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CONNECTING MAIMONIDES ALUMNI WORLDWIDE

Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share 
information on individual graduates’ ventures and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of

preparing educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. We invite your information, ideas and feedback, as we strive to
present a panorama of the school’s 54-year alumni community. Please contact us at alumni@maimonides.org.

Over the past few months, Barry Lowenkron '69 has met
with law students in China who call themselves "barefoot
lawyers" because of their travel to the countryside to help
people understand their rights. He also visited citizens in
remote parts of Russia "who choose to do human rights
work: pressing to end police abuse, pushing for greater
accountability, defending the right to be heard through
freedom of assembly and press."

Since Sept. 1, Mr. Lowenkron has directed the international
programs of the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur
Foundation, which describes itself as "a private,
independent grant-making institution dedicated to
helping groups and individuals foster lasting improvement
in the human condition." The foundation, one of the
world's largest private philanthropies, has assets of more
than $6.4 billion.

Mr. Lowenkron, who earned degrees from Northeastern
University and Johns Hopkins's School of Advanced
International Studies after graduating from Maimonides,
served for more than 30 years in the foreign policy field,
with the Pentagon, CIA, National Security Council and,
most recently, as Assistant Secretary of State for the
Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor.

"What I learned over the years," he said, "was that the
question should never be, 'What did you do to get through
the day?' but 'What did you do to help others'?" In his
experience, the answer is incorporated in a range of
headlines from around the world—dealing with Solidarity
in Poland and the failures to head off ethnic cleansing in
the Balkans, trying to help Burmese refugees in the
northern part of Thailand, and participating in heated
discussions in the Middle East over reform. "Most heart-
wrenching [was] visiting a massive camp for the internally
displaced in Darfur, Sudan. In that trip to Darfur, I heard the
one phrase that will always stay with me: 'We see that
America still cares.'"

Mr. Lowenkron recognized that his days in this work were
numbered, since next January "a new administration by

right would want its own cadre of
foreign policy advisors. Thus, when I
was approached by the MacArthur
Foundation, I found the opportunity
to pursue my interests—and expand
into new ones—and to see what
skills I could apply from my
government work in the foundation
world."

He is responsible for programs in the
areas of peace and security, human
rights and international justice,
conservation, population and migration. "The foundation
has been in the forefront in getting UN members to abide
by the commitment they made in 2005 to the concept of
'Responsibility to Protect'. This was a commitment to act to
head off genocide. Unfortunately I fear the phrase may be
going the same way as 'Never Again'—words invoked
during Holocaust remembrance days, a slogan and little
more."

The 1969 graduate said social studies teacher Bertram
Gerry "instilled in me the discipline and love of history.
Indeed, the way he could relate to the students and bring
history alive for us served me well, not only in my
government work but in over 25 years of teaching as an
adjunct professor of American foreign policy."

And he joined the laudatory chorus in memory of Rabbi
Isaiah Wohlgemuth, z"l, who died Jan. 6 at age 92.

"Through the many classes I gleaned from him Jewish
ethics and philosophy as well as the true meaning of
Maimonides—know who you are, but also know the world
about you," he said. "Of all the teachers I had, he was the
one who instilled in me a hunger to understand human
nature, to never forget that we must remain humble, that
we can never play God, and that we need to be wary of
those who chase the utopia of an ideal world which can
never be rather than work hard to make a better world
which is in our power to do." 

New Job Takes Graduate to the Front Lines of the Fight for Human Rights
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Danny Leeder '89 wants to make sure
everyone understands he is not "Andy
of Mayberry." After successfully
completing six months of
rigorous academy training,
Danny has been sworn in as a
member of the Durham, NC
Police Department. He sees his
new profession as "the oppor-
tunity to really make a
difference." 

The former M-Cat power forward
began his career on Wall Street
in 1993, then migrated to the
relative quiet of the financial
world of North Carolina in 2000. After
another six years, he said, he had three
children—and way too much weight.
Over the next year or so, "I lost 100
pounds and got into competitive
running, including a bunch of half-
marathons… I'm in better shape now
than I was in high school."

Meanwhile, "I always had a fascination
with law enforcement. I just always

thought that I was either too old or
would have to live away from the

kids," he said. When openings arose in
Durham, near his suburban home, he
successfully applied.

At the state academy, he was 11 years
older than the next oldest candidate,
and his fellow trainees called him
"Grandpa" or "Uncle Danny." But he
reported that he was faster and
stronger than all of them. Danny
graduated from the academy 

earlier this month and began active
service, paired with a senior officer.

He emphasizes that "my parents
[Dr. Asher '69 and Shira Leeder]
were supportive and encour-
aging."

Best known as the home of 
Duke University, Durham "has
affluence and also areas of
extreme poverty, dangerous
areas with gang activity," the
new patrolman reports. He said
he hopes that after the
minimum of two years on patrol,
he can move up to special

operations or homicide investigation.
"Coming from an industry where the
salaries are a lot higher, people
thought I was nuts to do what I was
doing," Danny said. "Making money 
for other people is nice, but I felt no
sense of personal satisfaction." Now,
he says, "There's a chance to come
home at the end of the day and say, 'I
helped somebody'." 

After a Career in Finance, Alumnus Earns a Badge "to Really Make Difference"

Roselyn Farren '92 has joined greater Boston's Ma'ayan Torah
Studies Initiative for Women as program director. She says she aims
to widen the program's participation, from young mothers to
retirees, in Talmud Torah. "We want to develop exciting courses that
create opportunities for women (and sometimes men) to learn
something they might not otherwise have a chance to learn," she
continues. "On a more global level, our mission is to reinforce the
importance of being kovea itim laTorah for all Boston Jews, women as
well as men, and to create an environment in which women know
that they can learn and grow." Ma'ayan is not Roselyn's introduction
into Boston's world of Jewish education. A member of the Tanach
faculty for several years at Hebrew College's Prozdor, she also serves
as Education Director at her home shul, the Young Israel of Sharon.
She is (slowly) finishing her doctorate in English literature at Brandeis,
and lives with her husband and two small children in Sharon.

Alumna Joins Ma’ayan as Program Director

New officer Danny Leeder '89 is joined by his parents,
Shira and Dr. Asher '69 at his police academy graduation.

We mourn the loss on Feb. 19 of Miriam
(Blechner) Bodenheim, z"l, a member of
the Class of 1968, and extend heartfelt
condolences to her sibilings, Mark
Blechner '67, Zev Blechner '76 and Renee
(Blechner ) Hirsch '76.

Condolences to...

Please visit www.maimonides.org for
tributes by alumni and former students to
Rabbi Isaiah Wohlgemuth, z"l, including
those delivered at the Feb. 10 memorial
event at the school.

Alumni Tributes
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As a volunteer, Amy (Kahn) Goldman '90 has chaired
many fundraising events over the years, and "many
people suggested that I pursue event planning as a
career." The result is her new business, which she calls It's
Your Party! 

"Being an event planner is a perfect fit for me. It allows
me to help people, which is something that has always
been so important to me, and it also affords me the
opportunity to tap into my creativity and artistic abilities,"
she explains. "Event planning enables me to synthesize
these two sides of me—I feel so fortunate to have found a
career which I absolutely love." 

After graduating from Maimonides, Amy spent a year in
Israel at Midreshet Moriah, then earned a B.A. in sociology
from Brandeis and an M.S.W. from New York University.
"Until starting It's Your Party!, I had been a stay-at-home
mom for my four children," she says. Amy and her
husband Adam reside in Sharon. Her oldest, Ariel, plans to
be a Maimonides seventh grader in September 2009.

"I thoroughly enjoy creating unique

celebrations for my clients, and I

always make sure that my clients'

simchas reflect their own style and

personality," she says. "Being an

event planner also gives me the

opportunity to create one-of-a-kind

custom party designs." Amy says she

offers "the financial and emotional

benefits of working with someone

who is experienced and has connec-

tions to the best party vendors in

Greater Boston." She also mentions that she is sensitive to

customers' budgetary concerns and time demands.

Amy can be contacted at (781) 956-4868 and

celebrate@ItsYourPartyByAmy.com . Details are available

at www.ItsYourPartyByAmy.com, her website which was

designed by Jon Lopkin '00.

Volunteer Work Leads to New Business Venture for 1990 Graduate

Rabbi Chaim Tabasky '67, a long-
time Jerusalem area sofer, returned to
the Boston area in January to inspect
mezuzot and tefillin. A highlight of his
stay was a three-part brunch/lecture
series, "How to Strengthen the Jewish

Home," at Congregation Beth Israel in
his home town of Malden. He
addressed topics such as which doors
in a home require a mezuzah, how to
put one up, and how often it requires
examination.

Rabbi Ely Lamdan '65 reports that his
book Torah Therapy: A Guide to Therapy
in the Spirit of Torah, published by
Feldheim, is awaiting a second edition.
The book is basesd on his rabbinic
experiences with family therapy.

News Notes from Israel
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