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AIPAC Event a First for Day Schools
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The Maimonides School senior class, accompanied by administrators and teachers, at the AIPAC Policy Conference.

The entire Maimonides School Class of 
2015 attended the  AIPAC (American Israel 
Public Affairs Committee) Policy Confer-
ence in Washington, DC from March 1-3. 
Maimonides is the first American day school 
ever to send an entire class to this confer-

ence.  AIPAC hopes other day schools will 
soon follow suit.  And based on the stu-
dents’ testimony and that of the adults who 
accompanied them, the experience was 
profound.

 “It was a highlight of my Maimonides expe-
rience,” declared Joey Offen of the three-day 
event. “I am very grateful to have had the 
opportunity to attend.”

Naty Katz, Head of School, accompanied 
the seniors along with principals, grade 
deans and teachers. Highlights included 
general sessions for all of the more than 
16,000 attendees; breakout sessions; and 
lobbying visits with Massachusetts state 
senators Edward Markey and Elizabeth War-
ren, as well as U.S. Rep. Joseph Kennedy, on 
Capitol Hill.

“Support for the State of Israel is core to our 
school’s mission, and this experience will 
no doubt have tremendous and enduring 
impact on the hearts, souls, and minds of 
our seniors,” said Mr. Katz.  “We educate our 

upperclassmen to become articulate and 
capable advocates for Israel, and this AIPAC 
conference is ideally timed — just months 
before they depart for their gap year in 
Israel, and then go on to their college expe-
rience.”

Rabbi Mordechai Soskil, Middle and Upper 
School Judaic studies principal, agreed: “I 
can’t imagine anything we could have done 
better than to help make well-prepared, 
excited advocates for Israel.”

The policy conference provided both infor-
mational and emotional connections, he 
said. ”They were able to hear from college 
students and actually learn what they can 
do,” he said. The conference “gave them the 
opportunity to feel great that Israel has a 
strong commitment to the same democrat-
ic ideals, human rights, arts and culture that 
have made America such a great place.”

"The kids feel more connected and better 
prepared to be advocates,” Rabbi Soskil said. 

“קול רמבם

 Continued on page 5
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B’Yadenu —“in 
our hands” — has 
been described by 
its sponsors as “a 
project designed 
to shift a whole 
school — all staff, 
administrators, 
leaders and other 
stakeholders — to cohesively and collabora-
tively work to better serve all learners.”

As Maimonides School educators strive to 
internalize the project, Barry Ehrlich, director 
of curriculum and instruction, suggests that 
the school is not re-inventing the proverbial 
wheel. 

“B’Yadenu is helping support the kind of 
culture that we’ve been working on for 
years, meeting the needs of diverse learners 
and challenging teachers to be innovative 
in their classroom,” Mr. Ehrlich said. “It’s a 
resource to help sustain the kind of work we 
know is important.”

B’Yadenu is a three-year program to for-
mulate a professional development model 
that enables teachers to better meet the 
needs of diverse learners. Six Boston Jewish 
day schools are participants in the pilot, 
funded by the Jim Joseph Foundation and 
Ruderman Family Foundation. Support also 
is provided by the Rabbi Israel and Mildred 
Gandal Goldman Endowed Fund at Mai-
monides.

The three-year timetable got underway last 
fall, as administrators began implementing 
their plans. The first phase was a planning 
year, involving a large group of teachers and 
administrators across grades and disciplines. 
The school is now connecting with profes-

sional development providers to address the 
needs identified.

Reena Slovin, associate principal, Elementary 
School, has been involved with shepherding 
B’Yadenu since its inception at Maimonides. 
There is a B’Yadenu planning team in the 
Elementary School, she said, that includes 
administrators, curriculum coordinators and 
teachers.

Mrs. Slovin described one current objective: 
“creating an environment in which teachers 
experiment and try new things, collaborat-
ing with and supporting their colleagues. 
Everybody has to come up with an experi-
ment — administrators, teachers, others on 
staff. “

“If you want to create a culture of innovation 
and growth, it has to happen among the 
adults as well as the students,” Mr. Ehrlich 
said. “Principals are challenging teachers to 
try new things. Teachers are doing the same 
thing with their students.”

“Some teachers are looking for ways to 
improve writing, some are working on a bet-
ter transition to bentsching at lunch, some 
on social thinking,” Mrs. Slovin said. Other 
examples include: 

• Finding ways to get students to take more 
initiative, and be better organized and 
more independent when working on sci-
ence labs and science fair projects.

• Increasing the capacity of strong math 
students to organize and explain their 
thinking.

• Keeping Grade 1 students more focused 
and engaged in davening, through adding 
stories, songs and movement.

 “There is a wide variety, individually and in 

teams. Clusters of teachers meet as profes-
sional learning groups at all faculty meetings 
to share our successes and our struggles. 
We touch base, and share progress reports 
on our experiments. At the end of the year 
everybody gets to share their results,” Mrs. 
Slovin continued. 

The teachers are examining  students’ “ex-
ecutive function skills,” Mrs. Slovin explained: 
“Executive function and self-regulation skills 
are the mental processes that enable us to 
plan, focus attention, remember instruc-
tions, and juggle multiple tasks successfully. 
The brain needs this skill set to filter distrac-
tions, prioritize tasks, set and achieve goals, 
and control impulses.”

Coaches with expertise in different areas 
"are observing the teachers and giving them 
feedback," said Mrs. Slovin. "The teachers are 
collecting data and measuring their prog-
ress.”

Also part of the program are periodic faculty 
surveys “to measure changes in attitudes 
toward their personal growth and collabo-
ration in professional development,” Mrs. 
Slovin said.

The process is gradual, but students and 
teachers alike are seeing new developments 
in the classrooms. In fact, Maimonides has 
been held up as a model for other potential 
B’Yadenu participants.  “We were asked to 
present at a B’Yadenu meeting for represen-
tatives from other schools in other parts of 
the country,” Mr. Ehrlich said. Maimonides 
B’Yadenu delegates also presented at the 
recent National Jewish Day School Confer-
ence in Philadelphia.

(This is one in an occasional series on the 
implementation of B’Yadenu.)

B'Yadenu Striving to Meet Needs of All Learners
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Seventh graders perform daglanut on the Saval Campus courtyard. The precision routine with flags is a staple of Yom Ha'Atzmaut at Maimonides.
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“Learning about the true definition of tzniut was 
eye-opening. It made me realize that it's not just 
about an aesthetic representation of ourselves 
(i.e., clothing), but rather portraying ourselves in 
a way that reflects our inner qualities and Torah 
values…This was a refreshing and intellectual 
approach to explaining the basis of tzniut, and I 
am excited to learn more about this misunder-
stood topic.” 

The sentiments of Shifra Berg ’15, shared in the 
Upper School newsletter, reflect positive results 
achieved so far by a current four-part lecture 
series for Upper School students that aims to 
clarify the meaning and role of tzniut. 

The approach was directed by the All-School 
Administrative Team, as an educational response 
to concerns about the school’s dress code. 
Limudei kodesh teacher Karyn Spero coordi-
nates the program, which is a team effort. Also 
involved are Amy Rosen, who heads the Student 
Life Team; Molly Boynton, Upper School social 
worker; Molly’s Middle School colleague Alissa 
Ovadia; Barry Ehrlich, director of curriculum and 
instruction; and Brian Cohen, associate principal, 
Middle School.

Each session differed in format, Ms. Spero ex-
plained, with instructors and facilitators working 
with the entire Upper School, single grades or 
genders, or in small groups, depending on the 
topic. “There was no specific definition of the 
word/concept of tzniut used for the baseline of 
the program,” Ms. Spero continued. “The goal 
of the first session was to rethink their under-
standing and possible pre-conceived ideas of 
tzniut, based on the various Jewish sources on 
a chevruta/group learning sheet that I prepared 
for them to learn and discuss together.”  

The session, taught by Ms. Spero and Rabbi Dov 
Huff, was designed as an introduction, stress-
ing that “the concept of tzniut as such a central 
value is about more than what we wear,” said Ms. 
Spero. Students and teachers explored sources 
in the Torah and rabbinic literature for references 
to tzniut. Many students were surprised to find 
that most of the concern is not about clothing 
and dress, Ms. Spero reported.

“By the end of the session I asked them to 
come up with their own definition based on 
the sources.  In other words, rather than define 
tzniut for them, I wanted them to define tzniut 
based on the sources they, themselves, un-
packed together.” 

An earlier student survey was designed to elicit 
preconceptions. The question presented was: 
What is the first thing you think of when you 

hear the word tzniut? “I started out my session 
with some of the most common responses, 
which had to do primarily with dress,” Ms. Spero 
said.

Now many students will testify that tzniut refers 
to qualities such as humility, selflessness, and 
compassion for others. 

The next time the students gathered, the focus 
was on context and expectations regarding 
ways of dress. There are social and professional 
standards to meet in any community, Ms. Spero 
said. The presentation was handled by Scott 
Mattoon, Middle and Upper School general 
studies principal, and Amy Rosen, head of the 
Student Life Team.

In April the Middle and Upper School social 
workers, backed by administrators, conducted a 
session on “students’ perception of self,” person-
ally and externally, Ms. Spero said. Questions ad-
dressed were: How do you see yourself? How do 
you want others to perceive you? "Talking about 
this as a value opened up a good opportunity 
to get students to think about their self-image 
and what's important to them as an individual," 
Ms. Boynton observed. "As our team planned 
our session, we looked to focus on ways to get 
students to think about where tzniut and other 
values align with how they see themselves, how 
they see their community at school, and how 
they see the bigger context of society."

The final session will concentrate on the halakhic 
component, said Ms. Spero. She will work with  
Assistant Principal Rabbi Dov Huff in a gender-
separated program that includes identifying 
halakhot that dictate parts of the dress code.

“We will explore sources and engage in a dis-
cussion,” Ms. Spero said. “I’m sure there will be 
questions and challenges. We want the students 
to grapple with this.”

Upper School Lectures Focus
On Meaning and Role of Tzniut
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Reliable Referral Launches Jewish Journey

Chantal and Amos Lawrence and sons 
Jared Kraay and Zevi moved to Brookline 
from Charleston, SC in 2010 — specifically 
to join the Maimonides School community. 
After almost five years, it appears to have 
been the right move.

That’s actually an understatement.

Mrs. Lawrence said that immediately after 
graduating with the Class of 2014, “Jared 
declared, ‘Thank you so much. You guys 
really did the right thing.’ This was very 
gratifying to hear, because life had also 
been very good in Charleston, SC. It came 
down to the network of friends and the in-
frastructure of a larger Jewish community.”

Zevi is finishing sixth grade, and “is really 
excited to be in Middle School. He feels 
connections that are more than the every-
day routine of academics,” she continued. 
“His eyes light up; he is inspired.”

The Lawrences were part of a small, enthu-
siastic observant community in Charleston 
led by Rabbi David and Rebbetzin Barbara 
Radinsky, a 1961 Maimonides graduate. 
“Our children were in a wonderful school in 
Charleston,” Mrs. Lawrence recounted. “We 
really invested so much in the school, per-
sonally and emotionally, and we wanted 
that to continue.” But after middle school, 

there was no high school.  The options 
were a secular school or boarding out of 
town. The Lawrences began to consider a 
third choice: relocating.

They would often share Shabbat dinners at 
the Radinsky household — which included 
Barbara’s mother, Frieda (Abelow) Cooper. 
Mrs. Cooper, who passed away a few weeks 
ago at the age of 104, was a committed 
volunteer for Maimonides School from its 
inception. “She would tell us about Mai-
monides, and how she went from door to 
door to raise money,” Mrs. Lawrence said, 
adding, “That influenced our Jewish jour-
ney in many ways as a family.”

“We didn’t want our children to grow up 
in isolation,” she explained. “We very much 
were looking for a home-school connec-
tion that was congruent.” They checked out 
several cities, and “when we came to visit 
Maimonides it immediately felt like the 
right fit.”

The Lawrences spent some summers 
vacationing in Maine so they were aware 
of the Boston community. They visited 
Maimonides in 2009. “What especially 
impressed me was that the students were 
so friendly and welcoming, such bright, 
warm faces,” Mrs. Lawrence said. “It felt like 
something was very real.”

Jared reinforced these feelings when he 
returned from a session at Camp Moshava 
in Pennsylvania. Mrs. Lawrence said that he 
reported to his parents, “The Maimonides 
kids are the nicest kids at camp.” She said 
she has heard similar assessments from 
friends with children learning in Israeli 
post-graduate programs.

“We sacrificed a lot to come here — and we 
feel like it was so worth it,” Mrs. Lawrence 
asserted.

The school’s academic excellence was 
no surprise, and the impact of individual 
teachers was beyond even their high 
expectations. Indeed, Jared spoke at a 
faculty meeting shortly before gradua-
tion and said, “Every time I approached a 
teacher with a proposal or a question, I was 
told not only that I can, but that he or she 
would help me…Faculty dedication trans-
forms my high school teachers into lifelong 
supporters.”

“Our children have friends who are really 
lifelong connections,” Mrs. Lawrence said 
“Zevi was concerned about his first day 
in second grade, but at his first day in the 
Maimonides Kehillah he was invited to a 
friend’s house overnight.”

“Sometimes we find our children and their 
friends studying Torah — in the middle of 
the night. This is what they choose to do as 
friends. This is why we came to Brookline, 
rather than exposing them to the pressures 
of a secular school.”

Mrs. Lawrence directs the Jewish Commu-
nity Center’s Brookline-Brighton preschool. 
Her husband, Amos, is a violinist who 
serves as concertmaster of the Brookline 
Symphony Orchestra. His contract stipu-
lates that he doesn’t play on Shabbat or 
Yom Tov. He studied with the legendary 
Ivan Galamian, who taught at the Juilliard 
School and the Curtis Institute for over 40 
years. Amos has recently written a book 
about violin technique called Double Stop 
Concepts. He has many private students 
and plays in other groups.

This year the Lawrences are serving as the 
Boston home for Maimonides junior Gavri-
el Amati of Rome, Italy. “When we heard 
someone wanted to come here from Rome, 
we said we want to give him the same op-
portunity we had,” said Mrs. Lawrence. “We 
watched him come into this community 
and be absorbed and treated with such 
hospitality and respect and love.”

Jared Kraay (left) and his brother Zevi Lawrence
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Reliable Referral Launches Jewish Journey

Senior Trip to AIPAC

Middle School teacher Aliza Baronofsky 
calls herself “the impresario for collabora-
tion.” 

That’s because she is coordinating a 
ground-breaking interdisciplinary course of 
study in the Middle School at Maimonides, 
integrating Judaic studies and the so-
called STEM courses (science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics). 

“I always had Middle School interdisciplin-
ary efforts between STEM and limudei 
kodesh in mind,” said Mrs. Baronofsky, who 
teaches Chumash and math and has been 
part of the faculty STEM team for three 
years. 

Previous experiences have been on a small 
scale, the teacher said: calculating the di-
mensions of a circular sukkah, for example, 
or the surface of the mizbeach. 

The sixth grade segment was launched 
in January, when science teacher Katie 
Smith began teaching about the phases 
of the moon. She incorporated not only 
“the physical experience of looking at 
the moon,” Mrs. Baronofsky said, but also 
assigned the students to photograph the 
moon on two successive nights in late 
January, just after Rosh Chodesh Adar.

Rabbi Yakov Beker then taught his sixth 
graders a mishnah in Rosh Hashanah 2:8 
about rabbinic authority and decision-
making. “It’s a mishnah that he does not 
usually teach, about witnesses who come 
to say they saw the moon. The debate in 
the mishnah is based on what would be 
possible to see, given the phases of the 
moon,” Mrs. Baronofsky said. “But you really 
need to know the science of the phases of 
the moon to understand the mishnah.” The 

“driving ques-
tion,” she said, 
is “how did the 
science of the 
phases of the 
moon impact 
halakhah?”

Sixth graders also 
“will learn about 
the halakhah 
of davening in 
space, and Shab-
bat in space,” 
Mrs. Baronofsky 
noted. Rabbi 
Mordechai Soskil, 
Middle and Up-
per School Judaic 
studies principal, 
will serve as a guest lecturer, as “he has 
taught this before,” Mrs. Baronofsky said. 
“And it’s now not just a hypothetical ques-
tion.”

“Everyone is really excited about this,” Mrs. 
Baronofsky stated. “When people teaching 
have genuine enthusiasm for the subject, 
it’s really contagious.”

The current expansion is facilitated by 
this being a shmittah year in Israel, Mrs. Bar-
onofsky noted.  “This is our most ambitious 
attempt, after more than a year of discus-
sion. All the teachers are putting in a lot of 
effort. They are eager to make this work.”

The interdisciplinary program for Grade 7 
focused on the agricultural components of 
shmittah, Mrs. Baronofsky said; “Shmittah is 
not just an independent concept; it’s part 
of a context.” Rabbi Avinoam Durani and 
Mrs. Stephanie Samuels taught the limudei 

kodesh component. Science teacher Mr. 
Ken Rosenstein also taught a unit that in-
cluded “addressing the importance of rest 
in the human body.” 

The focus for eighth graders was the eco-
nomics of shmittah, Mrs. Baronofsky said. 
She taught her Chumash students about 
the agricultural components, and Mr. David 
Fischer focused on soil and its nutrients. 
Mrs. Baronofsky also included “translation 
of some text by Rav (Abraham Isaac) Kook,” 
chief rabbi of pre-state Israel, when agricul-
ture was the pillar of the region’s economy.

To illustrate the nature of daily life during 
the shmittah year, Mrs. Baronofsky ar-
ranged for a Skype presentation by Leket 
Israel, the country’s largest food rescue 
organization, about the importance of its 
agricultural work.

Torah and STEM: A Vibrant Collaboration 

Danya Gewurz (left), Grade 8, shares insights with sixth graders as part of the Middle School 
interdisciplinary program.

He felt the experience was a strong comple-
ment to the seniors’ Israel advocacy classes, 
several of which were tailored to the experi-
ence. The seniors also met with regional 
AIPAC officials in advance. 

“We asked a lot from the kids, and they 
delivered,” Rabbi Soskil said. “They acted 
professionally, and lobbied their congress-
men as a dynamic, informed group of 
young adults.”

Senior Debbie Baskir said the magnitude 
of the conference “made me realize the 
power of united support for Israel. Being 
there showed me the incredible message of 
unity and the real potential for what we can 
accomplish if we work together to secure 
Israel's future for the better.”

Her classmate Ariel Goldman recalled the 
scene following Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu's speech to Congress on the 
last day of the conference: “I saw over 70, 80 
percent of my grade vigorously discussing 
the speech. It was clear that they cared very 
much. It made me really proud of my grade.  

It shows how much of a profound impact 
the policy conference had on everyone, and 
what a valuable experience it was.”

Senior Hannah Stanhill said Prime Minis-
ter Netanyahu’s speech to the conference 
was a personal highlight. “Being in the 
room, and being a part of the crowd when 
everyone was reacting to his speech, was 
incredibly powerful and really highlighted 
just how important Israel is,” she stated.

 “After AIPAC,” said senior Leah Feder, “I feel 
more confident in supporting Israel and 
have proof and reasons to back it up.”

continued from page 1
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CLASS NOTES
Contact Mike Rosenberg (617) 232-4452 x405, mike@maimonides.org to share your news or if you would like to serve as a class 
secretary.  

1958 
Mazal tov to Eleanore (Stern) Weiner on 
the bat mitzvah of her granddaughter, 
Ezri Kahn.

1966 
Mazal tov to Ethel Chaya (Leder) and 
Feivel Igel on the birth of their grand-
daughter.

1967 
Mazal tov to Hadassah (Schonfeld) 
Tatelman on the birth of her grandson, 
Avram. Parents are Aryeh and Orit (Tatel-
man) Brueckheimer ’96. 

1969 
Mazal tov to 

Shira and Dr. Asher Leeder on the birth 
of their grandson, Shraga. Parents are Suri 
(Leeder) ’98 and Menachem Bernstein. 

Shari (Berger) and Dr. Ira Michaelson 
on the engagement of their daughter, 
Melody ’07, to David Hermel.

1971 
Mazal tov to Ryna (Gindsberg) and Dr. 
Mordechai Kedar on the birth of their 
granddaughter.

1973 
Mazal tov to Tobi and Rabbi Zvi Fried-
man on the birth of their grandson.

1974 
Mazal tov to

Elissa Koolyk ’74 and Dr. Alfred Neuget 
on the marriage of their daughter Tali to 
Gadi Reisman, son of Tziporah (Halbfin-
ger) ’80 and David Reisman. 

Debra (Weiner) and Jay Solomont on 
the birth of their grandson.

1975 
Mazal tov to

Judy and Jonathan Chiel on the marriage 
of their son Harry ’09 to Zoe Tabachnick.

Joy (Singer) and Michael Sydney on 
the birth of their granddaughter, Ophira 
Pearl. Parents are Melissa Sydney ’97 and 
Adam Marshak.

1978
Mazal tov to Leah (Rosenfield) and Dr. 
Hylton Lightman on the birth of a grand-
daughter, Sara Tema, and the bar mitzvah 
of their son, Elimelech.

1980
Mazal tov to 

Joanne (Kranz) and Ephraim Zayat on 
the marriage of their daughter, Ashley.

Tziporah (Halbfinger) and David Reis-
man on the engagement of their daugh-
ter, Shani, and on the marriage of their 
son Gadi to Tali Koolyk, daughter of Elissa 
Koolyk ’74 and Dr. Alfred Neuget. 

1982
Mazal tov to Leya and Rabbi Fyvel Shus-
ter on the engagement of their daughter 
Ahuva to Yitzy Lebovitz.

1991
Mazal tov to Hillary (Black) and Ryan 
Daly on the birth of their daughter, Brynn 
Elizabeth. Grandmother is Nancy Black.

1995 
Mazal tov to

Miriam (Gerver) and Yochanan Donath 
on the birth of their daughter, Gila 
Elisheva. Grandparents are Deborah and 
Michael Gerver.

Rabbi Levi Mostofsky on his marriage 
to Yifat Raz. Levi is the son of Rita and Dr. 
David Mostofsky.

Dr. Chava Zibman and Al Rubenstein 
on the birth of their son, Ross Emanuel. 
Grandparents are Nancy and Ray Zibman.

1996 
Mazal tov to

Varda (Weinstock) and Mark Berkson on 
the birth of their son, Hillel Natan. Grand-
parents are Nina and Matthew Weinstock. 

Orit (Tatelman) and Aryeh Brueck-
heimer on the birth of their son, Avram. 
Grandparents are Hadassah (Schonfeld)
Tatelman ’67 and Paul Tatelman.

Erica (Bogdansky) and Reuben Scherzer 
on the birth of their son Jordan. Grandpar-
ents are Betsy and Allan Bogdansky.

Adina and Ari Shrage on the birth of their 
daughter, Liat Sara. Grandparents are Ellie 
and Barry Shrage.

1997 
Mazal tov to

Drs. Ilana (Hefter) and Joseph Feuer-
stein on the birth of their daughter, Bat 
Sheva Kayla. Grandparents are Brenda 
and Dr. Jesse Hefter and Mimi and Henry 
Feuerstein.

Melissa Sydney and Adam Marshak on 
the birth of their daughter, Ophira Pearl. 
Grandparents are Joy (Singer) ’75 and 
Michael Sydney.

Dahlia and Dr. Yoni Weinberg on the 

birth of their daughter, Merav Ruthie. 
Grandparents are Sharon and Aaron 
Weinberg.

1998 
Mazal tov to 

Suri (Leeder) and Menachem Bern-
stein on the birth of their son, Shraga. 
Grandparents are Shira and Dr. Asher 
Leeder ’69.

Elyssa and Daniel Bloom on the birth of 
their daughter, Hannah Rebecca. Grand-
parents are Shelly and Harry Bloom.

Miriam (Vishniavsky) and Yechiel Cohen 
on the birth of their daughter, Tzipora 
Fayga. Grandparents are Ruth and Dr. 
Nahum Vishniavsky.

Elisheva Klein-Green and Rabbi Yaakov 
Green on the birth of their daughter, Li-
elle Hadassah. Grandfather is Ralph Green.

Chaya and Toby Kram on the birth of 
their daughter, Batya Rivka. Grandparents 
are Debbie Kram and Norman Kram.

1999 
Mazal tov to 

Israela (Levine) and Mayer Kahan on 
the birth of their son, Yishai Mordechai. 
Grandparents are Tobie and Dr. Robert 
Levine.

Dalia and Rabbi Max Davis on the birth 
of twin daughters. Grandparents are Dr. 
Linda and Jonathan Davis. 

2000 
Mazal tov to

Rachel and Solomon Redlich on the 
birth of their son, Avi Benjamin. Grandpar-
ents are Faith and Mark Redlich.

Leah and Rabbi Shmuel Segal on the 
birth of their son, Avraham Netanal. 
Grandparents are Tovah and Rabbi Ger-
shon Segal.

2001
Mazal tov to 

Avital and Ilya Pittel on the birth of their 
son, Gilad Aviv. Grandparents are Elena 
and Arkady Pittel.

Ariel Mayse and Adina Polen on the 
birth of their son, Menahem Nahum 
Eliyahu. Grandparents are Lauri and Rabbi 
Nehemia Polen.

Fradie (Stramer) and David Steltzer 
on the birth of their son, Raphael Meyer. 
Grandparents are Evelyn and Chaim 
Stramer.

2003
Mazal tov to

Sarah and Rabbi Noah Cheses on the 

birth of their daughter, Orly Sivan. Grand-
parents are Nechama and Aryeh Cheses.

Debra (Brody) and Yisroel Daitchman 
on the birth of their daughter, Rebecca 
Mae. Grandparents are Karen Brody and 
Abraham Brody.

2004
Mazal tov to Esther and Yosi Farbstein 
on the birth of their daughter, Talia Riv. 
Grandparents are Tzivia and Avraham 
Farbstein.

2005
Mazal tov to

Tobi (Betesh) and Girum Abay on the 
birth of their daughter, Yali Kassaye. 
Grandparents are Debbie and Victor 
Betesh.  

Benjamin Barnhart on his engagement 
to Ashley Cohen. Ben is the son of Arlene 
and Jerad Barnhart.

Elinoah and Shimmy Goldish on the 
birth of their son, Yisrael Akiva. Grandpar-
ents are Anne and Daniel Goldish. 

2006
Mazal tov to 

Michal Fuld on her engagement to 
Noam Weinberger. Michal is the daughter 
of Suzi and Lenny Fuld.

Tova (Kelman) and Moshe Lerer on the 
birth of their daughter, Annabelle Hadas-
sah. Grandparents are Liora and Rabbi 
Avraham Kelman.

Tamar (Kram) and Effy Shafner on the 
birth of their son, Nadav Yitzchak. Grand-
parents are Debbie Kram and Norman 
Kram, and Rosalyn and Samuel Shafner.

Ronit Broekman and Rafi Kaufman on 
the birth of their son. Grandparents are 
Amy Levine and David Kaufman.

2007
Mazal tov to

Meirav Gebler on her marriage to Jeff 
Ong. Meirav is the daughter of David 
Gebler.

Melody Michaelson on her engage-
ment to David Hermel. Melody is the 
daughter of Shari (Berger) ’69 and Dr. Ira 
Michaelson.

Bela (Lawless) and Steve Schloss on 
the birth of their daughter, Sarah Emma. 
Grandmother is Judith Brooks.

Alyse Schongold on her marriage to 
Robert Morgenstern. Alyse is the daughter 
of Eileen and Steven Schongold.

2008
Mazal tov to Elisheva Stark on her 
engagement to Adam Bir. Elisheva is 
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the daughter of Miriam Abrams-Stark and 
Marvin Stark.

2009
Mazal tov to 

Harry Chiel on his marriage to Zoe Tabach-
nick. Harry is the son of Judy and Jonathan 
Chiel ’75.

Elisa Zisblatt on her engagement to Adam 
Rhodes. Elisa is the daughter of Drs. Laura 
and Samuel Zisblatt.

2010
Mazal tov to Yiriel Liss on his marriage to 
Leah Nunberg. Yiriel is the son of Mindy and 
Martin Liss.

2012
Mazal tov to Hanah Geller on her engage-
ment to Aviv Arusi. Hanah is the daughter of 
Sandi and Dr. Dan Geller.

 CONDOLENCES

Alexandra (Farkas) Mitman ’71 on the loss of 
her beloved father, William Farkas, z”l.

Martelle Gavarin ‘66 and Barry Gavarin ‘69 on 
the loss of their beloved mother, Dr. Miriam 
Gavarin, z"l.

Rebecca Jacobs ’74, Abby (Jacobs) Wyscho-
grod ’75 and Sarah Jacobs ’78 on the loss of 
their beloved mother, Mrs. Tzipporah Jacobs, 
z”l.

Meira (Katz) Davis ’65, Yonina (Katz) Langer 
’67, Debra (Katz) Cohen ’69 and Naty Katz 
’73 on the loss of their beloved father, Erwin 
Katz, z”l.

Jerry Rosenkranz ’64 and Judy (Rosenkranz) 
Siderer on the loss of their beloved mother, 
Mrs. Doris Rosenkranz, z”l.

Julia Packer, z”l

The Maimonides School community was 
profoundly saddened by the passing of Julia 
Packer, z”l, a member of the Class of 2011, 
on January 31. Julia attended Midreshet 
Emunah V’Omanut, which integrates Torah 
learning and the arts. She was a student at 
Stern College of Yeshiva University, enrolled 
in a joint program with the Fashion Institute 
of Technology. A studio art and fashion 
design major, she also played volleyball at 
Stern. Julia is survived by her parents and 
five siblings: Sam, Jonathan, Tamara, Lyuda, 
and Uri.

“I feel that this is my home, that all those children form one large family, one household.”

The words of Rabbi Dr. Joseph B. Soloveitchik, zt”l, founder of Maimonides School, were 
spoken more than 40 years ago. But they resonate as clearly today.

As the school’s 2015 Annual Campaign gets underway this month, that metaphor of the 
school as a family embraces not only students and teachers, but also everyone who is 
committed to continued educational excellence at Maimonides. Indeed, the theme of this 
campaign is, “Strengthening the next Jewish generation…together.”

The annual campaign is an essential component of the school’s financial landscape. Phil-
anthropic dollars are instrumental in realizing the school’s efforts to nurture all learners, 
inspire critical thinkers, and put chesed into action, all on a foundation of Torah and mid-
dot.

The hundreds of voluntary donations that comprise the campaign — at all giving levels —  
are building blocks of significant categories of the school’s budget, from teacher salaries 
and professional development to financial assistance (about half of our families receive 
some aid) and cutting-edge technology, from Shabbatonim to athletics and robotics.

The campaign continues through June 30 with a goal of $1.7 million. Donations may be 
made through the school website (www.maimonides.org), by mail, or by contacting Ellen 
Pulda in the Development Office (epulda@maimonides.org, 617-232-4452, ext. 423).

A Family Campaign
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OCK TRIAL FALLS SHORT — 
BARELY The Maimonides mock 
trial team lost by a single point 
to eventual state champion Win-

sor School in the second tie-breaking trial 
following an undefeated three-trial pre-
liminary round. Maimonides prevailed over 
Boston Latin School, Boston College High 
School and Brookline High School before 
falling just short against Winsor, which has 
now won three straight championships. Co-
captains of the 2015 team are Avital Fried 
and Hannah Stanhill. Other seniors who 
have completed their mock trial careers are 
Debbie Baskir, Austin Edelman, Jacob Fine, 
Joey Offen and Davey Schoenberg. 

ATH OLYmpIAd SuCCESS For 
the first time in five years, two 
Maimonides School students 
have been recognized for 

outstanding achievement in the Massachu-
setts Association of Mathematics Leagues 
annual Olympiad Level One competition. 
Senior Davey Schoenberg and freshman 
Benni Trachtenberg received certificates for 
their accomplishments. Benni's result was 
the second-best for a Maimonides student 
below grade 10 in more than 20 years. The 
exam was administered in October.  

HIdON HATANACH SuCCESS  
Grade 9 student Elad Jeselsohn is 
champion of the Greater Northeast 

Region of the national Chidon HaTanach, 
thanks to his near-perfect performance on 
the preliminary examination. Elad answered 
95 percent of the questions correctly, and 
has qualified for the May 3 national Chidon 
finals along with three other high-scoring 
fellow students: sophomores Dina Cohn 
and Eitan Jeselsohn and eighth grader 
Joshua Schoenberg, who is taking the test 
at the middle school level. Greater North-

east Region includes schools in New Eng-
land, Pennsylvania and Maryland. This year's 
Bible Contest requires students to master 
the books of Shemot, Shmuel Alef, Trei Asar 
and Esther, said Rabbi Yaakov Jaffe, Upper 
School limudei kodesh teacher, who serves 
as coach of the Chidon team. 

EW ACTIVITIES BLOSSOmING 
The Student Life Team has been 
encouraging students to convert 
their interests to new extracurricu-

lar activities. The result is three new Upper 
School clubs underway this spring. The 
Running Club is open to all Upper School 
students, regardless of experience, and will 
focus on the educational component of 
running. Music is Medicine will bring stu-
dent musicians to local children’s hospitals 
to perform to help lift patients’ spirits. The 
Legal Society plans to host speakers from 
the legal community, as well as learn about 

and discuss important legal issues of the 
day. There are now more than 30 activities 
(not counting athletics) administered by 
Student Life.

LumNuS SpONSORS CHILdREN’S 
SIdduR A new siddur designed 
for Elementary School children 

was presented to each student in Grades 
3, 4, and 5, thanks to the generosity of a 
1974 graduate. Kenny Wintman dedicated 
the siddurim in memory of Erwin Katz, z”l, 
beloved father of Head of School Naty Katz 
and a longtime Board member. During the 
dedication ceremony, Mr. Katz spoke of Mr. 
Wintman’s connection to the Katz family 
and said the donation is particularly mean-
ingful. He also noted that Mr. Wintman and 
his parents, Abe and Sylvia Wintman, had 
a close relationship with Rabbi Dr. Joseph 
B. Soloveitchik, zt”l, Maimonides School 
founder.
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Kenny Wintman '74 (rear, third from left) joins Grades 3-5 students and teachers who gathered in the Brener Building gymna-
sium to thank him for his gift of new siddurim.


