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“Everyone Can Succeed in M a t h ” 

WINTER 2013  •  xc`-zay-zah
 K O L  R A M B A M

Maimonides School teacher Efrat Lipshitz joins her son Neri, left, and his Kindergarten classmate 
Daniel Wald during an activity at the recent Math in Action afternoon in the Elementary School
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Maimonides School’s elementary math-
ematics coordinator, Debbie Shein-Gerson, 
is a dedicated, passionate educator who 
believes that learning mathematics is 
an active and engaging experience and 
should be accessible to each and every stu-
dent. That is what’s happening right here in 
the Brener Building. 

Ms. Shein-Gerson, formerly the mathemat-
ics coordinator in both the Brookline and
Weston public schools, is in her third year
at Maimonides. She is a 32-year veteran of
public school education, including 11 years
as an elementary classroom teacher.

“Mathematics is not a spectator sport. 
Everyone participates,” Ms. Shein-Gerson 
asserts. “Excellent mathematics instruc-
tion has a look, a sound and a feel. My 

goal is that when I go into a classroom, the 
students are doing math, fully participat-
ing, actively listening, mentally engaged, 
asking questions, and using manipulatives 
or other such tools.” 

Since Ms. Shein-Gerson has begun,  “We
have seen huge differences in mathematics
learning and teaching. We have raised the
bar and raised expectations,” she states.

“Debra has made math come alive at Mai-
monides,” said Rabbi David Saltzman, Ele-
mentary School principal. “Her enthusiasm, 
persistence and collaboration have truly 
enhanced the math program, and more 
importantly, our students’ engagement and 
understanding in all areas of math.” 

“Some people think that one is born smart 
in math,” she said. “My core belief is that 
everyone can succeed in mathematics.  We 
are constantly assessing and monitoring 
students’ work so that no child can really 
get left behind.”

“The Common Core State Standards for 
Mathematics provides an overview of 
mathematics content and practices for 
every grade, K-12. This document has been 
adopted by public schools in 44 states as 
well as many independent schools. It is a 
very forward-thinking document, and is 
aimed at preparing students for the 21st 
century. Here at Maimonides, we are trying 
to create an environment in the classroom 
that gives students what they need in order 
to meet the challenges ahead of them. “

Think Math is the commercial program that 
is being used in the elementary grades in 
order to meet the standards articulated in 
the Common Core. The overarching objec-

tives are problem-solving and reasoning, 
conceptual development and computa-
tional fluency. Features of the program 
include innovative instruction, built-in 
professional development and problem-
solving for differentiated instruction. “Last 
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Kabbalat Shabbat begins early in Saval Auditorium 
these days.  On a recent Friday morning, amidst the 
breakfast rush, more than a dozen Upper School 
students listened and joined in as Rabbi Dov 
Huff  ‘00, assistant principal, strummed his guitar 
and sang a Shlomo Katz niggun. The enclave 
expanded as other students and a principal or 
two pulled up chairs. 

Almost every week, Rabbi Huff recruits an 
Upper School Talmud section to make cholent 

on Thursday afternoon. The mixture cooks 
overnight, and “on Friday morning the aroma 
gets kids excited. They feel Shabbos is coming.”  
When Friday’s class time arrives, “I go into the 
Talmud class, give a dvar Torah, teach them a 
song, and enjoy the cholent.” 

Rabbi Huff, a 2000 Maimonides graduate, said 
he launched the feature about a year ago “when 
I realized the school needs more cholent.” 
More seriously, he said he introduced the new 
tradition last year, “trying to recreate my yeshiva 
experience in some ways.”

“My rebbe at Gush (Yeshivat Har Etzion in Israel) 
would have us over on Wednesday nights for 
leftover cholent. We would talk Torah, and it 
was an atmosphere of kids having a spiritual 
experience,” he recounted.

“In yeshiva you have that spiritual shalosh-
seudos experience — everyone sitting together, 
singing and divrei Torah. Those are the things 
that make an impression.”

The package “has to be grounded in the dvar 
Torah,” Rabbi Huff emphasized. “That’s not an 
external thing. The inspiration comes out of 
limmud Torah.”

There are immediate satisfactions, Rabbi Huff 
pointed out. “I love it when kids come to me 
and ask, ‘Where’s the cholent this week?’ And 
later, everyone tries to run out of class to get the 

leftovers. As I walk through 
the hall, I constantly hear, 
‘Teach us a song.’ I tell myself 
that it’s because they want 
to enjoy the Erev Shabbos 
spirituality, and not that they 
want to get out of class.”

More seriously, there are 
long-term benefits. “These 
are the moments that the 
kids will remember,” Rabbi 
Huff predicted. “When they 
consider the overall spiritual 
experience that they had at 
Maimonides, this will frame it 
as positive and meaningful. 
It enhances all the Torah they 
learned, and hopefully their 
tefillot in shul.”

Rabbi Huff noted that as a Maimonides student, 
“I learned a tremendous amount of Torah. But 
it didn’t always click until I got to Israel. So now 
I look for even more inspiration within these 
walls. That’s a recipe for increased spirituality.”

“Usually kids from the class come and chop the 
potatoes and spice up the cholent. It’s a team 
effort that probably takes about 10 minutes.” 
(Posted prominently in the kitchen is Rabbi 
Huff’s five-step guide to cleaning a cholent pot.)

Rabbi Huff also was the originator of the Grade 
8 Shabbaton when he taught in the Middle 
School. Now affectionately known as the 
Huffaton, the annual event “is not only totally 
experiential, it is about responsibility. Students 
take leadership roles in all different areas, from 
leading davening to baking challah to setting 
tables.”

Jack Fidler with Simon Kangoun ‘17
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Math Curriculum

year we piloted the program, and this is 
our first year of full implementation,” she 
said. 

Ms. Shein-Gerson stresses the Common 
Core’s eight mathematical “practices” 
as ways of thinking and habits of mind 
of mathematically proficient students. 
These practices include constructing vi-
able arguments, reasoning qualitatively, 
persevering, finding and using patterns, 
communicating precisely and using the 

right tools. “In the old days it was just 
‘compute’ and solve at a superficial level,” 
she said. “Now we want students to have 
deep conceptual understanding so that 
they are confident to tackle non-routine 
problems that take them beyond merely 
computing and solving.”  

“The paper-and-pencil homework doesn’t 
represent all that is happening in the 
classroom,” Ms. Shein-Gerson states. 
“It’s not just a teacher standing in front 
of students telling students what to do.  
There is interaction between and among 
students and teachers, and a great deal of 

exploration interwoven with mathemati-
cal discourse.” 

“I think students learn much better when 
they’re in a group of four or five, and the 
groups are monitored by adults,” she said, 
applauding the efforts of the two senior 
Elementary School classroom teachers, 
Elaine Geracht and Donna Verdun, both of 
whom now work as mathematics support 
specialists. 

Ms. Shein-Gerson also stresses the value 
of technology in the classroom, citing the 
FaSTTmath software that provides indi-
vidualized practice beginning in grade 2.

Maimonides Middle School English 
teacher Jack Fidler spent 30 years in the 
banking industry, moving steadily up the 
ladder from teller to the vice presidential 
level.

Then the fun really started. “I woke up one 
morning and said, ‘I want to teach middle 
school — and I want to be good at it.’ “

Now in his fifth year at Maimonides, Mr. 
Fidler has realized his goal. “There are 
so many times I have told myself that if 
I could pick a single job on the planet, I 
want to be teaching Middle School hu-
manities at Maimonides,” he asserted. “It’s 
like a perfect sweet spot. and I know I add 
something to the life experience of the 
Maimonides student population.”

“Students in Mr. Fidler’s classes delve 
deeply into literature, learning as much to 
uncover and practice the many layers of 
writing convention as they do their own 
reactions to it,” said Brian Cohen, Middle 
School director. “Mr. Fidler is joyful and 
welcoming to students, and so they seek 
him out during their free times for guid-
ance and frank conversation.”  

Mr. Fidler went to Dartmouth College, 
where he became involved with the 
student radio station.  “I decided that 
was what I wanted to be,” he said, and 
after graduation landed a job up north in 
Littleton, NH, playing music and covering 
high school sports. “I was the big enter-
tainment option,” he laughed.

aiming for a bigger market, he arrived 
in Boston with audio tapes, taking an 
interim job at a bank. He ended up with a 
career with several banks, culminating as 
chief technology officer.

after his epiphany, Mr. Fidler left his job 

“cold turkey” and enrolled in an intensive 
master’s program at Lesley University, 
finishing the two-year course of study 
in 14 months. That included a “fantastic 
year” as a student teacher at Brookline’s 
Baker School. “Banking can be high stress, 
but the first time I stood in front of young 
people to teach them, the stress level was 
even higher…until I realized I was in my 
element.” 

His first teaching job began when he 
joined the Maimonides faculty in Septem-
ber 2007.

This academic year Mr. Fidler is teaching 
three sections of seventh-grade English 
and two more for eighth graders. He also 
serves as the Grade 8 dean, directs the 
Middle School play (this year it was Our 
Town) and is a mentor in one of the fac-
ulty’s collaborative learning communities.

“Mr. Fidler nearly single-handedly guides 
a cast of committed students from 
tryouts through practice sessions and 
final performances,” said Mr. Cohen.  “as a 
grade dean, he is one of the true leaders 
of the Middle School, having a great hand 
in much of the planning and wonderful 
programming we offer our students.”  

also in 2012-13, his first cohort of stu-
dents has reached Grade 12, and that’s “a 
critical mass moment. Now I can identify 
with the entire Middle and Upper School. 
The fruits of my labor are everywhere.”

Mr. Fidler takes the Green Line trolley to 
school every day from his home in New-
ton. He and his wife Jo-Louise allen have 
three children, ages 22, 16 and 12.  

“I love the school, and I love the students 
that I teach,” Mr. Fidler declared. “I am 
amazed that this is where I ended up. “

Kabbalat Shabbat be-
gins early in Saval au-
ditorium these days.

faculty profile: Jack Fidler

Jack Fidler with Simon Kangoun ‘17
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Talia Kesselman ‘10 and her fiance, Amiel Abir

More than a dozen recent Maimonides School graduates 

currently are on active service with the Israel Defense Forces. 

Here is a profile of one of them:

4

Talia Kesselman ’10 is a shooting instruc-
tor, proficient with an M-16, M-4, Tavor 
(TaR21), Micro Tavor, Negev and Mag. 
She is certified in firing automatic and 
semi-automatic weapons as well as a gre-
nade launcher. 

Talia said her decision to join the IDF was 
complicated — indeed, there were sev-
eral influences. “I always wanted to make 
aliyah, and I don’t want to send my chil-
dren to an army that I never served in,” 
she said. “The idea of not doing my part 
made me uncomfortable as a member of 
Am Yisrael. The idea of kol yisrael arevim 
zeh lazeh resonated — knowing that my 
fellow Jewish brothers and sisters were 
fighting across the globe for me and my 
homeland and needing to share the bur-
den, privilege and great responsibility.”

There was also a family standard to 
uphold. “My older sister Elana (arroyo 
’07) has always been a role model for me. 
When she was in the army I would always 
brag about how proud I was of her.” 

Talia also came to a stark realization 
while traveling in Europe after high 
school with classmate Miriam Hutton. 

“Europe was the first time I truly left my 
Jewish bubble of a lifestyle,” Talia said. 
“I was extremely blessed to live such a 
full Jewish life in america so I never felt 
the disconnectedness that is galut. But 
in Europe, the Jewish communities are 
dwindling in numbers and still suffer 
much persecution. For them Israel is a 
true safe haven.” 

“Learning about the rise and fall of Euro-
pean Jewry definitely made an impres-
sion on me and showed me that Israel, 
not Europe or america or anywhere else, 
is the true home for the Jewish people. 

Kosher food was available only in the 
Jewish quarter of the city.” 

Talia enlisted through the IDF’s Tzofim 
Garin Tzabar, designed to provide a sup-
port network. The olim live together on 
a kibbutz while each member serves in 
different places.

“The garin is my family in Israel,” Talia 
asserted. “There are 23 of us — girls and 
boys — and we all share a rakezet and an 
em eem bayit. They take care of us in ev-
ery way: in navigating the aliyah process, 
army bureaucracy, serving us home-
cooked meals and lending us a shoulder 
to cry on. They are there for anything and 
everything.”  Talia is engaged to a mem-
ber of the garin, amiel abir.

“Each chayal on the garin also has a kib-
butz host family. We eat at our family’s 
houses for Shabbat meals and whenever 
we’re home and just want to drop in. 
We all became real family members very 
quickly.”

Talia related that “every Shabbat, who-
ever gets off of base comes back home 
to kibbutz and we all get to spend the 
weekend together. We laugh, cry, brag, 
complain, share stories from the week 
and get to be around people just like us 
who understand us and share our experi-
ences.”

“all of us are considered ‘lone soldiers’ 
because our families aren’t in Israel,” she 
said. “But the support we receive from 
living together in the garin gives us a 
huge family to come back to. a few times 
a year we have a ‘garin Shabbat’ when 
the army is required to let everyone out 
for the weekend and we all get to spend 
Shabbat together. We live for those Shab-
batot.” 

alumni profile 
Talia Kesselman ‘10

board profile 
Raphi Schorr

Raphi Schorr, co-chair of the Develop-
ment Committee, is originally from 
Silver Spring, MD.  after graduating from 
the Hebrew academy of Greater Wash-
ington, Raphi studied at Yeshivat Har 
Etzion in Israel and served in the Israel 
Defense Forces as part of the Machal 
program.  Raphi attended Yeshiva Uni-
versity and received a bachelor’s degree 

from Harvard College and his master’s 
degrees and Ph.D. from MIT.  He and his 
wife, Yonit, are the parents of four chil-
dren, Gavri ‘21, Noam ‘24, Talya ‘26, and 
Eliana.  Raphi works at HighVista Strate-
gies, a Boston-based investment firm 
focused on endowment management.



5

CLASS NOTES

CONDOLENCES

Contact your class secretary (see listings below) to share your news.  If you would like to serve as a class secretary, contact Mike 
Rosenberg (617) 232-4452 x405, mike@maimonides.org to volunteer. 

1965
Mazal tov to Debby (Friedman) and Barry 
Greengart on the birth of a grandson, 
Azaria Cole (see 1991).

1966 
Contact Dr. Tamy (Simon) Chelst, (248) 
353-2268, tamychelst@gmail.com.

Mazal tov to Ethel Chaya (Leder) and 
Feiwel Igel on the birth of their grand-
daughter, Shoshana Liba Brandstatter.

1967 
Mazal tov to Hadassah Tatelman on the 
birth of a granddaughter, Ava (see 1997). 
Hadassah’s father was former Maimonides 
teacher Rabbi Abraham Shonfeld, z”l.

1970 
Contact Gary Cantor, (610) 664-3502,  
gcantor@bm.net.

1971 
Contact Rabbi Dr. Ed Goldstein,  
(516) 295-4118, bernieavi@aol.com.

1973 
Mazal tov to Rabbi Zvi and Tobi Friedman 
on the birth of their grandson, Yisroel Yosef 
Meir Polansky. 

1974 
Contact Jay Solomont (917) 522-8383, 
jay.solomont@gmail.com; or Dani-
ella (Peyser) Teutsch, (201) 379-5408, 
dteutsch@yahoo.com.

1976 
Mazal tov to Lisa (Brecher) and Jeremy 
Aranov on the birth of their granddaugh-
ter, Leah.

1977 
Mazal tov to Rochelle (Katz) and Charles 
Becher on the birth of a grandson, Elyasaf 
Refael Yaniv. 

1988 
Contact Elka Tovah (Menkes) Davidoff, 
(781) 480-4242, etm@theworld.com.  
Class reunion Aug. 11, 2013, in Brook-
line.

1989
Mazal tov to Danny and Tara Leeder on 
the birth of their daughter, Sima (Autumn), 
and on Danny’s recent promotion to 
corporal with the Durham, NC, Police 
Department.

1991 
Mazal tov to Leah (Sokoloff) and Avi 
Greengart on the birth of their son, Azaria 
Cole. 

1995 
Mazal tov to Doron and Malka Simon on 
the birth of their son, Mordechai Aryeh.

1997 
Mazal tov to Dr. Tara (Tatelman) and 
Ashky Hedvat on the birth of their daugh-
ter, Ava.

Mazal tov to Yoni and Dahlia Weinberg on 
the birth of their daughter, Yardena Pearl.

1998 
Mazal tov to Suri (Leeder)  and Men-
achem Bernstein on the birth of their 
daughter, Yocheved.  

1999 
Mazal tov to Atara (Sendor) and Raphael 
Eis on the birth of their daughter, Yonina 
Sara. 

Mazal tov to Blair (Chaletzky) and Joshua 
Dorfman on the birth of their son, Samuel 
Elias.

2000 
Mazal tov to Shuli Roditi-Kulak and David 
Kulak on the birth of their son, Liam Or.

Mazal tov to Solomon Redlich on his mar-
riage to Rachel Biller.

Mazal tov to Lori (Michaelson) and Leon 
Salkin on the birth of their son, Zachary 
Philip. 

Mazal tov to Cecile Zwiebach on her 
engagement to Ehud Barak.

2001 
Mazal tov to Ilya and Avital Pittel on the 
birth of their son, Amichai.

Mazal tov to Jonty and Rachel Rich-Shea 
on the birth of their son, Noah.

2002 
Mazal tov to Dina (Pittel) and Sol Adelsky
on the birth of their son, Ezra Zachary.

Mazal tov to Gila Betesh-Maresky and Ra-
phi Maresky on the birth of their daughter, 
Maya Kinneret. 

Mazal tov to Adam and Ariana Dalezman 
on the birth of their son, Benjamin Aiden.

2003
Mazal tov to Debra Brody on her engage-
ment to Yisroel Daitchman.

Mazal tov to Jenna Short on her engage-
ment to Nimrod Avital.

2005
Mazal tov to Yosef Gillers on his engage-
ment to Sara Schnaidman.

2006
Mazal tov to Tamar (Kram) and Effy Shaf-
ner on the birth of their son, Yosef Amichai.

2007
Mazal tov to Baila Lawless on her engage-
ment to Steve Schloss.

Mazal tov to Abby Vishniavsky on her 
marriage to David Marks. 

2008
Mazal tov to Ashira Gendelman and Avi 
Klausner on their engagement.

2009
Mazal tov to Meira Altabet and Asher 
Zimble on their engagement.

Sandra (Frankel) Bloch ’99 on the loss of her 
beloved father, David Bloch, z”l.

Aryeh ’62, Elimelech ’65 and Ephraim 
Lamdan on the loss of their beloved father, 
Jacob Lamdan, z”l, Maimonides Hebrew 
teacher from 1954 to 1965.

Rabbi Mordechai Possick ’67 and Rabbi 
Moshe Possick ’56 on the loss of their 
beloved mother, Mrs. Ida Possick, z”l.

Sheila (Silver) Rubin ’68 on the loss of her 
beloved mother, Marcia Parker, z”l.

Hannah (Sonn) ’53 and Rabbi Akiva 
Stefansky on the loss of their beloved son, 
Yona, z”l.

Maimonides School mourns the passing of Mrs. 
Devorah Cohn, z”l, whose tireless devotion helped 
build and strengthen the school in and out of the 
classroom for some seven decades.

Mrs. Cohn, 96, taught Elementary School grades 
and in student support services for 40 years, begin-
ning in 1959, when her youngest child began 
Kindergarten. Her leadership of Women’s Auxiliary 
— an organization crucial to the school’s early 
survival — began several years before that.

Mrs. Cohn was also the right hand and chief 
advocate for her husband, Rabbi Moses J. Cohn, z”l, 
principal from 1948-1978. Their four children are all 

Maimonides graduates: Yaakov ’60, Avivah Yasnyi 
’62, Rabbi Reuven ’65 and Eliezer ’74. She also was 
the unofficial archivist for Maimonides, meticulous-
ly maintaining almost 20 scrapbooks replete with 
news articles and other publicity materials.

Her life story — including a harrowing nighttime 
border crossing in occupied wartime Poland and 
subsequent escape with her future husband using  
visas from the Japanese diplomat Sugihara — in-
spired generations of Maimonides families.

Donations in Mrs. Cohn’s memory may be made to 
Maimonides School.

School Mourns Passing of Matriarch
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Meanwhile, at the Begin Heritage Center, more than 220 graduates and friends assem-

bled for the first-ever all-inclusive Maimonides event in Israel. Attendees represented all 

generations and all parts of the country and included, clockwise, from lower left, Dr. Sidney 

and Naomi Schulman and Amitai Samuels ‘12; Elihu Stone ‘76 and former teacher Rabbi 

William Altschul; Rabbi David Shapiro with Amihud and Miriam (Gurevich) Friedmann ‘91.

Highlights of Maimonides School’s 75th anniversary year took place simultaneously in Brookline and 

Jerusalem on Sunday, Feb. 10. A concert in Fox Gymnasium featured renowned Israeli performer 

Shlomo Katz (top, left) and his band, to the delight of dancers of all ages and members of the senior 

class. 

75th Anniversary  
              Celebration…  

…on Two Continents 
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Lady M-Cat Surges Past Scoring Milestone

A New Approach to Tuition

Michal Alge with her parents, Merv and Sharon, and brother Josh ‘08

Speakers Enhance School’s 75th Anniversary

The four-year varsity starter — still only a 
junior — became the first Lady M-Cat to 
reach the career 1,000-point plateau in 
February. She is headed for a similar mile-
stone in rebounds. and she even hit her 
first attempt from outside the three-point 
arc this season.

Michal is a three-sport interscholastic 
athlete at Maimonides — from soccer to 
basketball to softball. “I can’t imagine life 
without sports,” she said.

Early influences included brothers Josh 
’08 and avishai ’10, both M-Cat alumni. 
“avishai and I had a small court in back 
of our house — we had our own version 
of around the World.” She began play-
ing around third grade, and said Dr. Larry 
Levine’s all-sports hour in the after School 
program was a big help.

“Nobody can win games on her own. You 
need your teammates with you, physically 
and mentally. You need to know people 
have your back,” Michal stressed. “That 
makes the whole basketball experience 
so nice. There’s a connection you’ll al-
ways have. You strategize together, you 

complain about running 
suicides together, but you 
get through them. You push 
each other.”

She continues to improve 
all aspects of her game — 
rebounding on both ends, 
playing defense.  “My coach-
es have always emphasized 
that you need to communi-
cate on defense.” Recalling 
last season’s excruciating 
four-overtime tournament 
loss to Lowell Catholic, she 
said, “I fouled out in the 
second overtime. Since then 
in most of my games I’ve cut 
down on my fouling.”

It’s premature for Michal to be think-
ing too much about playing at the next 
level. Stern College seems like an obvious 
choice, with its schedule built around 
Shabbat, though Michal noted that Coach 
Fucarile had an observant teammate 
at Simmons whose schedule revolved 
around her religious obligations.

Only four other Maimonides interscholas-
tic basketball players have surpassed the 
1,000 mark: Mike adler ’89, Yitz Steinberg 
’93, Nahum Palefski  ’96 and avi Klausner 
’08. 

“a lot of it has to do with the ethic of not 
giving up,” Michal observed. The mile-
stone, she said, validates “all the years that 
I dedicated myself. When I look back at my 
career I know people will remember me — 
which is awesome.”

Hundreds of Maimonides School friends 
and supporters have marked the school’s 
75th anniversary by attending a series of 
six lectures by prominent speakers whose 
achievements and aspirations repre-
sent the worldview of the school and its 
founder.

The series, chaired by current parents 
Dr. Steven and Miriam Tropp Spear, was 
designed to showcase the school’s impor-
tant role in the Jewish world through a 
diverse yet unified exploration of topics. 
Two lectures on the schedule remain. 
Dr. Erica Brown, writer and educator, will 
speak Tuesday, april 23 on “Re-Thinking 
Leadership for Our Modern Orthodox 
Future.” Rabbi Meir Soloveichik, director of 
the Center for Torah and Western Thought 
at Yeshiva University, will be featured on 
Sunday evening, June 2. His talk was post-
poned by a winter storm on Feb. 10.

The program began Nov. 17 at the school’s 
annual Kristallnacht commemoration. am-

bassador Stuart Eizenstat, former special 
representative of President Clinton for 
Holocaust issues, addressed  “Challenges 
to the Jewish People.”  

The pre-eminent historian of Orthodox Ju-
daism in america, Prof. Jeffrey Gurock, told 
an audience on Dec. 1 that Maimonides 
School and its founder were instrumental 
in the evolution of the Orthodox commu-

nity to a higher level of observance.

Rabbi Dr. Jacob J. Schacter, former dean of 
the Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik Institute 
at Maimonides, talked to a large audi-
ence on Jan. 13 about the Rav’s life and 
legacy. The speaker on March 7 was former 
Maimonides teacher Rabbi Dr. Seth Farber, 
whose topic was Rabbi Soloveitchik’s early 
days in the United States.

a pilot affordability program for students 
in Kindergarten and Grades 1 and 2 has 
been introduced by Maimonides School 
for the coming academic year.  The MaI 
Tuition Program was designed by the 
school’s finance team, in collaboration 
with a group of parents.

School leaders say they are planning to 
explore additional creative options that  
could provide more affordable solutions 

for other grade levels as well.

Under the initial pilot plan, for the first 
time, the tuition calculation is based on a 
percentage (5) of adjusted gross income.

The formula is locked in for up to three 
years for families who enter the program 
in 2013-14.  If the $11,000 minimum 
tuition in this program is unaffordable, a 
family may apply for financial aid.

There’s not much Michal Alge hasn’t accomplished 
on the basketball court at Maimonides School.
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ead to Feed   Every one of the 35 
students in Grade 4 contributed to 
Heifer International’s Read to Feed 

program in December, raising more than 
$4,000 as a class. The class was personally 
thanked at a special ceremony in school Jan. 
30 by Patty Helsingius, area volunteer coor-
dinator for Heifer. “as written in the Mishneh 
Torah, the first and highest level of tzeda-
kah is to help others help themselves,” said 
teacher Victoria Zenlea. “Heifer International 
values and upholds Maimonides’ teachings, 
inspiring people everywhere to give in a 
most productive and meaningful way.”

ock trial SucceSS For the 
fourth time in the past five years, 
the mock trial team advanced 

to the 16-team state tournament. The trip 
was secured Feb. 28 by a 107-101 win over 

Malden Catholic in a playoff round match-
ing two undefeated regular-season schools. 
amy Rosen, attorney-coach for this year’s 
team, said the group “was well-trained by its 
predecessor and well-trained by the current 
captains. They are all hard workers, and they 
showed today how polished and poised 
they could be. We have no idea how far 
we’re going to go. We will be facing nothing 
but top-notch experienced teams that have 
gone very far.” Senior captains are Jason 
avigan, Elisheva Rosen and Mikhael Smits. 
Teacher-coach is Gina Sauceda.

iving hiStory  an advocate for 
some 40 years on behalf of Jews from 
the former Soviet Union presented a 

personalized history of that struggle to Up-
per School students Jan. 29. Eleonora Shifrin, 
Israeli author, political figure, broadcaster 

and activist, “has helped shape the lives 
and experiences of thousands of people,” 
said Rabbi Mordechai Soskil, Middle and 
Upper School Judaic studies principal, in 
his introduction.

iPac activiStS  Seven seniors 
participated in the annual 
Policy Conference of the ameri-

can Israel Public affairs Committee March 
3-5 in Washington, DC.  They are Gabri-
ella Cohen, Odeya Durani, Elisha Galler, 
Joshua Rosenbaum, Daniella Sassieni, 
Yoni Schoenberg and Mikhael Smits. The 
agenda included training for lobbying 
and meeting with representatives and 
senators on Capitol Hill. Several Congres-
sional leaders were featured.
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Stages seemed to sprout in every corner of Maimonides School last month, as all of the school’s academic divisions featured dramatic productions, including (from left) the annual grade 3 Purim play; a grade 11 classroom 
production of a scene from Hamlet, featuring Shmuel Pernicone, Beni Snow and eliana ramelson; and the Middle School production of Our Town, including Zevi Traum, Josh Schoenberg and lauren Koralnik. The annual Upper 
School play was staged on March 3 and 4. This year’s show was The 39 Steps.




