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Kol Bogrei Rambam is the Alumni Council’s monthly e-newsletter for and about Maimonides School graduates. Each month we share informa-
tion on individual graduates’ initiatives and accomplishments, as well as general news notes, all reflecting the school’s mission of preparing 
educated, observant Jews to be contributing members of society. We invite your information, ideas and feedback—educational, professional 
or personal achievements, new business ventures, interesting or unusual experiences, insights on Jewish living and learning, or just greetings. 
Please contact us at alumni@maimonides.org.

Have you filled out the 2009 Alumni Survey yet? Go to www.maimonides.org/alumni
New: Visit Maimonides on Facebook! • Subscribe to our YouTube channel, MaimoTube!

Spotlight on Young Alumni (Classes of 2002–2009)

“I think it all started in kindergarten, 
when we would bake brownies or 
challah to bring home for Shabbos. 
Only for me, I don’t think I ever made 
it home without eating it. I even 
went through a phase where I’d bake 
cupcakes every day after school. And 
during my last two years at Maimo, I 
worked at Rosenfeld’s Bagels on the 
weekends.”

Jenna Short ’03 was tracing her love 
of baking, which has led to Shortbread, 
her high-end baking business (www.
shortbreadnyc.com). Shortbread 
ships custom-baked orders around 

the world, appears as a blog on the 
Internet, and offers a line of baked 
goods at Stogo, a vegan, certified 
kosher ice cream shop on Second 
Avenue in the East Village.

After learning for a year in Israel, Jenna 
earned a bachelor’s degree in graphic 
design from the Art Institute of Boston 
and Central Saint Martin’s of London. 
“While I was living in London I broke 
my leg and was stuck inside for about 
a month, and all I did was bake, and 
experiment, and bake some more,” she 
recounted.

When Jenna began her career in the 
design industry, “it was here where I 
realized that I could have my cake and 
eat it, too. I always felt that food and 
art went hand in hand. In school, they 
always taught us to design and act 
with our senses, but digital never really 
smelled that great.” 

Jenna joined Bon Appetit magazine as 
a graphic designer. “People started 
asking if they could buy my baked 
goods, and the demand kept growing,” 

she said. So she began the business, 
and started blogging in response to “all 
the great feedback I was getting (and 
so my parents could pull the recipes 
off the web whenever they wanted). I 
continued to catalogue my creations. 
It’s great to have a place I can always 
refer to like a journal of everything I’ve 
done.” 

Jenna’s business partner is Jonathan 
Lindenauer, the chef at Bon Appetit. 
“We both bake and handle the busi-
ness aspect, but with his degree in 
finance we’ve got the whole package,” 
she laughed. “Our slogan is ‘delicious 
baked goods for every diet.’ I bake 
custom orders catering to people with 
specific dietary requirements, be it 
kosher, vegan, lactose intolerant or 
gluten free,” she continued. “We even 
have done personalized cookie orders 
for functions and gift baskets.” 

“I’ve met many incredible people in the 
culinary world who have inspired and 
challenged me to bake more,” Jenna 
said. Her blog (shortbreadbakery.
blogspot.com) includes recipes for her 
specialties and photos of the finished 
products. For orders, call (617) 872-3069 
or write jenna@shortbreadnyc.com.

Love of Baking a Springboard for Graduate’s Business Venture

Jenna Short ’03 enjoying a 
kosher “cheeseburger”.
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Alumnus Tailors Blog to Make  
Medical Information Clear, Accessible 

Several months ago, David 
Gurevich ’07, an undergraduate at 
Brown University, decided to help 
himself study for a difficult biomate-
rials course by organizing the mate-
rial in the form of a blog post. Later, 
“when I suddenly found myself 
without a summer job, I decided to 
start the blog for real.”

The blog, Health and Life (http://
healthlifeandstuff.com), has grown 
tremendously, David reported. For 
November, he was expecting 20,000 
visitors, because, David said, he is 
meeting a need—and understands 
how to best capitalize on search 
engines. “Readership is mostly due 
to people who Google phrases for 
which I rank well. Only 10 percent of 
visits are repeat, which makes sense 
considering the diffuse nature of the 
material.”  

David explained that the articles 
“are written in areas of medicine in 
which there is a lot of interest, but 
a real lack of accessible, compre-
hensive information that is easy to 
understand. I can Google phrases 
like ‘Ad5 AIDS Vaccine,’ which was 
a major vaccine, and find nothing 
comprehensive that is written for 
a lay reader. Post by post, in many 
different areas, Health and Life is 
helping to change that.”       

“To maintain growth, I continue 
to write material, which grows 
the amount of traffic from search 
engines,” he said.  “Additionally, I 
try to develop relationships with 

other blogs, 
and continue 
to improve 
how the site 
is viewed by 
Google and 
other search 
engines.”

Recently he 
launched 
a blogging 
contest that 
featured a $500 
cash prize. He invited all bloggers to 
enter simply by posting once about 
HIV/AIDS. The goal, he said, is “to 
raise awareness of what HIV is, how 
to reduce risk of infection, and to 
inspire readers to get involved.”

“If you have a blog—and it doesn’t 
matter if you blog about movies, 
makeup or business—you have a 
responsibility to your readers,” he 
wrote. “Devoting just one post to the 
worst infectious disease of our time 
doesn’t take much, but could make a 
real difference.” He lined up a distin-
guished panel of judges, including 
Dr. Kenneth Mayer, director of 
Brown’s AIDS Program, and Dr. Peter 
Shank, professor of virology.

David testified that his “spirit 
of entrepreneurship started in 
Maimonides, of course, when I wrote 
a mock newsletter in seventh grade 
and sold soda in eighth grade (at 
the low price of 50 cents a can—but 
it kept me busy and the revenue 
covered my candy expenses).” 

David Gurevich ’07

Deborah Bellin, left, and Elisa Zisblatt,  
both 2009 graduates now learning in Israel, 

pose during a visit to the Kotel.

http://healthlifeandstuff.com/
http://healthlifeandstuff.com/
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Rachel Levine ’03 spent nearly four 
months last summer as an American 
Jewish World Service volunteer in 
Lucknow, the capital of the most 
populous Indian state, Uttar Pradesh, 
not far from Nepal in northern India.

“As a recent graduate of Barnard 
College, I decided this would be a 
good time to expand beyond my 
comfort zone and try something 
new,” said Rachel. “I had studied 
abroad in southern India during my 
junior year (see Kol Bogrei Rambam, 
January 2007), but this time I would 
return without the cushioning of an 
academic program or a peer group, 
and would dig deeper into this fasci-
nating and rich culture.”

Rachel worked for the Vigyan 
Foundation, a small non-
governmental organization 
that develops programs in 
slums in and around the 
city. Vigyan estimates that of 
Lucknow’s 2.7 million resi-
dents, as many as one million 
people live in slums, without 
proper sanitation, water 
supplies or other services. 

“As a student of psychology 
and an aspiring psycholo-
gist, I developed a three-day 
workshop on basic counseling 
skills for the staff of a drop-in 
center for street children,” 
she said. “India counts an 
astonishing 10 million street 
children within its borders, 
the greatest of any country 
in the world. These children 
may have run away from 

home to escape abuse or forced labor, 
to seek an education, or to pursue 
adventure.” Her other responsibili-
ties included helping to launch the 
foundation’s web site, grant writing, 
and conducting a study on the 
mental well-being of Lucknow’s slum-
dwelling population.

“The slum-dwelling segment of the 
population is generally composed 
of lower castes and migrant workers 
from surrounding rural regions,” 
Rachel explained. “They form the 
backbone of the urban economy, 
working as rickshaw drivers, vege-
table vendors, construction workers, 
and domestic workers. Lacking educa-
tion and opportunities for economic 
advancement, these communities are 
confronted with the daily challenge 
of making ends meet. Organizations 
like the Vigyan Foundation work 
to mobilize illiterate and disenfran-
chised slum-dwellers to advocate 
for their rights, invest in education, 
and provide a better future for their 
children.”

“One fascinating aspect of this experi-
ence was having the opportunity to 
share my Jewish traditions with my 
Hindu co-workers, many of whom 
had barely heard of Judaism,” Rachel 
recounted. “They were especially 
interested in my Shabbat rituals and 
enjoyed tasting the latkes I prepared 
for them—they claimed they resem-
bled an Indian dish. Immersing myself 
in this foreign culture challenged me 
to articulate my Jewish identity and 
ultimately strengthen my commit-
ment to my own tradition.”

Back in India, Levine ’03 Hones Counseling Skills

Rachel Levine, in salwar kameez, traditional Indian garb, 
stands at the Bara Imambara—a famous 18th century 

complex—in Lucknow.

Here and There…
 Ilya Pittel ’02 is returning 

kickoffs for the Big Blue Jerusalem 
Lions of the Kraft Family Israel 
(Tackle) Football League. 

 Reuven Kawesch ‘06 won 
first place in Israel in the annual 
American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers Oral Presentation 
competition, and represented 
Israel in the European finals in 
October. Reuven’s presentation 
described advances and challenges 
relating to electric vehicles. Reuven 
made aliyah a year after gradu-
ating Maimonides and is studying 
mechanical engineering at the 
Technion in Haifa.

http://www.maimonides.org/news/pdfs/148_276.pdf
http://www.maimonides.org/news/pdfs/148_276.pdf

