
Kol Bogrei Rambam
October 2008 ~ Tishrei/Cheshvan 5769

Page 1 of 3

CONNECTING MAIMONIDES ALUMNI WORLDWIDE

Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share information on
individual graduates’ ventures and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of preparing educated, obser-
vant Jews to be contributing members of society. We invite your information, ideas and feedback—educational, professional or personal achieve-
ments, new business ventures, interesting or unusual experiences, insights on Jewish living and learning, or just greetings. Please contact us at 
alumni@maimonides.org.

Dina (Pittel) Adelsky ‘02 and her
husband Sol have left Ann Arbor, MI
to spend the year as Joint
Distribution Committee Jewish
Service Corps volunteers in Odessa,
Ukraine, a city of more than a million
people on the Black Sea.

“Though Odessa has historically been
well-known as a center for Jewish life,
what might surprise many is that
today it is once again brimming with
Jewish activity: two synagogues
boasting hundreds of attendees each
Shabbat, a number of Jewish schools
and institutes, two kosher restau-
rants, and extensive Jewish cultural
life and youth programming,” Dina
reports.“So far it has been an exciting
place to live, and we’re looking
forward to helping in various capac-
ities in the coming months. You can
follow our progress on our blog:
http://odessanodyssey.wordpress
.com.”

Dina says their work
connects them with
all segments of
Odessa’s Jewish
community—young
and old, religious and
secular:“We teach
English to toddlers
and at-risk teens at
Mazal Tov/Beitenu, a
drop-in children’s
center housed in a
brand new, sparkling

facility. Before Rosh Hashanah, we
put on a puppet show and led
holiday festivities at the center,
though admittedly most kids were
more interested in the apples and
honey than our performance.”

There’s a Hillel center, where they are
also active. Dina notes,“We lead a
weekly Israel Club meeting, we’ve
hosted a Shabbat meal, an oneg
Shabbat, and a Yom Kippur break
fast. We hope to lead a Jewish
cooking class soon as well.”

Much of their work is focused on the
elderly, who are served through the
JDC’s welfare centers called Hesed.
These centers provide humanitarian
support in many countries of the
former Soviet Union.“Our work with
the elderly is focused on providing
companionship and helping with
activities of daily life,” she says.
“We’ve spent much time making
home visits, and we frequently

accompany clients to the Polyclinica
(health clinic)—a task that is particu-
larly difficult here, given Ukraine’s
crater-like sidewalks and trolley
buses that begin moving while
passengers are still boarding.”

Dina adds that they “hope to
contribute to locally sustainable
programming.” For example, they are
working on establishing a system
whereby local youth will visit elderly
Hesed clients.

One particular challenge the
Adelskys face is that “the financial
crisis is significantly affecting the
well-being of the Jewish community
here,” Dina says.“Institutions are
closing or downsizing—for example,
the kosher pizza place abruptly
closed about two weeks ago.” Most
of the community is supported by
the generosity of American Jews, and
some key donors have been hit hard
by the crisis.

Graduate, on JDC Assignment, Finds Odessa “Brimming with Jewish Activity”

Dina with one of her clients.Dina (Pittel) Adelsky ‘02 with her husband Sol in Odessa, Ukraine.
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Amy (Golub) Haberland ’75 has
what some people would call a
dream job. She watches “reality”
programs on television, writes down
descriptions, impressions and
opinions, then emails the reviews to
her supervisor for posting on 
foxreality.com.

“I do everything on line,” says Amy,
who returned to Greater Boston in
2005 with her husband, Conrad, after
some 20 years in Los Angeles. These
days she is monitoring several
different shows, including “Long Way
Down” on the Fox Reality Network, in
which actors travel through Africa on
motorcycles.“It’s really beautiful —
like a National Geographic special,”
she says, adding,“On reality TV,
people feel as if they really know the
person, more so than a character on
dramatic television.”

Amy studied journalism at
Northeastern after she graduated
from Maimonides, but ended up as a
psychology major. After moving to
California in the 1980’s, she

connected with the Fox television
empire.“I used to auction off all the
props and wardrobes after
production was over,” she recalls,
often netting thousands of dollars for
the network on eBay for a single
item.

Then Fox discovered that Amy
enjoyed the new television genre
called “reality,” and she was brought
on board, initially to do research,
then as a reviewer on foxreality.com.
“I wanted to be a writer for a long
time,” she says, noting that her high
school English teacher, Mrs. Suri
Rabinovici,“was very supportive,
encouraging us to write.”

Technology is working in Amy’s favor.
Print media, she feels, even the
morning paper, are rapidly becoming
outdated.“I’m on line all the time so I
see things as they come up,” she says.
Technology also allows her to file
stories from Boston as easily as from
Los Angeles (“which isn’t really that
exciting a place in person. The only
thing I miss is the weather.”).

Amy adds that she has been under-
going treatment for an aggressive
form of breast cancer for about a
year, and faces several more months
of chemotherapy.“It was at a very
early stage, but cancer is cancer,” she
says, though it has not slowed down
her posting, and that part of her fight
is “I go to the gym all the time and
try to stay really healthy.”

Journalism Major Shares “Reality” News and Views on Fox Website

Dr. Matthew Levitt ’88, one of the
nation’s leading experts on terrorism,
is scheduled to speak at Maimonides
Wednesday, Nov. 12 with a retro-
spective of some of his experiences.
He calls his presentation “From
Brookline to Gaza and Back: A
Maimonides Alum’s Travels in Pursuit
of Peace in the Middle East.”

The Maimonides Alumni Council is
sponsoring the talk. The entire

community is invited to the 7:30
event, and graduates are welcome to
join Matt for a pre-lecture reception
in the library at 7:00. RSVP to (617)
232-4452, ext. 105 or
info@maimonides.org.

Matthew, a graduate of Yeshiva
University and the Fletcher School of
Law and Diplomacy at Tufts, is
director of the Stein Program on
Counterterrorism and Intelligence at

the Washington Institute
for Near East Policy, and
his latest book,
Negotiating Under Fire:
Preserving Peace Talks in
the Face of Terror Attacks,
was released in late
August.

Matthew Levitt '88 to Speak at Alumni Council Event November 12

Amy (Golub) Haberland ’75 
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Four members of the Class of 2008 have been rec-
ognized by the College Board for their outstanding
performances on last spring’s Advanced Placement
examinations. Jonathan Fisher qualified for the
AP Scholar with Distinction Award by earning an
average grade of at least 3.5 on all exams taken.
Evan Gale and Eliezer Zimble were cited as AP
Scholars with Honor, granted for an average grade
of at least 3.25. Nathan Gilson was recognized as
an AP Scholar with a grade of at least 3 on three or
more AP exams.

College Board Honors ’08 Alumni

Former Mamonides limudei kodesh teacher Rabbi William
Altshul greets Faye (Isserow) Landes ’77 during the Altshuls’
open house at their sukkah in Jerusalem during Chol HaMoed.

Among the other guests were Ariella (Hurwich) Braun ’77
and Lisa (Brecher) Aranov ’76 (below), classmates Esther

(Hoelzel) Gross and Mindy Schimmel ’76, Gary ’70 and Gail
Cantor, Todd ’79 and Batia Green; two former teachers, Rabbi
Carmi Horowitz and Rabbi Zalmen Stein (the photographer),
and their wives, Sarah and Freydie; and Faye’s parents, Dr. Saul

and Rochelle Isserow.“It was nice to see former students and to
see how a Maimonides education has an impact on young

people,” said Rabbi Altshul.


