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CONNECTING MAIMONIDES ALUMNI WORLDWIDE

Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share information on
individual graduates’ ventures and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of preparing educated, obser-
vant Jews to be contributing members of society. We invite your information, ideas and feedback—educational, professional or personal achieve-
ments, new business ventures, interesting or unusual experiences, insights on Jewish living and learning, or just greetings. Please contact us at 
alumni@maimonides.org.

Four decades were represented 
in the annual alumni-varsity men’s

basketball game May 16.
Among the graduates who saw

action were, from left, Michael Stern
Cohen ’07, Dr. Jimmy Davis ’97,

David Batalion ’98, Dr. Steve Smith
’78, Elliot Mael ’83, Max Vogel ’08,

Jon Marcus ’99 and Aaron
Simkovich ’99. Arriving after the

photograph were Chaim Andler ’07,
Jed Siev ’95 and Ruby Yarmush ’00.

A Maimonides School graduate who
serves as a senior official at the U.S.
Holocaust Memorial Museum told
11th graders May 19 that a purpose
of the museum is “to help people
understand that they have a respon-
sibility to prevent future genocide.”

Arthur Berger ’62 declared,“The his-
tory of the Holocaust is relative to the
teaching of ethics. If you build a
museum that is responsive to the
future, that memorial is a living
memorial.”

Mr. Berger, who visited while in
Boston for a speaking engagement,
is senior advisor for external affairs at
the museum. His responsibilities
include overseeing international rela-
tions and aspects of public and
media relations and development. A
former Foreign Service officer, he
joined the museum in 2000 as direc-
tor of communications.

“For six years, Nazi leadership tried to
test the world, asking,‘What are you
going to do about it’?” Mr. Berger
related. What did the world learn
from the Holocaust? “Unfortunately,
not much. The problem of genocide
is a continuing problem. Each individ-
ual should ask, ‘What can I do’?”

As a Maimonides student in the
1950s, he noted, the Holocaust was
not an academic subject.“Two of my
teachers were survivors. They didn’t
talk about their experiences, because
they wanted to move on.” He recalled
his childhood in Providence, when
one day “a number of families moved
in, and everyone said, ‘Don’t ask them
anything’.”

The establishment of a presidential
commission on a national memorial
in the late 1970s helped mark a turn-
ing point in this attitude, Mr. Berger
said. The museum, which opened in

1993, now houses
artifacts and
records that give
the Shoah authen-
ticity and provide
visitors with “a
sense of connec-
tion.”

Mr. Berger also
outlined the
museum’s
International
Tracing Service
archive, and dis-
played a copy of a death certificate of
a member of his wife’s family—a
Jewish slave laborer at Auschwitz.
Similar documents for thousands of
slave laborers were discovered
recently in the archive.

“They were human beings. They had
lives,” he declared.“We have a respon-
sibility to talk about those lives.”

Graduate Shares Perspective as a Top Official at Holocaust Museum

Arthur Berger ’62
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Experience as a Cancer Patient Helped Alumnus Develop New Technology

Mark Kantrowitz ’85’s experiences as a
cancer survivor and computer
programmer have combined to
produce Optimal Diagnostics, a newly-
patented technology that has the
potential to save millions of dollars in
the U.S. health care system and to
improve prospects for recovering
patients.

The Maimonides graduate received a
patent on April 21 for a software system
that “optimizes the scheduling of
follow-up and diagnostic tests for
cancer and other conditions. It trans-
forms relapse rate statistics into surveil-
lance schedules that minimize the
expected delay until detection of a
relapse.”

Scheduling of post-treatment surveil-
lance “should correspond to the risk,”
Mark explained. For example, he said, he
was diagnosed with testicular cancer in
2003, and after treatment underwent
15 tests over the ensuing five years.
“When I do my own analysis, using real
relapse rate statistics, I come up with a
schedule that is fairly close to that,” he
acknowledged. But the total number of
tests turned out to be only 14.“If you’re
avoiding one CT scan while improving
accuracy, there are going to be no
negative effects—and you’re going to
save money.” Indeed, with 860,000

Americans reaching the five-year
survival milestone each year, that one-
scan reduction translates into $860
million.

These days, that is part of the national
conversation.“What President Obama
has proposed,” Mark explained,“is
standardizing all medical data in
electronic form. If we record all adverse
events in a national database along
with all the risk factors, we could get
very precise optimization of surveil-
lance and treatment protocols.”

“The schedules doctors currently use
for post-therapy monitoring, or in
advance of a condition, are completely
ad hoc and not based on evidence,”
Mark said. Although “they’re usually in
the right ballpark, there’s a lack of
precision.”The technology he
developed is “a statistical method that
transforms real data concerning relapse
or incidence rates into optimal surveil-
lance schedules. You want to have a
surveillance schedule that is likely to
detect the existence of a condition with
a specified level of accuracy. The
accuracy then dictates the schedule,
rather than an arbitrary threshold that
seems right.”

Optimal Diagnostics also can integrate
patient, disease and treatment charac-

teristics that influence relapse
statistics—gender, race, history,
“anything that’s relevant to the relapse
rate. You can generate a surveillance
schedule that is customized to the
individual risk factors. It’s not just about
saving money. It’s also about making
sure the surveillance schedule is appro-
priate for the patient’s risk profile.”

Mark, who is an independent
consultant operating as MK Consulting,
Inc. and also is employed as publisher
of FinAid and FastWeb websites, said it
took five years for the patent to be
issued. Now he is approaching
“hospitals, medical practitioners,
insurance companies, pharmaceutical
firms” to encourage them to pursue this
technology to save money and save
lives.

After graduating from Maimonides,
Mark earned his undergraduate degree
at MIT and his master’s in computer
science from Carnegie Mellon. He and
his family reside in the Pittsburgh area,
where he is working on his Ph.D. disser-
tation. He holds five other patents, all in
the area of statistical modeling and
computer science natural language
processing. For more information, visit
www.optimaldiagnostics.com.

Maimonides Graduate Elected to Brookline Town Meeting

Lori (Michaelson) Salkin ’00 was
elected on May 5 to a three-year term
as a town meeting member repre-
senting Brookline Precinct 10. She was
the leading vote-getter among six
candidates, five of whom were elected.

Two other members of the Precinct 10
delegation are Jonathan and Linda
Davis, parents of three Maimonides
graduates.

Michael Burstein, husband of Nomi
(Pearlman) Burstein ’89, was elected
this year to represent Precinct 12. He
had previously served since 2001 as a
Town Meeting Member from Precinct 9.
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A Maimonides School graduate has
been named director of a new Jewish
outdoor adventure camp in the
Rocky Mountains that will offer
“intensive experiences in hiking,
climbing, backpacking and naviga-
tion, river rafting and canoeing,
horseback riding, and environmental
education, all within a setting of
inspiring Jewish educational pro-
gramming.”

Rabbi Eliav Bock ’95 and his wife
Dina Danon will soon be moving to
Denver to continue preparations for
the first season of Ramah Outdoor
Adventure in Decker, CO, in the sum-
mer of 2010.“Our planning for this
summer’s staff training and next sum-
mers program are already in high
gear,” he reported.

The camp is one of five ventures
under development in the Specialty
Camp Incubator of the Foundation
for Jewish Camp and underwritten by
the Jim Joseph Foundation. (The
manager of the foundation’s
Campership Incentive Program is
Tova Katz ’01. She said she recently
met with Eliav to discuss her program
and its connection to the Incubator.)

“I have always wanted to work in
informal Jewish education,” Eliav said.
“I really see this camp as my dream of
being able to combine my love of the
outdoors with my love for Jewish
teaching and living. I grew up going
to Boy Scout camp with the kosher
troop in Sharon, and I see this camp
as building on some of the successes
of that camp.”

The camp site is on a ranch at 8,000
feet in Colorado’s Pike National
Forest. “It will combine the best prac-
tices of existing outdoor adventure
programs with the best practices of
traditional Jewish camps,” Eliav
described.“Campers will spend half
their time at base camp—engaged in
activities such as rock climbing,
wilderness survival, horseback riding
and mountain biking—and half their
time on longer excursions in the back
country, cooking their own meals and
carrying their own gear.”

According to the foundation’s web-
site,“Through a rigorous, national
selection process by a team of inde-
pendent advisors, the FJC Specialty
Camps Incubator selected five spe-
cialty camp proposals that possess a
strong Jewish mission that aims to

weave Jewish
culture, val-
ues, and
learning—as
well as Israel
education—
throughout
the elements
of the pro-
gram to
attract new
segments of
Jewish chil-
dren entering
grades 6-12.”

Eliav has
been taking part in
seminars developed by the Incubator
“to plan and develop the model for
this specialty Ramah camp. He has a
long history with Ramah camps,
including as an administrator and
outdoor adventure specialist. The
incubator will provide financial and
technical support to these new camp
ventures from the planning and start-
up stages through the first three
years of operation. Eliav maintains a
blog at www.ramahoutdoors.org.

Graduate Named First Director of Outdoor Adventure Jewish Camp

Rabbi Eliav Bock ’95

Long Memories for M-Stat Alumni

A May 6 article in The New York Times
on the Maimonides School Mock Trial
team’s participation in the national
tournament included the mistaken
assertion that the “school had never
won a state championship in any
activity.”The story elicited howls of
protest.

“Heaven forfend! Maimonides has
won the state mathematics title
(Massachusetts Association of
Mathematics Leagues) in our school
size division more times than there
are Jews in a quorum (ten),” declared
Rabbi Michael Schultz ’97 in a letter
to the editor.“Just on the team that I

captained (1994-97) we won the title
three different times. Go M-Stats!”

Alumni conversing on Facebook also
cited “this atrocious twisting of
historical fact. They not only won state
during my time, they were New
England math league champs as well!”


