s largest Jewish 
demonstration. Steve joined other 

Bostonians in the office of U.S. Senator 
Edward M. Kennedy, who informed 
them of Israel’s unintended strafing 
of the American intelligence ship USS 
Liberty. Yet Kennedy then reiterated his 
support for Israel, which was significant 
in light of the accident, Steve said.

Earlier in the day, Steve shared a 
poignant memory with his classmates 
and guests.

On Wednesday, June 7, 1967, news 
accounts of the battle for Jerusalem 
were relayed to Maimonides students 
and teachers through the high school 
intercom system. Suddenly it was 
announced that Israeli paratroopers 
had secured the Western Wall in the Old 
City. 

Students dashed out of the class-
rooms and into the auditorium for 
spontaneous singing and dancing. But 
immediately, the principal, Rabbi M.J. 
Cohn, appeared and admonished the 
students. There were many soldiers 
killed and wounded in the battle, 
he told them; thus their joy must be 
tempered by the magnitude of the 
sacrifice.

Each Yom Ha’Atzmaut in The Times of 
Israel, blogger Miriam Lottner, an Israeli 
entrepreneur, offers a list of “Extraor-
dinary Women of Israel. These women 
inspire, lead, fight, change, teach, create, 
envision, encourage, challenge, unify and 
help shape what we are as a society and 
a nation, and are a major force in deter-
mining what our future will become,” 
she says.  Among this year’s honorees 
were three Maimonides School gradu-
ates. They are Anne Gordon ’85, Times 
of Israel deputy ops and blogs editor, for 
her long-term teaching career in Israel; 

Shara (Zuckerman) Shetrit 91,  social 
media and community manager at Nefesh 
B’Nefesh; and Daniella Teutsch ’74, who 
with her partner Sara Wolf founded and 
operates the HydroChic line of activewear 
(see related story).

The Hon. Alex Klibaner ’91, administra-
tive law judge with the Social Security 
Administration, spoke to Maimonides 
School eighth graders recently as part 
of their preparation for the annual class 
trip to Washington, DC.  “In an excep-
tionally innovative way, Judge Klibaner 
introduced our students to the types of 

analyses and legal principles employed 
by the judiciary, and exposed them to 
some examples of the difficult, sometimes 
heart-wrenching disputes that judges 
regularly confront and adjudicate,” said 
Brian Cohen, associate principal, Middle 
School.  

Shlomo Helfgot, son of Rachel Brenner 
’88 and Rabbi Nathaniel Helfgot, finished 
fourth in the international Chidon 
HaTanach finals in Jerusalem on Yom 
HaAtzmaut. He was the top finisher 
among the four finalists from North 
America.

Maimonides Alumni Here and There…
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50-year reunion headline?

Almost all of the members of the Maimonides Class of 1967 took part in their 50-year reunion May 21: 
whether at the school, at an apartment in Yerushalayim, or through the 56 pages of a commemorative 
book. They were joined by four former teachers and several classmates who left before senior year (clock-
wise from top left): the Brookline contingent included, from left, Resa (Gopin) Warburg, Sheila (Silver) Rubin 
‘68, widow of 1967 graduate Gary Rubin, z”l, Dr. Steven Bayme, Yonina (Katz) Langer, Rabbi Michael Stras-
sfeld, Hadassah (Shonfeld) Tatelman, Mark Blechner, Rosa (Holcer) Drapkin and Dr. Richard Cohen; Yonina 
Langer and her English teacher, Joanne Fray; Hadassah Tatelman and Sheila Rubin; Rabbi Asher Reichert, 
former classmate Anna Lowenkron and Lynne (Weinberg) Steinberg on a videoconference from Israel; (from 
left) Richard Cohen, Steven Bayme and Michael Strassfeld.

Daily Life in the Israeli Navy

watch, and then we would swap. After 
the meal we would all go up to the top 
of the boat where we would keep watch 
and sing traditional Israeli Navy songs, 
play games, drink soda, and just have 
fun together.” 

“Being religious on the boat was a chal-
lenge,” Aron acknowledged. He and one 
other observant crew member  made 
sure that everyone kept kosher while 
cooking, and didn’t cook on Shabbat  
– “we made a cholent every week.” He 

added that they also tried to ensure that 
the boat would not violate Shabbat as 
much as possible while being combat-
ready and functioning.

continued from page 2


