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Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share  

information on individual graduates’ ventures and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of  

preparing educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. We invite your information, ideas and feedback—educational, 

professional or personal achievements, new business ventures, interesting or unusual experiences, or just greetings. 

Please contact us at alumni@maimonides.org.

Noah Cheses ’03 is the 
latest Maimonides School 
alumnus to be awarded 
a Wexner Foundation 
Graduate Fellowship. The 
fellowship will support 
up to three years of his 
upcoming studies at 
Yeshiva University’s Rabbi 
Isaac Elchanan Theological 
Seminary.

According to the foundation website, “Wexner Graduate 
Fellowships are granted to exceptional candidates who 
have a strong personal commitment to the Jewish 
community, who have demonstrated excellence in 
academic achievement, and who possess the potential to 
assume significant professional leadership roles in the North 
American Jewish Community.” The program was established 
in 1988, and supports graduate students training for careers 
as rabbis, cantors, Jewish educators or Jewish professional 
leaders. 

“I am looking forward to the challenge of representing the 

Orthodox Jewish community and to building bridges of 
understanding with other Jewish communities in North 
America,” Noah commented. “I am most excited for the 
opportunity to join forces with an incredible team of young 
Jewish idealists who plan on devoting their passion and 
creativity toward strengthening the Jewish people.” 

Noah, co-president of Maimonides Student Council his 
senior year, is scheduled to receive his undergraduate 
degree from YU on May 22, where his concentration has 
been on psychology and Jewish philosophy. This summer, he 
says, he will return to Camp Stone in western Pennsylvania 
as education director. Besides smicha, Noah hopes to earn 
graduates degrees in Jewish thought. 

He told a YU publication, “My ambition is to be a pulpit rabbi 
and to build a dynamic community that is grounded in 
Torah study and observance, that initiates dynamic forums 
for thought and dialogue, and that encourages serious 
introspection and religious growth.” The Wexner Fellowship, 
he said, “will deepen my compassion and trust, faith and love, 
and enable me to create a tolerant, passionate, enlightened, 
and committed community.” <

Future Rabbinical Student Latest Graduate Honored with Wexner Fellowship

Noah Cheses ’03

An Original Maimonides Graduate Now an Israeli Expert on Explosive Engineering

Lippe Sadwin, one of the school’s six original graduates 
in 1953, reports that he continues to give his 80-hour 
specialty course entitled “The Engineering of Explosives and 
Explosions,” and also has been invited to present a special 
course under the auspices of the protective construction 
faculty at Ben Gurion University in Be’er Sheva. He began a 
career as an independent consultant in this field in 1991. 

Lippe, who enrolled at Maimonides in 1941 and as a student 
was active in Bnei Akiva, made aliyah from the Washington, 
D.C. area in 1973, just before the Yom Kippur War. “I was on a 
special contract with the Israel Military Industries,” he says.

After residing in Ramat Gan for four years, the family moved 
to Kefar Pines, a religious moshav. There, “in addition to my 
engineering work, we also started farming — eggs, broilers, 
avocados, oranges.” Lippe’s first wife Eudice, z”l, died in 1987. 
He married Yael (a widow of the Six Day War), and they have 
15 grandchildren and three great-grandchildren, all living in 
Israel. 

“I am an active chazzan and the baritone soloist of the Siftei 
Noam Choir of Netanya,” he adds. <

mailto:alumni@maimonides.org
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Back in January 2007, Yakov Salzberg ’06 was idly tapping 
out a rhythm on a tabletop at Boston University when Eric 
Migicovsky approached and asked if he was a drummer. 

“He wanted to start a Jewish rock band,” Yakov recounted. 
Thus “The Rif” was born, with Yakov, Eric on lead guitar, Matt 
Baram on acoustic guitar and Adam Korenman singing. 

Their first show, organized by a rabbi at BU Hillel a couple 
of months later, “wasn’t very good — we hadn’t been 
practicing very long,” Yakov said. Maybe it’s just as well that 
the crowd numbered about 15. They weren’t discouraged—

“We decided we wanted to play a big show in front of a lot 
of people,” Yakov said, and that happened in May of 2007 
when well over 100 gathered at Hillel. 

“That was when people started to know about us,” Yakov 
said, and the base continued to grow. The Rif has had 10 
live performances this school year, with more to come. A 
month ago the group released a compact disc. “It’s a great 
experience,” Yakov said. “We’re feeling the fruits of our labor. 
People who bought our album are contacting us to see if 
we will come to their area.”

Several weeks into its existence, the band came up with its 
name. The Rif “fuses the two aspects of our music,” Yakov 
explained: the solo presentation of notes in a rock song 
(usually spelled “riff”) and the acronym representing the 
full name of Rabbi Isaac Alfasi, the 11th century Talmud 
commentator.

The band’s genre is known as Jewish rock, integrating lyrics 
of Jewish text, issues and themes into hard rock music. 
About half of the tracks on The Rif’s CD are selections from 
tefillot, and a few others are in English. Most of the music 

 
 
is original, with the musicians collaborating on developing 
melodies. “Someone will come in with an idea and we’ll all 
work on a sound that we like,” Yakov described.

Yakov began taking drum lessons when he was 11. 
He played in the Maimonides Jazz Band, but his real 
introduction into the world of Jewish rock came near the 
end of 12th grade, when he joined classmates Effy Shafner, 
Adin Shuchatowitz and Daniel Swartz on a musical senior 
project, including a couple of original songs. “Without that, 
I don’t know if I would have proceeded,” he said.

The Rif has scheduled a summer tour, including gigs in Texas 
and Pennsylvania as well as Boston. Local dates are June 
11–19, and “we might also be coming back to Boston later 
in the summer,” Yakov reported. Longer range, “the future 
of the band is kind of up in the air right now,” said Yakov, 
as the other three musicians are graduating and “they’re 
all going off to try to find jobs.” Still, he is allowing for the 
possibility that the group will keep going. The band can be 
contacted through its website, therifband.com, or write to 
Yakov directly at yakov@therifband.com. <

Former Jazz Band Drummer Helps Anchor New Jewish Rock Group

Yakov Salzberg ‘06

Rachel Epstein ’07 joins members of the Yemin Orde Youth Village 
robotics team in celebrating its Engineering Inspiration Award at 
a recent robotics championship in Tel Aviv. Rachel is serving as 
a volunteer at Yemin Orde, near Haifa, which is a residential and 
educational haven to 500 Israeli children from 22 countries, all of 
whom have experienced trauma and are defined as youth at-risk. 
She wrote an account of the robotics competition for Yemin Orde 
publications. “The students of Yemin Orde Children’s Village are doers, 
leaders, and among the most amazing people you will ever meet,” 
she wrote. <

http://www.therifband.com
mailto:yakov@therifband.com
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Rabbi Asher Lopatin ’82 is one of the “top 25 pulpit rabbis 
in America,” according to a Newsweek.com report this 
month. Criteria were: ability to inspire congregation through 
scholarship and oratory; success in growing and expanding 
congregation; community leadership and innovation; 
ability to meet spiritual and personal needs and goals 
of congregation; and leadership within denominational 
movement. Rabbi Lopatin leads Congregation Anshe 
Shalom in Chicago. “Every rabbi is outstanding in his or her 
own way,” he said in response to the listing, “and this list 
should inspire all their congregants to go up to them and 
say, ‘Rabbi, you are number one in my book!’ and give them 
a pat on the back — or even a hug, if appropriate.”

.............................................................

“I had the pleasure of attending the wedding last week of 
your (fourth grade Judaic studies) teacher Chaya Mirel 
Krochmal Brief,” writes Eleanore Stern Weiner ’58. “Aside 
from the simchas chassan v’kalah, I met a number of old (like 
me) graduates. We had a great time reminiscing our times 
at 98 Washington. Rebbitzen Devorah Cohn and daughter 
Aviva (Yasnyi ’62) also attended.”

.............................................................

Danny Aghion ’99, scheduled to graduate from Tel Aviv 
University’s Sackler School of Medicine in May, has been 
accepted into Brown University/Rhode Island Hospital’s 
seven-year neurosurgery residency program. Danny said he 
and his family plan on returning to Israel after he completes 
his residency in the States.

.............................................................

Ira Winer ’94, M.D., Ph.D., reports that he is in residency at 
the University of Michigan in obstetrics/ gynecology.

.............................................................

Melody ’07 and June Michaelson ’05, Brandeis University 
undergraduates, dedicated the March 8 Elementary School 
recital at Maimonides School to the memory of their great-
grandmother, Mrs. Ida Berry, a Russian immigrant whose 
love of music inspired generations of her family. Melody 
and June and their mother, Shari (Berger) Michaelson 

’69, teach piano in the Maimonides After-School Program. 
Remarks they delivered at the recital were written by their 
older sister, Lori (Michaelson) Salkin ’00, scheduled to 
receive her MBA in May from Fordham Graduate School of 
Business. <

Here and There…


